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To the members of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources & Economic Development.

Via hand delivery.

March 18, 2021

Re: SB 367 by Miles – Supporting testimony by Public Citizen

Dear Chairman Birdwell and members of the committee:

Public Citizen appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of SB 367 by Sen. Miles, relating to the response to certain oil or gas well accidents by state agencies and responsible parties.

I testified in support of this bill as SB 185 (86R) in front on this committee last session. The bill as substituted passed this committee unanimously and was passed by the Senate 27-4.

In Senator Miles’ district, a well owned by IWR Operating, LLC experienced a blowout on December 6, 2017.
 Residents in the Missouri City area were asked to remain inside for up to four days while the foul, rotting egg aroma of sulfur penetrated into their homes. Ultimately 5,700 barrels of oil were recovered and 1,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil was removed. IWR received another permit for drilling from the Railroad Commission while it was under investigation by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for the blowout.
SB 367 would provide notice to the Railroad Commission of well blowouts such as these. In a county with a population of more than 750,000, a permit application for a new well must disclosure if the operator experienced a well blowout at an adjacent location.
Public Citizen supports disclosure and accountability measures to ensure public safety and health. We believe SB 367 is a practical measure that will provide useful information to the Railroad Commission about permit applicants’ past performance.

Public Citizen supports SB 367 because it would provide disclosure of well blowouts.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. If you would like to discuss our position further, I can be reached at ashelley@citizen.org, 512-477-1155.

Respectfully,

Adrian Shelley, Texas Office Director, Public Citizen

CC: Sen. Judith Zaffirini, Sen. Carol Alvarado, Sen. Kelly Hancock, Sen. Juan Hinojosa, Sen. Bryan Hughes, Sen. Lois W. Kolkhorst, Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr., Sen. Kel Seliger.
� See, e.g., � HYPERLINK "https://www.click2houston.com/news/oil-well-blowout-causes-foul-smell-for-missouri-city-residents" �https://www.click2houston.com/news/oil-well-blowout-causes-foul-smell-for-missouri-city-residents�; � HYPERLINK "https://www.click2houston.com/news/officials-provide-update-on-missouri-city-oil-well-blowout-that-has-caused-foul-odors-in-the-area" �https://www.click2houston.com/news/officials-provide-update-on-missouri-city-oil-well-blowout-that-has-caused-foul-odors-in-the-area�.
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