








PRESCRIBING, .from page 4 
wa te t ns of billions of dollars, bare-
ly affordable by many people who pay 
for their own prescriptions. But there 
are much more serious consequences. 
More than 1.5 million people are hospi­
talized and more than 100,000 die each 
year from largely preventable adverse 
reactions to drugs that should not have 
been prescribed as they were in the 
first place. What follows is a summary 
of the seven all-too-often-deadly sins 
of prescribing. 

First: 1he "disease" for which a 
drug is prescribed is actually an 
adverse reaction to another drug, 
masquerading as a disease but unfor­
tunately not recognized by doctor and 
patient as such. Instead of lowering the 
dose of the offending drug or replacing 
it with a safer alternative, the physician 
adds a second drug to the regimen to 
"treat" the adverse drug reaction caused 
by the ftrst drug. Examples discussed in 
our book, Worst Pills, Best Pills, and on 
our website, http:! /www.worstpills.org, 
include drug-induced parkinsonism, 
depression, sexual dysfunction, insom­
nia, psychoses, constipation, and many 
other problems. 

Second: A drug is used to treat a 
problem that, although in some 
cases susceptible to a phannaceuti­
cal solution, should first be treated 
with commonsense lifestyle 
changes. Problems such as insomnia 
and abdominal pain often have causes 
that respond very well to nondrug 
treatment, and often the physician can 
uncover these causes by taking a care­
ful history. Other examples include 
medical problems such as high blood 
pressure, mild adult-onset diabetes, 
obesity, anxiety, and situational depres­
sion. Doctors should recommend 
lifestyle changes as the first approach 
for these conditions, rather than auto­
matically reach for the prescription 
pad. 

Third: The medical problem is 
both self-limited and completely 
unresponsive to treatments such as 
antibiotics or does not merit treat­
ment with certain drugs. This is seen 
most clearly with viral infections such 
as colds and bronchitis in otherwise 
healthy children or adults. 

Fourth: A drug is the preferred 

treatment for the medical problem, 
but instead of the safest, most effec­
tive-and often least expensive-treat­
ment, the physician prescribes one 
of the Do Not Use drugs listed in our 
book, Worst PiUs, Best PiUs, or 
another, much less preferable alter­
native. An example of a less preferable 
alternative would be a drug to which 
the patient has a known allergy that the 
physician did not ask about. 

Fifth: Two drugs interact. Each on 
its own may be safe and effective, 
but together they can cause serious 
injury or deatl1. 

Sixth: Two or more drugs in the 
same therapeutic category are used, 
the additional one(s) not adding to 
the effectiveness of the f'trst but 
clearly increasing the risk to the 
patient. Sometimes the drugs come in 
a fixed combination pill, sometimes as 
two different pills. Often heart drugs or 
mind-affecting drugs are prescribed in 
this manner. 

Seventh: The right drug is 
prescribed, but the dose is danger­
ously high. This problem is seen most 
often in older adults, who cannot 
metabolize or excrete drugs as rapidly 
as younger people. This problem is 
also seen in small people who are 
usually prescribed the same dose as 
that prescribed to people weighing two 
to three times as much as they do. 
Thus, per pound, they are getting two 
to three times as much medicine as the 
larger person. 

Evidence of Misprescribing and 
Overprescribing 

Here are some examples from 
recent studies by a growing number of 
medical researchers documenting 
misprescribing and overprescribing of 
specific types of drugs: 

Treating Adverse Drug Reactions 
with More Drugs 

Researchers at the University of 
Toronto and at Harvard have clearly 
documented and articulated what they 
call the prescribing cascade. It begins 
when an adverse drug reaction is 
misinterpreted as a new medical condi­
tion. Another drug is then prescribed, 
and the patient is placed at risk of 
developing additional adverse effects 

relating to this potentially unnecessary 
treatment. To prevent this prescribing 
cascade, doctors -and patients -
should follow what we call Rule 7 of 
the Ten Rules for Safer Drug Use (see 
the section of our book or our web 
site, http:/ /www.worstpills .org, titled 
"Protecting Yourself and Your Family 
from Preventable Drug-induced 
Injury"): Assume that any new symp­
tom you develop after starting a new 
drug might be caused by the drug. If 
you have a new symptom, report it to 
your doctor. 

