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NEWS
Swamp Things: The Insiders Running Your Government
BY ZACH EVERSON

A consultant for a space-based 
weather company was help-

ing his client sell data to the 
government. In today’s Trump 
administration, he runs the gov-
ernment agency that would buy it.

He’s far from the only Trump 
official riddled with conflicts of 
interest. An official previously 
honored as a “top lobbyist” now 
oversees the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis and the U.S. Census 
Bureau. An 18-year veteran of 
an advocacy association for the 
cleaning products industry is 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s assistant administrator 
for toxic substances.

Although President Donald 
Trump's conflicts of interest often 

make headlines, his appointees’ 
rarely do, though they are the 
ones deciding what chemicals 
stay on shelves, which mergers 
clear, and what the government's 
own economic data says.

Public Citizen’s recently 
rebooted Trump Conflict of 
Interests tracker shines a light 
on the underlings implement-
ing Trump’s corporate-friendly 
agenda. Updated weekly, it identi-
fies Trump administration officials 
with financial or professional ties 
to the corporations and industries 
they are now positioned to regu-
late, reinforcing a broader pattern 
of corporate influence throughout 
the federal government.

“Again and again, the Trump 
administration has installed for-

mer corporate executives and 
industry leaders in positions 
overseeing the very sectors that 
made them wealthy,” said Robert 
Weissman and Lisa Gilbert, co-

presidents of Public Citizen. “Too 
often, recusals are being treated 
as a substitute for eliminating 
conflicts altogether. The public 
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see Iran, page 7 

Passing State Laws to Meet the Moment
BY LIZ IACOBUCCI

State legislatures across the 
nation have passed bills to 

protect elections and public offi-
cials by wide, bipartisan margins, 
thanks in significant part to the 
work of Public Citizen and our 
allies.

Public Citizen has led the coali-
tion’s work on state legislation to 
protect public officials and elec-
tions, while partnering organiza-
tions in the Not Above the Law 
coalition that Public Citizen co-

chairs have led campaigns to limit 
surveillance, create guardrails 
on federal agents’ actions, and 
prevent misuse of the National 
Guard. 

“With all the attention that’s 
been paid to partisan divisions at 
the federal level, it was refresh-
ing to see the unanimity and 
near-unanimity on so many of 
these votes,” said Liz Iacobucci, 
Protect Elections campaign coor-
dinator for Public Citizen. “Public 

servants need to 
be able to do their 
jobs without fear-
ing for themselves 
or their families. 
Voters need to be 
able to trust that 

our elections are free and fair, and 
that ballots are counted properly. 
Legislators agreed on those fun-
damentals across the country and 
across party lines, and they passed 
dozens of bills to strengthen and 
fill gaps in state laws.”

The campaigns kicked off last 
December with an online brief-
ing attended by state lawmakers 
and staff members from across 
the country. Public Citizen cre-
ated resource documents with 
statutory language for each of its 
policy recommendations to pro-
tect public officials and elections, 
which were distributed to webi-
nar attendees and others. Public 
Citizen also provided oral and 

see State Laws, page 5 

Public Citizen 
Sues Over Alleged 
Asylum Data 
Sharing With Iran
BY KELLY LEW

​​When people come to the 
United States seeking asy-

lum, they are often required to 
describe the most private and 
sensitive facts about their lives, 
such as their political activity, 
religious beliefs, sexual orienta-
tion, the names of relatives and 
friends, and the reasons they fear 
returning to their home country. 

see Swamp Things, page 4 
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For Katie Tracy, 
regulatory policy 

sits at the intersec-
tion of issues that 
first drew her to 
public-interest law: 
protecting workers, 
safeguarding con-

sumers, and holding institutions accountable for 
their impact on communities and the environ-
ment. Her career has given her a view of those 
challenges from multiple sides of the regulatory 
process, including nonprofit advocacy and fed-
eral government service. As senior regulatory 
policy advocate at Public Citizen, she now brings 
that perspective to work focused on strengthen-
ing the laws and policies that protect people’s 
health and economic security.

Tracy earned her undergraduate degree 
in business administration from the College 
of Charleston before getting a law degree at 
American University Washington College of Law, 
where her interests in climate change, work-
ers’ rights, and consumer protection led her to 
administrative law. Her professional experiences 
have reinforced her belief in the importance of 
effective government, collaboration, and public-
interest advocacy. Outside of work, she enjoys 
spending her time with her family and traveling.

You first came to Public Citizen as a regulatory 
policy intern in 2011 and now have returned as 
a senior regulatory policy advocate. How does 
it feel to come back to an organization where 
your public-interest career first began?
Tracy: It feels full circle. I’m honored to have 
the opportunity to bring what I’ve learned over 
the past decade to this premier advocacy orga-
nization. At Public Citizen, I get to work with 
an incredible team to ensure corporations are 
stopped from taking dangerous and unethical 
shortcuts that harm people’s health and eco-
nomic security.

Could you briefly describe your work at 
the Occupational Safety and Health Review 
Commission? 

Tracy: At OSHRC, I served as chief counsel to 
Chair Cynthia L. Attwood. My primary responsi-
bility was to provide legal counsel to the chair on 
all cases pending review before the commission. 
I also served as the congressional and White 
House liaison on commissioner nominations and 
as chief of staff on administrative matters. My 
government experience was invaluable in many 
ways. In particular, it reinforced my respect for 
the expertise, dedication, and resilience of the 
federal workforce. As I pursue my current work, 
I often reflect on how various proposals affect 
federal agencies’ missions and the employees 
who have dedicated their careers to carrying 
them out. 

What does a typical day at Public Citizen look 
like?
Tracy: Every day is a little bit different. Some 
days are spent opining on proposed bills, while 
others are spent on deep research. What is 
always consistent is the mission and collabora-
tive nature of the work. I get to collaborate daily 
with partners within and outside Public Citizen 
to advance meaningful legal and policy reforms 
that improve people’s daily lives.

You've worked in advocacy and government. 
How have those different vantage points 
changed the way you approach your work?  
Tracy: I’ve been fortunate to be surrounded by 
exceptional thinkers and doers. Through men-
torship and guidance, I’ve learned many cross-
cutting skills that have made me better at my 
work. I’ve found that the most meaningful and 
successful work happens with early and fre-
quent collaboration with others.

Regulatory policy can involve incremental vic-
tories. What keeps you motivated during the 
slower stretches? 
Tracy: I remember how lucky I am to have a job 
as an advocate doing something I’m passion-
ate about. Not everyone has the opportunity to 
work toward something they find rewarding. 
Not every day is a victory, but I know I am con-
tributing to a positive vision of society.  
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Defending the Vote
Interfering with mail vot-

ing is a key part of Donald 
Trump's scheme to sabotage this 
November’s election. In March, he 
signed an executive order requir-
ing the creation of a national eli-
gible voter list, ordering the U.S. 
Postal Service (USPS) to make 
rules requiring states to apprise 
them of voters who want mail-in 
ballots, and preventing these vot-
ers from receiving mail-in ballots 
if they are not on the USPS list.

While the Supreme Court 

refused to stand in the way of 
Trump’s efforts to limit mail-in 
voting, the issue is still being liti-
gated in lower courts. A whistle-
blower has warned that the USPS 
is trying to move ahead despite 
the litigation and is poised to 
launch a computer system that 
could derail mail-in voting.

Voting by mail is safe and 
secure. Trump himself voted 
by mail just last month. All of 
these efforts are simply a craven 
attempt to try and interfere with 
our elections.

But we are going to stop him.
Public Citizen is investing 

resources in many important cam-
paigns. In the near- and medium-
term, we're putting a check on 
Trump's corruption and fascism. 
But for the next two months, 
nothing is more critical than our 
work to stop Trump from rigging 
this year's midterms. It is the 
next great battle in our genera-
tion's fight to defend American 
democracy.

This urgent work builds on our 
efforts of the past several years to 
establish important election safe-
guards. We have been making 
good progress prodding states to 
increase protections for election 
workers and public officials. For 
example, at the end of August, 
California state legislators passed 
Assembly Bill 883, which, if signed 
by the Governor, will streamline 

the process for judges and offi-
cials to have their personal data 
removed from commercial data 
brokers’ databases.

This makes California the 
ninth state to enact such legisla-
tion this year, and one of 28 states 
that introduced legislation across 
party lines to protect public offi-
cials in this cycle. 

Public Citizen has been sup-
porting and tracking these bills, 
as rates of in-person and digital 
threats against those who step 

up and serve the 
American public 
reach new heights.

In recent elections, 
election workers 
have faced harass-
ment, abuse, and 
threats from MAGA 
goons and other 
far-right extremists. 
And as Trump reck-
lessly amplifies com-
pletely false charges 
of widespread voter 
fraud, those threats 

will become even more dangerous 
in these closing weeks of the elec-
tion. Personal address protection, 
security against credible threats, 
and penalties for all perpetrators 
— including federal agents — who 
violate officials’ rights are among 
the policies we are pursuing 
across the country. These policies 

go beyond election administrators 
to protect the judges who uphold 
election laws and protections at 
the most crucial moments, the 
governors and state legislators 
who enact laws and appoint elec-
tors, and other public servants 
whose work touches the election 
sphere.

We are also working to improve 
the security of the voting equip-
ment, ballots, systems, and 
records that have been targeted by 
those seeking to undermine cur-
rent and future elections. Making 
state laws clearer in this area can 
only benefit overtaxed local attor-
neys who must respond when bad 
actors come knocking.

Public Citizen is connect-
ing directly with state election 
officials to identify their needs, 
recruiting poll workers, and tap-
ping our networks of activists 
and college students to provide 
election officials with additional 
support.

In the immediate run-up to 
Election Day and beyond, Public 
Citizen is focusing on several key 
areas.

First, we are preparing for 
nationwide public mobilization if 
we see election subversion. People 
power is our most valuable pro-
tection against Donald Trump's 
assault on this election and on our 
democracy in general. That's why 

we've invested so much energy 
into building coalitions and lead-
ing demonstrations, including our 
work on the steering committee of 
No Kings. In the last No Kings pro-
test in March 2026, for example, 
more than 8 million people came 
out in more than 3,300 communi-
ties — the largest day of protest in 
American history.

Second, we are doing intensive 
community empowerment and 
voter engagement work, both of 
which are critical right now. As 
students return to college, we're 
expanding organizing on college 
campuses to drive get-out-the-
vote efforts.

Finally, we're recruiting a 
legion of poll watchers to make 
sure voting goes smoothly. We're 
preparing for a massive early vot-
ing drive, which we will do in 
partnership with our allies in the 
broad No Kings movement. And 
we'll help coordinate parties at 
the polls to celebrate the voting 
process-and make sure everyone 
feels safe casting their ballot.

Defending the vote is a core 
priority for protecting our nation 
against this administration’s 
attacks. And we will not let up.  

CO-PRESIDENTS' VIEW
LISA GILBERT AND ROBERT WEISSMAN

Photo courtesy of Pexels.
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deserves confidence that govern-
ment decisions are being made in 
the public interest instead of for 
personal financial gain.”

How Insiders Are 
Running the Department 
of Commerce
The Department of Commerce 
was the focus of a major recent 
update to Public Citizen’s conflicts 
tracker. In reviewing the financial 
disclosures of about 110 senior 
Trump officials appointed to the 
department, researchers identi-
fied around 30 appointees with 
significant conflicts of interest. 
The research uncovered emerging 
trends across the administration, 
including Commerce officials’ 
repeated ties to the American 
Petroleum Institute, Energy 
Secretary Chris Wright’s former 

company, Liberty Energy, and the 
cryptocurrency industry. Another 
major finding was that officials 
have opted to recuse themselves 
from matters involving former 
employers or financial interests 
rather than fully divesting those 
interests.

Most notable is billionaire 
Howard Lutnick, who serves as 
commerce secretary and has had 
ties to at least 800 businesses. In 
addition, Commerce’s top export 
control official represented more 
than 50 clients, as well as a for-
eign government, before taking 
over the bureau meant to regulate 
them.

These findings led to a sepa-
rate report, “Corporate Capture at 
Commerce: How Industry Insiders 
Are Running the Department of 
Commerce.” It underscores the 
plethora of lobbyists, corporate 
executives, corporate lawyers, and 
defense and technology industry 

staffers within the department 
who are poised to financially ben-
efit or help their previous employ-
ers and clients through their 
appointments.

Help Close the Revolving 
Door
To address some of the problems 
uncovered by the tracker, Public 
Citizen proposes several fixes. 

Executive branch personnel 
subject to appointment or confir-
mation, as well as senior White 
House personnel, should sign an 
enforceable pledge agreement to 
recuse themselves from taking any 
official action that affects a former 
employer or client from the past 
two years. They also should recuse 
themselves from matters they per-
sonally lobbied on or that involve a 
specific party or parties related to 
a former employer or client from 
the previous two years, including 

regulations and contracts. 
Waivers from ethics require-

ments for senior executive branch 
personnel should be issued only 
for cause. They should be made 
in writing and available for pub-
lic inspection in a centralized 
database. 

Each agency and division 
within the executive branch should 
appoint its own designated agency 
ethics officials (DAEOs) to advise 
on and enforce ethics laws and 
rules among agency personnel.

The Office of Government 
Ethics (OGE) should also establish 
a public clearinghouse for execu-
tive branch ethics laws and rules, 
advisory opinions, enforcement 
actions, transparency records, and 
waivers.

Public Citizen will continue to 
update the tracker weekly, with 
new entries added and existing 
ones revised or removed to reflect 
turns in the revolving door. 

  Swamp Things, from page 1

The Trump Administration’s $11 Billion Resignation Program
BY DOUGLAS S. PASTERNAK

In the private sector, a chief 
executive officer who forced 

out thousands of the company’s 
workers, only to be forced to 
rehire hundreds of those same 
employees months later, would 
likely be summarily dismissed by 
the company’s board of directors 
or public shareholders. 

As embarrassing and nonsen-
sical as that sounds, it is exactly 
what President Donald J. Trump 
has done. 

The administration’s Deferred 
Resignation Program (DRP) spent 
between $11 billion and $15 bil-
lion to pay 140,000 federal work-
ers to stay home and not work 
for months prior to their resig-
nations, according to a Public 
Citizen report, “Trump’s $11 
Billion Resignation Program.”

The administration initiated 
the Deferred Resignation Program 
(DRP) on Jan. 28, 2025, with Elon 
Musk’s “Fork in the Road” email. 
That email told federal workers 
they could continue to get paid, 
but would be prevented from 
working for months until they 
resigned or retired.

The administration conducted 
two rounds of the DRP in 2025 and 
Public Citizen has documented 
some agencies conducting addi-
tional rounds in 2026.

“This was a classic example of 
incompetence and ineptitude,” 
said Lisa Gilbert, Public Citizen’s 
co-president. “There was no stra-
tegic thought given to who was 
pushed out the door, the demands 
of the agency, or the needs of the 

American public.”
DRP cuts didn’t just impact 

the employees prematurely 
forced out of government — it 
hurt the broader public, which 
relies on the delivery of services. 
The processing of Social Security 
checks, Internal Revenue Service 
refunds, and federal student 
loans has already been severely 
affected. At the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA), more than 
8,500 VA employees took part in 
the DRP, according to OPM data, 
leading to reported disruptions in 
obtaining medical appointments 
and mental health services for the 
more than 9 million veterans the 
agency serves.

Ironically, federal employees 
who have chosen to retire in the 
past year have also experienced 
months of delays in obtaining 
benefits due to the reduction of 
more than 1,000 employees at the 
Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) since January 2025. 

Many of the employees forced 
out have been rehired because 
even the Trump administration 
has, belatedly, recognized that 
their positions are necessary. The 
Department of Energy’s National 
Nuclear Security Administration 
(NNSA) fired more than 300 
staff members last year and 
then urgently called nearly all of 

them back to work when Trump 
appointees realized that safely 
maintaining our nation’s nuclear 
weapons arsenal is an important 
mission. 

At the General Service 
Administration’s (GSA’s) Public 
Buildings Service, more than 40% 
of the staff were fired or took part 
in the DRP. Only after these lay-
offs occurred did GSA conduct 
a workforce analysis and realize 
they needed to hire back hun-
dreds of employees.

The Defense Information 
Systems Agency (DISA) also had 
to rehire federal workers who 
participated in the DRP. Most 
recently, the Cybersecurity & 
Infrastructure Security Agency 
(CISA), which cut roughly 1,000 
employees last year, announced 
in March 2026 that it urgently 
needed to hire more than 300 
“mission-critical” cybersecurity 
workers by the end of June 2026. 

Our nation’s public health 
security has also been put at 
risk. The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) announced 
in June 2026 that it was looking to 
hire 2,200 new workers after more 
than 3,000 were let go, including 
employees who participated in 
the DRP last year.

The Trump administration has 
argued that reducing the federal 

workforce will generate savings 
over time. Unfortunately, that is 
not accurate, even just in mone-
tary terms. The Budget Lab at Yale 
University estimated that a 22% 
reduction in Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) staffing levels would 
result in a $197.7 billion loss over 
a 10-year period, the overwhelm-
ing majority of which would 
come from top earners who will 
escape paying what they owe to 
the federal government. This is 
not hypothetical. From January 
to May 2025, IRS staff declined 
by 25%.

The billions of taxpayer dol-
lars wasted on this program could 
have instead delivered meaning-
ful benefits to the American pub-
lic. Eleven billion dollars could 
have been used to purchase 5.8 
billion school breakfasts, provide 
a full year of daycare for more than 
837,000 children, cover premium 
annual health care payments 
for 1.2 million people, or pay 
the annual salaries of more than 
149,000 public school teachers, 
or cover annual in-state tuition 
for more than 928,000 college 
students.

Instead, the DRP jeopardized 
our nation’s safety, security, and 
public health, and its conse-
quences will have ripple effects 
for a long time to come. 

“There was no strategic thought given to who was pushed out the door, the 
demands of the agency, or the needs of the American public.”

— Public Citizen Co-president Lisa Gilbert
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written testimony during legisla-
tive hearings and worked one-on-
one with lawmakers to improve 
draft legislation.

Protecting Public 
Officials from Threats 
and Harm
In 10 states, Public Citizen worked 
with legislators this year to enact 
laws protecting state and local pub-
lic officials from threats, harass-
ment, assault, and other harms. 

Bills in Alabama, Hawaii, and 
Indiana received unanimous 
votes in both chambers. Another 
measure in Tennessee received 
only one “no” vote in the Senate 
and passed unanimously in the 
House. Legislation in California 
passed unanimously in the Senate 
and with only two “noes” in the 
Assembly.

“Public safety for elected offi-
cials crosses partisan lines and 
political divides,” said Oklahoma 
Sen. Christi Gillespie (R). “As a 
former city councilor, I know that 
vitriol can quickly cross the line 
into concerning threats against an 

elected official or their family."
She sponsored a bill expanding 

protections against threats and 
doxing to cover local officials. The 
legislation passed the Oklahoma 
Senate unanimously and received 
only four “no” votes in the House.

“I want to ensure the great citi-
zens of our communities aren't dis-
couraged from running for office 
because of fear for their families or 
workplace,” Gillespie said. “Public 
service is a hard enough job with-
out having to fear for your safety 
or the safety of your loved ones.”

Other new laws protecting offi-
cials in Minnesota and Virginia 
were enacted with bipartisan votes 
in both chambers.

According to the latest BDI-
CivicPulse survey, more than half 
of local officials reported experi-
encing at least one form of hostility 
during the previous three months, 
while more than three-quarters 
said concerns about threats made 
them less willing to participate in 
civic actions such as running for 
re-election or engaging on social 
media. 

“Americans everywhere elect 
leaders who should be free to serve 

the public without fear of threats 
or actual political violence,” said 
Aquene Freechild, co-director 
of Public Citizen’s Democracy 
Campaign. “By passing protections 
for state and local public officials, 
state leaders are also protecting 
the freedom of all voters to choose 
who governs and ensure those 
chosen can serve.”

Protecting Elections from 
New Types of Threats
Public Citizen also worked with 
legislators to enact laws protecting 
elections in 13 states. “Elections 
are run at the state and local level,” 
Iacobucci said, “and there are a lot 
of differences between the states 
in how elections are run and the 
laws that help keep them free and 
fair.” 

In this campaign, Public Citizen 
focused on strengthening exist-
ing state laws, particularly to pro-
tect voting machines and ballots 
from tampering, unauthorized 
access, or improper destruction, 
and to ensure election results are 
double-checked through post-
election audits. “We’re seeing 
different threats to our elections 

this year than we have in the 
past,” Iacobucci said, “and some 
statutes needed strengthening or 
updating.”

New laws in Alabama, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, and Washington 
passed by unanimous vote or 
consent in both chambers. Bills 
in California and Delaware were 
enacted by unanimous vote in the 
Senate and with only a handful of 
“no” votes in the lower chamber. 
In Oklahoma and Wyoming, legis-
lation passed with large, biparti-
san majorities in both chambers. 
A bipartisan post-election audit bill 
in Massachusetts remained pend-
ing as this issue of Public Citizen 
News went to print.

“The state legislators we 
worked with understand that free 
and fair elections are the bedrock 
of our ‘government by the people’ 
and that their constituents deserve 
to be able to trust the process,” 
Iacobucci said. “State after state, 
we found that people were willing 
to work ‘across the aisle’ to make 
our elections stronger, and we all 
benefit from that.” 

  State Laws, from page 1

The Tide Is Turning Against Astronomical Pentagon Spending
BY DAVID ROSEN

President Donald Trump has 
demanded an eye-popping 

$600 billion annual increase in 
Pentagon spending that would 
bring its total annual budget to 
$1.5 trillion for the first time. The 
administration is aiming to reach 
this total through two or three sep-
arate spending bills.

The first legislative step will 
be passage of the fiscal year 2027 
National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA). The version drafted 
and passed by House Republicans 
in late July proposes a $250 billion 
increase over the fiscal year 2026 
Pentagon base budget, bringing 
the total to nearly $1.15 trillion.

Meanwhile, the Trump admin-
istration hopes to add another 
$350 billion to the Pentagon bud-
get through a partisan budget rec-
onciliation bill. On top of that, the 
president is seeking an additional 
$67 billion through a supplemen-
tal appropriations bill to offset the 
costs of his illegal and unconstitu-
tional war in Iran.

None of this is the routine 
but lamentable year-over-year 
increase in military spending. 
It would effectively double the 
Pentagon’s budget. This is bud-
get depravity — a gift beyond the 
wildest imagination of the mil-
itary-industrial complex, and a 

monumental diversion of resources 
from domestic and human needs. 
That’s what Public Citizen and its 
allies have repeatedly told lawmak-
ers in Congress, and for the first 
time in decades, many appear to 
be listening.

Even as millions of Americans 
struggle to pay for health insur-
ance, prescription medications, 
housing, education, gas, electric-
ity, water, and groceries, Trump 
and Republicans in Congress keep 
insisting that the nation cannot 
afford basic investments in human 
needs. Yet, at the same time, they 
are demanding astronomical sums 

for Pentagon spending, military 
contractors, and an ill-conceived 
war in Iran that is driving up gas 
prices.

Trump kicked off his Pentagon 
spending spree in 2025 by slash-
ing health care and Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) food assistance by $1 trillion 
over the next 10 years while increas-
ing Pentagon funding by $150 
billion. A year after Republicans 
handed that money over via rec-
onciliation, the Pentagon has yet 
to obligate more than 80% of it.

Now, Trump’s proposed 2027 
federal budget comes with even 

more cuts to programs that invest 
in human needs. In April, Trump 
said, “We’re fighting wars … It’s 
not possible for us to take care of 
day care, Medicaid, Medicare, all 
these individual things.” When 
asked about rising gas prices 
resulting from the war in Iran, 
Trump responded that he does not 
“think about Americans’ financial 
situation.”

Momentum is building in 
Congress to block Trump’s 
Pentagon spending plans. The 
Armed Services committees in 
both chambers of Congress have a 

see Pentagon, page 7 

Photo of the Pentagon courtesy of Wikimedia.
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Public Citizen Global Trade Watch Director Melinda St. Louis speaking at the Fair Trade for Working Families press conference. Photo courtesy of Diane Krauthamer.

Public Citizen Endorses Landmark Resolution on Progressive Trade
BY MIA EL-YAFI

It’s no secret that for the last four 
decades, bad trade policy, writ-

ten by billionaires and executives 
at the richest corporations, has 
devastated American workers. But 
what does progressive trade policy 
look like? Public Citizen and its 
allies in Congress have an answer. 

In May of this year, Public 
Citizen, along with 12 other labor, 
environmental, and civil society 
groups, endorsed the Fair Trade 
for Working Families Resolution. 
The resolution, introduced by Rep. 
Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.), sets clear 
standards for a progressive trade 
agenda.

For too long, representatives 
from both parties have supported 
“free trade” deals that have led to 
a race to the bottom for working 
people. Since the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
was signed in 1994, corporations 
have sent millions of good-paying 
jobs overseas, destroying commu-
nities that depend on manufactur-
ing for their livelihoods. 

When jobs leave, towns lose tax 
revenue for schools and infrastruc-
ture, cities are hollowed out, and 
working people are left behind. 
Meanwhile, workers, family farms, 
and small businesses suffer, while 
multinational corporations, espe-
cially the executives at the very 
top, see unprecedented profits. 

Donald Trump promised that 
his successor to NAFTA, the United 
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA), would rectify these past 
wrongs. Unsurprisingly, it hasn’t 
done much. Companies still take 
advantage of sweatshop wages 

and lax environmental regulations 
abroad at the expense of American 
workers.

Trump once again claimed in 
his second term that he would fix 
these problems, but it is clear he 
has never prioritized working peo-
ple. His chaotic tariff regime and 
corrupt foreign policy have alien-
ated U.S. allies, created economic 
uncertainty, and increased the cost 
of living for American families — all 
while securing giveaways for his 
billionaire buddies. 

The United States needs a bold, 
alternative vision for trade that 
doesn’t repeat the pitfalls of the 
corporate past or the Trumpian 
chaos of the present. That’s where 
the resolution comes into play. 

It presents key points, 
including:
•	 Enforceable labor, wage, and 

environmental standards to 
raise the bar globally and pre-
vent a race to the bottom

•	 Strong Made in America 
requirements to ensure pub-
lic investment supports U.S. 
workers

•	 Protections for affordable 
medicine at home and abroad

•	 Provisions against AI-driven 
offshoring

•	 Tariff policies that defend 
domestic industry and do not 
bully our allies

•	 Support for independent farm-
ers and rural communities

•	 Policymaking that priori-
tizes working people over 
corporations  

Public Citizen endorsed the 
resolution along with the United 
Steelworkers (USW), United 

Auto Workers (UAW), AFL-CIO, 
International Association of 
Machinists (IAM), Citizens Trade 
Campaign (CTC), Rethink Trade, 
Sierra Club, NETWORK Lobby for 
Catholic Social Justice, National 
Family Farm Coalition, BlueGreen 
Alliance, and International 
Federation of Professional and 
Technical Engineers (IFPTE).

Public Citizen is a key coalition 
builder for the resolution, actively 
campaigning for constituents to 
write to their representatives and 
encourage them to sign on. At the 
press conference launching the 
resolution, Global Trade Watch 
Director Melinda St. Louis deliv-
ered remarks alongside congres-
sional champions and labor union 
allies. 

“We know that we’re at a cross-
roads between a future where bil-
lionaires squeeze working people 
into oblivion, or a future where 
workers are respected, and where 
people who work for a living can 
actually earn a living,” St. Louis 
said. 

Rep. DeLauro led the event 
along with four other members of 
Congress, including Reps. Debbie 
Dingell (D-Mich.), Stephen Lynch 
(D-Mass.), Chris Deluzio (D-Pa.), 
and Becca Balint (D-Vt.), who dis-
cussed the necessity of a new trade 
vision in this moment.  

“We are in a cost of living crisis 
today. The American people need 
relief — not just from high prices, 
but from decades of failed trade 
policy that have helped bring us 
to this point,” DeLauro said. 

