
 

 

Corporate Interests Infest Trump Transition 
at Federal Agencies 

 
Despite Candidate Trump’s Pledge to “Send the Special Interests 
Packing,” 70% of the Incoming Administration’s Agency Landing 

Team Members Are Servants of Corporate Interests 
 
By Rick Claypool, a Public Citizen research director, and Robert Weissman, Public 
Citizen president. Taylor Lincoln, research director for Public Citizen’s Congress 
Watch division, contributed to this report. 
 
Nov. 29, 2016 – As a candidate, President-Elect Donald Trump railed against the             1

“rigged political establishment” and promised to “send the special interests          
packing.” The federal agency landing teams announced by the President-Elect’s          2

Transition Team, however, suggest the entrenched establishment of conservative         
think tanks, corporate interests and lobbyists will have significant influence over the            
incoming administration. 
 
Out of the 75 landing team members announced by the Trump Transition            
organization, 70 percent (53 members) have some corporate affiliation. Some are           
CEOs (Paul Atkins, Willie Gaynor, Tom Leppert, Ray Washburne), some served           
corporations as lobbying or legal clients (Joel Leftwich, Doug Domenech, Robert           

1 
https://medium.com/public-citizen/donald-trump-clean-government-reformer-a093d9232981#.nh8j
4lqe7  
2 
https://www.greatagain.gov/news/president-elect-trump-announces-first-wave-agency-landing-team
s.html​ ; 
https://www.greatagain.gov/news/president-elect-trump-announces-additional-agency-landing-team-
members.html​ ; 
https://www.greatagain.gov/news/president-elect-trump-announces-additional-agency-landing-team-
members-0.html​ ; 
https://www.greatagain.gov/news/president-elect-trump-announces-additional-agency-landing-team-
members-2.html  
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Mackichan, Ronald Tenpas), some worked at the Heritage Fund or other           
corporate-backed think tanks (Justin Johnson, Jim Carafano, Thomas Pyle, Myron          
Ebell). See the Appendix below for the full list of landing team members for which               
corporate affiliation was identified. 
 
A much-publicized shakeup purged the Trump administration’s transition team of          
individuals currently working as lobbyists. Nevertheless, federal lobbying        
disclosures reveal 14 (18 percent) of the landing team members are former            
lobbyists, some as recently as last year. Some of the landing team members lobbied              
for corporate interests affected by the agencies where they are working as recently             3

as last year. See the Appendix below for the full list of landing team members for                
which lobbying records were identified. 
 
The purpose of the landing teams is to help federal agencies (Department of             
Defense, Department of State, Department of Justice, etc.) undergo a smooth           
transition from working under the outgoing Obama administration to the incoming           
Trump administration. The landing team personnel, who are chosen by the           
incoming administration, may thus provide some insight into what the new           
administration’s policy priorities will be for the federal agencies.  
 
The following short biographies are of landing team members, arranged          
alphabetically by the federal agency for which they have been selected to assist.             
Lobbying records accessed via the U.S. Senate Lobbying Disclosure Act database.  4

 
 
COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION (CFTC) 
 
Sharon Brown-Hruska served as acting chairman of the CFTC under the           5

administration of President George W. Bush. Currently she is the director of            6

National Economic Research Associates’ Securities and Finance Practice and the          
White Collar, Investigations and Enforcement Practice. She also is a member of the             
CFTC’s Energy and Environmental Markets Advisory Committee and a professor at           7

Tulane University. She is also a member of the landing team for the Farm Credit               
Administration (FCA) and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 
 
 
CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU (CFPB) 
 

3 ​https://theintercept.com/2016/11/22/trump-transition-lobbyists-2/  
4 ​http://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=selectFields&reset=1  
5 ​http://www.cftc.gov/PressRoom/PressReleases/pr5199-06  
6 ​http://www.nera.com/experts/dr-sharon-brown-hruska.html  
7 
http://www.cftc.gov/About/CFTCCommittees/EnergyEnvironmentalMarketsAdvisory/eemac_associat
emembers  

2 
 

https://theintercept.com/2016/11/22/trump-transition-lobbyists-2/
http://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=selectFields&reset=1
http://www.cftc.gov/PressRoom/PressReleases/pr5199-06
http://www.nera.com/experts/dr-sharon-brown-hruska.html
http://www.cftc.gov/About/CFTCCommittees/EnergyEnvironmentalMarketsAdvisory/eemac_associatemembers
http://www.cftc.gov/About/CFTCCommittees/EnergyEnvironmentalMarketsAdvisory/eemac_associatemembers


Paul Atkins is in charge of financial regulation for the Trump transition. He is the               8

CEO of Patomak Global Partners, a consulting firm that advises financial services            9

companies on compliance issues. Atkins formerly served as a Republican          
commissioner of the Securities and Exchange Commission, where he was viewed as            
being largely opposed to regulation. He is also a member of the landing teams for               10

the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and the Office of the Comptroller            
of the Currency (OCC). 
 
CJ Jordan ​is president and CEO of Jordan Management Group, a government            
relations and public affairs firm and is or was recently president of the National              11

Black Republican Leadership Council. She has worked for the Republican National           
Committee and served on the Finance Leadership Team for the 2004 reelection            12

campaign of President George W. Bush. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (USDA) 
 
Joel Leftwich is the staff director for the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture,             13

Nutrition, & Forestry. A former advisor to Republican Senator Pat Roberts,           14

Leftwich was a lobbyist for PepsiCo from 2013 to 2015, and in 2010 was a lobbyist                
for DuPont. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 
David Bohigian is managing director at Pluribus Ventures, where he works with            15

investment management firms. He was previously at the hedge fund Bridgewater           
Associates. He also formerly served as an Assistant Secretary of Commerce, a            16

position for which he was nominated by President George W. Bush, focusing on the              
elimination of barriers to trade and investment. 
 