Some of the instances of the 
prescribing cascade that these and 
other researchers have documented 
include: 
• The increased use of anti­
Parkinson's drugs to treat drug­
induced parkinsonism caused by 
the heartburn drug metoclopramide 
(REGLAN) or by some of the older 
antipsychotic drugs . 
• A sharply increased use of laxatives 
in people with decreased bowel activi­
ty that has been caused by antihista­
mines such as diphenhydramine 
(BENADRYL), antidepressants such as 
amitriptyline (ELAVIL)- a Do Not Use 
drug - or some antipsychotic drugs 
such as thioridazine (MELLARIL). 
• An increased use of antihyperten­
sive drugs in people with high blood 
pressure that was caused or increased 
by very high doses of nonsteroidal anti­
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), used as 
painkillers or for arthritis. 

Failing to Treat Certain Problems 
with Nondrug Treatments 

Research has shown that many 
doctors are too quick to pull the 
prescription trigger. In one study, in 
which doctors and nurse practitioners 
were presented with part of a clinical 
scenario - as would occur when first 
seeing a patient with a medical prob­
lem - and then encouraged to ask to 
find out more about the source of the 
problem, 65% of doctors recommend­
ed that a patient complaining of insom­
nia be treated with sleeping pills even 
though, had they asked more ques­
tions about the patient, they would 
have found that the patient was not 
exercising, was drinking coffee in the 
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evening, and, ruthougll awakening at 4 
a.m., was actually getting seven hours 
of sleep by then. 

In a similar study, doctors were 
presented with a patient who 
complained of abdominal pain and 
whose endoscopy showed diffuse irri­
tation in the stomach. Sixty-five percent 
of the doctors recommended treating 
the problem with a drug-a histamine 
antagonist (such as Zantac, Pepcid, or 
Tagamet). Had they asked more ques­
tions they would have discovered that 
the patient was using aspirin, drinking 
a lot of coffee, smoking cigarettes, and 
was under considerable emotional 
stress - all potential contributing 
factors to abdominal pain and stomach 
irritation. 

In summarizing the origin of this 
ovetprescribing problem, the authors 
stated: "Apparently quite early in the 
formulation of the problem, the 
conceptual focus [of the doctor] 
appears to shift from broader questions 
like 'What is wrong with this patient?' or 
'What can I do to help?' to the much 
narrower concern, 'Which presCtiption 
shall I write?"' They argued that this 
approach was supported by the 
"barrage" of promotional materials that 
only address drug treatment, not the 
more sensible lifestyle changes to 
prevent the problem. 

In both of the above scenarios, 
nurse practitioners were much more 
likely than doctors to take an adequate 
history tl1at elicited the causes of the 
problems and, not sutprisingly, were 
only one-third as likely as the doctors 
to decide on a prescription as the 
remedy instead of suggesting changes 
in the patient's habits. 

Throughout our book, in the discus­
sions about insomnia, high blood pres­
sure, situational depression, mild adult­
onset diabetes, and other problems, 
you will find out about the proven­
effective nondrug remedies that should 
first be pursued before yielding to the 
riskier pharmaceutical solutions. 