As this issue of Public Citizen 
News goes to print, the resolution 

has 52 cosponsors and counting, 
including Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez (D-NY); Rep. Ro Khanna 
(D-Calif.), top Democrat on the 
powerful China Select Committee; 
and Rep. Greg Casar (D-Texas), 
chair of the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus. Members of 
Congress are realizing it is both 
important and possible to think 
about trade differently. Trade deals 
shouldn’t cater to top executives — 
they can, and should, prioritize the 
people on the ground.

“It's working people at the cen-
ter of our economy. It's working 
people that brought us the middle 
class, and it's working people that 
have to be at the center of the work 
that we do,” Balint demanded.

The Trump administration has 
broken its promise to American 
workers. However, we can’t return 
to the trade deals of the past, which 
themselves betrayed American 
workers. 

Trade must no longer under-
mine a broader progressive agenda 
— it has to be an integral part of it. 
With a new vision for trade, we can 
ensure American workers have the 
protections they need to compete 
in the global marketplace. We can 
ensure family farms and small 
businesses are as valued as their 
conglomerate counterparts. We 
can ensure our trade policy allows 
us to hold Big Tech accountable as 
AI shapes the world we live in. 

This resolution provides a clear 
path forward where the dignity of 
workers is valued above all else. 
We can, and will, govern trade 
better. 
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A recent lawsuit filed by Public 
Citizen’s Litigation Group con-
tends that the U.S. government 
did something extraordinary with 
information provided by asylum 
seekers from Iran: It gave sensi-
tive details to representatives of 
the Iranian government — the very 
government the asylum seekers 
said they feared. 

Public Citizen, on behalf of the 
Iranian American Legal Defense 
Fund (IALDF), filed a case in 
federal district court on July 7 
against Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio, the State Department, 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), and other 
senior officials. The case centers 
on a basic promise of the asylum 
system: confidentiality. Federal 
regulations generally prohibit 
the government from disclosing 
information that would reveal, 
or allow someone to infer, that a 
person sought asylum. The rea-
son is straightforward. Applicants 
often tell U.S. authorities exactly 
why their governments may want 
to imprison, torture, or otherwise 
punish them.

“The law couldn’t be more clear 
that information in asylum appli-
cations is protected,” Michael 
Kirkpatrick, the lead Public Citizen 
attorney representing IALDF, told 
the Washington Post after the 
lawsuit was filed. He described 
the alleged disclosures as “poten-
tially a matter of life and death.” 
The concern is not limited to the 
applicants themselves. Asylum 
applications can identify fam-
ily members, political associates, 

fellow protesters, or members of 
underground religious groups who 
remain in Iran.

The events behind the case 
began in March 2025, when U.S. 
officials apparently met with rep-
resentatives of Iran’s Interests 
Section, which operates through 
the Pakistani Embassy because 
the United States and Iran do not 
maintain formal diplomatic rela-
tions. According to press reports 
and the case filings, an Iranian 
official requested a list of Iranian 
nationals the United States wished 
to deport, and a U.S. liaison pro-
vided a list of approximately 150 
names. In subsequent monthly 
meetings, the complaint alleges, 
ICE supplied Iranian representa-
tives with immigration records, 
including information related to 
asylum cases.

This alleged cooperation devel-
oped alongside a renewed effort to 
deport Iranians in large groups on 
three occasions: roughly 50 to 60 
people in September 2025, about 
50 more in December 2025, and 
approximately 15 in late January 
2026. The IALDF complaint says 
that some deportees were later 
questioned by Iranian authori-
ties about why they had left 
Iran and sought asylum in the 
United States. News reports also 
described an agreement between 
the Iranian government and the 
Trump administration under 
which hundreds of Iranians could 
potentially be returned. Although 
these mass deportation flights 
were paused when the conflict 
between the United States and Iran 
began in February, Public Citizen 
and IALDF’s lawsuit notes that 
document sharing between the 

U.S. government and the Iranian 
Interests Section continued.

Some of IALDF’s most sig-
nificant evidence of the alleged 
information sharing comes from 
Iranian asylum seekers them-
selves. In sworn declarations, 
several say they were forced to 
speak with Iranian officials while 
in ICE custody. One asylum seeker 
said that an Iranian representative 
knew about his asylum claim and 
its status. Another, who had fled 
after a political protest, described 
a representative saying that she 
had the “whole case file in her 
hands,” including the basis of the 
asylum claim and the transcript 
of the interview. Other detainees 
described Iranian officials know-
ing details about their immigra-
tion proceedings and encouraging 
them to return to Iran. 

In addition, a declaration from 
civil rights lawyer Cyrus Mehri 
says that a senior official from the 
Iranian Interests Section unex-
pectedly called him on March 
24, 2026, and later met with him. 
According to Mehri, the official 
described recurring contact with 
U.S. authorities and said ICE had 
provided immigration documents 
concerning detainees, including 
asylum-related records.

Mehri’s account, together with 
the detainees’ declarations, indi-
cates that the disclosures were 
not isolated mistakes but part of a 
broader policy of sharing confiden-
tial information. That distinction 
is key to the case. Public Citizen 
and IALDF contend that the 
United States crossed a legal line 
by carrying out an unlawful pol-
icy of revealing protected asylum 
information that could identify 

someone as a political dissident, 
Christian convert, LGBTQ person, 
or other perceived opponent of the 
Iranian government. The U.S. gov-
ernment, however, has denied that 
the policy exists. DHS told Reuters 
that the claim ICE shared asylum 
records with Iran was “FALSE.” 
The agency claims that ICE works 
with foreign governments only 
to obtain travel documents and 
provide lawful consular access to 
detainees.

This lawsuit was brought under 
the Administrative Procedure Act, 
a federal law that allows courts 
to review actions by government 
agencies. Public Citizen and IALDF 
have asked the district court to 
declare the alleged policy unlaw-
ful and order it stopped. The suit 
also asks that people whose infor-
mation was disclosed be notified 
so they have an opportunity to 
reopen their cases before they 
are deported. Without knowing 
whether their information was 
disclosed, asylum seekers cannot 
seek reconsideration.

Public Citizen and IALDF sought 
preliminary relief — a temporary 
order while the case proceeds — on 
July 15, and the judge held a hear-
ing on Aug. 5. The judge has not 
yet ruled on IALDF’s motion, say-
ing that she needs more evidence 
before deciding whether to halt the 
alleged policy. The judge will hold 
an evidentiary hearing in the near 
future to hear live testimony and 
to consider a fuller factual record. 
At that hearing, Public Citizen will 
continue to advocate for the asy-
lum seekers, whose protected asy-
lum information cannot lawfully 
be handed to the Iranian govern-
ment. 

  Iran, from page 1

long tradition of rubber-stamping 
ever-higher Pentagon budgets, yet 
this time is different. In early June, 
12 House Democrats and nine sena-
tors from both parties broke with 
tradition and voted in their respec-
tive committees to completely 
reject Trump’s Pentagon budget. 

In addition, an amendment to 
cut Trump’s Pentagon budget by 
$150 billion received 25 votes in the 
House Armed Services Committee. 
Nearly all the Democrats on the 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
backed a parallel amendment 
introduced by U.S. Sen. Mark Kelly 
(D-Ariz.).

Over the summer, 27 House 
Democratic appropriators voted 
against Trump’s defense appro-
priations bill. And in July, Senate 
Democrats blocked the House ver-
sion of the NDAA from advanc-
ing. This legislation usually enjoys 

robust bipartisan support, but this 
time there was no rubber stamp.

These departures from tradi-
tion signal how galling a $1.5 tril-
lion Pentagon budget request is, 
especially now.

The U.S. already spends more 
on its military than the next several 
countries combined. The Pentagon 
has never passed an audit, cannot 
account for much of the money 
it receives, and has repeatedly 
proved unable to spend all the 
money it already has.

Polls show that most voters now 
see this clearly, with three out of 
five opposing Trump’s Pentagon 
spending proposal.

The upcoming Senate vote on 
the NDAA, expected sometime 
during Congress’s post-election 
work period, offers voters, lawmak-
ers, and the media an opportunity 
to ask a straightforward question: 
If Congress can find hundreds of 
billions of additional dollars every 

year for the Pentagon, why can’t 
lawmakers find the resources to 
keep hospitals open, strengthen 
public education, and lower costs 
for working families?

The $600 billion Trump wants 
to devote to additional Pentagon 
spending could instead be directed 
toward the needs of the American 
people, including restoring funding 
for health care, food, housing, and 
climate action.

The money would be enough to 
pay for ALL of the following:
•	 Restoring the cruel Medicaid 

and SNAP cuts included in the 
Republican reconciliation bill;

•	 Restoring Affordable Care Act 
subsidies;

•	 Providing universal day care 
and child care;

•	 Expanding Medicare to cover 
dental, hearing, vision, and 
home health care;

•	 Quadrupling the budget of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency;
•	 Making massive invest-

ments to address the climate 
catastrophe;

•	 Ending homelessness in 
America;

•	 Making major investments in 
affordable housing; and

•	 Making college free for anyone 
from a low-income household.

The American people are fed up 
with spending more on bombs and 
less on basic needs. And they are 
furious with a pointless, deadly, 
illegal, unconstitutional, and pro-
tracted war that is costing lives and 
driving up gas prices.

Public Citizen and its allies will 
continue to pressure lawmakers to 
reject astronomical, accountability-
free spending requests that do little 
more than line the pockets of war-
mongering defense contractors.

What makes this moment dif-
ferent is that the tide is finally turn-
ing. 

  Pentagon, from page 5
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As Millions Lose Obamacare, the Trump Administration 
Blames Cheaters. The Data Points Elsewhere.
BY PETER WHORISKEY

As millions of Americans lost 
health coverage this year, 

Trump administration officials 
were loath to admit that govern-
ment cuts to Obamacare subsidies 
were driving the decline. Instead, 
they offered a politically expedi-
ent explanation that obscured the 
truth: They claimed the people 
falling off the rolls were cheaters 
who had enrolled and received 
benefits by misstating their 
income. As these ineligible enroll-
ees were weeded out, the admin-
istration claimed, Obamacare 
enrollment was falling. 

A recent Public Citizen report 
takes a closer look and shows that 
the government’s own numbers 
tell a different story. “The report 
debunks the administration’s 
fraud theory,” said Dr. Robert 
Steinbrook, the director of Public 
Citizen’s Health Research Group.

The reason that millions are 
losing health insurance — and why 
low- and middle-income families 
are leaving the Obamacare pro-
gram — is that their premiums 
became unaffordable after Trump 
and congressional Republicans 
ended the enhanced Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) subsidies.

Enrollment in the ACA mar-
ketplaces has been shrinking this 
year, from 22.3 million people in 
2025 to an estimated 17.5 million 
in 2026.

The deceptive explanation 
that only ineligible people are 
losing coverage is convenient for 
the administration and congres-
sional Republicans. It shifts the 
blame for millions of Americans 
losing health insurance onto the 
enrollees themselves.

"The only people who lost cov-
erage were people who were never 

entitled to coverage," Health 
and Human Services Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. testified 
at an April 21 hearing before the 
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee.

Mehmet Oz, the administrator 
of the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, has gone fur-
ther, saying he would like to see 
millions more dropped because so 
many were wrongly enrolled.

But the administration’s fraud 
explanation doesn’t match the 
government’s own numbers. The 
fraud theory fails for two reasons:

First, the decline is in the 
wrong income group. Under the 
administration’s spurious theory, 
based on the work of the conser-
vative Paragon Health Institute, 
cheating was concentrated among 
families reporting income just 
above the federal poverty line. At 
that point on the income scale, 
they argue, the financial incentive 
to overstate income is strongest. 
So, if the theory is correct, enroll-
ment in that income group should 
be falling fastest as ineligible peo-
ple are purged. But the opposite 
happened. Enrollment among 
people just above the poverty line 
rose from 7.1 million to 7.4 million 
between 2025 and 2026.

So who is leaving Obamacare? 
Almost half of the total enrollment 
decline came from people earning 
more than four times the poverty 
level. These are not families gam-
ing the poverty threshold. They 
are middle-income households 
that lost their subsidies and can 
no longer absorb the premiums.

Indeed, among middle-class 
families losing coverage, the rea-
son that Obamacare enrollment 
has fallen is easy to understand. 
Stacy Newton, her husband, and 

their two children, of Wyoming, 
dropped their coverage this year 
after their premiums reached 
$43,000 annually once subsidies 
were cut.

"The Trump administration 
keeps saying 'it's fraud, it's fraud, 
it's fraud,'" Newton said. "But 
I think they just want to break 
Obamacare and blame it on the 
people."

The second reason the govern-
ment's explanation doesn’t pass 
muster is that the enrollment 
decline is also in the wrong states. 
The fraud theory pushed by the 
administration predicts that most 
ineligible enrollees — more than 5 
million of them — are clustered 
in the 10 states that declined to 
expand Medicaid. In those states, 
a coverage gap gives poor people 
a perverse incentive to exaggerate 
their income: By reporting income 
above the poverty line, they qual-
ify for marketplace subsidies. 
Otherwise, they go uninsured. 

If the administration’s fraud 
theory were correct, enrollment 
losses would be concentrated in 
the states where that coverage 
gap exists.

But again, that’s not what hap-
pened. Advocates of the fraud 
theory singled out Florida as a 
state where the problem was "par-
ticularly acute," estimating that it 
had more than 2.4 million ineli-
gible enrollees. Yet Obamacare 
enrollment in Florida fell by less 
than one-tenth that amount and 
no faster than in the country as a 
whole.

There is a real phenomenon 
buried in Paragon's numbers, 
and it unintentionally highlights 
the plight of millions of people 
who have fallen into the coverage 
gap in the 10 states that refused 

to expand Medicaid. They are too 
poor for subsidized Obamacare 
plans, which cover people with 
incomes above the poverty line, 
but have just enough income to 
be disqualified from their state's 
restricted Medicaid program. To 
escape that trap, some report 
income just above the cutoff to 
become eligible for coverage.

