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Corporate Connections: Board member of General Dynamics and Theranos
General James Mattis served in the Marines for 41 years before retiring in 2013. 1 He led the initial
Marine landing in Afghanistan following the September 11 attacks, and led the First Marine Division
during the United States’ 2003 invasion of Iraq. 2 From 2010 to 2013, Mattis led the United States Central
Command, which oversees the Middle East and Southwest Asia. 3 Since retiring, he has served on the
boards of giant defense contractor General Dynamics and Theranos, a Colorado maker of blood testing
products that also sought business from the Pentagon.
●

Since retiring from the military, Mattis has served on the board of General Dynamics, the
nation’s third-largest defense contractor and recipient of $13.6 billion in federal payments in
2015. 4 Mattis has accumulated nearly $900,000 in General Dynamics’ stock, according to
Morningstar. 5 Additionally, he has been paid nearly $600,000 by General Dynamics for his
service on the board. 6 “General Dynamics could try to use this relationships to get access into
the Pentagon … I am very worried about this,” said Richard W. Painter, the former chief ethics
counsel to President George W. Bush. 7

●

While still in the Marines, Mattis pushed for the military to begin using blood-testing products
by Palo Alto-based startup Theranos. Theranos’s testing products were touted as revolutionary
because they required only a pinprick instead of drawing a full vial of blood. 8
“I’ve met with my various folks and we’re kicking this into overdrive,” Mattis wrote to Theranos
founder Amy Holmes in June 2012. “I’m convinced that your invention will be a game-changer
for us and I want it to be given the opportunity for a demonstration in-theater soonest.” 9
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But a military reviewer questioned the legality of Theranos’ processes. Prompted by an inquiry
from Holmes, Mattis wrote to military officials: “I have tried to get this device tested in theater
asap, legally and ethically ... This appears to be relatively straight-forward yet we’re a year into
this and not yet deployed.” Upon leaving the military in 2013, Mattis joined Theranos’s board. 10
In 2016, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration ordered one of Theranos’ labs closed because of
unsafe practices and banned Holmes from working in the blood-testing business for two years. 11
Reporting does not indicate that Mattis was aware of improper practices by the Theranos when
he advocated that the military use its products. Theranos’s website no longer lists Mattis among
the firm’s directors. 12
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