Treating Diseases with Drugs 
That Are Not Effective for 
Those Problems 

Two recently published studies, 
based on nationwide data from office 
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visits for children and adults, have deci­
sively documented the expensive and 
dangerous massive ovetprescribing of 
antibiotics for conditions that, because 
of their viral origin, do not respond to 
these drugs. Forty-four percent of chil­
dren under 18 years old were given 
antibiotics for treatment of a cold and 
75% for treatment of bronchitis. 
Sinlilarly, 51% of people 18 or older 
were treated with antibiotics for colds 
and 66% for bronchitis. Despite the 
lack of evidence of any benefit for most 
people from these treatments, more 
than 23 million prescriptions a year 
were written for colds, bronchitis, and 
upper respiratory infections. This 
accounted for approxinlately one-fifth 
of all prescriptions for antibiotics writ­
ten for children or adults. An accompa­
nying editorial warned of "increased 
costs from unnecessary prescriptions, 
adverse drug reactions, and [subse­
quent] treatment failures in patients 
with antibiotic-resistant infections" as 
the reasons to try to reduce this 
epidemic of unnecessary antibiotic 
prescribing. 

Sinillar misprescribing of a drug 
useful and important for certain prob­
lems, but not necessary or effective, 
and often dangerous, for other prob­
lems can be seen in another recent 
study. In this case, 47% of the people 
admitted to a nursing home who were 
taking digoxin, an important drug for 
treating an abnormal heart rhythm 
called atrial fibrillation or for treating 
severe congestive heart failure, did not 
have either of tl1ese medical problems 
and were thereby being put at risk for 
life-threatening digitalis toxicity without 
the possibility of any benefit. 

A final example in this category 
involves the overuse of a certain of 
drugs, in this case calcium channel 
blockers, which have not been estab­
lished as effective for treating people 
who have had a recent heart attack. 
The study shows that this prescribing 
pattern actually did indirect damage to 
patients because their use was replac­
ing the use of beta-blockers, drugs 
shown to be very effective for reducing 
the subsequent risk of death or hospi­
talization following a heart attack. Use 
of a calcium channel blocker instead of 
a beta-blocker was associated with a 

doubled risk of death, and beta-block­
er recipients were hospitalized 22% 
less often than nonrecipients. 

Prescribing Do Not Use Drugs 
There are 181 Do Not Use drugs list­

ed in our book, Won-t Pills, Best Pills 
(available to purchase at https:! I 
www.citizen.org/wpbp, or see our ad 
in this issue for ordering information), 
for which we recommend safer alterna­
tives. Although the original deternlina­
tions for these Do Not Use drugs were 
based on their use by older adults, we 
have concluded that the same warnings 
apply to use by anyone. 

Also included in the book Won-t 
Pills, Best Pills are a number of drugs 
we label Do Not Use Until Seven 
Years After Release. We have applied 
this warning to drugs that have only 
recently appeared on the market, for 
which there is no evidence of their 
superiority over older drugs about 
which we have much more informa­
tion as to long-term safety and effec­
tiveness. Because of incomplete and 
worrisome safety information, there is 
a risk that some of these newer drugs 
will have to be banned. But by the time 
they have been on the market for 
seven years, it is much less likely that 
they will be banned, and it is much 
more likely that, if they are still being 
used, there will be much better infor­
mation about their safety and effective­
ness, such as a new black-box warning 
not present when the drugs were first 
marketed. 

Another category of drugs that is 
misprescribed even though there are 
safer alternatives are drugs to which 
patients are known to be allergic, but 
about which their physicians have not 
taken a careful medical history • 

To be continued in the May issue. 

For more information 
about misprescribed 

drugs, visit 
www.worstpills.org. 



Product Recalls 
February 17 - March 16, 2005 

This chart includes recalls from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Enforcement Report for drugs and dietary 
supplements, and Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) recalls of consumer products. 

DRUGS AND DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS 

The recalls noted here reflect actions taken by a firm to remove a product from the market. Recalls may be conduct­
ed on a firm's own initiative, by FDA request or by FDA order under statutory authority. A Class I recall is a situation 
in which there is a probability that the use of or exposure to the product will cause serious adverse health conse­
quences or death. Class II recalls may cause temporary or medically reversible adverse health consequences. A Class 
III situation is not likely to cause adverse health effects. If you have any of the drugs noted here, label them "Do Not 
Use" and put them in a secure place until you can return them to the place of purchase for a full refund. You can also 
contact the manufacturer. If you want to report an adverse drug reaction to the FDA, call (800) FDA-1088. The FDA 
Web site is wwwjda.gov. 

