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The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Nikki Budzinski

Co-Chair, Gas and Utilities Working Group
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mike Levin

Co-Chair, Gas and Utilities Working Group
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Leader Jeffries and Representatives Budzinski and Levin;

Public Citizen' thanks you for your leadership in convening the Democratic Caucus to identify
and prioritize what matters most to Americans right now: the cost of living and affordability
crisis. The Trump administration has failed to curb the costs of working families and taken
actions that increase day-to-day spending.

We believe that addressing the affordability crisis can and should align with finding solutions for
the climate crisis, providing a reliable and resilient clean energy future for everyone. It is more
critical than ever to emphasize the climate crisis in the affordability narrative® and reject calls to
silence or quiet® criticism of the ongoing climate catastrophe. Climate is already increasing daily
costs in the form of rising insurance premiums, food prices,* health impacts from
summer-ruining heat waves,’ and economic disruptions from record-breaking droughts,
historically destructive storms, and dystopian wildfires.

Not only do 74 percent of Americans want Congress to take action on climate,’ they
overwhelmingly® trust Democrats more than Republicans to address the issue. Because
Democratic plans to expand clean energy, hold Big Oil accountable and meaningfully address
America’s energy affordability crisis will deliver real cost relief, articulating this connection’ is a
way for Democrats to gain trust on the cost of living issue. For example, the Yale Program on
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Climate Change Communication (YPCCC) recently released' its annual 2026 “Climate Change
in the American Mind” report, which found that the majority of registered voters think global
warming is causing the price they pay for goods and services to increase, with 66 percent saying
this is true of their home utility bills, 61 percent for groceries, and 51 percent for home
insurance. Similarly, comparing the climate policy solutions of Democrats against the Big Oil
harms caused by the Trump administration'' reinforces Democratic policies that help, rather than
hinder, American livelihoods.

In response to the feedback the leaders of the gas and utility working group requested, below are
the top priorities Public Citizen believes the working group and Democratic leadership should
consider as you build out an affordability agenda for the Caucus:

1. Address rising energy, gas, and insurance bills as a result of Trump’s attacks on climate
policies.

e Reverse and strengthen clean energy tax credits while also repealing expanded and
decades-old fossil fuel subsidies that warp the true market costs for oil, gas, and coal.
Additionally, establish an oil and natural gas windfall profits tax'* until the massive
profits by oil and gas' have leveled off with the increased gas and energy costs. The
revenue generated from these profits could be used to finance household utility rate
reductions and clean energy or energy efficiency grants;

e Reinforce through tax credits, rebates, and state-funded programs that electric vehicle,
electric transit, and micro-mobility policies are reliable, reduce consumer bills, and
provide consumer choice for alternative transportation options. The Trump administration
has scapegoated these policies and lied about them increasing consumer costs. In reality,
millions of Americans are looking for cheaper, more reliable options that avoid the
volatile price of gasoline;

e Investigate energy price gouging and illegal anti-competitive behavior'® by oil and gas
companies and utilities, and take steps to enforce and hold companies accountable for
profiteering. This could be done by reforming natural gas markets,'> ensuring that
Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) exports do not raise utility bills for working Americans,'
subjecting oil exports to short supply regulations under the Department of Commerce, "’
directing the Commodity Futures Trading Commission to impose stronger margin
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requirements that reduce excessive speculation in energy markets,'® and requiring
investigations by the Federal Trade Commission under 15 U.S.C. 46(a) and (b) for
potential anti-competitive practices that result in higher prices for American families;

e C(Create strong guardrails for rapidly expanding data centers, especially those relying on
fossil energy. Public Citizen has published state and federal solutions' to address the data
center build out and is developing federal principles to outline needed policies for
legislation that would address both effective Al governance and guardrails for data center
development;

e Ban or temporarily prohibit utility shutoffs due to nonpayment. No individual or family
should fear utility shutoff during increasingly more frequent and extreme weather, or be
forced to choose between paying for a bill or a prescription. Additional policies to
provide immediate and temporary relief for low- and moderate- income households’
energy bills should be considered, including requiring the Energy Information
Administration or the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to collect and
report data on a utility-specific basis of the number of households 60 days or more behind
payment, and the number of disconnections;

e Lower utilities’ rate of return. This can be done through FERC initiating immediate 206
proceedings to review electric transmission cost of capital and reduce transmission
owners’ return on equity. Limit utilities’ ability to recover trade association dues and
lobbying expenses from ratepayers.”” Additionally, reform wholesale power markets?'
subject market-based rate sellers to annual audits and refunds of unjust and unreasonable
profit margins. If working families are forced to budget and limit expenses because of
high energy bills, investors should too;

e Fund FERC intervenors to boost public participation. Authorizing the FERC Office of
Public Participation to provide intervenor funding for qualifying public interest
participants can help underrepresented individuals with limited resources navigate and
take part in FERC proceedings.”> We appreciate this policy being included in
Congressman Levin’s Energy Bills Relief Act, and request that you continue to prioritize
this issue;? and,

e Curb skyrocketing insurance rates* by protecting insurance consumers, reforming federal
disaster response, and restoring and expanding crucial climate and catastrophe data.”
Climate and weather disasters cost the U.S. $115 billion*® in 2025. Proactive investments
in community and property-level resilience can lower premiums by reducing losses.
Investments in public climate and catastrophe data and modeling can help communities
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prepare.”” Though insurance is primarily regulated at the state level, there is a growing
need for congressional intervention, including establishing a minimum loss ratio for
property insurers,*® prohibiting the use of credit-based scoring® in insurer underwriting
and pricing decisions, and requiring insurers to invest in climate resilience.*® Public
Citizen supports many of the solutions to address insurance premiums in Senator Smith’s
report,’' such as funding for extreme weather-related and climate data programs and
funding for new climate-resilient housing programs.

2. Highlight the corruption of Big Oil and the Trump administration.

e Oversight will be critical to hold the Trump administration and its oil and gas donors
accountable. This administration’s corrupt actions have favored oil and gas companies
over lessening the burden of everyday Americans. Public Citizen has built out a living
oversight agenda document for the new Congress, including key steps for oversight of the
Trump administration. Some of those topics include: Trump’s weakening of the EPA,
repeal of the endangerment finding, attacks on clean energy, One Big Beautiful Bill
accountability, and more;

e The Trump administration is staffed top-to-bottom®* with climate deniers and oil and gas
executives, making the corruption of the United States’ fossil fuel addiction explicit for
all to see. Congress should consider impeachment and removal of Trump officials for key
political positions, and replacement with officials that will commit to transparent,
democratic governance; and,

e Reinforce the independent nature of agencies to prevent future administrations from
removing independent positions meant to hold the executive branch accountable and
from politicizing independent agencies.

Thank you for considering these ideas and policy considerations when moving forward on the
Democratic affordability agenda. Additionally, for more policy ideas on these subjects, see
Public Citizen’s Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition Institute’s response’ to the
Thriving Economy Project RFI. If you would like to meet and discuss these ideas further or have
questions, please reach out to Meghan Pazik, senior policy advocate with Public Citizen’s

Climate Program (mpazik(@citizen.org).

Sincerely,

Public Citizen’s Climate and Energy Program
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