8 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/donald-trumps-point-man-on-financial-regulation-a-former-regulator-w
ho-favors-a-light-touch-1478860201  
9 ​https://www.patomak.com/paulatkins  
10 
http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2016-11-09/trump-said-to-tap-critic-of-wall-street-rule
s-to-aid-transition  
11 ​http://thesteptoegroup.com/?page_id=46  
12 ​https://www.opensecrets.org/parties/expenddetail.php?cmte=RNC&txt=Cj+Jordan&cycle=2014  
13 
https://www.greatagain.gov/news/president-elect-trump-announces-additional-agency-landing-team-
members-0.html  
14 ​http://www.kake.com/story/33773938/former-aide-to-roberts-joins-trump-transition  
15 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/david-bohigian-b25833  
16 ​https://generalassemb.ly/instructors/david-bohigian/4764  
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William “Willie” Gaynor ​is the founder and former president and CEO of Rock             
Creek Advisors LLC, a consulting firm that advises CEOs, lawmakers and           
international leaders on policy related to, global trade, finance and economic policy.           

From 2005 to 2010, he was a lobbyist for the Ashcroft Group (now TAG Holdings),               17

the lobbying firm founded by John Ashcroft, U.S. Attorney General under President             18

George W. Bush, and served clients including AT&T and the National Association of             
Broadcasters. He worked for the Bush administration. 
 
Tom Leppert ​is the former CEO of Kaplan, Inc., a corporation that provides services              
for preparing for standardized tests. The mayor of Dallas, Texas, from 2007 to             19

2011, Leppert’s political career stalled after a failed bid for U.S. Senate. During his              20

senate campaign, he voiced support for privatizing Social Security and Medicare.            21

Leppert also is a member of the landing team for the Social Security Administration. 
  
Joan Maginnis is a retired attorney who formerly worked as assistant general            
counsel at the Department of Commerce.  22

 
George Sifakis ​is the founder and CEO of Ideagen, a consulting firm with a focus on                
facilitating collaborations between corporations, nonprofits and government. He        23

previously worked in both the executive and legislative branches of the federal            
government. He worked as a lobbyist between 2004 and 2010, mostly for clients in              24

the  health technology, education and telecommunications sectors.  
 
Ray Washburne ​is in charge of Department of Commerce for the transition team.             25

He was a leader of Trump’s fundraising effort during the campaign. He served as the               
finance team leader for the presidential campaign of New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie             
and before that as national finance chair of the Republican National Committee. He             26

is the CEO of Charter Holdings, a real estate company.  27

 
  
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

17 ​http://www.rockcreekadvisors.com/  
18 ​http://tagholdings.com/  
19 ​http://kaplan.com/  
20 ​http://www.politico.com/story/2012/05/cruz-dewhurst-head-to-texas-senate-run-off-076850  
21 ​http://www.wcyb.com/news/trumps-social-security-point-man-called-for-privatization/178508692  
22 ​http://thehill.com/policy/finance/307066-trump-taps-economists-investors-for-transition-team  
23 ​http://www.idea-gen.com/leadership/  
24 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/georgesifakis  
25 ​https://www.politicopro.com/f/?id=00000158-4ae1-dd2d-a1fc-4bf3993e0000  
26 
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/key-people-helping-donald-trump-raise-campaign-cash/story?id=397
24189  
27 
http://www.bloomberg.com/research/stocks/private/person.asp?personId=27587853&privcapId=39
651485  
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James Manning was a Department of Education official under the administrations           
of Presidents Jimmy Carter, George W. Bush and Barack Obama.     28

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
 
Thomas Carter is vice president for government relations at Elbit Systems of            
America, a defense contractor, and previously was the president of Commonwealth           
Consulting Corporation. He is a former deputy assistant Secretary of Defense,           29

Legislative Affairs, and the former senior counselor to the Coalition Provisional           
Authority for Legislative Affairs, Baghdad, Iraq. 
 
Michael Duffey is executive director of the Republican Party of Wisconsin. He            30

previously held a range of jobs at the Department of Defense, focusing most recently              
on systems engineering. 
 
Greg Gardner is the chief architect for Government and Defense Solutions at            
NetApp, an IT and data storage company, and is a former vice president at Oracle for                
government solutions. He served as deputy chief information officer (DCIO) for the            31

Intelligence Community and served 30 years in the Army. 
 
William Hartzog is a board member for and former president and CEO of             
Burdeshaw Associates, a defense consulting firm. He is a retired U.S. Army General,             32

and serves on the Defense Science Board. In 2005, he lobbied on behalf of FNSS, a                
Turkish manufacturer of military vehicles.  33

 
Justin Johnson is senior policy analyst for defense budgeting policy at the            
corporate-backed Heritage Foundation. Prior to joining The Heritage Foundation,         34

Johnson spent over a decade working on defense and foreign policy issues on             
Capitol Hill. His last position on Capitol Hill was as deputy chief of staff and military                
legislative assistant for Rep. Doug Lamborn, who is a senior member of the House              
Armed Services Committee. 
 