1\'ame of Drug m· Supplement; Class of Recall; Problem 

a) Nefazodone HCI Tablets, 50 mg; b) Nefazodone HCI 
Tablets, 100 mg; c) Nefazodone HCI Tablets, 150 mg; d) 
Nefazodone HCI Tablets, 200 mg, Class Ill, Dissolution failure. 

a) Pramosone cream 1%, Rx only; b) pramosone cream, 2.5% 
(hydrocortisone acetate 2.5%, Rx only, Class Ill, Defective container. 

CombiPatch (estradiol/norethindrone acetate transdermal system) 
0.05/0.14 mg per day, Rx only, Class II, Impurities/Degradation. 

Effervescent antacid and pain medication (aspirin 325 mg, 
citric acid 1000 mg and sodium bicarbonate 1916 mg), packaged 
under various store brands, Class Ill, Stability failure. · 

lmodium Advanced Caplets (Loperamide HCI 2 mg/Simethicone 
125 mg), Class Ill, Dissolution failure. 

Madame Pearl's brand Cough Syrup, OTC product, Class Ill, 
product has exceeded the label expiration date, and has been re­
labeled with a new production and expiration date without any 
supporting data. 

Megace Oral Suspension (megestrol acetate), 240 mL bottle, Rx 
Only, Class II, contains microbial contamination: mold and yeast. 

Premarin 0.625 mg (Conjugated Estrogens Tablets, USP), Rx only, 
Class Ill, dissolution failure. 

Ultra Flu and Ultra Cap, Nasal Decongestant, Cough 
Suppressant, Antihistamine, Class II, label lacks the declaration 
of pseudoephedrine HCI 30 mg. 

Up Your Gas Energy Booster, Dietary Supplement Caplets. 
Ingredients include extracts of ginseng, guarana seed, kola nut, yerba 
mate leaf and niacin, Class II, pesticide contamination. 

Lot #;Quantity and Distribution; Mauufacturel" 

a) Lot 118557A, Exp. Date 6/2005; 949 units; b) Lot 118550, Exp. Date 
7 /2005; 937 units; c) Lot 118552, Exp. Date 6/2005; 1348 units; d) Lot 
118555, Exp. Date 7 /2005; 1316 units; nationwide distribution; lvax 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Northvale, NJ. 

Multiple lots and expiration dates; 561,260 tubes distributed nation­
wide; Ferndale Laboratories, Inc., Ferndale, MI. 

Lot 7364101, Exp. date 04/2005; 20,057 packers distributed nation­
wide; Novartis Pharmaceuticals, Corp, East Hanover, NJ. 

Lots 3EP0066, 3EP0067, 3EP007 4, 3EP0075, 3EP0076, 3FP0001, 
3FP0002,3FP0003,3FP0076,3GP0001,3GP0002,3GP0026; 109,804 
packages distributed nationwide; Perrigo Company, Allegan, MI. 

Lot HPC025, Exp. date 1 0/31/05; Lot JHF082, Exp. date 6/30/06; 
258,750 pouches and 36,888 bottles distributed nationwide; McNeil 
Consumer & Specialty Pharmaceuticals, Fort Washington, PA. 

Old code: PO/BAT 19990805 Exp. date 200111 05; New code: PO/BAT 
20030805 Exp. date 20070605; 5 cases (6 x 12 bottles) distributed in 
PA, IL, and MA; Great Kingsland, Inc., Brooklyn, NY. 

Multiple lots and expiration dates; 23,439 bottles distributed nation­
wide; Bristol Myers Squibb Caribbean Company; Mayaguez, PR. 

Multiple lots; Exp. date 09/2005; 15,000,600 bottles distributed 
nationwide; Rx PAK, Memphis, TN. 