The enrollment data show 
the fingerprints of that behav-
ior. A peer-reviewed study in 
the American Journal of Health 
Economics found a suspicious 
clustering of reported incomes 
just above the eligibility line of 
$11,670 in 2015, with many enroll-
ees reporting exactly $11,670, 
$11,700, or $12,000. The authors 
concluded that some people in the 
coverage gap appeared to obtain 
subsidies, "perhaps by overreport-
ing their income."

How many people are doing 
so is a matter of dispute. A 
Congressional Budget Office letter 
last August, cautioning that such 
estimates are "difficult," put the 
2025 figure at 2.3 million. Paragon 
pegged it above 6 million, using a 
broader definition of impropriety.

But it’s important to consider 
who these people are. They are 
not wealthy people claiming ben-
efits meant for someone else. 
They are people whose earnings 
fall below the poverty line. They 
must estimate the following year's 
income, and if they estimate it 
above the poverty line, they get 
health insurance. The administra-
tion has called this fraud. It may 
be more apt to call it despera-
tion in a health care system that 
arbitrarily leaves so many people 
behind. 

It’s Time to Finally Ban Direct-To-Consumer 
Advertising of Prescription Drugs
BY NINA ZELDES

It’s nearly impossible to avoid ads 
for prescription drugs. Whether 

you watch TV, listen to the radio, 
read a magazine, or browse the 
internet, you are likely constantly 
encouraged to ask your doctor if a 
certain drug is right for you.

Public Citizen always opposed 
these ads as contrary to the patient 
and the public interest. Since they 
have become widespread, the 

organization has urged the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) at least to strengthen rules 
governing these ads and to enforce 
the rules far more vigorously. But 
no amount of regulation can fix the 
damage these ads inflict, which is 
why, in July 2026, Public Citizen 
petitioned the FDA to ban direct-
to-consumer (DTC) advertising of 
prescription drugs altogether.

The United States is one of 

only two developed nations that 
allow pharmaceutical companies 
to advertise prescription drugs 
directly to consumers. Nearly all 
other developed countries have 
long restricted DTC advertising 
because such ads can mislead 
patients and affect physicians’ 
prescribing behaviors. Research 
has found that these ads can harm 
patients, the physician-patient 
relationship, and impose sub-

stantial economic burdens on the 
health care system. 

DTC ads have not always been 
so ubiquitous in the United States. 
When the first ads were aired on 
TV in the early 1980s, the FDA 
required manufacturers to provide 
a full disclosure of a drug’s side 
effects, contraindications, precau-
tions, and warnings. Because this 
required a considerable amount of 

see Drugs, page 9 
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R.U.R. Here We Are
BY CLARA VONDRICH
A version of this story ran in 
DeSmog in July

Karel Čapek invented the 
word “robot” for his 1920 

play R.U.R., Rossum’s Universal 
Robots, about a factory that 
churned out humanoid machines 
whose mission was to liberate 
people from work. Instead, the 
robots fomented a rebellion and 
killed off the human race. Today, 
the runaway expansion of AI and 
data centers makes science fiction 
seem plausible.

Public Citizen’s Climate 
Program isn’t focused on stopping 
a robot rebellion, but something 
almost as scary: the deadly cli-
mate impacts that will result if the 
AI data center buildout continues 
to be powered by fossil fuels. As 
the AI data center explosion ham-
mers communities with higher 
energy bills; air, noise, and light 
pollution; obscene water use; and 
affronts to democracy as Silicon 
Valley juggernauts advance 
unpopular projects behind a thick 
veil of nondisclosure agreements, 
it is also racing toward ever-wors-
ening climate impacts.

Data centers need 
more power than most 
countries, and that 
power is fossil-fueled.

New research from the United 
Nations University Institute for 
Water, Environment and Health 
(UNU-INWEH) finds that global 
data center electricity use sur-
passes that of all but 10 countries 
and is projected to double over 
the next four years. In 2030, if 
data centers were a country, they 
would be the sixth-largest con-
sumer of electricity, producing 
nearly 400 million metric tons of 

carbon dioxide. That’s roughly the 
equivalent of Australia’s annual 
emissions.

The electricity powering data 
centers is not clean, much less 
renewable. Globally, coal and gas 
provide just under 60% of data 
center power. In the U.S., gas is the 
top power source for data centers, 
which is no better than coal for the 
climate since methane gas traps 
heat 80 times more effectively 
than carbon dioxide over 20 years.

Our global carbon 
budget is spent.

The world may already have 
exceeded the 1.5-degree Celsius 
threshold that underpinned the 
Paris Agreement. This target was 
set more than a decade ago at the 
insistence of countries most vul-
nerable to climate impacts, espe-
cially low-lying island nations. 
In the intervening years, we 
have seen how extreme weather 
and climate disasters don’t dis-
criminate: All of us are affected. 
In 2024, human-caused climate 
change added 41 days of danger-
ous heat for billions worldwide, 
fueling even more climate disas-
ters, including hurricanes, floods, 
and fires.

This is just the beginning. 
Several climate tipping points 
have been crossed or imminently 
will be crossed, such as the col-
lapse of warm-water reefs critical 
to ocean health, the disintegra-
tion of polar ice sheets that will 
add meters to sea level rise, the 
stalling of the Atlantic Meridional 
Overturning Circulation (AMOC) 
that warms Europe with the Gulf 
Stream, as well as the destruction 
of the Amazon. Don’t believe the 
scientists? Even JPMorgan admits 
we are approaching climate tip-

ping points from which there is no 
return. Only a drastically down-
sized and impoverished humanity 
will survive these changes.

Big Tech is not only 
using fossil fuels to 
power AI but selling AI to 
find more fossil fuels.

Companies like Google and 
OpenAI promised that AI would 
accelerate the transition to renew-
able energy and drive a new gen-
eration of climate solutions. But 
Big Tech is not just powering AI 
with fossil fuels; it is selling AI 
tools to the oil and gas industry to 
turbocharge new fossil fuel explo-
ration, discovery, and recovery.

Microsoft is the top cloud pro-
vider for the oil and gas industry. 
Amazon follows in second place, 
while Google is third. And chip 
manufacturer and AI innovator 
Nvidia, which has established 
goals to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2030, is now partner-
ing with oil companies to build “AI 
Factories for Energy.” These are 
the same companies, along with 
Meta and others, that promised 
to zero out their emissions before 
2040. Instead, Big Tech compa-
nies are driving the buildout of a 
new generation of gas plants, and 
some are even bringing coal back 
from the dead. 

By Doubling Down on 
Fossil Fuels, Big Tech is 
Burning Public Trust at 
Both Ends

The race to be fastest and first 
has blinded corporations that just 
a few years ago claimed to be clean 
energy champs to the catastrophic 
harms they are causing commu-
nities and the climate. Today, 

more and more data centers are 
going off-grid, a perfect oppor-
tunity to build renewable-plus-
battery-storage facilities fit for 
the 21st century. But the opposite 
is happening, with gas and diesel 
driving the day. While renewable 
power is not a panacea for all the 
complex challenges data centers 
pose, including water, land use, 
economic, and equity concerns, it 
is crucial to the climate and, there-
fore, every person on the planet.

Americans are keenly aware 
that AI is a Pandora’s box, and 
most already believe that its risks 
outweigh the benefits. If public 
opinion were driving the pace 
of AI and data center deploy-
ment, we would have long since 
entered a cooling-off period: 80% 
of Americans believe the govern-
ment should regulate AI for safety, 
even if that means slowing down 
development. Instead, we have a 
race car without brakes.

A recent headline quipped that 
opposition to data centers is “the 
most bipartisan issue since beer.” 
Neighbors are banding together 
to block individual projects and 
communities are winning mora-
toriums at the city, county, and 
state levels. As of polling con-
ducted in mid-August 2026, 75% 
of Americans oppose data center 
development near them. A month 
prior, New York enacted the first 
statewide moratorium on new 
hyperscale data centers. 

The myth of AI was that it 
would lead to human flourishing 
and progress. But in the span of a 
few short years, Big Tech has gone 
from promising climate break-
throughs to breaking the climate. 
We have a very short window to 
change course. 

airtime, such ads were extremely 
rare. However, in 1997, the FDA 
loosened these requirements, 
allowing advertisers to omit or 
minimize these disclosures if they 
instead shared additional informa-
tion about the drug’s effectiveness 
and safety in another format or 
location, such as a website, toll-free 
number, or through pharmacists or 
physicians. This opened the flood-
gates for DTC ads. Annual spend-
ing grew from approximately $1.3 
billion in 1998 to $8 billion in 2024.

Although there are FDA regu-
lations intended to ensure a “fair 
balance” in how safety and effec-

tiveness information is presented 
and require that it be presented in 
a “clear, conspicuous, and neutral 
manner,” the FDA does not pre-
approve DTC ads. Misleading or 
deceptive ads may therefore air for 
months or years before they are 
reviewed, during which time they 
may reach and potentially harm 
millions of consumers. Once an 
ad reaches a consumer, retrospec-
tive enforcement cannot undo that 
exposure.

In September 2025, the FDA 
announced a “crackdown” on 
deceptive drug advertising, 
including plans to initiate rule-
making on DTC advertising and 
strengthen enforcement, with the 
goal of returning to the pre-1997 
environment. However, as Robert 
Steinbrook, M.D., director of Public 
Citizen’s Health Research Group, 
explains, “greater enforcement 
and stronger regulations are not 
an adequate substitute for a ban on 

DTC advertising. Even if perfectly 
enforced, DTC regulations cannot 
address the harms these ads pose 
because those harms are inherent 
in the advertising itself.”

How exactly do ads for pre-
scription drugs harm patients and 
the health care system? As Public 
Citizen’s petition highlights, a sub-
stantial body of peer-reviewed 
evidence demonstrates that the 
presentation of a drug’s benefits 

see Drugs, page 10 
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“Even if perfectly enforced, DTC regulations cannot address the harms these ads 
pose because those harms are inherent in the advertising itself.”

— Robert Steinbrook, M.D., director of Public Citizen’s Health Research Group
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The Wild West of Gambling on the Prediction Market
BY CRAIG HOLMAN, PH.D.

Placing bets on the so-called pre-
diction market is, by any other 

name, still gambling. But, oddly, 
it is not treated as such. Public 
Citizen has been leading efforts 
to regulate gambling on elections 
and political events through these 
markets.

Unlike Las Vegas-style casinos, 
which are subject to certain restric-
tions and transparency require-
ments, regulators have failed to 
apply similar standards to the so-
called “event contracts” offered 
by prediction market platforms 
such as Kalshi and Polymarket. It 
was once a little-known market in 
which investors bought and traded 
exchange contracts on whether a 
business would boom or bust. 
Prediction market companies claim 
and lobby that they are a type of 
commodities market, where inves-
tors buy and sell derivatives based 
on market prices. Trump regula-
tors have accepted these claims, so 
that the industry has fallen outside 
the regulatory framework govern-
ing gambling. Instead, it is over-
seen by the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission (CFTC), the 
federal agency that regulates com-
modities and derivatives markets.

But prediction markets have 
fundamentally changed within 
the last few years, expanding 
event contracts to elections, politi-
cal outcomes, and sports. In 2024, 
Kalshi won a lawsuit against the 
CFTC, allowing the company to 
continue offering bets on election 
outcomes. The industry quickly 
expanded its platforms to cover 
almost any political outcome – 
not just elections, but whether a 
bill will pass or how long a cabi-
net member will stay in office, for 
example. Almost overnight, pre-
diction markets blossomed into 
massive casinos, with global trad-
ing volumes surpassing $64 billion 
in 2025.

Yet there remains very little 
oversight. The industry avoids the 

transparency and regulations that 
apply to traditional gambling, and 
bets can be placed by anonymous 
players. The CFTC is supposed to 
be a five-member oversight com-
mission. President Donald Trump 
has so far appointed only one com-
missioner, Michael Selig, as chair. 
Selig previously represented the 
prediction market industry as an 
attorney and is an avowed sup-
porter of deregulation. “He’s not 
trying to pretend that he’s a nor-
mal regulator,” said an attorney 
who works on CFTC issues. “He’s 
acting more like a cheerleader for 
the industry.”

This deregulatory approach fits 
neatly with the Trump family busi-
ness empire. Donald Trump Jr. is 
a paid adviser for Kalshi and an 
adviser and investor in Polymarket.

And thus the stage is set for 
insider trading on political events. 
Ever since the American invasions 
of Venezuela and Iran, a small 
number of people have placed 
very large bets moments before 
major developments, scoring mil-
lions in profits. Just hours before it 
happened, half a dozen very large 
bets were placed that the United 
States would invade Venezuela the 
next day and capture the nation’s 
leader, Nicolas Maduro. The bets 
paid off. Six anonymous bettors 
made $1.2 million based on the 
timing of the American invasion.

Then came bets on the inva-
sion of Iran, which also paid off 
by several million dollars. One 
person, anonymously named 
“Magamyman” — an apparent ref-
erence to MAGA — won $553,000 
on a bet that the leader of Iran 
would be out of power by a cer-
tain time. The bet was placed an 
hour before the Iranian leader was 
killed. On March 23, 2026, traders 
placed $580 million in bets on the 
oil futures market just 15 minutes 
before Trump announced on social 
media that the United States was 
having “productive” talks with 
Iran on the flow of oil. The trad-

ers made a windfall after Trump’s 
comments triggered a drop in oil 
prices. The timing and accuracy of 
these bets strongly suggest insider 
trading, potentially by individuals 
with knowledge of developments 
within the Trump administration.

On March 5, Public Citizen filed 
an insider trading complaint with 
the CFTC following these highly 
suspicious trades involving the 
timing and developments of the 
American invasions of Venezuela 
and Iran. On April 30, Public 
Citizen and Better Markets urged 
the Commission to conduct rule-
making on prediction markets 
trading activity.

The CFTC has taken little 
action to investigate potential 
insider trading. Only after exten-
sive news coverage of suspicious 
trading activity did Selig agree to 
rulemaking on prediction mar-
kets, proposing a policy that for-
mally allows this type of betting 
on political events. Public Citizen 
submitted comments sharply criti-
cal of the proposed rule and urged 
the Commission to ban gambling 
on elections and political events, 
where the potential for insider 
trading is greatest. A final ruling 
has yet to be issued.

