Comision Nacional de los Derechos Humanos
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Col. San Jeronimo Lidice La Magdalena Contreras
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Esquina, Fracc. Zozaya

Ciudad Victoria, Tamaulipas

Calle Ignacio Zaragoza Numero 265,
Local 1 Esquina Mariano Escobedo,
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Reynosa, Tamaulipas

June 26, 2020

Dear National Commission on Human Rights President Mtra. Maria del Rosario Piedra Ibarra,
Lic. Olivia Lemus and Human Rights Commission:

We are writing to request your intervention with respect to the June 8, 2020 arrest and detention
of Mexican labor lawyer Lic. Susana Prieto Terrazas. We urge you to secure Ms. Prieto’s
immediate release and instigate an investigation into the instigators and perpetrators of her arrest
and detention.

Ms. Prieto, an important advocate for the rights of exploited workers in maquiladora factories in
the Mexico-U.S. border cities of Ciudad Judrez, Chihuahua and Matamoros, Tamaulipas, has
been held without bail on trumped up charges of “mutiny, threats and coercion” for two weeks.
Last year, Ms. Prieto organized workers in Mexican factories along the Mexico-Texas border
demanding better wages. Recently, she has helped to organize protests with workers at border
plants in Juarez and Matamoros demanding proper COVID-19 safety measures after dozens of
maquiladora workers have died after being exposed to the coronavirus.

Ms. Prieto’s detention is casting a pall over the proposed July 1, 2020 start of the revised North
American Free Trade Agreement. During June 17, 2020 U.S. congressional hearings, members
of Congress raised concerns about Prieto’s detention to the U.S. Trade Representative, who
confirmed that he was closely following the case and found it to be a “bad indicator” of Mexican
compliance with improved USMCA labor standards. Lighthizer pledged to file enforcement
cases “early and often” for any violations.

Ms. Prieto has criticized Mexican border-state officials as well as “protection” unions not elected
by workers for failing to ensure workers’ rights. Her arrest on trumped up charges and then the
punitive denial of bail in retaliation for her advocacy with the National Independent Union of
Industrial and Service Workers “Movimiento 20/32” (SNITIS) violate the labor rights provided
for by Mexico’s constitution and laws.



As Ms. Prieto’s arrest rises to national attention in the United States, we are requesting that the
Commission bring this matter to the urgent attention of Mexican president Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador. We respectfully urge your immediate attention in the matter and your assistance in
securing the release of Susana Prieto Terrazas.

Sincerely,

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME)
American Federation of Teachers (AFT)

Citizens Trade Campaign

Communications Workers of America (CWA)

International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAMAW)
International Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT)

Maryknoll Office of Global Concerns

NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice

Our Revolution

Presente.org

Public Citizen

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)

United Auto Workers (UAW)

United Brotherhood of Carpenters (UBC)

United Methodist Church - General Board of Church and Society

United Steelworkers (USW)
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Estimado Presidente de la Comision Nacional de Derechos Humanos, Mtra. Maria del Rosario
Piedra Ibarra, Lic. Olivia Lemus y la Comision de Derechos Humanos:

Le escribimos para solicitar su intervencion con respecto al arresto y detencion del 8 de junio de
2020 de la abogada laboral mexicana Lic. Susana Prieto Terrazas. Le instamos a asegurar la
liberacion inmediata de la Sra. Prieto e instigar una investigacion sobre los instigadores y autores
de su arresto y detencion.

Prieto, una importante defensora de los derechos de los trabajadores explotados en las fabricas de
maquiladoras en las ciudades fronterizas de México-Estados Unidos: Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua
y Matamoros, Tamaulipas, ha sido detenida sin fianza por cargos falsos de "motin, amenazas y
coercion" durante dos semanas.

El afo pasado, la Sra. Prieto organizé a trabajadores en fabricas mexicanas a lo largo de la
frontera entre México y Tejas exigiendo mejores salarios. Recientemente, ha ayudado a
organizar protestas con trabajadores en las plantas fronterizas en Juarez y Matamoros exigiendo
medidas de seguridad adecuadas para enfrentar el COVID-19 después de que docenas de
trabajadores de maquiladoras hayan muerto después de haber estado expuestos al coronavirus.

La detencion de la Sra. Prieto esta poniendo en riesgo la credibilidad del revisado Tratado de
Libre Comercio de América del Norte propuesto para iniciar el 1 de julio de 2020. Durante las
audiencias del Congreso de EE. UU. del 17 de junio de 2020, los miembros del Congreso
expresaron sus inquietudes sobre la detencion de Prieto al Representante de Comercio de EE.
UU. Robert Lighthizer se comprometid a revisar los casos de incumplimiento "temprano y con
frecuencia" por cualquier violacion.

La Sra. Prieto ha criticado a los funcionarios del estado fronterizo mexicano asi como a los
sindicatos de "proteccion" no elegidos por los trabajadores por no garantizar los derechos de los
trabajadores. Su arresto por cargos falsos y luego la negacion punitiva de la fianza en represalia



por su defensa con el Sindicato Nacional Independiente de Trabajadores Industriales y de
Servicios "Movimiento 20/32" (SNITIS) viola los derechos laborales previstos por la
constitucion y las leyes de México.

A medida que el arresto de la Sra. Prieto llama la atencion nacional en los Estados Unidos,
solicitamos que la Comision sefiale este asunto a la atencion urgente del presidente mexicano
Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador. Respetuosamente solicitamos su atencion inmediata en el asunto
y su asistencia para asegurar la liberacion de Susana Prieto Terrazas.

Sinceramente,

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME)
American Federation of Teachers (AFT)

Citizens Trade Campaign

Communications Workers of America (CWA)

International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAMAW) International
Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT)

Maryknoll Office of Global Concerns

NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice

Our Revolution

Presente.org

Public Citizen

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)

United Auto Workers (UAW)

United Brotherhood of Carpenters (UBC)

United Methodist Church - General Board of Church and Society

United Steelworkers (USW)
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For Immediate Release: June 10, 2020
Contact: Gonzalo Salvador, 202-637-5018 or gsalvador@aflcio.org

Workers’ Rights Advocate Must Be Immediately Released
Statement of AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka on the arrest of Mexico’s labor
lawyer Susana Prieto:
Susana Prieto is a fierce advocate whose tireless advocacy on behalf of workers in
Mexico’s maquiladoras has made her a thorn in the side of powerful companies and
corrupt officials. Her arrest on trumped-up charges of “inciting riots” is an outrage.
The AFL-CIO calls for her immediate and unconditional release. As we approach
entry into enforcement of the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, Mexico
must live up to its commitments to respect fundamental workers’ rights.

HHH#H

Lea esta declaracion en espaniol: https://aflcio.org/press/releases/liberen-
inmediatamente-defensora-mexicana-de-los-derechos-de-los-trabajadores

. 4 For the latest, follow @RichardTrumka and @AFLCIO on Twitter and check
out our blog.
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RORY L. GAMBLE, PRESIDENT RAY CURRY, SECRETARY-TREASURER
VICE-PRESIDENTS: TERRY DITTES + CINDY ESTRADA + GERALD KARIEM

June 24, 2020

Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador
Presidente de México
Mexico City, MEXICO

Dear President Obrador,

On behalf of the one million active and retired members of the International Union, United
Automobile, Aerospace and Agricultural Implement Workers of America (UAW), | am writing to
call for the immediate and unconditional release of Susana Prieto Terrazas, a labor lawyer and
worker rights advocate who was arrested on June 8™ in Matamoros, Mexico.

We understand Prieto has been denied bail and transferred to the Ciudad Victoria Prison on
charges of inciting riots, threats and coercion of public officials. According to the Tamaulipas State
Prosecutor, Prieto was arrested because she instigated a demonstration on March 10t™.

Prieto’s arrest, just weeks before implementation of the new United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA), is deeply troubling and signals a very real challenge for your government
to implement the reforms agreed upon by the U.S. and Mexico under USMCA. Moreover, her
arrest violates internationally recognized labor standards, including ILO Convention 87 and 98, to
which Mexico is a signatory.

Prieto’s imprisonment is intended to and will undoubtedly have a chilling effect on workers who
are forced to make a life and death decision every day before they go to work under dangerous
working conditions. Now more than ever, organizing strong independent unions is the only way
Mexican workers can ensure safe worksites, a living wage and labor rights on the job.

If Mexico is to be serious about implementing true labor reform, it must protect the rights of
workers and their advocates to act collectively and join unions.

We urge you to act now.

Rory L. Gamble

President, International Union, UAW
RLG/bw
opeiu494
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global union
Ginebra, 23 de junio de 2020

Lic. Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador
Presidente de México
mission.mexico@ties.itu.int; luisa.alcalde@stps.gob.mx; gobmx@funcionpublica.gob.mx;

IndustriALL Global Union solicita la intervencion del gobierno
para garantizar la inmediata liberacion de la abogada laboralista
Susana Prieto Terrazas

Estimado Sr. Presidente:

En mi caracter de Secretario General de IndustriALL Global Union, y en nombre de 50 millones de
trabajadoras y trabajadores de los sectores de la manufactura, mineria y energia en 140 paises,
incluido México, le escribo para expresar mi profunda preocupacion ante la arbitraria aprehension
y encarcelamiento de la abogada laboralista Susana Prieto Terrazas, y para solicitar su inmediata
liberacion.

Susana Prieto Terrazas, representante juridica del Sindicato Nacional Independiente de
Trabajadores de Industrias y Servicios (SNITIS), fue detenida, bajo acusaciones no creibles, en la
ciudad de Matamoros el 8 de junio. Las acusaciones que se han dado a conocer evidencian la
intencién de ejercer un escarmiento debido a su actividad de representacion y asesoria legal de las
trabajadoras y trabajadores de la industria maquiladora en el norte del pais.

Ante esta situacion, deseamos instarlo a que actie con celeridad para otorgar la liberacion
inmediata e incondicional de Susana Prieto Terrazas, y garantizar sus derechos laborales
fundamentales, tal como estipulan la actual Ley Federal del Trabajo y los convenios Internacionales
firmados con la Organizacion Internacional del Trabajo (OIT), y que incluyen poder sindicalizar
democraticamente a todos los trabajadores y trabajadoras que estén dispuestos a organizarse en
el Sindicato Nacional Independiente de Trabajadores de Industrias y Servicios (SNITIS).

Esperamos poder contar con vuestra inmediata intervencion y respuesta.

Atentamente,

(W{é |

Valter Sanches
Secretario General
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