Keith Kellogg​, a retired lieutenant general, is listed as spearheading Defense for the             
administration’s agency transition team. Kellogg was chief operating officer of the           35

28 ​http://www.chronicle.com/article/For-Jittery-Academics/238473  
29 ​http://www.elbitsystems-us.com/about-us  
30 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/duffey  
31 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/greg-gardner-5a886a  
32 ​http://www.burdeshaw.com/about/Bio_Hartzog.pdf​ ; 
http://www.burdeshaw.com/about/Board_of_Directors.pdf  
33 ​http://www.fnss.com.tr/  
34 ​http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/j/justin-johnson  
35 ​https://www.politicopro.com/f/?id=00000158-4ae1-dd2d-a1fc-4bf3993e0000  
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Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq. He has worked for several defense           36

contractors and currently is vice president for Cubic Corporation, a defense           
contractor.  37

 
Earl Matthews is an attorney who has held various positions with the U.S. Army              
and Defense Intelligence Agency.  38

 
Bert Mizusawa is a major general in the United States Army Reserve. As major              39

general in the Army, he served as deputy director for strategic initiatives for the              
Joint Chiefs of Staff. In the 1990s, he served for three years as professional staff               
member on the U.S. Senate Committee on Armed Services. 
  
Sergio de la Pena works with de la Pena Consulting after a two-year stint at L-3                
MPRI, a global provider of private military contractor services. He worked for            40

more than 10 years previous with various positions in the U.S. military. 
 
Mira Ricardel is or recently was a consultant for Federal Budget IQ, which analyzes              
the federal budget for public sector clients, and was a vice president for aerospace              
contractor Boeing. She was a deputy assistant secretary of defense in the early             41

part of the George W. Bush administration. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
 
Thomas Pyle is president of the Institute for Energy Research, a group that was              
founded by Charles Koch and is funded through Koch-backed nonprofits.          42

Previously, he worked as a registered lobbyist for Koch Industries and as the Koch              
Industries Director of Federal Affairs from 2001 through 2005. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (HHS) 
 

36 
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/trumps-transition-team-signals-return-gop-establishment-07270396
5.html  
37 
https://www.cubic.com/News/Press-Releases/ID/962/Cubic-Corporation-Announces-Corporate-Offic
er-Appointments%20and%20https://www.linkedin.com/in/keith-kellogg-1b24b4b5  
38 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/earl-matthews-458b2138  
39 ​https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bert_Mizusawa  
40 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/sergio-de-la-pe%C3%B1a-82443148  
41 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/mira-ricardel-08b529b6  
42 ​https://theintercept.com/2016/11/22/trump-transition-lobbyists-2/  
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Andrew Bremberg is overseeing Health and Human Services on the transition           
team. Bremberg was an adviser to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell on            43

nominations, then joined the 2016 presidential campaign of Wisconsin Governor          
Scott Walker. In 2012, he served on Mitt Romney’s transition team, where he             
worked on plans to repeal Obamacare. His employer is Right Policy, LLC. He             44 45

served in various capacities for HHS in the administration of President George W.             
Bush.   46

 
Paula Stannard is working on health care reform. She is a lawyer at Alston & Bird,                47

where she advises health care providers, health insurance companies and health           
plans. She is a former deputy general counsel and acting general counsel of the U.S.               48

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under the George W. Bush            
administration.  49

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
 
Jim Carafano served for 25 years in the U.S. Army and is the vice president for                
foreign and defense policy studies at the corporate-backed Heritage Foundation.  50

 
Michael Dougherty ​is the CEO of Secure Identity & Biometrics Association, a trade             
group that represents the interests of member corporations whose business is           
security screening technology for airports and border crossings. Previously he          51

worked for Raytheon, a security contractor and, before that, as a Homeland Security             
official under President George W. Bush. 
 

43 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/donald-trumps-transition-team-relies-on-a-mix-of-gop-traditionalists-an
d-outsiders-1478817889  
44 ​http://www.politico.com/story/2015/05/andrew-bremberg-joins-scott-walker-117987  
45 
https://www.greatagain.gov/news/president-elect-trump-announces-additional-agency-landing-team-
members-0.html  
46 
http://www.politico.com/tipsheets/politico-pulse/2016/11/the-trump-transition-more-details-on-his
-health-plan-and-transition-217369  
47 
http://www.politico.com/tipsheets/politico-pulse/2016/11/the-trump-transition-more-details-on-his
-health-plan-and-transition-217369  
48 ​http://www.alston.com/professionals/paula-stannard/  
49 
http://www.lifehealthpro.com/2016/11/23/5-things-to-know-about-trump-hhs-shaper-paula-stan?slr
eturn=1480439442  
50 
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/trumps-transition-team-signals-return-gop-establishment-07270396
5.html  
51 ​http://www.sibassoc.org/members​ ; 
https://theintercept.com/2016/11/22/trump-transition-lobbyists-2/  
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
 
Doug Domenech is director of the Fueling Freedom Project at the Texas Public             
Policy Foundation. He previously worked as Virginia’s Secretary of Natural          52

Resources, and served in the U.S. Department of the Interior. He also worked for              53

12 years for the Forest Resources Association, a national trade association           
representing the forest products industry. He was a federal lobbyist for the Home             54

School Legal Defense Association (1999-2002) and Artemis Strategies (2009-2010),         
the latter on behalf of clients including the KraftHeinz and the Manufacturers            
Association of Israel.  
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
Zina Bash lists her most recent listed employer is Doctors’ Hospital at Renaissance,             
where her father-in-law is or was chief executive. She has been a U.S. Supreme              55

Court clerk, counsel to the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee and an associate            
attorney at Gibson Dunn.  56

 
James Burnham is an associate at Jones Day, where he represents companies and             
individuals in criminal and civil litigation against the federal government, state           
governments, and other governmental entities. He represented Virginia Governor         57

Bob McDonnell in his U.S. Supreme Court case challenging a corruption conviction,            
and the Noel Canning company in a separation of powers case at the U.S. Supreme               
Court, challenging action by the National Labor Relations Board.  
 
