


https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-08-14/la-me-statewide-power-outages-warning


CALIFORNIA 
POWER 

BLACKOUTS: THE 
CORPORATE 

GRID OPERATOR 
IS RESPONSIBLE

• For two days in August, the corporation that has 
operated California’s power market since the late 
1990s, CAISO, declared a Stage 3 emergency that 
plunged much of the state into blackouts. 

• Energy traders immediately pushed prices up from
about $35/MwH to over $3,000.

• But CAISO immediately pointed the blame on state
officials, and claimed that increased power demand
for A/C due to heat wave, combined with too few
natural gas power plants and unreliable renewable
energy was to blame.



3 FACTORS DRIVING THE WEST COAST FIRES

• Climate change is making earth hotter, drying forests into fuel for fire. 
Five of California’s largest fires have all occurred in the last 4 years.

• More people moved into the wildland urban interface—increasing the
number of communities in the path of fires. Between 1990-2015 **32 
million new homes built** in U.S. wildland urban interface.

• Poor preventative fire management. For the last century, U.S. wildfire 
policy has prioritized extinguishing fires as quickly as possible—when 
more managed, controlled burns would leave forests less susceptible to 
the catastrophic fires that have become the new normal.



https://enewspaper.latimes.com/desktop/latimes/default.aspx?edid=e8987281-10d0-4baf-9f9f-02b7000ecf50


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-09-16/california-fires-are-emitting-record-amounts-of-carbon-dioxide


https://twitter.com/WadeCrowfoot/status/1305585232507056128


https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1295792201134256129


https://twitter.com/homelandken/status/1302961973416652801


https://www.ipi.org/ipi_issues/detail/californias-blackouts-a-preview-of-the-green-new-deal
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/08/18/trump-democrats-california-blackouts-397823
https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelshellenberger/2020/08/15/why-californias-climate-policies-are-causing-electricity-black-outs/#5978de291591


I  WARNED USING 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

REGULATIONS AS AN EXCUSE 
FOR POWER BLACKOUTS IN 

THIS 2014 HILL OP-ED

https://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/energy-environment/207678-the-epa-market-manipulation-switcheroo


BUT DEMOCRATIC GOV. NEWSOM’S F IRST RESPONSE TO 
THE BLACKOUTS WAS TO ALLOW FOSSIL  FUEL POWER 

PLANTS TO INCREASE POLLUTION

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/08/17/governor-newsom-signs-executive-order-to-free-up-additional-energy-capacity-amid-west-coast-heat-wave/


https://www.utilitydive.com/news/californias-scramble-rolling-blackouts-heatwave-wildfires/584856/


URGED BY  C A I SO, 
C AL I FORNIA  WATER  

BOARD EXTENDS  L I FE  
OF  4  D IRTY  FOSS I L  
POWER PLANTS  IN  

D IRECT RESPONSE  TO 
BLACKOUTS

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-california-power-plants/california-approves-extending-the-lives-of-four-aging-gas-plants-idUSKBN25S4U9


POWER GENERATION MIX, 2018

• United States

• Coal 27.4%

• Natural Gas 35.4%

• Nuclear 19.3%

• Wind & Solar 8.4%

• Hydro 7.1%

• Other 2.4%

• California

• Coal 0.1%

• Natural Gas 46.6%

• Nuclear 9.3%

• Wind&Solar 26.9%

• Hydro 13.5%

• Other 3.5%



https://emp.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/2017-annual-rps-summary-report.pdf


https://twitter.com/eroston/status/1266096819752382464/photo/1


https://twitter.com/RichardMeyerDC/status/1266372808612839424/photo/1


https://rhg.com/research/preliminary-us-emissions-2019/




https://twitter.com/mike_niven/status/1206589238373949441/photo/1


TWO TV INTERVIEWS ON 
THE CALIFORNIA 

BLACKOUTS/WILDFIRES

https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/heute-journal-update/heute-journal-update-vom-11-september-2020-100.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjNDTfi26ew&feature=youtu.be&t=719


CAISO IMPOSES TWO DAYS 
OF ROLLING BLACKOUTS, 

BLAMING RENEWABLE 
ENERGY & STATE 

GOVERNMENT

http://www.caiso.com/Documents/ISORequestedPowerOutagesFollowingStage3EmergencyDeclarationSystemNowBeingRestored.pdf


http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:https://rtoinsider.com/caiso-blames-blackouts-inadequate-resources-171040/#:%7E:text=CAISO%20on%20Monday%20blamed%20inadequate,during%20the%20Western%20heat%20wave.&text=CAISO%20has%20told%20the%20CPUC,fossil%20fuels%20to%20renewable%20energy.


PUBLIC CITIZEN LEARNS THAT IT 
WAS ACTUALLY THE UNEXPECTED 
FAILURE OF NATURAL GAS POWER 

PLANTS THAT TRIGGERED THE 
BLACKOUTS, BUT CAISO REFUSES 

TO ID THE CULPRITS









https://twitter.com/TysonSlocum/status/1298596227425206278


PUBLIC CITIZEN 
VICTORY: CAISO 
DISCLOSES THE 
NAMES SEPT 11

http://www.caiso.com/Documents/Aug14-15-OutageFactSheet.pdf


CAISO CEO 
DISMISSES 
MARKET 

MANIPULATION 
AS A CAUSE IN 

SEPT. 8 LOS 
ANGELES TIMES

INTERVIEW

https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2020-09-08/why-does-californias-power-grid-keep-flirting-with-disaster-here-are-some-answers


https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/trending/nE_KpsxBpD1ovLjFhego5g2


https://www.citizen.org/news/jp-morgans-alleged-power-manipulation-worse-than-the-london-whale/
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