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May 1t, 2005
Ambassador Rob Portman

The United Srates Trade Representative
600 17th Srreet N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20508

Dear Ambassador Portman:

] am writing in response to a letter from your predecessor asking the state of New
Hampshire to participate in the Panama and Andean Free Trade Agresments currently
being negatiated.

As you may know, on November 18, 2003, my predeccssor Governor Benson
wrote 10 you authorizing New Hampshire's participation in rade agreemnents with
Moroceo, Australia, the nations of the Central America Common Marke, the South
African Customs Union 2ad the Free Trade Agreement of the Amencas.

] am a strong supporter of international rrade and commerce. New Hampshire
businesses must have access 10 world markets in order to be successful and provide good
jobs for New Hampghire citizens.

It is premarure for New Hampshire to eater imo a trade agreement such as
CAFTA that has not vet been ratified by the Upited States of America. Moreover, it is
critical that the State of New Hampshire fully understands the economic and legal irpact
of any agreement it emters, and that we receive input from a broad range of citizens,
business leaders and state officials before entering into such agrecmeats.

Accordingly, I am writing to let you know that New Hampshire will not be
participating in the Panams and Andean Free Trade Agreements currently being ‘
nepotiated. As you may know, on November 18, 2003, the Govemor's Office wrole the
Office of the United States Trade Reprasentative to authorize New Hampshire's
participation in trade agreernents with Morocco, Australia, the natons of the Central
America Common Market, the South African Customs Union and the Free Trade
Agreement of the Americas. | am writing to notfy you that at this ume, New Hampshire
will no longer participate in these agreements as well,
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Please astept my personal congratulations on your recent confirmation to this
post. | took forward to working with you in the months and years ahead. You or your
staff should not hesitate 1o contact me if I can be of assistance to you 1o any way.

cc:  Kelly Ayotte-Department of Justice
Dawn Wivell- Office of International Commerce