Brian Benczkowski is a partner with Kirkland & Ellis. His practice focuses on             58

litigation and white collar criminal defense. He served previously as the chief of staff              
for the Office of the Attorney General and the Office of the Deputy Attorney General,               
and in other positions at the U.S. Department of Justice. 
 
William “Bill” Cleveland ​is a former vice mayor of Alexandria, Virginia. A            59

Vietnam veteran and former member of the U.S. Capitol police force, he ran for              
mayor and received an endorsement from ​The Washington Times​ , which noted “he            
stands out as the obvious law-and-order candidate” with “impressive” credentials as           
a “fiscal conservative.”  60

52 ​http://www.texaspolicy.com/experts/detail/doug-domenech  
53 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/doug-domenech-6a84018  
54 ​https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Domenech  
55 ​http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/08/fashion/weddings/08gelman.html  
56 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/zina-bash-19b8b2a4  
57 ​http://www.jonesday.com/jmburnham/?section=Publications  
58 ​https://www.kirkland.com/sitecontent.cfm?contentID=220&itemID=10007  
59 ​http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/2007/may/30/the-return-of-bill-cleveland/  
60 ​http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2003/may/5/20030505-103134-4934r/  
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http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2003/may/5/20030505-103134-4934r/


 
David Higbee ​is a partner with Hunton & Williams, representing corporate clients            
undergoing criminal and civil investigations by the Justice Department and state           
attorneys general. He worked for the administration of George W. Bush from 2001             61

to 2005, including in the Antitrust Division of the Justice Department.  62

 
Greg Katsas is a partner at Jones Day, where he handles complex litigation for              
corporations in areas including administrative law, antitrust, constitutional law,         
employment discrimination, international law and arbitration, and products        
liability. He has done extensive work for tobacco companies and argued the first             63

U.S. Supreme Court challenge to the Affordable Care Act. Between 2001 and 2009,             
he served in many senior positions in the U.S. Department of Justice. 
 
Jessie Liu is a litigator in Morrison & Foerster's Washington D.C. and Northern             
Virginia offices who focuses on advising and defending companies and individuals           
facing government investigations or enforcement actions, within the United States          
or around the world. She previously worked an assistant United States attorney            64

for the District of Columbia and at the Department of Justice. 
 
J. Patrick Rowan is a partner at McGuireWoods, where his practice focuses on             
corporate criminal and civil enforcement proceedings and internal investigations.         
He previously worked for 18 years in the Department of Justice.  65

 
Ronald Tenpas is a partner at Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, where he represents             
clients in criminal investigations related to alleged environmental violations, import          
and customs matters. He previously served as Assistant Attorney General for the            
Environment and Natural Resources Division of the U.S. Department of Justice.  66

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
 
Loren Smith works with the political intelligence firm Capital Alpha Partners. He            67

formerly was special assistant for public affairs at the U.S. Department of Labor. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 

61 ​https://www.hunton.com/david_higbee/  
62 ​http://www.reuters.com/article/usa-trump-antitrust-idUSL1N1DU00K?type=companyNews  
63 ​http://www.jonesday.com/ggkatsas/  
64 ​https://www.mofo.com/people/jessie-liu.html  
65 ​https://www.mcguirewoods.com/People/R/J-Patrick-Rowan.aspx  
66 ​https://www.morganlewis.com/bios/rtenpas  
67 ​http://www.capalphadc.com/team/Loren_Smith  
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Ashley Bell is a partner with the Atlanta-based law firm Bell and Washington, and              68

senior strategist for the Republican National Committee. He is a member of the             69

AIPAC National Council. 
 
Robert Blau ​is a former diplomat who served in the U.S. State Department as              
deputy director of Cuban Affairs. According to CNN, he has a reputation as a “Cuba               70

hawk.”  71

 
Christopher Burnham is the chairman and CEO of Cambridge Global Capital, a            
merchant bank he co-founded in 2013. From 2006 to 2013, Burnham was vice             72

chairman and managing director of Deutsche Asset Management (DeAM) and global           
co-head of Deutsche Bank's private equity group. Prior to joining Deutsche Bank,            
Burnham served as under-secretary-general of the United Nations for management,          
and held various positions in the U.S. State Department. 
 
Charles Glazer is a financial advisor with Fieldpoint Private Securities, served           
previously as U.S. Ambassador to El Salvador, and was formerly CEO of C.L Glazer, a               
brokerage and investment banking firm.  73

 
Alexander Gray was a Trump campaign advisor and previously worked for           
Republican Congressman Randy Forbes.  74

 
Steven Groves is a research fellow at the corporate-backed Heritage Foundation           
and former senior counsel to the U.S. Senate Permanent Subcommittee on           
Investigations.   75

 
Erin Walsh served as executive director and head of Goldman Sachs’ Office of             
Corporate Engagement for Asia Pacific and was previously senior advisor in the            
Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs at the U.S. Department of State.  76

 
Jackie Wolcott ​is a commissioner at the U.S. Commission on International Religious            
Freedom, where she was previously executive director. She has held a variety of             
official foreign policy positions, including serving as deputy assistant secretary of           
state in the Bureau of International Organization Affairs.  77

68 ​http://bellwashington.com/about-us/ashley-bell/  
69 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/ashley-d-bell-5844631  
70 ​https://www.rt.com/usa/368481-trump-cuba-deal-embargo/  
71 ​http://www.cnn.com/2016/11/29/politics/trump-cuba-cold-front/index.html  
72 ​https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Burnham  
73 ​https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_L._Glazer  
74 
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/11/07/donald-trumps-peace-through-strength-vision-for-the-asia-paci
fic/  
75 ​http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/g/steven-groves  
76 ​https://theantiquitiescoalition.org/about-us/erin-walsh/  
77 ​http://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/press-releases/new-uscirf-commissioner-appointed-1  
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
 
Mauricio Claver-Carone is the executive director of Cuba Democracy Advocates          
and an advocate for U.S. policies against the Cuban government.  78

 
Curtis Dubay is a research fellow at the corporate-backed Heritage Foundation.           79

Before joining Heritage in November 2008, Dubay was a senior associate at            
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), where he structured international transactions as        
part of the accounting firm's Transfer Pricing Group.  
 
Eileen O’Connor is a tax lawyer with the Law Office of Eileen J. O’Connor.              80

Previously serving as head of the federal tax controversy and tax policy practice at              
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, she represented individual, corporate, and         
non-profit clients in IRS audits, appeals, and criminal investigations, in offshore           
voluntary disclosures, and, in the case of Swiss banks, in connection with the DOJ              
Tax Division’s program to obtain non-prosecution agreements. Prior to that, she was            
assistant attorney general for the Justice Department’s Tax Division. 
 
Judy Shelton is a self-employed economist who is or was a senior fellow with the               
corporate-backed libertarian Atlas Network. She supports a return to the gold           81

standard.  82

 
Bill Walton​, along with David Malpass, is at the top of the agency transition chart on                
economic issues. He is chairman Rappahannock Ventures LLC, a private equity           83

firm. He is also a senior fellow at the Discovery Institute, which promotes the theory               
of intelligent design over evolution. At the Discovery Institute, Walton is a senior             84

fellow of the Center on Wealth, Poverty and, Morality, which seeks to “provide a              
multifaceted defense of the practical and moral necessity of free markets.”  85

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
Nancy Butler is the retired vice president for government/federal relations of           
AECOM, a Fortune 500 engineering company. Prior to her 22 years at AECOM, she              
served as director of communications for the U.S. Department of Transportation.  86

78 ​https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauricio_Claver-Carone  
79 ​http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/d/curtis-dubay  
80 ​http://www.ejoconnor.com/  
81 ​https://www.atlasnetwork.org/about/people/judy-shelton-ph.d  
82 ​http://fortune.com/2016/08/18/trump-gold-standard-economic-advisor-woman-judy-shelton/  
83 ​https://www.politicopro.com/f/?id=00000158-4ae1-dd2d-a1fc-4bf3993e0000  
84 ​http://www.discovery.org/p/641  
85 ​https://www.discovery.org/econ/about/  
86 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/nancy-butler-09383613  
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA) 
 
Michael Meese served 32 years in the Army, including deployments as chief of staff              
to General David Petraeus in Iraq and Afghanistan. He is the son of Edwin Meese,               
who is also on the transition team.   87

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) 
 
Myron Ebell is the head of environmental and energy policy at the Competitive             
Enterprise Institute, a corporate-backed libertarian advocacy group. He is one of           88

the nation’s most prominent critics of the scientific consensus that the earth is             
warming due to the manmade causes.  89

 
 
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 
 
Bradley Bondi ​is a partner in Cahill’s litigation practice group and is a leader of its                
securities enforcement and regulatory practices. He defends companies and         90

individuals in enforcement actions initiated by federal and state agencies and           
departments, including the Securities and Exchange Commission and the         
Department of Justice. 
 
 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (FCC) 
 
Jeffrey Eisenach is managing director and co-chair of the Communications, Media           
and Internet Practice for National Economic Research Associates. Eisenach         91

opposes proposed FCC rules calling for “net neutrality,” which would require           
Internet service providers to permit content to travel over the Internet equality            
regardless of the source of the content. ​The New York Times reported that Eisenach              
has served as a consultant for Verizon and other telecommunications companies.           92

87 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2016/11/11/this-retired-army-general-was
-a-scholar-and-acolyte-of-david-petraeus-now-hes-on-team-trump/  
88 ​http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/23/AR2006052301305_pf.html  
89 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/meet-myron-ebell-the-climate-contrarian-leading-trumps
-epa-transition/  
90 ​https://www.cahill.com/professionals/bradley-bondi  
91 ​http://www.nera.com/experts/dr-jeffrey-a-eisenach.html  
92 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/12/us/politics/trump-campaigned-against-lobbyists-now-theyre-
on-his-transition-team.html  
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Eisenach posted to his Twitter account that is he not currently working for Verizon              
and has no business before FCC at present. He is a visiting scholar at the American                93

Enterprise Institute. 
  
Mark Jamison formerly worked on Sprint’s lobbying team and now heads the            
utility-funded University of Florida’s Public Utility Research Center. Fortune calls          94

him a “staunch opponent” of net neutrality, as well as cable set-top box regulation.  95

 
 
FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Sharon Brown-Hruska served as acting chairman of the CFTC under the           96

administration of President George W. Bush. Currently she is the director of            97

National Economic Research Associates’ Securities and Finance Practice and the          
White Collar, Investigations and Enforcement Practice. She also is a member of the             
CFTC’s Energy and Environmental Markets Advisory Committee and a professor at           98

Tulane University. She is also a member of the landing team for the Commodity              
Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) and the U.S. Securities and Exchange          
Commission (SEC). 
 
