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Kitchen Gourmet Hot Pots; Bottom of hot pot can separate from 
top, posing serious burn hazard 

White plastic, pitcher-shaped hot pots with date code of 0702 on 
bottom of pot and box; 37,000 sold at Walgreens nationwide between 
September 2002 and January 2003; Atico International USA Inc., Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida (800) 645-3867 www.aticousa.com 

Makita Electric Orbit Sanders; Pads on sanders can break apart 
during use and strike operator, posing an injury hazard 

Model numbers B05000 and B05001; 350,000 sold nationwide 
between April1992 and February 2003; Makita U.S.A. Inc., La Mirada, 
California (800) 462-5482 

Novelty Lighters; No child-resistant mechanism Refillable, butane gas-fueled, metal dolphin-shaped lighters in three 
models: dolphin with large ball labeled "1988.8 Young's Wholes 14.9," 
single dolphin labeled "00005011 $14.00 EA" and two dolphins with 
ball and no label; 500 sold in Oregon and Southwest Washington 
between 1996 and October 2001; Young's J.K. Inc., Portland, Oregon 
(503) 998-9801 

Riding Lawn Tractors; Fuel tank can crack and leak, posing burn 
and fire hazard 

Murray and Stanley brand with numerous model numbers; 270,000 
sold nationwide between November 2000 and January 2003; Murray 
Inc., Brentwood, Tennessee (800) 876-1634 www.murray.com 

Skil Warrior Drill BaHery Chargers; Transformer inside charger 
can overheat, charger housing can melt and deform, possibly igniting 
flammable materials near or on charger 

Numerous model numbers of 9.6-volt, 12-volt, 14.4-volt and 18-volt 
chargers sold with or as accessories for Ski I Warrior drills; 2 million 
sold nationwide between July 1994 and February 2003; Robert Bosch 
Tool Corp., Chicago, Illinois (800) 661-5398 www.skil.com 

OUTRAGE, from page 12 
different compound, according to 
FDA guidelines." 

"Finally, they tested and proved 
the hypothesis that the American 
public could be duped into paying 
far more for things available in less 
costly, but basically identical, formu­
lations simply by employing colorful 
ad campaigns and effective direct-to­
consumer marketing techniques," he 
concluded. 

Indeed, study after study since 
Nexium's release has indicated that 
Nexium® benefits the executives and 
shareholders of AstraZeneca signifi­
cantly more than do generic omepra­
zole or, for that matter, any of the 
other FDA-approved proton-pump 
inhibitors, with a p-value of <.005. 

"It's truly a miracle drug," said 
Patsy Goldberg, a long-time esophagi­
tis sufferer. "Imagine that-a medica-

Study after study since Nexium's release has 
indicated that Nexium® benefits the executives 
and shareholders of AstraZeneca significantly 
more than do generic omeprazole or, for that 

matter, any of the other FDA-approved 
proton-pump inhibitors. 

tion that helps my acid reflux about 
the same as a cheaper generic would, 
and allows AstraZeneca to keep 
making money off me at the same 
time!" 

Researchers at AstraZeneca are 

currently hard at work "discovering" 
the R-isomer of omeprazole, with 
which they plan to overcharge the 
general public as soon as the patent 
for Nexium® runs out in 2014. 

Public Citizen's Health Research Group + Health Letter + 11 



OUTRAGE OF THE MONTH 

Nexium® Offers Unique Advantage Over Generic 
Omeprazole 

Only proton-pump inhibitor proven to enrich AstraZeneca 

The following is a parody that 
appeared in the August 1, 2001 issue 
q/ Q Fever!, a medical humor Web 
site (www.q/ever.com). 

W
ILMINGTON, DE -
Nexium® (esomeprazole), 
the newest proton-pump 

inhibitor approved by the FDA for 
peptic ulcer disease, offers a unique 
advantage over the generic form of 
Prilosec (omeprazole), said a panel 
of industry experts this Wednesday. 

Namely, Nexium®, which is 
simply the L-isomer of omeprazole, 
is now the only proton-pump 
inhibitor definitively shown to enrich 
AstraZeneca, the pharmaceutical 
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Omeprazole Nexlurn® 

Experts in the healthcare commu­
nity attribute the unmatched ability 
of Nexium® to benefit AstraZeneca 
to a remarkable series of scientific 
discoveries made at the company's 
research centers during the mid-to­
late 1990's. 

Nexium® is substantially better for 
AstraZeneca than omeprazole 

"First, they discovered that when 
they lost the patent for omeprazole, 
they wouldn't be making any money 
from it anymore, " says Dr. George 
Papadopolous, a pharmacist in 
Wilmington. 

"Then, they realized that omepra­
zole, like many chemical substances, 
has both an L- and an R- isomer, 
each of which is technically [winks} a corporation that lost its U.S. patent 

for omeprazole in April 2001. 
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