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SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL June 2, 2026

U.S. Senator John Cornyn State Representative Ana Hernandez
U.S. Senator Ted Cruz State Representative Penny Morales
Congressmember Sylvia Garcia Shaw

Congressmember Dan Crenshaw Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo
State Senator Carol Alvarado Harris County Commissioners

State Senator Borris Miles City of Houston Mayor John Whitmire
State Senator Molly Cook City of Houston Councilmembers
State Representative Mary Ann Perez City of Galena Park Mayor Oscar
State Representative Christina Morales Mireles

State Representative Harold Dutton

Re: HPCC Letter on Dredge Material Placement Areas (DMPAs) for Project 11,
Segment 5 & 6

Dear Local Elected Officials,

On December 16, 2025, the Healthy Port Communities Coalition (HPCC) sent a letter and
hosted a joint HPCC-City of Houston (COH)-Harris County meeting on April 8, 2026. This
letter and meeting were concerning the Houston Ship Channel Expansion, known as
Project 11, Segments 5 & 6 and the future of the related DMPA sites at Sims Bayou and
Turning Basin.

Though Project 11, Segments 5 & 6 remain several years away from final design and
construction by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Galveston District (USACE-SWG), at
Port Houston we are committed to being transparent and factual regarding the status of
these USACE-led Project 11 segments.

The Port Houston team met on Monday, June 1, 2026 with members of HPCC and
discussed these topics:

e Following the USACE-led design process, USACE-SWG has made the decision
to beneficially dredge and place the new work material (material that has never
been dredged) offshore at the USEPA-approved ODMDS (Ocean Dredged
Material Disposal Site).

o The ODMDS site is located in the Gulf, approximately two nautical miles
outside the Galveston Entrance Channel.

e The USACE reviewed the volume of dredged material in Project 11, Segments 5
& 6, and they are unable to economically prepare and place the material in
Glendale and Filterbed dredged material placement areas.

o Per Federal standards, taking the material to the ODMDS presents the
least cost, environmentally acceptable solution.
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e ltis important to note that while the USACE decision for Project 11, Segments 5 &
6 is to use the ODMDS, most dredged material is placed in placement areas near
the dredge location.

o The requirements and best options for each dredging project vary and will
rely on the federal standard to use the least cost, environmentally
acceptable solution.

o The use of all placement areas abides by all applicable laws and
regulations and is coordinated by the applicable federal and state
agencies.

e This USACE decision is unrelated to any perceived stormwater risk.

o Stormwater impacts in the Pleasantville area are due to outdated
infrastructure and changes in drainage that were implemented from the
Loop 610 construction, both completed well after Glendale was
established as a placement area.

o Port Houston continues to work with the City of Houston to support
potential drainage improvements for the Pleasantville community.

o Current plans are to provide the City of Houston with a connection point to
move stormwater from Pleasantville. When and whether this connection
point is used is to be determined by the City of Houston.

In light of this decision, Port Houston sent a letter to USACE (attached) stating that, after
the determination to place material offshore is confirmed through the remaining design and
procurement milestones, Port Houston would like to work with the USACE to retire the
Glendale and Filterbed federal dredged material sites and terminate the current USACE
easements. