


23Fighting for Justice in the Global Economy

Public Citizen recognized early on that the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) and the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) were 
not mainly about trade, but rather were un-
democratic global delivery mechanisms for an 
extreme corporate deregulation agenda. Public 
Citizen fights against proposed expansions of 
NAFTA to other countries and enlargement of 
the WTO, both of which promote the offshoring 
of U.S. jobs and expose domestic health and 
environmental laws to attack in foreign tribu-
nals. We are leading the effort to replace this 
failed model.  

Having built unique substantive capacity and 
diverse contacts with other public interest orga-
nizations, the press and policymakers here and 
abroad, we have become a leader in promoting a 
public interest perspective on an array of glo-
balization issues, including implications for our 
food, health, safety, environmental protection, 
economic justice and democratic, accountable 
governance.

For more information, click here.

Fighting for Justice in the Global Economy
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James Ploeser, senior organizer with Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch division, leads a protest on Sept. 19 in Washington, D.C., 
denouncing the proposed Colombia Free Trade Agreement, which would expand the North American Free Trade Agreement.
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In 2008, Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch division fo-
cused on raising the profile of trade issues in the elections, halt-
ing the expansion of the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
blocking President Bush’s proposed expansions of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and working with 
coalition partners and Congress to promote a more socially 
just, environmentally sustainable and democratic American 
globalization and trade model.

The program group was successful on all fronts. In April, 
the Colombia NAFTA expansion pact was put on hold when 
House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi called a vote 
to remove the agreement from a “fast track” mandatory vote 
timeline. Similar free trade agreements with Panama and Korea 
also were sidelined. 

The problem? The deals include the most egregious provisions 
of NAFTA that promote the offshoring of U.S. jobs and expose 
domestic health and environmental laws to attack in foreign 
tribunals. In addition, the Colombia and Panama agreements 
contain agriculture rules that will devastate hundreds of thou-
sands of subsistence farmers, making them poorer and under-
mining U.S. security interests in the region.  

Other problems exist. Panama — which has refused to sign a 
tax treaty with the U.S. and maintains extremely murky bank-
ing laws — is a main venue for money laundering and for run-
away corporations seeking to dodge U.S. taxes. Colombia has 
a horrifying record of human rights abuses, prompting Public 
Citizen to help organize a protest in September in Washington, 

D.C., to coincide with a visit by Colombian President Álvaro 
Uribe. More than 100 human rights, Afro-Colombian, labor 
rights and other advocates participated. 

Also in 2008, Public Citizen published a comprehensive 
report about the rise of trade issues in the fall elections. More 
than 140 paid TV ads were run calling for new, fair trade poli-
cies; 35 lawmakers who ran on a fair trade agenda were elected 
to replace supporters of the failed trade model. 

Starting in June, Public Citizen launched a campaign in favor 
of a better U.S. trade model that focused on promoting the 
Trade Reform, Accountability, Development and Employment 
(TRADE) Act. 

This legislation, introduced by Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-
Ohio) and Rep. Michael Michaud (D-Maine), requires a review 
and renegotiation of existing trade pacts and sets forth criteria 
for future pacts. The bill, which will be re-introduced in the 
new Congress, is supported by a broad array of labor, consum-
er, environmental and other groups.

“The TRADE Act is exciting because it reveals a way forward 
to a new trade and globalization agenda that could benefit 
more Americans,” said Lori Wallach, director of Public Citizen’s 
Global Trade Watch division. “It shifts the debate toward future 
consensus about what we are for, rather than focusing on op-
position to the current model.” 

Public Citizen Works for a More Democratic 
Globalization and Trade Model

http://www.citizen.org/hot_issues/issue.cfm?ID=1922
http://www.citizen.org/documents/ElectionReportFINAL.pdf
http://www.citizen.org/documents/ElectionReportFINAL.pdf
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Stopping WTO expansion
Public Citizen, through its Global Trade Watch division, 

continued to work to stop a proposed expansion of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). The latest round of expansion 
talks, known as the Doha Round, collapsed in July and then 
again in December. Strong public opposition to expanding 
WTO scope and authority existed in many poor and rich na-
tions alike after more than a decade of experience of the WTO’s 
damaging outcomes. Established in 1995, this powerful global 
commerce agency functions principally to impose on nations 
deregulation and other policies that benefit transnational corpo-
rations at the expense of national and local economies; workers, 
farmers and small businesses; health and safety; the environ-
ment; and the principle and practice of democracy. Although 
the model of extreme deregulation and corporate globalization 
that the WTO implements has been widely discredited by the 
global financial and economic crises, large corporations and the 
Bush administration pushed for its expansion. 