In the meantime, Selig has 
actively sought to block state 
efforts to regulate gambling and 
prediction markets. Several states 
ban or restrict gambling and are 
trying to apply those laws to pre-
diction markets. Minnesota has 
gone so far as to ban any activity on 
these markets. Selig and the CFTC 
have intervened in court, filing 
lawsuits against such state actions. 
The Commission filed lawsuits 
against Arizona, Connecticut, and 
Illinois in an effort to prevent those 
states from banning gambling on 
prediction markets, asserting that 
the CFTC alone has the authority 
to regulate these markets.

The Commission also filed a 
lawsuit against Minnesota on the 
same grounds. “This Minnesota 

law turns lawful operators and 
participants in prediction markets 
into felons overnight,” said CFTC 
Chairman Selig. “Minnesota farm-
ers have relied on critical hedging 
products on weather and crop-
related events for decades to miti-
gate their risks,” he asserted. In 
July 2026, a federal judge issued a 
preliminary injunction temporar-
ily halting the state ban, ruling that 
federal commodities laws likely 
preempt Minnesota’s law. The case 
is currently on appeal.

Meanwhile, members of 
Congress from both parties have 
introduced a variety of bills to 
regulate prediction markets. These 
measures range from banning 
event contracts on sports, elec-
tions, and war to stopping public 
officials from trading on insider 
information.

Facing the prospect of such 
regulatory measures, Kalshi, 
Polymarket, and other prediction 
platforms have taken modest steps 
to self-regulate by enforcing inter-
nal trading rules and monitoring 
platform data for manipulation. 
In the first half of this year, Kalshi 
referred 32 possible insider trad-
ers to the CFTC for further inves-
tigation. Polymarket says it has 
referred more than 90 account 
holders to authorities in the United 
States and abroad. But only a few 
cases have resulted in enforcement 
actions, such as when Trump’s 
teleprompter operator was termi-
nated after being caught placing 
bets on what Trump was about to 
say.

Self-regulation simply is not 
enough. Prediction market plat-
forms have too much to gain to 
effectively regulate trading behav-
ior. States should be empowered to 
ban gambling on prediction mar-
kets. More importantly, federal 
legislation is needed to ban insider 
trading where it is most likely to 
occur: on elections and political 
outcomes. 

Trump’s Disastrous LNG Pipeline is Billions Over Budget
BY LOIS PARSHLEY

For decades, Alaska politicians 
have dreamed of piping natural 

gas from the North Slope across the 
state for export to Asia. Those plans 
have never panned out. But the 
long-discussed idea has recently 
gained renewed momentum with 
federal support from President 
Trump, who claims the project 
would be “truly spectacular." 

The Alaska Gas Development 

Corporation has spent over $600 
million planning, designing, and 
permitting an approximately 800-
mile pipeline and export terminal. 
In 2025, the state gave a confiden-
tial, no-bid development contract 
to Glenfarne Group, a company that 
has never operated a commercial 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) export 
terminal. 

There’s every reason to expect 

costs for this deal to exceed pro-
jections. Public Citizen analyzed 
more than 20 terminals currently 
operating or under construc-
tion across the U.S., Canada, and 
Mexico and found that these proj-
ects frequently cost far more than 
industry backers admit. Using data 
from public filings, industry news, 
regulatory disclosures, and com-
pany announcements, the analysis 

found that operating terminals had 
an average cost overrun of 59.7%. 
Construction delays were also com-
mon, particularly at larger and more 
complex facilities, with delays of 
approximately one to three years, 
and associated costs.

The Alaska project is being 
revived at a moment when the 
global LNG market is undergoing 
a historic expansion. The United 

see Pipeline, page 11 
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A Win for Houston’s Port Communities
BY SARAH CINCO

For people who live near the 
Houston Ship Channel, risk is 

always present.
Communities like Channelview, 

Pleasantville, and Galena Park 
have a long history of destruc-
tive flooding and industrial facili-
ties that pollute the air, land, and 
water. Another threat to public 
health may be on the horizon.

For more than a decade, 
members of the Healthy Port 
Communities Coalition (HPCC), 
including Public Citizen, have 
advocated for the health and well-
being of communities living near 
the ship channel. As part of that 
mission, the coalition has pushed 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) and the Port Houston 
Authority (PHA) to stop using 
those communities as a dumping 
ground for toxic sludge. 

The sludge in question, known 
as dredge spoils, is made up of the 
mud and anything else that USACE 
pulls from the channel floor as it 
dredges the waterway as part of 
regular maintenance and opera-
tions. Most recently, expansion 
projects to accommodate larger 
ships traveling from the Gulf of 
Mexico to Port Houston and back 
have exacerbated community con-
cerns. This traffic can spill chemi-
cals, oil, and other substances 
carried by the ships. The refiner-
ies and chemical facilities lining 
the channel can also contribute to 
waterway contamination, which 
eventually settles on the channel 
floor. 

Rather than being properly 
disposed of, the USACE dumps 
this toxic sludge onto structur-
ally unsound sites called Dredge 
Material Disposal Sites (DMPAs), 
which are adjacent to homes, 

places of worship, and schools. 
Pedestrians run on dirt trails, and 
children play along the outskirts 
of these dump sites, without any 
signage warning of the dangers of 
contact with the material. These 
sites are woven into the commu-
nity’s social fabric; many people 
remember playing near them as 
kids or have never questioned 
what they are. 

After years of extensive meet-
ings, persistent advocacy, and 
rallying community members, a 
June letter from the port author-
ity to area officials delivered good 
news: USACE agreed to dispose of 
the dredge spoils from offshore 
expansion efforts in the Gulf, two 
nautical miles from the Galveston 
Entrance Channel. According to 
the letter, USACE also plans to 
retire its existing Glendale and 
Filterbed land-based dump sites 
in Pleasantville.

“This letter brought a smile 
to my face and will bring a sigh 
of relief to the people who call 
this community home,” said 
Bridgette Murray, founder and 
executive director of the HPCC-
member organization Achieving 
Community Tasks Successfully 
(ACTS). “While port communities 
will continue to face other chal-
lenges that can harm public health 
and quality of life, their residents 
won’t have to worry about add-
ing another potential threat. It is 
a victory for the everyday peo-
ple, experts, and advocates who 
attended many meetings, spoke 
at many port hearings, and tire-
lessly lobbied the Port and the 
Army Corps to find a better way.”

In 2022, Project 11, the 11th 
expansion of the ship channel, 
began with Port Houston and 
USACE undertaking different 

phases of dredging. As part of its 
upcoming phase, USACE intended 
to dispose of the dredge spoils at 
those decades-old dump sites in 
Channelview and Pleasantville.

There are plenty of reasons to 
worry about additional dredge 
spoils dumped where people live. 

In 2024, samples taken from 
the perimeter of the existing 
dump sites showed the presence 
of the cancer-causing chemical 
arsenic, along with cadmium and 
benzopyrene. The arsenic levels in 
one sample were 45 times higher 
than what the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) considers 
safe. HPCC, the Environmental 
Defense Fund, Lone Star Legal 
Aid, and the Bullard Center for 
Environmental and Climate 
Justice conducted the testing. 

Additionally, a 2025 review by 
retired USACE engineer William 
Empson, on behalf of HPCC, 
identified structural issues with 
the dump sites that could worsen 
flooding in the area and poten-
tially displace the disposed dredge 
spoils into the community and 
municipal stormwater systems. 
Such was the case in 1957, when 
a containment area ruptured, 
“flooding much of Pleasantville 
with up to four feet of contami-
nated sludge that had been previ-
ously dredged from the bottom of 
the ship channel and stored in a 
settling basin,” according to the 
Houston Flood Museum.

While the change in USACE’s 
plans was unquestionably a win 
for vulnerable port neighbor-
hoods, more risks are looming.

USACE is moving forward with 
expanding two other dump sites 
called House Tract and E2 Clinton. 
Each could pose health and 
safety risks to people in Houston, 

including Galena Park, Jacinto 
City, and Fidelity/Clinton Park/
Tri-Community. 

HPCC has an ongoing cam-
paign to engage with USACE and 
convince its leadership to stop the 
expansion. Although one risk in 
one community has been averted, 
USACE’s expansion plans are the 
reality for other port communities, 
which are already overburdened 
by industrial pollution and under-
served and underrepresented in 
local government.

Port-area residents have a long 
history of persevering through 
numerous environmental chal-
lenges. Longtime residents of 
those communities know another 
risk could come their way, but 
they shouldn’t be asked to take 
on further risk.

Public Citizen and its fellow 
HPCC members remain commit-
ted to advocating for the health 
and safety of people living in port 
communities.

By organizing neighborhood 
town halls, presenting scientific 
data to public officials, and build-
ing strong partnerships, HPCC is 
ensuring that affected residents 
have a direct voice in their own 
environmental future and the 
decisions that directly impact 
them and their families. HPCC 
will continue to support and uplift 
port communities in demand-
ing environmental and life safety 
assurance reviews, long-term soil 
monitoring, and transparent com-
munication among USACE, the 
Port Authority, and neighbors in 
nearby port communities. HPCC 
believes that safer alternatives 
should be the norm, and that a bet-
ter, cleaner, healthier, and more 
sustainable Houston is possible. 

States is now the fastest-grow-
ing exporter of liquefied natural 
gas. According to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration, North 
America’s LNG export capacity is 
on track to more than double in 
the next three years. Although the 
U.S. did not export any liquefied gas 
before 2016, it is now the world’s 
largest producer.

Multibillion-dollar cost overruns 
can alter these projects’ expected 
financial returns, creating risks for 
investors and increasing American 
energy bills. This systemic underes-
timation matches historical norms 
for large-scale infrastructure proj-
ects. Oxford professor emeritus 

Bent Flyvbjerg previously found 
that over nine out of 10 megaproj-
ects go over budget or over sched-
ule, and often both, and that cost 
overruns of “over 50 percent in real 
terms are common.” He dubbed 
this tendency the “Iron Law of 
Mega Projects.” 

“We shouldn't be building any 
new LNG projects in the first place,” 
said David Arkush, director of 
Public Citizen's Climate Program. 
“It's doubly problematic that gov-
ernments are supporting them 
based on faulty cost estimates from 
those who get rich off of them.”

Yet Alaska’s LNG project dem-
onstrates how difficult it can be to 
separate political ambition from 
financial reality. Its advocates have 

clung to an outdated $43.4 billion 
cost estimate for almost a decade, 
despite rising construction costs, 
inflation, and changing market 
conditions. Last year, Glenfarne 
hired a consultant to revisit the 
calculations but refused to release 
the results. 

Applying the average overrun 
rate to Glenfarne's estimate sug-
gests the real cost of the Alaska LNG 
project could be as high as $104 
billion. Still, Gov. Mike Dunleavy 
proposed replacing Alaska's 2% 
petroleum property tax with a vol-
umetric gas tax. Different versions 
of the governor's proposed tax cuts 
for the project would decrease state 
and municipal tax revenue by an 
estimated $10 to $16 billion. The 

proposal drew resistance from leg-
islators wary of giving up billions in 
revenue for a project with no final-
ized cost or financing plan. After 
the regular session and two special 
sessions, lawmakers left Juneau 
without a deal.

The fight came to a head in July, 
when the Alaska House voted down 
a compromise version of the bill 
after Dunleavy threatened a veto 
over a provision that would have 
closed another tax exemption ben-
efiting Hilcorp, the company with 
a near monopoly on the state’s 
Cook Inlet gas production. Hilcorp 
founder Jeffery Hildebrand, whose 
company contributed to Dunleavy’s 
gubernatorial campaign and who 
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Judy Meath
Steven Cohen 
I L Cohen Foundation
Kate Colby 
Elliot Conn 
Helen Coon 
Robert Cordova 
Janet Corpus and 

John F. Hoffmeyer
Mary Crawford 
Beverly Cree 
Harriett Crosby 
Susan Cushman 
Miriam Cutler 
Laurie Dann 
Antonio DaSilva 
James Davis 
Gilbert and Barbara Dembo 
Debra Demeis 
Jeffrey Dennis 
Grace Dinsdale 
Richard Dodd 
Monica Donnelly 
Mary Sue Donohue 
Siebert/Schwartz Donor

Advised Fund 
Faith Dornbrand 
Minna Doskow 

Karen Duguid and 
Wallace Johnson

Jim and Maggie Dunn 
Karen Durlach 
Louis Eby 
Michael Eidsness 
Charles Eldridge 
Mary Enright-Olson and

Allan Olson
Welman Family Fund 
William Farneth and 

Dee Baer
Jean Feinberg 
Elaine Felde 
Marvin & Louise Ann

Feldman 
Susan Fernald 
Harvey Fernbach MD, MPH
Steven Fineman 
Judith Fink 
Arnie and Judy Fishman 
Robert Florek 
Arthur Fox 
Arthur Fox II
Brian Freeman 
Dr. Michael and Karen

Fried Community
Education Fund

L. Richard Fried 
Gary & Glenon Friedmann 
Richard and Millie Fuller 
Ramiro Galindo 
Orman Gaspar 
Peter Gelblum 
Susan Gilardi 
Ruth and Ken Gilbert 
Leah Gitter 
Michael Goldberg 
Seth Goldstein 
Thomas Goldstein 
James and Victoria Granade 
Eli Greenblum 
Xan and Bonnie Gregg 
Susan Griffing 
Eric Grosse and 

Brenda Baker
Helen Grumman 
Richard Gutstadt 
Addie Guttag 
J. Gary Gwilliam 
Jon Hagler 
Mary Hall 
Christian Haller 
Kathryn Haller 
Nicholas Harmon 
Robert and Stephanie Harris 
Hilary Harris  
Frederick Hartman 
Ellen Harvey and Tad Sperry
Keith Hebeisen 
Lucy Heller 
Betsy Hendrix 
John Henel and Julie Smith
Richard Henzel 
Tim Hesterberg Ph.D.
Robert Hicks 
Wendy Hinden and