Lot #4293, Exp. date 9/2005; 2,342 bottles distributed nationwide; 
Weeks & Leo, Co., Inc., Urbandale, lA. 

Lot# 109810804, Exp. date 08/07; 3,480 bottles distributed in FL; 
Nutrition Formulators, Inc., Miami Lakes, FL. 

continued on page 8 

Public Citizen's Health Research Group + Health Letter + 7 



CONSUMER PRODUCTS 

Contact the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) for specific instructions or return the item to the place of 
purchase for a refund. For additional information from the Consumer Product Safety Commission, call their hotline at 
(800) 638-2772. The CPSC Web site is www.cpsc.gov. 

Name of Product; Problem 

ATVs. On some units, the nut which secures the front upper suspen­
sion arm pivot bolt could come loose during vehicle use. Continued 
use of the vehicle could allow the nut to come off, and the upper 
suspension A-arm pivot bolt to back partially out. This would result in 
a loss of steering control, and possibly cause the rider to crash and 
suffer injury or death. 

ATVs. Water can enter the throttle lever case and freeze, causing the 
throttle lever to become stuck and fail to automatically return to the 
idle position when the rider releases the throttle. The ATV may not 
slow down as the rider expects. The rider could lose control of the ATV 
and an accident resulting in injury or death could occur. 

Baby carriers. The shoulder strap support can detach from the 
hammock, posing a fall hazard to the baby. 

Baby rattle. A metal bar on the rattle can break off during use, 
releasing small round beads and small farm animal figures. The beads 
can pose an aspiration hazard to young children. The breakage also 
can create ragged edges on the ring, posing a laceration hazard. 

Bicycle frame. The frames on these bicycles can crack and fail 
during use, posing a risk of injury to riders. 

Bicycle suspension seat posts. The seat post could fail prema­
turely. A failure could lead to a crack in the bicycle seat post, which 
may cause the rider to fall or crash. 

Blenders. The blades can weaken or break during use while making 
frozen beverages. A broken blade presents a risk of injury if taken into 
the mouth or swallowed. 

Candle sets. The birch surrounding the candles, may ignite, posing 
a fire and burn hazard. 

Carpet. The carpet does not meet flammability standards as required 
under the federal Flammable Fabrics Act. The carpet could ignite, 
posing a serious risk of burn injuries to consumers. 

Dishwashers. An electrical defect within the dishwashers' wash 
motor wiring poses a risk of the motor overheating and possibly 
catching fire. 
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Lot #;Quantity and Distribution; Manufacturer 

Kawasaki Brute Force(tm) 750 4x4i All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV); about 
9,500 sold at authorized Kawasaki dealers sold the ATVs from July­
Sept 2004; Kawasaki Motors Manufacturing Corp., USA of Lincoln, 
Neb.; (866) 802-9381. 

Suzuki 2004-2005 model year LT-A500F Vinson, LT-F500F Vinson, 
and LT-A700X 2005 KingQuad ATVs; about 30,000 sold at Suzuki 
dealers nationwide between July 2003-Feb 2005; American Suzuki 
Motor Corp., of Brea, California; (800) 444-5077. 

Playtex Hip Hammock; about 32,000 sold at stores, nationwide, cata­
log and internet sites from June 2004-Feb 2005; Playtex Products Inc., 
of Westport, Conn.; (800) 522-8230 or www.playtexbaby.com. 

Farm Teether Rattle; about 3,700 rattles sold by Tiffany and Company 
in its retail stores and from its catalogs and Web site from Nov 2002-
Mar 2004; New England Sterling of Attleboro, Mass., for Tiffany and 
Company of New York, N.Y.; (800) 464-5000. 

Titanium bicycle frame for road bicycles; 422 units sold via direct Web 
site sales from Jan 1997-Dec 2004; CF Roark Welding & Engineering 
Co. Inc., of Brownsburg, Ind.; (800) 556-3163. 

1-X Bicycle Suspension Seat Post; about 1 ,480 sold at authorized 
Cannondale dealers nationwide in December 2004; multiple bicycle 
models affected; Cannondale Bicycle Corporation, of Bethel, Conn.; 
(800) BIKE-USA. 

Black & Decker(r) brand ProBiend(r) blenders; about 500,000 sold at 
retailers nationwide from Dec 2003-Jan 2005; models BL5000, 
BL5900 and BL6000; Applica Consumer Products Inc., of Miramar, 
Fla.; (800) 385-6686 or www.regcen.com/blenderrecall. 

Martha Stewart Everyday Brand Birch Candle Sets; about 4,600 sold at 
Kmart stores nationwide from Sept 2004-Jan 2005; Kmart Corp., of 
Troy, Mich.; (866) KMART4U or www.kmart.com. 

Shaw Industries' "Southern Breezes" Wall-to-Wall Carpet; about 5,000 
square yards of carpet sold at certain Menards stores in IL, IN, lA, Ml, 
MN, NE, ND, SD and WI from April 2004-June 1, 2004; Shaw 
Industries Inc., of Dalton, Ga.; (800) 441-7429. 

Whirlpool(r) and Kenmore(r) brand dishwashers; about 162,000 sold 
at department and appliance stores and through homebuilders nation­
wide from June 2004-Jan 2005; Whirlpool Corporation, of Benton 
Harbor, Mich; (866) 769-7260 or http://repair.whirlpool.com. 
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1)pe (~!Product: Problem 

Dishwashers. These dishwashers have a connector that can short­
circuit and overheat during normal use, posing a fire hazard to 
consumers. 

Dive sticks. Children can fall or land on these upright dive slicks in 
shallow water and suffer impalement injuries. CPSC banned pre­
weighted dive sticks in 2001. 

Electrical cord for light fixture. The cord of the light fixture can 
drip plasticizer fluid onto the light fixture, which can degrade the 
acrylic reflector, causing it to crack and fall. Falling pieces of acrylic 
can injure a person below the fixture. 

Electronic musical toys. The ball on the end of the drumstick sold 
with these toys can break off during use, posing a choking hazard to 
young children. 

Flying saucer toy. The Flying Saucer can overheat while charging, 
resulting in the plastic motor cover starting to melt, creating a risk of 
burns to children handling the toy. 

Glass light shades. The glass shades can separate from the light 
fixture, posing a risk that a consumer could be cut by the broken glass 
if the shade were to fall and break. 

Infant and toddler sweaters. The zipper-pull mechanism can 
detach from the zipper, posing a choking hazard to children. 

Infant toy. The seam on the plastic balls can separate, releasing the 
small toy inside and posing a choking hazard to young children. 

light fixtures. A component in the light fixture can leak fluid, which 
can degrade the acrylic lenses and reflectors, causing them to crack 
and fall. Falling pieces of acrylic can injure someone below the fixture. 

Musical candleholder. The center of the candle has an unexpected 
high flame and the plastic petals could ignite. The ignited plastic could 
also spread to nearby combustibles and pose a fire hazard. The battery 
in the middle of candle could eventually explode. 

Pacifiers. The pacifiers are banned under federal law. They failed 
federal safety tests and can pose a choking hazard to infants and small 
children. 

Lot #; Quauli~J ' al/ll Dislribuliou: .lhllll({aclurer 

General Electric Built-in Dishwashers; about 74,300 sold at appliance 
retail outlets and builder distributors nationwide from Jan 2004-Feb 
2005; GE Consumer & Industrial of Louisville, Ky; (800) 804-9802 or 
www.GEappliances.com. 

Dive sticks in the shape of worms, fish, and seahorses; about 180,000 
dive stick packages sold at Dollar General stores nationwide from April 
2004 through September 2004; The Dollar General Corp., of 
Goodlettsville, Tenn; (800) 678-9258 or www.dollargeneral.com. 

