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Petitioning is explicitly prohibited within 100 feet of polling places, and within 10 feet of
walking voters.

The law reads:

"3501.30: Polling place supplies.

(A) The board of elections shall provide for each polling place the necessary ballot boxes,
official ballots, cards of instructions, registration forms, pollbooks or poll lists, tally sheets,
forms on which to make summary statements, writing implements, paper, and all other
supplies necessary for casting and counting the ballots and recording the results of the
voting at the polling place. The pollbooks or poll lists shall have certificates appropriately
printed on them for the signatures of all the precinct officials, by which they shall certify
that, to the best of their knowledge and belief, the pollbooks or poll lists correctly show the
names of all electors who voted in the polling place at the election indicated in the
pollbooks or poll lists.

All of the following shall be included among the supplies provided to each polling place:

(4) Two or more small flags of the United States approximately fifteen inches in
length along the top, which shall be placed at a distance of one hundred feet from
the polling place on the thoroughfares or walkways leading to the polling place, to
mark the distance within which persons other than election officials, observers,
police officers, and electors waiting to mark, marking, or casting their ballots shall
not loiter, congregate, or engage in any kind of election campaigning. Where small
flags cannot reasonably be placed one hundred feet from the polling place, the
presiding election judge shall place the flags as near to one hundred feet from the
entrance to the polling place as is physically possible. Police officers and all election
officials shall see that this prohibition against loitering and congregating is
enforced."

"3501.35: (A) During an election and the counting of the ballots, no person shall do any of

the following:
(1) Loiter, congregate, or engage in any kind of election campaigning within the area
between the polling place and the small flags of the United States placed on the
thoroughfares and walkways leading to the polling place, and if the line of electors
waiting to vote extends beyond those small flags, within ten feet of any elector in
that line;
(2) In any manner hinder or delay an elector in reaching or leaving the place fixed
for casting the elector’s ballot;
(3) Give, tender, or exhibit any ballot or ticket to any person other than the elector’s
own ballot to the judge of election within the area between the polling place and the
small flags of the United States placed on the thoroughfares and walkways leading
to the polling place, and if the line of electors waiting to vote extends beyond those
small flags, within ten feet of any elector in that line;
(4) Exhibit any ticket or ballot which the elector intends to cast;
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(5) Solicit or in any manner attempt to influence any elector in casting the elector’s
vote.
(B) Except as otherwise provided in division (C) of section 3503.23 of the Revised Code, no
person who is not an election official, employee, observer, or police officer shall be allowed
to enter the polling place during the election, except for the purpose of voting or assisting
another person to vote as provided in section 3505.24 of the Revised Code.
(C) No more electors shall be allowed to approach the voting shelves at any time than there
are voting shelves provided.
(D) The judges of election and the police officer shall strictly enforce the observance of this
section."
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