Kathryn Livelli
Michael and Kathleen Hoar 
Frank Hochfeld 
Ellen Holden 
Joan Holtzman 
Jack Homer 
John Hooper 
Robert Hunter 
Howard and Judy Johnson 
Catherine Johnson 
Giff and Mary Jones 
Peter Joseph 
Gregg/Gorenflo Justice

Fund 
Evan Kallan 
Nancy Kampmeier 
Nancy Kaplan 
Debra Katz 
Jonathan Kaufelt and 

Holly Corn
Richard Kayne 
Robin Keehn 
Charles Keeling 
John Keevert 
Daphne Keller 
Randall Kempner and

Shannon Trilli
Ed Kilpela 
Thomas and Patricia King 
Martha Kirby 
Peter Knowles and 

Barbara Wyatt
Jeffrey W. Koon 
Heather Korsvik 
Nobuko Kuhn 
Frances Labaree 
William Lambrakis 

Michele and David Lane 
Hans Lange 
Andrea Lappen 
Monica Lavery 
Robert and Linda Lawrence 
Nancy Leavens 
Hal and Kim Leland 
Arthur Levy 
Judith Liben 
Peggy Lichter and David

DiDomenico
David Lietz 
Theodore Lieverman 
Wendell Lindsay Jr.
James Ludden 
Julie Luhr 
Linda Lyerly 
Verna MacCornack 
Bruce and Carla Macleod 
Robert M. Magee 
Victor Martino 
Samuel Maruca 
Christopher and Catherine

Mathews
The Mattlin Foundation
Mary Maxwell 
Caryl McAllister 
Neil McIntosh 
Marie and Douglas McKeige 
Bruce McNamara 
Scott and Hella McVay 
Alan Meltzer 
Paulette Meyer and 

David Friedman
Barbara Meyer 
Daniel and Sigute Miller 
Karen Moffat 
Charles and Frances Moore 
Alan and Anne Morrison 
 Muratore Family 
Bette Myerson 
John Nagle 
Shirley and John Nash
Alisa and David Nash 
Diana Nasser 
Len Nathan 
National Nurses United
Louis Newman 
Lee Newman 
Martinus and Sheila

Nickerson 
Victoria Nugent and

Michael Murray
Chorost

Margaret O'Halloran 
Daniel Ollendorf and

Carolyn Conte
John Overton and 

Ann Lowry
Kimberly and Carl Oxholm 
John Palmer 
Sara Paretsky 
William Parker 
William Peabody 
Paul Perantinides 
Anne Peretz 
Jane Perkins 
Julie Peters 
Linder Peterson 
Mary Petr 
Judith Pettibone 
Matthew Pinkus 
Demetrius Pohl 
Frances Posel 
Ellen Posel 
Suzanne Potente and 

John Huddleston
Paul Prenovitz 
Nancy and Kenneth Ramler 
Eric Ratner 
Jurate Raulinaitis 
Dorothy Reilly 
Douglas Riblet 
Jack and Peggy Roberts 
Tony Romanucci 
Leora and Mort Rosen 
Peter Rosenbladt 
David Rosenstein 
Harry Roth and Lisa Heller
Conrad Rubin 
Robert Sachs and 

Caroline Taggard
Paul Sack 
Susan Sawyer 
Steven and Beth Schaffer  
Irving and Geraldine

Schaffer Foundation
Inc. 

Laurel Schmid 
David Scott 
Steve Seaborg 
George Seger 
Sherry and Gerald Shaeffer 
David Shannon 

Nick Sheridan 
Michael Shoop and 

Joyce Prudden
Kristin Shrader-Frechette 
Alan Shue 
Marie Sigan 
Donald Simons 
Mason Smith 
Ronn Smith 
The Snider Family
Rick Spanel 
Mary Steele 
Karen Steenhof 
Howe Stein Fund - Topeka

Community
Foundation

Bart and Rebecca Steinfeld 
David Stern 
Louise and David

Stonington 
Lucille Straub 
Annie Sullivan 
Iris Sutz 
David Switzer 
Nancy Tefler 
Eugene Tillman 
Blair Townsend 
Rachel Unkefer and 

Dan Doernberg 
United Steelworkers
John Van Buskirk and 

Kitty-Ann van
Doornick

Stephen Van Eck 
Marsha Vannicelli 
Elizabeth Verbeck 
Mary Vogt 
Walter Vom Saal 
Stephen Waldman 
Jeff and Elizabeth Wallace 
Susan Webster 
Marilyn Weintraub 
E. Weir 
Christine Weir 
Jannette Wesley 
James Whiteside 
Mary B Williams 
Robert Williams 
Anita Williams 
Carole Williams 
Heather Winett 
Alexander Winter 
Christine Witzel 
David and Ellen

Wohlstadter 
Jasmine Wolf 
Mary and Frederick

Worman 
Ann Worthington 
Peter Zahn 
Rick True 
Tomchin Family Charitable

Foundation

SUPER CITIZENS 
($2,500+)
Judy and Michael Ackerman 
Tony and Leslie Aiuto 
Deborah Alekel and 

Charles Peterson
Nicole Alger 
Ellen Al-Sarraf 
George Alvarez-Correa 
Richard Ames 
Krishnan Ananth 
Sherman Anderson 
Karen Andrews 
Carol Baker and Mark Stein
Harry Baker Jr.
Kathleen Barry 
Michael Barta 
Martha Baskin 
Marcus Bass 
William Becker 
Brooke Beecher 
Howard and Jackie Bellowe 
David Bendich 
Cletus and Dorene

Benjamin 
James Bennett 
Thomas Bercal 
Robert Bergstrom 
Arthur Berndt 
William Bishop 
Lewis Black 
Sy Blechman 
Arthur Bliss 
Pamela Blizzard 
Anne Bloomenthal 
Diana and Norton

Blumenthal 
Patricia Boettger 

Thank you to these individual supporters who help make our work possible.
Public Citizen salutes . . .
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John Abel 
Jay Ach 
Tony and Leslie Aiuto 
Nicole Alger 
Beth Allen 
Lloyd Alterman 
George Alvarez-Correa 
Alan Anderson 
Mary Anderson 
David Andrews 
Maryetta Andrews-Sachs 
Audrey Arlington 
John Ates 
Andrew Atwood 
Teresa Audesirk 
Fritz and Ginge Bachem 
Carol Baker 
Cohn Barbara 
Kathleen Barry 
Michael Barta 
Stephen Barth 
John Beale 
Frank Beattie 
Michael Beer 

Jean Christophe Bellito 
Daniel Benard 
Audrey Bergsma 
Andrew Bermant 
Christine Bernard 
Arthur Berndt 
Gwendolyn Binder 
Andrew Bishop 
Anne Bloom 
Anne Bloomenthal 
Catherine Bock 
Pamela Bohrer 
Amy Bones 
Leonard Borucki 
Beatrice Botch 
Richard Brey 
F. Robert Brillhart 
Mary Bristow 
Herve Bronnimann 
Shelia Bryant 
April Buchberger 
Jackie Buhn 
Mildred Bullock 
Jan Burkhead 

Mark Bussey 
Betty Butterbaugh 
Yvonne Callahan 
Teresa Calloway 
Deborah Calloway 
Faye H Campbell 
Melanie Canter 
Amy Caputo 
Kimberly Chaffin 
Christine Cheski 
Jeffrey Chester 
Marie Christian

Christiansen 
Nathaniel Cobb 
Mary Conniff 
Leo Connolly 
Helen Coon 
Laura Corkey 
Carol Costa 
Anne Covert 
Evan Crosby 
Patricia Cunningham 
Scott Dabney 
Sarah Dale 

Ann D'Antonio 
Philip Dapeer 
Valerie Davies 
Elizabeth Davis 
Jennifer Davis 
A. Dayton 
Elizabeth Deane 
Sarah Delaney 
Macy Delong 
Barbara Deming 
Scott Denmark 
Brian Deyo 
Margie Diekemper 
Abigail Dillen 
Cheryl Donovan 
Geoffrey Dow 
Pattie Downer 
Vanessa Drake-Johnson 
Ron Drees 
Marshall Dubaldo 
James Duckworth 
Esther Dunhoff 
James Durham 
Gillian Eddins 

Meredith Einaudi 
Randall Eis 
Diana and Fred Elghanayan 
Michael Elkin 
Elizabeth End 
Larry Erickson 
Melissa Eriksen 
Margaret Essenberg 
Martin Fadden 
Diane Faissler 
Susan Farrell 
Alice Fehlau 
Andrea Felsovanyi 
Daniel Fendel 
Lindsay Ferrer 
Valerie Fillenwarth 
Marty & Janet Finan 
Nancy Finkelstein 
Sheilah Fish 
Jill Fisher 
Kate Fizell 
Edwin Flores 
Jason Folkman 
Lynne Formigli 

Robert Forsland 
Rosanne Fortner 
Lynda Fox 
Aharon Freud 
Frank Friedman 
Justine Frischmann 
Yaotian Fu 
Jessica Furer 
Mark Furstenberg  
Kirk Gardner 
Theresa Garfink 
Keith Gatling 
James Gaw 
Emily Gennari 
Dale Gerstel 
Richard Gilbert 
Erika Gilliland 
Michael Gold 
Joan Goldberg 
Jane Goldman 
Robin Goldner 
Stephen Grams 
Robert Graves 
Edward Greding 

Margo Greenfield 
Dorothy Greet 
Hindell Grossman 
Jorge Guerreiro 
Richard Gurtler 
Betsie Haar 
Roger Hain 
Jan Hajnosz 
Kris Hajny 
Jon Hall 
Christian Haller 
Ron Hamlen 
Meagan Hardcastle 
Nicholas Harmon 
David Harris 
Alexandra Harvey 
Katherine Hayes 
Samuel Heidelberg 
John Heider 
Janet Heinrich 
John Hemmer 
Scott Hendler 
Christopher Herman 
Cheryl Hershey 

Thank you to the following individuals who make monthly donations of $100 or more through our sustainer program:

Maya Abels 
Ronald L. Ancell 
Mike Anders 
Keith and Muoi Arnold 
Andrew Atwood 
John Barbier 
Adrienne Barker 
Ann Bein 
Monica Bender 
Gary Bennett 
Leslie Berkes 
Judy Berman 
Mary Blom 
Peggy Brayfield 
Frank and Christine Brice 
Olga Buccek 
Carol Bullard 

Michael Caffrey 
Kurt Carlson 
John Chevedden 
Louise Chow 
Tina & Christina Clarke 
Joan Claybrook 
David and Libby Cockerline 
Mark Cohen 
Anne Cooke 
Wendell and Ginger Covalt 
Sarah Dana 
Elizabeth Deane 
Roy Dempsey 
Gregory Donges 
Minna Doskow 
John Dost 
Denzel Dukes 

Warren Edgar 
Ola Edwards 
Eric Elton 
Douglas Estes 
Anne Farr 
Glenn Fleischman 
Gary Galsworth 
Mary Geissman 
Anne Hammond 
Peter Hansen 
Wendy Harris 
Nancy Hepp 
Lynne Heritage 
Carol Heubeck 
Linda Hoholik 
June Hollingsworth 
Alexander Hoppe 

Mary Ann and Donald
Horenstein 

Paul and Suzanne Howes 
Edward Jay 
Barry Johnson 
Ruth Kalin 
Harold Kalishman 
Steven Kellman 
Douangmala

Khounnavongsa 
Howard Kirschenbaum 
Erwin and Grace Koch 
Linda Kollman 
Alex Kouvel 
Teresa Kravitz 
Chela Kunasz 
Kenneth Levin 

Ellen Levine 
Barry Levitt 
Philip Lewin 
Eric Lindblom 
Maria Maytorena 
Claire McManus 
Lucy Mead 
Kenneth Meersand 
Bernice Mennis 
Kent Mitchell 
Robert Munson 
Diane Nero 
Constance O'Hearn 
Phyllis Ohlemacher 
Kevin O'Keefe 
Thomas O'Keefe 
Patricia Oliansky 

David Parees 
William Pate 
Susan Petra 
Kenneth Phelps 
Bhagwati and Saradel

Poddar 
William Potvin 
Paul Prenovitz 
Gertrude Reagan 
Maurice Rehm 
Michael Replogle 
William and Linda Richter 
Allen and Linda Saeks 
Robert Scharlau 
Michael Shoop 
Diana and Philip Sickles 
Beatrice Sims 

Barbara Stribling 
William Tallman 
Muriel Taylor 
Glen Taysom 
Ralph Tuscher 
Willem Van Den Berg 
Irene Van Natter 
Janis Watkins 
Alan Weinberg 
Richard Weingarten 
Paul Werner 
Cheryl Wilfong 
Raine Wiseman 
Kurt & Torj Wray 
Preston and Frieda Wright 
Jeffrey & Bonita Zdrale

Public Citizen salutes our Citizens for the Future, individuals who have included us in their estate plans:

Ann Bornstein 
Peter Boyd 
Bruce Braley 
Alan Brayton 
Steven Breiner 
Michael and Sandra Brewer 
Mark Bronson 
Byron Brown 
William Brown Jr.
Celeste Brusati 
Sandy Burd 
Deborah Calloway 
James Campen and 

Phyllis Ewen
Callie Cashwell 
James Cason 
Dan Castellaneta and 

Deb Lacusta
Liao Chang 
Michael Charney 
Ilene Chester and 

Frank Tobin
Janis Chevalier 
James Chops 
Gordon Cisar 
Ellen and Dick Clattenburg 
Dorothy Cline 
Bill Cohan 
Harvey Cohen 
Evelyn Cohen 
Linzee Coolidge 
Charles Coughlin 
Christina Cronkite 
Larry and Lois Curry 
Leslie Curtis 
Joleen and Douglas

Daehlin 
Dawn Daro 
Barbara Davey 
James David Ph.D.
Jennifer Davis 
Richard and Nancy Davis 
Kathleen De Beer 
Susan and Conrad De Jong

Fund
Mary De Luna 
Kay Deaux 
Mary Decker 
Deitzler Foundation
Laraine Del Belso 
Sarah Delaney 
Macy DeLong 
Josh Dillon and 

Effie Seiberg
Pat and Dave Diven 
Sara Driver 
Nancy Duke 
Paula Dunn 
David Durham 
Ann Dusenberry and 

Brad Fiedel
Richard Dusenbury 
Robert Edelman 
Daniel and Toby Edelman
Daniel Edelson 

Jon Edwards Esq.
Anne Ehrlich 
Priscilla Elwell and 

Richard Miller
Joel and Arline Epstein 
Betty Evans 
Sheldon Evans 
Diane Faissler 
Julie Falconer 
Susan Farrell 
Richard Fathy 
Tom and Carolyn

Fehsenfeld 
Edith Fein 
Peter and June Felix 
Michael Felsen 
Bob Filipovich 
Emily Filling 
Maturin Finch and 

Carolyn Sedor Finch
Susan Finkel 
Joseph Fish 
David Fitzgerald 
Jeremy Flachs 
Patricia Fletcher 
Peter Folger 
Mary Ford 
Paul Forman 
Au Truong Foundation 
Boston Foundation 
Reba Fournier 
Lynda and Stephen Fox 
Rick Frankfort 
Ivor and Barbara Freeman
Morris Friedell 
Frank Friedman 
Daughters Fund 
Banmila Fund 
Mark Furstenberg 
Gisela Gamper  
Leonora Gatewood 
Marcy Gefter 
Emily and Peter Geier 
Emily Gennari 
David and Ann Germain 
Phoebe Gilchrist 
Dane and Patricia Gillette 
Judy Gimber 
Faye Girsh 
Certain-Fahsl Giving Fund 
Betsy Gladfelter 
Allison Goetz Davis, in

memory of Abe Goetz
Leslie Gold
Michael Gold 
Joan Goldberg 
James and Ashton

Goodfield 
Jeoffry Gordon MD, MPH
Mary Gosselink 
William Greenough III
Brian Gregg 
Harriet Gross 
Robert Grubb 
Christine & Richard Guldi 

Matthew Gurewitsch 
Richard Gurtler 
Lisa Haglund 
Kris Hajny 
Kenneth Hall 
David Halperin 
Roger Harrer 
Steven and Shelley Harris 
Jan and Stan Harris 
Virginia Harris 
Jim Hart 
Beverly Hartline 
Frederick Harvey 
Kenneth Harvey 
Mary Headley 
Julie Heegaard 
Jane Heirich 
Donald Henley 
W. Randolph Herman and

Angeline Barretta
Herman

Steve Herman 
Victoria Herring 
George Heubeck 
Mark Heumann and 

John Millea
Doug and Karen Hillmer
Paul Hirsch 
Wells Hively 
Dallas Hodgson 
David Hogan 
Sidney Hollander 
Hendrika Hoogenbosch 
Eugene Howley 
Mabelle Hueston
Constance Hughes 
Henry S. Hughes 
Suzanne Hutton 
George Idelson 
Kenneth Irwin 
Deborah Jackson
Mark and Lori Jackson
Judy Jacobs 
Lee Jacobs 
Kris Jarantoski 
Karen Jefchak 
Linda and Richard Jenkins 
Sandra Jensen and 

Samuel Broaddus
Joseph Jerkins and

Christina Cundari
Marjory Johnson
Michael Johnson 
Michael and Patricia

Johnson 
Kim Jones 
Ruth and Timothy Jost 
Bruce & Joan Judson 
Jan and Linda Karowsky 
Robert and Janet Kates 
Flora Katsaounis 
Cynthia Kayser 
Anne Kearse 
Ginni Keith 
Jane Kelly 

Pamela Kennel 
Joseph Kesselman 
Philip Kinsler 
Timothy Klein 
Ross Koningstein 
Adam Koranyi 
William Kottke 
Kenneth Koutz 
Lillian Kraemer 
Stanley Krauhs 
Edward Kremer 
William and Debbie Krieg 
Frances Kroeckel 
Judith Kuftin 
Donald Kuna 
A.J. Kuntze and 

Libby Mills
Phyllis Kyner 
Barbara Kyse 
Jon Laible 
William Lamson 
Wendy Landman 
Cason Lane 
Muriel Langworthy 
Peter Lapham 
Donald Lateiner 
Janice Lautier 
Michelle Lee 
Roberta Leonard 
Michael Lester 
Deborah LeVeen 
Harold Levene 
Patricia Levy 
Susanne Lewald 
Andrew Liebman 
Joyce Liverca 
Arthur Lowenstein and

Ann Patton
Karen and Steve Lucas 
Fran Ludwig 
Margaret Lutz 
Hap Lyda 
Hugh McKenna Lynch

Memorial Fund
Craig Machado 
Anita Mackay 
Trish Maharam 
Susan Mann 
John Manning 
Diane Manske  
Calvin Marble 
Tosi Marceline 
Arthur Marks 
David Markun 
James Marshall 
Ryan Marth 
Andrew Martin 
Richard and Susan Master 
Christine Matthews 
Bruce Mattock 
Wirt Maxey 
Sally and Thomas McCoy 
James McCrory 
Denis and Margaret

McGuirk 

Ray McKinley 
Donald and Judy

McMorrow 
H. Michael McQuown 
G. Meleo and S. Foster
Sarah Meredith 
Travis and Karen Meredith 
Gail Merten 
Martha Meyerding 
Judith Miller 
Elizabeth Miller 
Jennifer L. Miller 
Julie Miller 
Steve Miller 
Susan Molchan 
Paul & Helga Morgan 
Stefanie Moritz and 

Vincel Jenkins
John Morris 
Elaine Mroz 
Alan & Linda Murray 
John Nangle 
Jerry Nelson 
John Nelson Jr.
Jenny Netzer 
Catharine and David

Newbury 
Dave Nix 
John Nolan 
Gail and Erik Nordheim 
Robert Nussbaum and

Jennifer Puck
Paul Oakland 
Robert and Suzanne

O'Hatnick 
Constance O'Hearn 
Buck O'Herin and 

Lisa Newcomb
Patty Ortiz 
Mark Overs 
Harold and Melanie Oyster 
Susan Palmer 
Leslie Paoletti 
Anne Pardee and 

Steve Beckendorf
Paul Parise 
Sidney Park 
Georgene Pasarell 
Stewart Paul 
Joel and Eleanor Pelcyger 
Israel Perla 
Daniel Perlman and 

Jane Katims
William Perry 
Matthew Petty 
Combined Jewish

Philanthropies 
Jean Philipson-Zeeb 
John and Julia Ploeg 
Gail Pogach 
Leonard Poletta 
Susan and Peter Porcino 
Charles Pratt 
Eva and Alan Radding 
David Raymond 

Penny Ream 
Judith Redding 
Arnold Reitze Jr.
Henry Rhoads 
Carol Rich 
Ida Katherine Rigby, PhD
John and Sheila Robertson 
Dwight Robinson 
David Rohrer 
Kristen Romine 
Michael Rose 
Ann Rosenbluth 
Joel & Kathy Ross 
David Rossetti and 

Jan Avent
Kay Rouse 
Barbara Rowley 
Donald Royer 
Ann Ruchhoft 
Donald Rucknagel 
Craig Russell and 

Kathy Haranzo
Wiley Rutledge and 

Cheryl Hershey
Carolyn Salter, MD and

Michael Gorby, MD
Laura and Ron Schlatter 
Daniel Schneider 
Bill Schultz 
Garry Schuman 
Adam & Kate Schwartz 
James & Sharon Schwarz 
Thomas Schwarz 
Derrick Scott 
Paul Scott 
Sharyn Scull 
Charles Seaman 
Christian Searcy 
Abby Seemann 
Arline Segal 
Marc Seltzer and Susman

Godfrey, L.L.P.
Judith Shapiro 
E. Ann Sheehan 
Irwin Siegel 
Bonnie Simms 
Gottlieb Simon 
Sam and Susan Simon 
Wendell Skinner 
Mark Sloan 
Rhonda Small 
Alicia Smith 
Justin Smith 
Ann Smith and 

Mike Feuersinger
Bradley Snedecor 
Mark Sobel 
Arthur Southam 
Emily Spieler and 

Dr. Gregory Wagner
Ann and David St.

Germain 
Michael Staebler 
Erik Stapper 
Saul Sternberg 

Paul Stettner  
Jennifer Stevens 
Jerry and Judith Stone 
David Straley 
Paul Stritmatter 
Kathryn Suchy 
Ronald Sugameli 
Thomas Susman 
Tara Sutton and 

Robins Kaplan
Richard Swan 
Diane and Berge Tasian 
Joyce Thibodeaux 
Gloria Thiele 
Lorraine Thomspon 
Georgia Toppe 
Casey Torgerson 
Maureen Trerice 
Marshall Trubow 
John and Nina Turner 
Edwin and Betty Ullman 
Dave and Peg Upmeyer 
Linda Valdes and 

Nicholas Bilardello
Peter Vanderlugt 
Thomas and Patricia

Vernon 
Joyce Victor 
Philippe and Kate Villers 
Norris and Hollis Waalen 
Michael Washburn and

Nancy Carmichael 
Margaret Watkins 
Barbara Wayne 
Patricia Wayne-Galbreath 
Elizabeth Weaver and 

John Schnitker
David Weinraub and 

Meryl Schwartz
Tanya Wendling 
Mary Werner 
James Wessels 
Mariquita West 
Robert Whearley 
Betsy Wice 
Rodney and Karen Wiens 
Peter Wilhelm 
Judith Williams 
Kathryn Williams 
Marsha Williams
Ray Williamson 
Thomas Wilson 
RDW & JRW Charitable

Fund
Philip Winsor 
Karl and Josta Woodrow 
The Woods and Gil Family

Foundation
Max Yaffe 
Elizabeth Yang 
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11th Hour Project
Aber D. Unger Foundation
AIDS Healthcare

Foundation
American Association for

Justice
American Institutes for

Research
Arca Foundation
Arnold Ventures
Atran Foundation
B. Fitz Charitable Fund
Blanchette Hooker

Rockefeller Fund
Broad Reach Foundation

C.S. Fund
Campaign Legal Center
Carbon Advocacy Project
Citizens United Action

Fund
Colombe Peace Foundation
Community Change
The Cynthia and George

Mitchell Foundation
David Rockefeller Fund
Davis/Dauray Family Fund
Democracy Fund Voice
Edna Wardlaw Charitable

Trust

Educational Foundation of
America

Enough is Enough Fund
Environmental Defense

Fund
Fine and Greenwald

Foundation
Foundation for the

Carolinas
Fund for Constitutional

Government
Funder Collaborative on Oil

and Gas
The Granada Fund

Grantee Safety & Security
Fund, a Proteus Fund
Initiative

Groundwork Action
Houston Endowment
The Humanist Fund
Jacob and Terese Hershey

Foundation
Janelia Foundation
Johnson Family Foundation
Long Ridge Action Fund
Luminate Projects Limited
Mattlin Foundation
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
New Venture Fund

Omidyar Network
Open Society Foundations 
The Overbrook Foundation
Park Foundation
The Partnership Project
Perls Foundation
Pilot House Philanthropy
Piper Fund, a Proteus Fund

Initiative
Price Philanthropies

Foundation
The Reis Foundation
Reset Tech Action
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Rockefeller Family Fund

Scarlet Feather Fund
Sequoia Climate Foundation
Silicon Valley Community

Foundation
Southern Poverty Law

Center
Sustainable Markets

Foundation
Threshold Foundation
Tides Foundation
Vanderbilt Family

Foundation
Ventus Charitable

Foundation
Wagner Carlberg Fund

Wallace Global Fund
Western Conservation

Foundation
The WhyNot Initiative
William and Flora Hewlett

Foundation
William C. Bullitt

Foundation
Women’s Earth Alliance
Yavanna Foundation

Our work would not be possible without the generous support from these Foundations:

To become a leadership supporter, please contact Amanda Fleming at (202) 588-7734 or afleming@citizen.org.

Margaret Herzen 
Helen Hilts 
Thomas Hinkle 
Paul Hirsch 
Andrea Hirshman 
Paula Hoffman 
Stephem Hohenwarter 
Melissa Howe 
Timothy Hower 
James Hubbell 
William Hudgins 
Ann Hulen 
Robert Hunt 
William Hunt 
Susanne Huttner 
Francis I Hochstetter 
Jane Illades 
Gina Ironside 
Deborah Jackson 
Peter Jipp 
Barbara A. Jorgenson 
Peter Joseph 
Mary Alice Jost 
Sherman Kalina 
Jean Kaplan 
Flora Katsaounis 
Mandy Katz 
Cynthia Kayser 
Pamela Kennel 
Arthur Kent 
Siri Sevak K. Khalsa 
Dennis Kibler 
Jakyung Kim 
Pamela Kindler 
Karen Kinman 
Timothy Klein 
Sheila Kloefkorn 

Becky Koepnick 
Martin Kohn 
Ross Koningstein 
Harvey Koplo
Liesbet Koromzay 
Heather Korsvik 
James Kowalski 
Judith Kozlowski 
Lynn Krancioch 
Shewin Kroll 
Frances Labaree 
Weir Labatt 
Kenneth Laguna 
Ruth Lambert 
William Lamson 
Amy Lander 
Melissa Lane 
Cason Lane 
Mary Langenberg 
Carolyn Langenkamp 
Muriel Langworthy 
Brian Lantzy 
Robert and Pame Larocca 
Ellen Leeds 
Diana Leross 
Laura Lester 
Sterling Levie 
Judy Lightfoot 
Mary Sue Lindley 
Marsha Livingston 
Philip Livingston 
Robert Loeffler 
Loretta Lomas 
Mauri Long 
Jan Low 
Stephanie Low 
Marcia Lucas 

Barbara Lund 
Giselle Lyons 
Christina MacDougall 
Susan Mackenzie 
Joan Mackie 
Lucinda Manley 
Pamela Mansfield 
Christopher Manz 
Tosi Marceline 
Sam Maruca 
Beverly May 
Carol Mazzetti 
Mark J. McCabe 
Marthe McClive 
Sally McConnell-Ginet  
Thomas McCoy 
Micky McKinley 
David McLaren 
Kathleen McLaughlin 
Marston Meador 
Suzanne Mellor 
Steve Mertens 
Barbara Meyer 
Kathleen Michels 
Mark Miller 
Kristie Miller 
Jennifer L Miller 
Lloyd Miller 
Mark Mitchell 
Kirsten Moreau 
Sara Morton 
Patricia Moses 
Linda Mulka 
Warren Mullison 
Brian Murphy 
Julie Murtagh 
Irfan Murtuza 

Len Nathan 
Constance Nathanson 
Jonah Neuman 
Tricia Nichols 
James Norris 
John Nulsen 
Arlene Obrien 
Constance M O'Hearn 
Carlos Okieffe 
Lloyd Oliver 
Mark Osterstock 
Leslie Paoletti 
Wayne Parsons 
Georgene Pasarell 
Stanley Pasarell 
Pam Pearson 
Jonathan Penner 
Sofia Pent 
Anne Peretz 
Israel Perla 
David Peters 
Jerri Linn Phillips 
Lynn Pieron 
Susan Pimentel 
Joseph Pittle 
Susan Pittman 
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and risks is often misleading, which 
can distort a patient’s understand-
ing of drug safety and effective-
ness. Ads often use specific word 
choices, small font sizes, and other 
visual or auditory distractions to 
downplay or distract from a prod-
uct’s harms and emphasize its ben-
efits. Manipulative and emotional 
appeals that downplay risks are 
inherent in DTC advertising, Public 
Citizen’s petition argues.

