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Medizine: Drug Ads Masquerading as News

Senate hearing chaired by Senator

Ted Kennedy, a former employee
of an advertising company that made
video news releases for pharmaceuti-
cal companies testified. He explained
how these slanted messages favoring
the drug whose company paid for
the “news release” were surrepti-
tiously inserted into TV programming
in a way that made them appear to
be unbiased news, rather than the
advertisements they actually were.

It appears that this form of
misleading advertising is about to be
re-launched this summer. We sent
this letter to 258 local television
station general managers and news
directors in the country’s top-30 tele-
vision markets.

In December, 1990 as part of a

Mr./Ms.

July 9, 2004

General Manager, TV Station
Street Address

City, State Zip

Dear Mr./Ms.:

This summer, health information
publisher MediZine Inc. and
syndicated news programmer
Daily Health Feed (DHF) will
begin offering a series of health-
related features to TV stations in
major U.S. markets. This will be
in addition to the DHF health
news feeds that already are
carried by stations in 39 markets.
According to MediaDailyNews,
these segments will be bought

and paid for by major pharma-
ceutical marketers and offered
free of charge to local stations.

This programming, although
disguised as “news,” is nothing
more than veiled advertising for
pharmaceutical companies,
which will use the free access
to news programming to
promote consumer demand for
their products. According to
news reports, the “Headline
Health” segments will feature
specific drugs, new medical
procedures, medical organiza-
tions and even information
about specific clinical trials.

continued on page 10
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