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Conferees on the FY10 Agriculture Appropriations bill reached agreement on
restricting poultry imports from China, House Agriculture Appropriations
Subcommittee Chairwoman Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., said today.

At DeLauro's insistence, the House version of the bill contained a measure
continuing a ban on USDA moving forward with rulemaking to allow the entry of
Chinese-processed poultry into the United States. Congress instituted the ban in
2007, citing a 2004 USDA report showing that Chinese chicken plants were
unclean.

But Chinese officials have justified stalling on other trade issues by bringing up
the ban, and Agriculture Undersecretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural
Services Jim Miller has said the ban on rulemaking has made it difficult to
negotiate with China on other farm issues. After the U.S. government placed
tariffs on Chinese tires, Chinese officials signaled they might limit U.S. chicken
imports, including chicken feet.

The conference report language will allow the rulemaking to go forward, but
DeLauro said the language "would firmly establish that Chinese poultry imports
must live up to American sanitary conditions before being shipped to the U.S."

It requires more on-site audits, more on-site inspections, and an increased level
of port-of-entry re-inspections.

The language also requires the Agriculture secretary to notify Congress that the
conditions have been met before allowing the imports to enter the United States.
In addition, it would allow the importation of chicken that is grown in other
countries but processed in China.

Agriculture Secretary Vilsack and Trade Representative Kirk, who worked with
DeLauro on the issue, today commended DeLauro and Sen. Mark Pryor, D-Ark.,



for their roles in reaching the compromise. Arkansas is home to Tyson's, a major
chicken exporter.

House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee ranking member Jack
Kingston, R-Ga., who has visited Chinese plants, praised the agreement. "China
not only opened their doors to me but their books as well," he said. "I am
confident that the USDA can get all the information it needs to provide for the
importation of safe processed chicken products."
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