Importantly, most Americans 
aren’t trained in statistical analysis 
or biochemistry, and people have 
a tendency to underweight risks in 
these contexts. All this is precisely 
why the government requires a 
doctor to prescribe, and prohibits 
direct sales of prescription drugs to 
consumers.

And, with the advent of 
AI-driven personalized marketing 
and influencer-driven DTC adver-
tising, the possibility of the govern-
ment adequately monitoring DTC 
ads to ensure they at least comply 
with existing rules has effectively 
become impossible.

A large body of evidence — and 
common sense — shows that DTC 
ads interfere with the doctor-
patient relationship. Patients who 
request advertised drugs are much 
more likely to receive a prescription 
than those who do not, even when 
physicians consider those prescrip-
tions potentially clinically inappro-
priate. This pattern also contributes 
to overdiagnosis of disease and 
overprescription of medications.

Of course, the drugs that get 
advertised are not necessarily 
those that work the best, but those 

that manufacturers want to sell 
the most. Evidence indicates that 
DTC advertising disproportion-
ately promotes drugs with lim-
ited clinical benefit. Importantly, 
when newly approved drugs are 
advertised, their long-term effec-
tiveness and safety are usually not 
yet adequately established. DTC 
advertising also contributes to the 
economic burden on the U.S. health 
care system by driving higher drug 
spending, inflating drug prices, and 
shifting state and federal health 
care expenditures toward drugs 
that are frequently advertised to 
consumers.

Any potential benefits DTC 
ads may have, such as leading to 
increased office visits or helping to 
identify undiagnosed or unrelated 
health conditions, are vastly out-
weighed by the many well-docu-

mented harms.
Proponents have long sought to 

defend DTC ads, irrespective of the 
merits, but waving the flag of the 
First Amendment, argued that ban-
ning ads in the U.S. would violate 
the First Amendment. Because DTC 
advertising is commercial advertis-
ing that is fundamentally mislead-
ing, a ban would comply with the 
First Amendment. Even if the ads 
were not inherently misleading, a 
ban is constitutionally permissible 
because it would directly advance 
substantial government interests, 
helping patients make informed, 
evidence-based medical decisions 
and curbing unnecessary health 
care expenditures.

It was a mistake ever to permit 
DTC ads. Now it’s time, finally, to 
join other rich countries and ban 
them. 

  Drugs, from page 9

gave hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to Trump’s 2024 presi-
dential campaign, has previously 
threatened to cut its investments 
in Alaska if the state raises its taxes. 

While this tax fight played out in 
public, Glenfarne has quietly been 
asking Alaska utilities to buy all of 
their gas from the project, starting 

at rates 64% higher than current 
base rates. Public Citizen’s analysis 
shows that the 30-year contracts 
Glenfarne is pitching could leave 
ratepayers paying rates 410% higher 
by their conclusion, assuming costs 
rise in line with the national aver-
age inflation rate. That does not 
include additional utility or deliv-
ery charges, which would further 
raise household energy bills. 

In July, Dunleavy acknowledged 
for the first time that the project’s 
expected cost had risen substan-
tially, saying it could now cost $65 
billion to $70 billion, in line with 
Public Citizen’s estimates for stan-
dard contingencies. That admission 
came as the term-limited governor 
increasingly focused on his next 
job, spending much of the year 
cultivating Trump administration 

officials who could determine the 
project’s future — and potentially 
his own.

The pipeline has emerged as 
a contender for the largest loan 
guarantee in Department of Energy 
history, with up to $30.25 billion 
in federally backed debt. Interior 
Secretary Doug Burgum has also 
raised the possibility of direct fed-
eral equity in the project. 

  Pipeline, from page 11
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Many drugs that come to market have risks 
that outweigh their benefits. Others, found 
to have risks only after they are approved, 
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safe—and which you should avoid—with 
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Pills, Best Pills News.
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for the $12 price, complete and mail in the 
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
The following are highlights from our recent media coverage.

Robert Weissman, co-president of 
Public Citizen
On Big Oil’s capture of the U.S. govern-
ment: Inside Climate News. On the deep 
corruption that pervades Washington 
and undermines good policy-making 
and enforcement: Truthdig. On the 
unconstitutional nearly $1.8 billion 
slush fund: Common Dreams. On the 
waste-and-fraud-ridden Pentagon: 
Common Dreams. 

Lisa Gilbert, co-president of Public 
Citizen
On the number of ultra-rich people 
in Trump's second White House: 
Associated Press. On a luncheon gala 
in Mar-a-Lago in Florida: The Atlantic. 
On Trump firing Democrats on 
Election Commission: Bloomberg. On 
Trump's ballroom project: Bloomberg 
Government. On the U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) being run as a personal 
law firm for Donald Trump: Axios. On 
evidence that Alibaba knowingly let 
dangerous drugs be sold to U.S. con-
sumers: CBS News. 

Public Citizen Litigation Group
On Trump’s proposed arch in 
Washington, D.C.: Associated Press. On 
rising bids to block the DOJ from ignor-
ing rulings: Bloomberg. On Job Corps 
centers staying open as part of a settle-
ment: Spectrum News 9, KSL.

Tyson Slocum, director of Public 
Citizen’s Energy Program
On calls for a power company to be 
investigated: The New York Times. On a 
super PAC supporting the son-in-law of 
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy: 
Politico. On oil industry rallies aiming 
to keep Trump from stopping exports: 
Politico. On the coal industry: Canary 
Media. On the surge in gas prices in 
the D.C. area: Fox 5. On the DOE’s new 
power export rule: Utility Dive. On data 
centers being pitched as a way to cut 
electric costs: Straight Arrow News.

Adrian Shelley, director of Public 
Citizen’s Texas Office
On data centers in Texas: The Texas 
Tribune, San Antonio Current. On a law-
suit over West Side San Antonio data 
centers: Texas Public Radio.

Melinda St. Louis, director of Public 
Citizen’s Global Trade Watch
On the government's minerals deals: 
Mother Jones. On nations pushing back 
on forced labor findings: Politico. On 

the House of Representative’s trade 
to-do list: Politico.

Craig Holman, government affairs 
lobbyist with Public Citizen’s 
Congress Watch division
On RFK Jr. breaking the law in calls 
urging Libertarians to quit Iowa races: 
Associated Press. On Trump’s Freedom 
250 fair sponsors not disclosing 
their donations: The New Republic, 
Notus. On Trump selling fast access 
to his social media posts: Associated 
Press. On the redacted SEC conflict of 
interest waiver: Notus, Politico. On a 
request by Public Citizen to launch a 
Hatch Act investigation into a speech 
that Todd Blanche gave: Government 
Executive. On SpaceX as House mem-
bers’ hot new stock pick: Notus. On 
the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool: 
The Independent. On the Florida con-
gressional campaign running through 
a crypto wallet: Tampa Bay Times, 
Miami Herald. On a proposed federal 
bill requiring influencers to disclose 
paid political ads: The Sacramento Bee.

J.B. Branch, Big Tech accountability 
advocate
On Meta's new AI image generator: 
NBC Los Angeles, Axios. On the AI public 
relations blitz: The Chicago Tribune. On 
tech giants launching open AI safety 
plan: NBC Bay Area. On AI's grow-
ing role in rulemaking: Government 
Executive.

Rick Claypool, research director for 
Public Citizen
On crypto’s campaign spending poten-
tial: The Intercept. On the sports betting 
industry spending on U.S. midterm 
elections: Reuters. On crypto, AI and 
betting firms fueling record spending 
on the 2026 midterms: Reuters.
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SINGLE LIFE 
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SINGLE LIFE 
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TWO LIVES 
ANNUITY RATE

TWO LIVES ANNUAL 
PAYMENT

65 years 5.7% $570 5.0% $500
70 6.3% $630 5.5% $550
75 7.0% $700 6.2% $620
80 8.1% $810 6.9% $690
85 9.1% $910 8.1% $810
90 and over 10.1+% $1,010 9.8+% $980

IN THE NEXT ISSUE...
Public Citizen reports on State 
Insurance Commissioners and the 
fight for homeowners insurance data 
transparency.

250th Anniversary Celebrations 
Corrupted by Corporate Influence, Grift
BY ALAN ZIBEL

Only Donald Trump could turn 
the nation’s 250th anniver-

sary celebrations into a shameful 
scandal.

Over the summer, Public 
Citizen has been aggressively 
watchdogging the Trump admin-
istration’s opportunistic seizing of 
the anniversary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence 
to court corporate influence and 
feed his own ego. 

“The 250th anniversary of 
the country should be a moment 
to reflect on the values of the 
nation and learn about our 
shared history,” said Public 
Citizen Co-president Lisa Gilbert. 
“Instead, the Trump administra-
tion has replaced American values 
with grift, self-dealing, and lioniz-
ing the president himself.”

First, there was “Rededicate 
250,” a Christian prayer event on 
the National Mall attended almost 
exclusively by Christian faith lead-
ers, where speakers stood before 
a massive cross. One speaker 
asserted, “If being a Christian 
nationalist means loving Jesus 
Christ and loving America, count 
me in!” 

Then there was the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship cage match 
on the White House lawn, followed 
by the Great American State Fair, a 
widely derided, sparsely attended 
gathering on the Mall where states 
promoted their tourism, and tour-
ists sweated in the summer heat.

Then Trump commandeered 
and politicized the annual Fourth 
of July fireworks, claiming in a 
late-night speech that he “wasn’t 
treated that well” by the legal 

system and warning of the sup-
posed danger of communism. 
This exhausting series of events 
finally concluded with an Aug. 23 
IndyCar race through the streets of 
Washington, D.C.

Public Citizen and allies have 
dug deep into the administra-
tion’s abuse of taxpayer funds to 
stage these events, as well as into 
the corporations seeking to curry 
favor with Trump. Freedom 250 
received financial support from a 
host of large corporations, includ-
ing ExxonMobil, Chevron, Oracle, 
and others. Some corporations dis-
closed their donations to Freedom 
250, including Chevron ($5 mil-
lion), United Airlines ($2.5 million), 
and defense contractor RTX Corp. 
($1.5 million).

How did this mess come about? 
After an unsuccessful attempt to 
take over the bipartisan, congres-
sionally authorized America 250 
nonprofit, the Trump administra-
tion bypassed the entity and cre-
ated a new, opaque organization 
known as Freedom 250.

The existence of dueling orga-
nizing bodies — Freedom 250 and 
America 250 — led to a feverish 
competition for private donations 
and corporate sponsors. The Wall 
Street Journal reported that the 
competition between the two 
highly similar organizations “con-
fused corporate executives, many 

of whom were unaware of the par-
allel organization raising money 
for Trump’s own celebration.”

Top Trump officials — including 
Interior Secretary Doug Burgum, 
Trump’s former campaign man-
ager Chris LaCivita, and Meredith 
O’Rourke, Trump’s former presi-
dential campaign finance director 
— have been closely involved in 
the 250th anniversary festivities. 
The Wall Street Journal reported 
that Trump has been personally 
involved in the fundraising opera-
tion, regularly asking O’Rourke 
which companies and individual 
donors have made contributions 
and pushing for larger donations.

In a report titled “MAGA 250,” 
Public Citizen and the Revolving 
Door Project documented more 
than $100 million in taxpayer-
funded contracts and grants 
directed to the Freedom 250 net-
work and other politically con-
nected entities. The report found 
that of the $126 million in grants 
awarded to celebrate the 250th 
anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, over 
80% went to build out a politicized 
series of events at the public’s 
expense. 

If Democrats take control of 
the House of Representatives next 
year, lawmakers are likely to scru-
tinize these events.

Over the summer, Democrats 

on the House Natural Resources 
Committee issued a report with 
potentially explosive findings. 
Their report alleged that donors 
seeking to support the original, 
bipartisan America 250 celebra-
tion were instead steered to the 
Trump-backed Freedom 250 initia-
tive through misleading fundrais-
ing tactics — a potential violation 
of the law. The report also found 
extensive involvement by former 
Trump campaign operatives in 
organizing the 250th-anniversary 
celebrations.

“It should surprise no one that 
Donald Trump has turned the 
nation’s 250th anniversary into a 
scam on America,” Public Citizen 
Co-president Robert Weissman 
said. “Now come allegations that 
private donors who intended to 
support America 250 were tricked 
into contributing instead to the 
partisan Freedom 250. Americans 
deserve a thorough investigation 
of whether this alleged deceit rises 
to the level of unlawful or criminal 
wrongdoing.” 

“It should surprise no one that Donald Trump has turned the nation’s 250th 
anniversary into a scam on America.”

— Public Citizen Co-president Robert Weissman