 
FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION (FDIC) 
 
Paul Atkins is in charge of financial regulation for the Trump transition. He is the               99

CEO of Patomak Global Partners, a consulting firm that advises financial services            100

companies on compliance issues. Atkins formerly served as a Republican          
commissioner of the Securities and Exchange Commission, where he was viewed as            
being largely opposed to regulation. He is also a member of the landing teams for               101

the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) and the Office of the Comptroller            
of the Currency (OCC). 
  

93 ​https://twitter.com/JeffEisenach  
94 ​http://warrington.ufl.edu/contact/profile.asp?WEBID=1217​ ; 
http://warrington.ufl.edu/centers/purc/about/  
95 ​http://fortune.com/2016/11/21/trump-net-neutrality-fcc/  
96 ​http://www.cftc.gov/PressRoom/PressReleases/pr5199-06  
97 ​http://www.nera.com/experts/dr-sharon-brown-hruska.html  
98 
http://www.cftc.gov/About/CFTCCommittees/EnergyEnvironmentalMarketsAdvisory/eemac_associat
emembers  
99 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/donald-trumps-point-man-on-financial-regulation-a-former-regulator-w
ho-favors-a-light-touch-1478860201  
100 ​https://www.patomak.com/paulatkins  
101 
http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2016-11-09/trump-said-to-tap-critic-of-wall-street-rule
s-to-aid-transition  
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FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY (FHFA) 
 
Timothy Bitsberger served as managing director of BNP Paribas until November           
2015. He worked before that at Booz Allen and Freddie Mac. He was Assistant              102

Secretary for Financial Markets at the U.S. Treasury for four years during the George              
W. Bush administration. 
 
 
FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD 
 
Ralph Ferrara ​is a securities and white collar criminal defense attorney at            
Proskauer Rose. His prior clients include a long list of insurance companies, Royal             103

Dutch Shell and Global Crossing. He previously served as general counsel of the             
Securities and Exchange Commission. 
 
 
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION (FTC) 
 
Alex Pollock is distinguished senior fellow and financial systems studies director           104

at the corporate-backed, libertarian think tank R Street Institute and formerly a            105

fellow at the American Enterprise Institute. He is the previous president and CEO of              
the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago. He has served for a dozen years on the                
board of directors of the CME Group, a derivatives trading platform company. He             106

is also on landing team for the Financial Stability Oversight Council. 
 
 
FINANCIAL STABILITY OVERSIGHT COUNCIL (FSOC) 
 
Alex Pollock is distinguished senior fellow and financial systems studies director           107

at the corporate-backed, libertarian think tank R Street Institute and formerly a            108

fellow at the American Enterprise Institute. He is the previous president and CEO of              
the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago. He has served for a dozen years on the                
board of directors of the CME Group, a derivatives trading platform company. He             109

is also on the landing team for the Federal Trade Commission. 
 
 

102 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/timbitsberger  
103 ​http://www.proskauer.com/professionals/ralph-ferrara/  
104 ​http://www.rstreet.org/people/alex-j-pollock/  
105 ​http://www.rstreet.org/about/funding-and-expenditures/  
106 ​http://investor.cmegroup.com/investor-relations/directors.cfm?bioID=7644  
107 ​http://www.rstreet.org/people/alex-j-pollock/  
108 ​http://www.rstreet.org/about/funding-and-expenditures/  
109 ​http://investor.cmegroup.com/investor-relations/directors.cfm?bioID=7644  
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
 
Robert Mackichan is a former general counsel for the General Services           
Administration who now works as a partner at the Washington, D.C., law firm             
Holland & Knight, specializing in representing business interests (building owners,          
real estate developers, etc.) in disputes with the government. As a federal lobbyist             110

for Holland & Knight 2002-2013, his corporate clients included American Express,           
Coach, Northrop Grumman. 
 
 
NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION (NCUA) 
 
Michael Fryzel is a former chairman and board member of the National Credit             
Union Administration under the administrations of President George W. Bush and           
President Barack Obama who now works in private practice (Michael E. Fryzel &             
Associates, Financial Service Consultants).  111

 
 
NATIONAL SERCURITY COUNCIL  
 
Marshall Billingslea is a director with Deloitte Consulting who works on national            
security issues. Previously he was an official at the Department of Defense, the             112

Navy, the State Department and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.  113

  
Tera Dahl is the executive director of Council on Global Security, a nonprofit that              
accepts corporate funds and, according to its website, was “established to uncover            
and counter the totalitarian ideologies that endanger individual liberty and human           
development around the world.” A frequent contributor to Breitbart.com, the          114 115

far-right website that Steve Bannon, Trump’s chief strategist, once led, Dahl was a             
formerly the personal assistant to 2012 Republican presidential candidate and          
former member of Congress Michele Bachmann.  116

 
Thomas Higgins is the chief administrative officer and executive vice president of            
First Data Corporation, a payment processing technology company. He worked on           117

national security for the federal government for 24 years. Before First Data, he led              
military and veteran initiatives for JPMorgan Chase. 
 

110 ​https://www.hklaw.com/Robert-MacKichan/  
111 ​https://www.ncua.gov/About/Pages/history/leadership.aspx  
112 ​http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/feb/16/movers-shakers-80220005/  
113 ​https://www.opensecrets.org/revolving/rev_summary.php?id=70977  
114 ​http://councilonglobalsecurity.org/mission-statement/  
115 ​http://www.breitbart.com/author/tera-dahl/  
116 ​http://councilonglobalsecurity.org/about/staff/tera-dahl/  
117 ​https://www.firstdata.com/en_us/about-first-data/leadership-team/tom-higgins-bio.html  
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Sven Kramer is a distinguished fellow in National Security Affairs at the American             
Foreign Policy Council. He served on the National Security Council under the            118

administrations of Presidents Johnson, Nixon, Ford and Reagan and in the Office of             
the Secretary of Defense under the Kennedy and George W. Bush administrations. 
 
Mark Scraba is the president of 29K Leaders, a private leadership consulting firm.            

A brigadier general, he served in the Office of Defense Secretary Robert Gates              119

under the administration of President George W. Bush and directed efforts to            
combat drug trafficking for the U.S. European Command. He was one of the             120

military leaders who endorsed Trump during his presidential campaign.  121

 
Kiron Skinner, Ph.D., is the director of Carnegie Mellon University’s Center for            
International Relations and Politics and a research fellow at the Hoover           122

Institution, which receives funding from conservative Scaife and Walton         123

foundations. She served in various policy advisory roles under the President George            
W. Bush administration.  
 
 
OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY (OCC) 
 
Paul Atkins is in charge of financial regulation for the Trump transition. He is the               124

CEO of Patomak Global Partners, a consulting firm that advises financial services            125

companies on compliance issues. Atkins formerly served as a Republican          
commissioner of the Securities and Exchange Commission, where he was viewed as            
being largely opposed to regulation. He is also a member of the landing teams for               126

the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and the Consumer Financial          
Protection Bureau (CFPB). 
 
 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET (OMB) 
 

118 ​http://www.afpc.org/expert_listings/view/34  
119 ​https://www.29kleaders.com/our-president.html  
120 
http://www.stripes.com/news/eucom-center-bolsters-collaboration-to-stem-drug-trafficking-1.18773
2  
121 ​http://www.foxnews.com/on-air/fox-and-friends/blog/2016/09/06/open-letter-military-leaders  
122 ​https://www.cmu.edu/ips/people/director/kiron-skinner.html  
123 ​http://www.hoover.org/profiles/kiron-k-skinner  
124 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/donald-trumps-point-man-on-financial-regulation-a-former-regulator-w
ho-favors-a-light-touch-1478860201  
125 ​https://www.patomak.com/paulatkins  
126 
http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2016-11-09/trump-said-to-tap-critic-of-wall-street-rule
s-to-aid-transition  
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Dan Kowalski is deputy staff director for the Republican-led U.S. Senate Budget            
Committee. He worked for the Congressional Budget Office under the          127

administration of President Bill Clinton and for the House Budget Committee from            
1998 to 2007.  
 
Linda Springer is working on Office of Management and Budget issues. She is a              128

previous director of the Office of Personnel Management and controller of the Office             
of Management and Budget. Following her government service, Springer became an           
executive director in Ernst & Young’s government and public sector practice. 
 
 
OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT (OPM) 
 
Paul Conway served as the ​chief of staff for the Office of Personnel Management              
under the administration of President George W. Bush. His experience ​includes           129

stints at the corporate-backed Heritage Foundation and the Koch-backed Generation          
Opportunity, the billionaire brothers’ millennial outreach effort. Previously he         
worked in the Labor Department and in the Education Department under President            
Ronald Reagan. 
 
 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
 
Geof Kahn is a congressional staff member for the U.S. House of Representatives’             
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.  130

 
 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION (SEC) 
 
Sharon Brown-Hruska served as acting chairman of the CFTC under the           131

administration of President George W. Bush. Currently she is the director of            132

National Economic Research Associates’ Securities and Finance Practice and the          
White Collar, Investigations and Enforcement Practice. She also is a member of the             

127 
http://www.govexec.com/management/2016/11/bush-opm-directors-tapped-trumps-management-a
nd-budget-transition-team/133078/ 
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/the-man-who-helped-pass-the-gop-budget/article/2579752  
128 
http://www.govexec.com/management/2016/11/trump-names-transition-leaders-government-mana
gement-agencies/133365/  
129 
http://www.govexec.com/management/2016/11/trump-names-transition-leaders-government-mana
gement-agencies/133365/  
130 ​http://congressional-staff.insidegov.com/l/21997/Geoffrey-R-Kahn  
131 ​http://www.cftc.gov/PressRoom/PressReleases/pr5199-06  
132 ​http://www.nera.com/experts/dr-sharon-brown-hruska.html  
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http://www.govexec.com/management/2016/11/trump-names-transition-leaders-government-management-agencies/133365/
http://congressional-staff.insidegov.com/l/21997/Geoffrey-R-Kahn
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CFTC’s Energy and Environmental Markets Advisory Committee and a professor          133

at Tulane University. She is also a member of the landing team for the Commodity               
Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) and the Farm Credit Administration (FCA). 
 
