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CITIZEN

February 25, 2026

Dear Senator:

RE: Oppose the Nomination of Stevan Pearce to Serve as Director of the Bureau of Land
Management

On behalf of Public Citizen and our more than one million members and supporters nationwide, we urge
you to reject the nomination of Stevan Pearce to serve as Director of the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM). Pearce is unfit to lead this agency due to an inadequate ethics plan that leaves many of his core
financial interests intact, creating opportunities for conflicts of interest.

Pearce has a decades-long record of advocating for the sale or stripping of protections from America's
public lands.' In 2012, Pearce pledged to “reverse this trend of public ownership of lands” in western
states - a statement that should be disqualifying for someone who seeks to be a steward of the 245 million
acres of public land managed by the Bureau of Land Management under its mandate to allow multiple
uses of public lands.

Pearce has long displayed a distaste for democratic governance and proper ethics oversight. As chairman
of the New Mexico Republican Party, Pearce questioned the validity of the 2020 election results, in which
Joe Biden won the statewide popular vote by 11 points.” Pearce helped orchestrate’ the nomination of a
slate of five electors who falsely claimed that Trump had won the 2020 election in New Mexico.* Pearce
also has sought to defund the Office of Congressional Ethics® and pushed a change to House rules that
appeared intended to bog down ethics investigations.®
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Pearce’s business entanglements and apparent distaste for ethical norms raise questions about whether his
recusals and ethics agreement are sufficient. Pearce has long derived significant income from New
Mexico’s oil and gas industry. According to Pearce’s public financial disclosure report certified by the
Office of Government Ethics in December 20257, Pearce was president of Trinity Industries Inc., an
oilfield services company, and held numerous other investments in oil drilling equipment in New Mexico®
as well as royalty interests for more than 1,100 oil wells in Oklahoma, an interest in farmland in New
Mexico, as well as a promissory note of $1 million to $5 million from Lea County Bancshares, a bank that
lends to the oil and gas industry.’

Pearce and his wife have agreed to sell off oil and gas royalty interests and stock and bond investments.
But under Pearce’s ethics agreement, the oilfield service firm Trinity Industries would remain under the
control of his wife, Cynthia Pearce, and could be free to rent oilfield equipment to companies drilling on
the very federal land that Pearce is poised to oversee in his role at BLM. This same issue surfaced during
Pearce’s unsuccessful 2018 campaign for governor of New Mexico, when his campaign declined to
identify which energy firms rented equipment from Pearce’s company.'® Under the current agreement,
Cynthia Pearce would be charged with running Trinity Industries. But her husband has expressed a dim
view of spousal independence, writing in a 2014 memoir that “The wife is to voluntarily submit, just as
the husband is to lovingly lead and sacrifice.""!

Over his political career, Steve Pearce has made it clear that his allegiance is to the fossil fuel industry,
rather than to the public interest. Pearce has pushed to eliminate BLM methane restrictions for oil and gas
drillers'?, claiming that they are too costly for oil and gas companies, introduced amendments to block
implementation of BLM methane standards, and sought to block the federal government from increasing
oil and gas royalty rates that had not been revised since the 1920s."* He has downplayed climate change
and embraced the extremist “constitutional sheriff” movement, a fringe ideology that argues that county
officials have the power to dictate what can be done on federal lands within their borders.'* Pearce even
introduced legislation to prevent the creation of national monuments in New Mexico.
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Public Citizen urges Senate lawmakers to vote against the confirmation of Stevan Pearce as Director of
the Bureau of Land Management. America's public lands must not be for sale, and the Senate should not
confirm a conflicted nominee who has spent his career arguing otherwise.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Weissman
Co-President, Public Citizen

cc: Members of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee



