





























OUTRAGE, from page 10

medical reasons. Silicone implants
are only available through FDA-
approved medical studies.”

There is also the still-unresolved
question as to whether implants can
cause systemic autoimmune diseases
such as arthritis. A more definitive
answer to this question will come in
the next year or so when the results
of a government-funded study of
approximately 15,000 women with
implants.

Back to the role of parents. As a
parent, would you pay for your
daughter to have graduation breast
implants with the following complica-
tion rates, all from studies posted on
the FDA’s web site:

Reoperation: rates of 13-21% at 3
years and 20-26% at 5 years for
augmentation patients.

Removal: rates of 8% at 3 years
and 12-14% at 5 years for augmenta-
tion patients.

Rupture/deflation: rates of 3-5%
at 3 years and 7-10% at 5 years for
augmentation patients

Capsular contracture: This
occurs when the scar tissue or
capsule that normally forms around
the implant tightens and squeezes the
implant. It can happen to one or both
of the implanted breasts. The more
severe forms of this are:

Grade III: the breast is firm and
looks abnormal

Grade 1V: the breast is hard,
painful and looks abnormal.

A reoperation may be needed to
correct capsular contracture.

The rates of Grade IIT or Grade IV
capsular are 9% at 3 years and 10-

11% at S5 years for augmentation
patients.

Breast Pain: rates of 5-16% at 3
years and 7-17% at 5 vyears for
augmentation patients.

Just poor parenting or also child
abuse? Judge for yourselves.
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Breast Implants as High School Graduation Presents:
Just Poor Parenting or Child Abuse?

recent article in the June 14th
Aissue of the New York Post
disgustingly entitled “Cup and
Gown” started out like this: “Forget
the convertible. A boob job is the
latest must-have on your teen daugh-
ter’s graduation list.” The number of
18-year-olds who underwent breast-
implant surgery nearly tripled last
year — from 3,872 in 2002 to 11,326
in 2003, according to the American
Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery.
“There is a trend in which parents
are giving implants as a gift, includ-
ing as a graduation present,” said Dr.
Stephen Greenberg, who practices in
Woodbury, Long Island, and
Manhattan. Popular, well-endowed
teen idols, like Britney Spears and

As a parent, would you
pay for your daughter
to have graduation
breast implants with
the following
complication rates?

Lindsay Lohan, as well as reality-TV
shows like ‘Extreme Makeover’ and

‘The Swan,” have made some girls
dislike their own bodies, experts
said.” Greenberg told the Post that he
had set up a special program for
young women considering implants,
“You really need to make sure
they're physically ready — that
they've stopped growing — and

psychologically mature,” he said.
But the article continued: “The
media and fashion industries empha-
size breasts and a curvaceous figure,”
said Dr. Leroy Young, co-chair of the
American Society for Aesthetic Plastic
Surgery’s breast-surgery committee.
“There’s no advertising [for implants]
targeting that age group, but the
images are all around them.” Docs
continued on page 10
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