‘Battle in Seattle’
We promoted “Battle in Seattle,” a dramatic feature film 

directed by Stuart Townsend featuring Oscar-winner Charlize 
Theron, Woody Harrelson, André Benjamin and other stars 
about the collapse of the 1999 WTO Ministerial in Seattle. 
Public Citizen helped to organize the Seattle protests against 
the WTO, thereby elevating awareness of the problems caused 
by the agency. Nearly a decade later, we mobilized people to 
see the movie when it opened in select cities. The compelling 
film tells the stories of a dozen fictional characters over those 
five days in Seattle. 

Books
Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch division published two 

books, “Federalism and Global Governance” and “The Rise 
and Fall of Fast Track Trade Authority.” The first is an interna-
tional comparative analysis of trade agreement negotiation and 
approval mechanisms. The second tells the story of the trade 
negotiation and approval process from 1789 to present in five 
acts — each representing a distinct regime of how Congress 
and the executive branch coordinated their trade policy roles. 

Other 2008 Trade Achievements

http://www.fasttrackhistory.org/
http://www.fasttrackhistory.org/
http://www.citizen.org/documents/federalism.pdf
http://www.battleinseattlemovie.com
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Sources of income

■ Individual Donations	 $	 6,075,842 

■ Publications and Subscriptions		  2,441,457 

■ Grants		  2,085,356 

■ Program Income		  367,931 

■ Rental Income*		  296,717 

■ Other		  10,215 

Income from investments		  (153,657)

Total Revenue and Support	 $	 11,123,861 

Uses of income

■ Programs	 $	 6,959,991 

■ Publications		  2,403,481 

Support Services

■ General and Administrative		  1,349,470

■ Development		  890,787

Total Support Services		  2,240,257

Total Expenses	 $	 11,603,729

Change in net assets†		  (479,868)

* Net of Operating Expenses.  † In accordance with Statement of Financial Standards No. 116, Accounting for Contributions Received and Con-
tributions Made, Public Citizen is required to record all grants and contributions in the current fiscal year even if the monies have not been re-
ceived or related expenses have not been expended.  As of Sept. 30, 2008, Public Citizen had temporarily restricted net assets of $2,254,147, 
which represent restricted grants and contributions whose donor-stipulated time or purpose restriction has not been accomplished.  Several of 
the net assets included in this amount are intended to be expended over several subsequent years.

LEADERSHIP GIVING

Financials

In fiscal year 2008, Public Citizen introduced the Torchbearers, our leadership giving society for supporters
contributing $1,000 or more annually. Their contributions to the annual fund and their support for specific 
programs were instrumental to our success in 2008 and helped lay the foundation for 2009. We are enormously 
grateful for their dedicated support.

President’s Circle ($50,000 +) 102 Leadership Supporters
4 members, $237,000 20 + years

Director’s Circle ($10,000-$49,999) 189 Leadership Supporters
22 members, $375,100 10-20 years     

Leadership Circle ($1,000-$9,999) 220 Leadership Supporters
283 members, $635,717 0-10 years

Contribution Concentration Leadership Longevity
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Support for fiscal year 2008 
(Oct. 1, 2007 - Sept. 30, 2008) 

President’s Circle
Anonymous
Fred Baron and Lisa Blue
Joseph W. Cotchett
Stephen Silberstein
Sol & Bella Tanenbaum 

Director’s Circle
Anonymous
Jason B. Adkins
Peter Angelos
Jeffrey M. Goldberg
J. Gary Gwilliam
Richard G. Halpern
William & Renee Harrell
Keith Hebeisen
Howard & Stella Heffron
Wayne Hogan
Dr. Neil A. Holtzman & Dr. Barbara Starfield
James F. Humphreys
Robert L. Jennings Jr. & Barbara H. Bott
George and Edwynne Krumme
John Langan & Ms. Judith Nadell 
Richard Mazess
Michael Meadors & Karen Dudnikov
Jack and Lovell Olender
Edward Ricci and Mary Lupo
Robert F. Spohrer
Tab Turner
Joel O. Wooten Jr.

Leadership Circle
Anonymous
Eric & Julia Abramson
Wylie & Elizabeth Aitken 
Harold & Sylvia Allen
Annie S. Amaral
Edward & Dorothy Anderson
David Arpi & Natalie Gubb
John B. Ashe
Elaine Attias
Michael Baum
Jere Beasley
Daniel F. Becker & Martha A. Toll 
Douglas E. Bell
John and Dee Dee Bell
Joseph & Marjorie Belth
Rudolf A.H. Bergmann
Alan & Susan Berlow

Lowell Blankfort
Dr. Jack Block
Elspeth G. Bobbs
David Wm. Boone
Raymond Boucher
Christian & Anne Boussert
Stephen & Susan Boyd
Andrew W. Brainerd
Thomas J. Brandi
Alan R. Brayton
David & Kay J. Brennan
Bruce and Norah Broillet
Dr. Nancy L. Bucher
Russell Budd
Judith Buechner
Jeffrey & Deanna Burns
Elizabeth J. Cabraser
Paul D. Carrington
Scott Carruthers
Sylvia D. Cart
Ann S. Carton
Andee Chamberlain
Brian Chase
Nancy Chasen and Don Spero
Mark Chavez and Nancy Washburn
Polly Cherner
Robert Conason
Roxanne Barton Conlin
Philip Corboy and Mary Dempsey
Robert M. Cordova
Elmer C. & Deborah P. Cowley
Asho I. Craine
William M. Crosby
Harry G. Deitzler
John D. Diffenbaugh
Berry Dilley
Candida M. Dixon
Vincent Domanski
Lawrence E. Drivon
Ellen Drost
Julia Duane
Michael Duffy
Patricia A. Eagan
Carmen A. Eanni
Marion Edey
Ruth E. Eisenberg
Henry & Nancy Elghanayan
Emmons & Elizabeth Ellis
Arnold Ellison
Michael & Catherine Ernst
Stuart Esner
Edith Everett

Richard & Marcela Faidley
Thomas Fortune Fay
Sylvan Feldstein
Portia N. Flewellen
Wilmer Fong
Ronald & Mary Forthofer
Dr. Curtiss Frank
Ivor & Barbara Freeman
Jeffrey Fried
Alan Fuchsberg
Nancy H. Fullam
Marie Lee Gaillard
Glenn A. Garland
William A. Gaylord
Joseph Gerbhardt
Pamela Gilbert
Rhoda R. Gilman
Dan Girard
Thomas Girardi
Carol Gold
David & Sherry Gold
Theodore Goldberg
Harry Goldman
Joan E. Granlund
Henry Greenspan
Xan Gregg
Stanley M. Grossman
H. David Grunbaum
Renée Haas
Patrick J. Hagerty
Anne Hammond
Hildegarde K. Hannum
Robert & Stephanie Harris
Leo & Cynthia Harris
Anne Hartnett
Steven Heimberg
John Michael Hershey
Arthur & Gwen Hiller
Judith Randal Hines
Dan Hodes
Marvin & Betty Hoffenberg
Sidney Hollander
Thomas & Evelyn Hunt
Emile W. Jacques Jr.
Alan K. & Cledith M. Jennings
Steve Baughman Jensen
Arthur & Anita Johnson
David B. Jones
Patricia A. Karnes
Lisa Kasel
Stephen Kastl
Steve Kazan

For more than 35 years, Public Citizen has been fighting for consumers in every branch  
of government. We are proud to recognize the leadership of the following members and  
foundations who help make our work possible. 

Thanking Our Leaders
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Anne McGinness Kearse
James H. Kendall
David & Frances Korten
Richard & June Kramer
Stuart & Janet Kritzer
Nobuko O. Kuhn
Edward Labaton Esq.
Helen P. Ladd
Kurt & Gladys Lang 
Anita Suzanne Lanier
Michael & Penny Lemov
Theodore Leopold
Bill Levin & Ms. Laurel Simes
Joan D. Levin
Aaron M. Levine
Eleanor Lewart
Michael Lewis
Salvador A. Liccardo
Kenneth & Sandra Ward Lyles
Brian Magaña
Mike Maher
Patrick A. Malone
Judith C. Malott
John B. Marks
Marvin W. Masters
Thomas J. Methvin
Lisa Mezzetti
Wilma S. Mills
Morton & Anita Mintz 
John A. Montevideo
James & Mary Morse
Kenneth F. Mountcastle Jr.
Thomas J. Murray
Barry Nace
Anthony Navarro
Michael Nimkoff
Jean Nunes
Valerie O’Brian
Gregory O’Kelly
Joseph Page & Martha Gil-Montero
Robert Palmer
Brian J. Panish
Michelle A. Parfitt
Philip Y. Paterson 
Jerry Neil Paul 
Eugene I. Pavalon 
Mark W. Perley
Peter Perlman
Charlotte Perret
David Perry
Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Frank & Helene Pierson
Frank M. Pitre
Michael Piuze
Stephen & Lucila Plank
Herbert H. Plever
Leslie Fay Pomerantz 
Helen Posey
Frederic & Maria Ragucci
Doris E. Reed

John D. & Mary Moore Reeves 
Patrick Regan
Danel & Sophie Reiber
Paul & Joyce Rheingold 
Donald & Shirley Rice
Nelson Roach
Catherine Rodriguez
Lee Rohn
Brent M. Rosenthal
Phil & Monica Rosenthal
Timothy J. Ryan
Susan Vogel Saladoff 
Dorothy Salant
Steven Sanders
Margaret E. Saunders
Robert F. Schumann
Ross & Judith Screaton
Christian D. Searcy
Marc Seltzer
Nicole Shampaine
Edward & Helen Shanbrom
Thomas G. Shapiro
Stephen A. Sheller
Will Siegfried & Susan Powers
Steve Skrovan & Shelley Powsner
Todd A. Smith
Meredith P. Smith
Gerson H. Smoger
James G. Sokolove
Christine D. Spagnoli
Viola M. Spalding
Girardeau A. Spann
Tara Stevens
Frances W. Stevenson
George & Glenna Stewart
Mike Stoller and Corky Hale
Sherwin Stone
Paul Stritmatter
James Sturdevant
Michael Thornton
Ralph D. Tornberg
Richard J. Townzen
William Trine
Marvin & Freda Van Houten
J. Michael Vaughan
Donald B. Verrilli Jr.
S. Chandler Visher
Mona Lisa Wallace
Ted Warshafsky
Sanford Waxer
Dr. J. Dix Wayman
Alan & Nancy Weiner
Nancy P. Wendell
Kim & Kathleen Wennesland
Steven & Diane Williams
Wayne & Marsha Williams
Ben Winkes
F. R. Wollaeger
Rawson & Elizabeth Wood
Council Wooten Jr.

James H. Worth
Michael Yessik & Christine Doyle 
Faith Young

Partners
Anonymous
Carol Adler
Wilton J. Aebersold
Aida M. Armaly
Richard H. Barsanti
Michel Baumeister 
Kelley Berg
Allan W. Bernat
Sybil Bernstein
William C. Besselievre
William & Ilene Birge
Gregory Bobrowicz
Gertrude Bock
Sheldon V. & Margaret Burman
Ray H. Burton
Betty A. Butterbaugh
Alan L. Carlson
James & Martha Chambers
Edward Cohen & Charlene Barshefsky
Lucio S. Chiaraviglio
Susan Clark
John L. Cleveland Jr.
Gerald L. & Judy Clore
Guy Coheleach
Stanley & Esther Cohen
Steven Cohn
Bruce Conner
Phillip & Ann Corin
Wendell L. Covalt
Barbara Crowley
Dianne Curran
Richard A. Debs
Jeffrey L. Dennis
David M. Dressler
Leo A. & Kay Drey
Dr. Robin Eastman-Abaya
Allen Eaton
Robert & Helen Edelman
Charles Eldridge
J. Kent Emison
Bruce G. Fagel
Joanne S. Faulkner
Robert L. Flippin
Thomas & Nancy Florsheim
Cline W. Frasier
Lynn Friedman
Amanda Hunnewell Frost
O. Fayrell Furr, Jr. & Karole K. Jensen
Orman & Richelle Gaspar
Mary J. Geissman
Jerry & Mary Gerrity
Nancy Gibbs
Sarah B. Glickenhaus
Aviv Goldsmith
Dr. Roberta Goldstein
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Ruth R. Gray
Dorothy Green
Dr. Jerry A. Greenwald
Lee & Lulu Grodzins
Robert S. Hagge
Robert & Sally T. Hall
David Halperin
Neal & Olivia Hansen
William K. & Barbara Harris
Daryl Hartshorne
Leroy Heck
Todd Heyman
William B. Hillig
Gerald I. Holtz
Rose Hope
Billie F. Houghton
Marie Houteff
Jay Ittleson
Valerie Jablow
William Jackson
Wade C. Johnson
Milnor & Miriam C. Jones
Harold L. Kajellen
Henry Kaplan
Bernard Kastin
Phyllis Kerdasha
Charles L. Kerstein
Catherine M. Key
Richard & Carol Klinkner
Andreas Koeller
Henry P. Kologe
Karen Kraut
Douglas Kruse
Amy L. Kummerow
John Laliberte
Lorene S. Lamb
Chuck Lapine
Donald Lateiner
William S. Lee
Thomas Lehrer
Charles & Carol Leiwant
A.R. Nancy Levine
Ross B. Levinsky
Seymour Z. Lewin
Eric Lewis
Lawrence Lewis
Victor Lindner
Dr. Edward Lisberg
Ruth Lubic
Edgar Lyngholm
Vincent G. & Judith Macaluso
Robert Maitino
Michael J. Mandelbrot
Dr. Steven Maron
Marshall E. Matteson
William & Gail Mattsson
Cathleen M. McGarity
Micky McKinley
M. S. Meltzer
William H. Meurer

Joseph C. Meyer
Nicola Moscufo
Franklin W. & Joan Neff 
Alexander Nerska
Thomas & Jill Newhouse
Margaret R. Nielsen
Kay Nosler
Stuart A. Ollanik & Wendy Block
Mark Palermo
Gary M. Paul
Albert M. Pearson III
Prudence Perry
Marjorie E. Plant
Miriam Pollet 
Dr. William W. Pope
John & Elinor Rees
Randolph E. Richardson
Salvatore & Corinne Romano
Beth Roraback
John B. & Mary Ross
Janice B. Rubel
David & Catharine Rush
Mary M. Russell
Peter M. & Judith Sager
Peter J. Sarda
Sharin Sarfaty
Chris Schoeneman
Sara J. Schuett 
Steven J. Schwartzapfel
James Scofield
David Scott
Ann Seeler
Martin H. Shuler
Jerry Silbert
George T. & Sheryl Sinas
Sisters of Charity Nazareth 
Donald Slavik
Dwight Smith
Jeremy Ian Smith
Dick & Greta Smolowe
Stan & Judith Sorscher
John M. Spencer
M. Greg Stathakis
Mary E. Stinski
Dr. Fred Strauss
Gilbert & Susan Tauck
William E. Taylor 
Ailene S. Taylor
Sandy Wehling Tedrick
Peter D. Thompson
Murray Tobak
Margaret E. Truman
Bettye H. Turitto
Elsie P. Van Buren
Robert Van Ry
Craig Vandergrift
William Walker
Lawrence Wallin
Betty J. Walters
Robert G. Warrington

James L. Washington
Elliot Wax
Dr. Gordon C. Weir
Lois Whitman
Wayne Willoughby
Dr. Garen Wintemute
Barbara A. Zeluck
 
Foundations
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
Argosy Foundation
Braeside Foundation
Chicago-Kent College of Law
CS Fund/Warsh-Mott Legacy
Educational Foundation of America 
Energy Foundation
Ford Foundation
Grassroots International
Marin Community Foundation
Maryland Public Interest  
	 Research Foundation
Moriah Fund
Park Foundation
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Public Campaign
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Solidago Foundation
Ted and Rita Williams Foundation
Wallace Global Fund

Bequests
We acknowledge with deep gratitude 
those annuitants who have made gifts  
that will ensure the continuation of Public  
Citizen’s work for future generations.

Anonymous
Whitfield Cobb
Emma Cushman
Eugene Foster
David Glixon
E. Singer Haber
John Hummel
Rose Jacobs
Leona Mancher
Mabel Marcotte
Leo Mazur
Adele Nussbaum
James Shawley
Lynne Silverton
Adele Tobin
Budd Turchin
Marjorie Viemeister



“They are unafraid to speak truth to power — no matter 
who’s in power.  That kind of fearlessness is much too rare, 
even among public interest groups.” — Robert Shull

“My eyes are recently becoming open to what needs to be 
done to make our amazing country an even brighter beacon, 
one that lives up to its full potential. The fact that there are 
people like you who have been holding it down, fighting the 
good fight all this time, inspires me to believe in being the 
change I wish to see. I don’t know if my role will ever be the 
kind of role you play, but I will continue to educate myself 
and others. I will continue to offer you a part of my meager 
funds. I know that it is all connected, but I also know how 
needed people playing your role are. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart.”   — Airica Parker

From Our Members

1600 20th St., NW, Washington, D.C. 20009 • 202/588-1000 • www.citizen.org

Support Public Citizen
Public Citizen does not accept funds from corporations, 
professional associations or the government. Instead, 
we depend on the generosity of concerned citizens like 
YOU for the resources to fight for the public interest.  
Consider making a donation today. Thanks!  

https://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/476/t/1173/shop/custom.jsp?donate_page_KEY=761
http://www.citizen.org/