High Intensity Discharge (HID) light fixtures with acrylic reflectors; 
about 120,000 sold by lighting and electrical supply distributors 
nationwide from June 1999-May 2002; Lithonia Lighting, of Conyers, 
Ga.; 866-799-6173 or www.lithonia.com/HIDCordRecall. 

"Toy Tunes" Electronic Musical Toys; about 147,600 sold at Dollar 
Tree, Only $1, and Dollar Bills stores nationwide from Mar 2004-Jan 
2005; Dollar Tree Stores Inc., of Chesapeake, Va.; (800) 876-8077 or 
www.dollartree.com. 

Battery-Powered Flying Saucer Toys; 555 units distributed through 
school fund-raising programs nationwide from Aug 2004-Sept 2004; 
QSP Inc., Pleasantville, N.Y.; (800) 966-4540. 

The Ginger(r) Kubic(r), K2(r) and Surface(tm) Bathroom Light Fixtures; 
about 5,900 sold to commercial dealers and consumers through select 
showrooms and retailers nationwide from Aug 2003-Sept 2004; 
Ginger(r), of Fort Mill, S.C.; (800) 842-4872 or www.gingerco.com. 

Arizona(r) Boys' Zip-Up Cardigan Sweater; 42,000 toddler-size and 
15,000 infant size sold at J.C. Penney stores nationwide from Sept 
2004-Jan 2005; J.C. Penney Corp., of Plano, Texas; (888) 333-6063 
or www.jcpenney.com. 

Baby Connection Reef Rocker infant toys; Sold at Wai-Mart stores 
nationwide from May 2004 through January 2005; Wai-Mart Stores 
Inc., of Bentonville, Ark; (800) 925-6278 or www.walmartstores.com. 

High Intensity Discharge (HID) light fixtures with acrylic lenses and/or 
reflectors; about 93,200 sold by lighting and electrical supply distribu­
tors nationwide from April 2002-Feb 2004; Lithonia Lighting of 
Conyers, Ga.; (866) 345-1194 or www.lithonia.com/HIDCapRecall. 

Musical Flower Birthday Candleholder; about 120 sold by Skylighter 
on their Web site only in sets of two; Skylighter Inc., of Round Hill, 
Va.; (540) 338-3877 or lwilkinson@skylighter.com. 

Soother Baby Pacifiers; about 34,500 sold at gift shops, discount retail 
stores and various Hispanic commercial retailers nationwide from Mar 
2000-Jan 2005; The Elegant Kids 2000 Inc., of Los Angeles, Calif.; 
(213) 627-6716. 

continued on page 10 
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Type of Product; Problem 

Portable cribs. The crib slats can separate from the headboard, 
posing an entrapment risk to young children. In addition, children can 
fall through the slat opening. 

Projection televisions. An internal electrical connection can cause 
electrical arcing, charring or smoking inside the television, which pose 
a fire risk to consumers. 

Rope candle. The candle has a clamp that, when clamped properly, 
will extinguish the candle when the burning wick meets the metal clamp. 
The clamp may sever the wax close enough to the wick to enable the 
wick. This can lead to the flame continuing down into the coiled section 
of the candle, which can then ignite and cause fire damage. 

Silver charms. The recalled metal charms contain high levels of lead, 
posing a serious risk of lead poisoning to young children. 

Snowmobiles. The snowmobile wiring harness may be routed in a 
way that could disconnect the engine stop switch and the throttle safety 
switch connector. The engine stop and the throttle safety switches will 
no longer function. This could pose a possible crash hazard. However, 
the keyed ignition switch will continue to function and will shut down 
the vehicle when the key is in the OFF position. 

Stuffed bunny. The eyes and the heart and flower button decorations 
can detach from the stuffed animal, posing an aspiration hazard to 
young children. 

Toddler drinking cups. A container inside the cup holds petroleum 
distillates, which can leak onto the outside of the cup and could come 
into contact with the user posing a poisoning hazard to children. 

Women's boots. The heel on the boot can detach from the sole while 
in use, causing the consumer to fall. 

Yarn. Garments constructed of "Fur Out" yarn are dangerously flam­
mable, posing a burn risk to consumers. 

Youth ATVs. Metal-flange locking nuts securing the tie rod assem­
blies, integral to the steering system on the Youth ATV, can come loose. 
The resulting unstable steering condition could result in serious injury 
or death to a rider. 

Zipper pulls. The rubber zipper pull-tab can be bitten off and may 
pose a risk of choking to young children. 
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Lot #; Qua11tity and Distribution; Mmzujacturer 

Portable Cribs; about 10,000 sold at juvenile furniture stores nation­
wide from Jan 2004-Feb 2005; model numbers 4464-1, 4464-2, and 
4464-4; Delta Enterprise Corp., of New York, N.Y.; (877) 660-3777 or 
www.deltaenterprise.com. 

JVC Rear-projection televisions; 26,500 sold at consumer electronic 
stores nationwide from July 2004-Jan 2005; JVC Americas Corp., of 
Wayne, N.J.; (800) 252-5722; www.jvc.com/support/notification. 

Beeswax Rope Candle; about 2,000 sold at Gardener's Supply retail 
store in Burlington, VI., and in the Holiday 2004 Gardener's Supply 
Catalog sold the candles from Oct 20-Nov 12, 2004; Zhongshan 
Zhongnam Candle Manufacturer Co., Ltd. of China; (800) 876-5520 or 
www.gardners.com. 

"Charming Thoughts(tm)" Necklace Charms; about 2.8 million sold at 
Michaels Stores from July 2002-Feb 2005, at Recollections stores 
from Oct 2004-Feb 2005, and at Hancock Fabrics stores from Jan 
2004-January 2005; Hirschberg Schutz & Co. Inc., of Warren, N.J.; 
(800) 873-5506 or charmsrecall@horizongroupusa.com. 

Polaris "900 Fusion" "900 RMK" and "900 Switchback" Snowmobiles; 
about 11 ,560 sold at Polaris dealers nationwide from Aug 2004-Feb 
2005; model no. S05PL8DSD, S05PM8DS(A)(B), S05PN8DS, 
S05PS8DS, S05MP8DS(A)(B)(C), S05PL8DS(A)(B)(C); Polaris 
Industries, Inc., of Medina, Minn.; (800) 765-2747 or 
www.polarisindustries.com. 

Stuffed Yarn Bunny; about 18,500 sold at discount and dollar stores 
from Feb 2002-March 2003; Ocean Desert Sales Inc., of Philadelphia, 
Pa.; (800) 252-1931. 

"Maui Ocean Center" Toddler Drinking Cups; 720 sold at the Maui 
Ocean Center in Wailuku Maui, Hawaii from June 2003-Sept 2004; 
Charles Products, of Bethesda, Md; (800) 242-7537. 

Merona Women'! Sidezip "ENA" Style Boots; about 135,000 sold at 
Target stores nationwide and through Target's Web site from July 2004-
Jan 2005; Target Corp., of Minneapolis, Minn.; (800) 440-0680 or 
www.target.com. 

Bernat "Fur Out" yarn; about 730,000 1.75-ounce balls sold by craft 
stores nationwide and in Canada since April 2004; all colors; Spin Rite 
LP of Ontario, Canada; (800) 641-5634 or http://www.bernat.com. 

Kolpin Powersports 50cc and 90cc Youth All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs); 
about 1 ,000 90cc units and 39 50cc units sold at Kolpin Powersports' 
authorized retailers nationwide from Sept-Nov 2004; Kolpin 
Powersports, Inc. Fox Lake, Wisconsin; 877-9KOLPIN (877-956-5746). 

Lands' End Infant and Toddler Squall Parkas, Sport Squalls, Squall 
Snow Suits and Squall Bibs; about 24,000 sold by Lands' End 
Catalogue and Web site from Aug-Dec 2004; Lands' End, of 
Dodgeville, Wis.; (800) 200-6212 or www.landsend.com. 
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