 
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
 
David Black​ is general counsel at the Social Security Administration.  134

 
Tom Leppert ​is the former CEO of Kaplan, Inc., a corporation that provides services              
for preparing for standardized tests. The mayor of Dallas, Texas, from 2007 to             135

2011, Leppert’s political career stalled after a failed bid for U.S. Senate. During his              136

senate campaign, he voiced support for privatizing Social Security and Medicare.            137

Leppert also is a member of the landing team for the Commerce Department. 
 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
 
Mary Anne Bradfield is a supervisor in records management for Accelerated           
Development & Support Corp, a former deputy assistant administrator at the Small            
Business Administration and a former state lobbyist for the National Rifle           
Association.  138

 
 
U.S. TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Dan DiMicco is overseeing the transition for the Office of the U.S. Trade             
Representative. DiMicco was Trump’s top trade advisor during the campaign.          139 140

DiMicco was the CEO of Nucor, a successful steel company based in North Carolina,              
from 2000 to 2013. DiMicco is on the board of Duke Energy, an electric power               141

company.  142

133 
http://www.cftc.gov/About/CFTCCommittees/EnergyEnvironmentalMarketsAdvisory/eemac_associat
emembers  
134 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/david-black-4a37b341  
135 ​http://kaplan.com/  
136 ​http://www.politico.com/story/2012/05/cruz-dewhurst-head-to-texas-senate-run-off-076850  
137 
http://www.wcyb.com/news/trumps-social-security-point-man-called-for-privatization/178508692  
138 ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/mabradfield  
139 ​https://www.politicopro.com/f/?id=00000158-4ad0-d963-a7dc-6bdd9acd0001  
140 ​http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/business/article86278577.html  
141 ​http://www.wsj.com/articles/book-review-american-made-by-dan-dimicco-1425427374  
142 
https://www.duke-energy.com/our%20company/investors/corporate%20governance/board/board
%20of%20directors  
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Robert Lighthizer is a partner at the law firm Skadden Arps, where his clients              
include large U.S. corporations and coalitions. He represents heavy         143

manufacturing, agricultural and high-tech companies, as well as financial services          
institutions. He served as deputy U.S. Trade Representative during the Reagan           
administration. His corporate lobbying clients have included US Steel, Corning,          
Colgate-Palmolive, Entergy Corp, AIG, News Corp, PhRMA and Glaxosmithkline. 
 
 

  

143 ​https://www.skadden.com/professionals/robert-e-lighthizer  
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APPENDIX 
List of 75 Landing Team Members Announced Since November 28, 2016, 

Included in Corporate Affiliation and Lobbying Tallies 
  

Name Agency(ies) 
Corporate 
Affiliation 

Former 
Registered 
Lobbyist 

Sharon Brown-Hruska CFTC, SEC, FCA 0 0 

Paul Atkins CFPB, FDIC, OCC 1 0 

CJ Jordan CFPB 0 0 

Joel Leftwich USDA 1 1 

William Gaynor Commerce Department 1 1 

Tom Leppert 
Commerce Department, Social   
Security Administration 1 0 

Ray Washburne Commerce Department 1 0 

David Bohigian Commerce Department 1 0 

Joan Maginnis Commerce Department 0 0 

George Sifakis Commerce Department 1 1 

James Manning Education Department 0 0 

Greg Gardner Defense Department 1 1 

Mira Ricardel Defense Department 1 0 

Keith Kellogg Defense Department 1 0 

Thomas Carter Defense Department 1 1 

Michael Duffey Defense Department 0 0 

William Hartzog Defense Department 1 1 

Justin Johnson Defense Department 1 0 

Earl Matthews Defense Department 0 0 

Bert Mizusawa Defense Department 0 0 

Sergio de la Pena Defense Department 1 0 

Thomas Pyle Energy Department 1 1 

Andrew Bremberg HHS 0 0 

Paula Stannard HHS 1 0 
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Jim Carfano Homeland Security 1 0 

Michael Dougherty Homeland Security 1 0 

Doug Domenech Interior Department 1 1 

James Burnham Justice Department 1 0 

J. Patrick Rowan Justice Department 1 0 

Jessie Liu Justice Department 1 0 

Ronald Tenpas Justice Department 1 0 

Brian Benczkowski Justice Department 1 0 

Zina Bash Justice Department 0 0 

Greg Katsas Justice Department 1 0 

William Cleveland Justice Department 0 0 

David Higbee Justice Department 1 0 

Loren Smith Labor Department 1 0 

Steven Groves State Department 1 0 

Erin Walsh State Department 1 0 

Alexander Gray State Department 0 0 

Jackie Wolcott State Department 0 0 

Ashley Bell State Department 0 0 

Charles Glazer State Department 1 0 

Christopher Burnham State Department 1 0 

Robert Blau State Department 0 0 

Eileen O'Connor Treasury Department 1 0 

Bill Walton Treasury Department 1 0 

Curtis Dubay Treasury Department 1 0 

Judy Shelton Treasury Department 1 0 

Mauricio Claver-Carone Treasury Department 0 1 

Nancy Butler Transportation Department 1 1 

Michael Meese VA 0 0 

Myron Ebell EPA 1 0 
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Bradley Bondi Export-Import Bank 1 0 

Jeffrey Esenach FCC 1 0 

Mark Jamison FCC 1 1 

Timothy Bitsberger FHFA 1 0 

Ralph Ferrara Federal Reserve Board 1 0 

Alex Pollock FTC, FSOC 1 0 

Robert Mackichan General Services Admin 1 1 

Michael Fryzel NCUA 1 0 

Marshall Billingslea National Security Council 1 0 

Mark Scraba National Security Council 0 0 

Thomas Higgins National Security Council 1 0 

Sven Kramer National Security Council 0 0 

Tera Dahl National Security Council 1 0 

Kiron Skinner National Security Council 1 0 

Dan Kowalski OMB 0 0 

Linda Springer OMB 0 0 

Paul Conway OPM 1 0 

Geof Kahn 
Office of the Director of National      
Intelligence 0 0 

David Black Social Security Administration 0 0 

Mary Anne Bradfield Small Business Administration 1 1 

Dan DiMicco USTR 1 0 

Robert Lighthizer USTR 1 1 

    53 14 

    70.67% 18.67% 
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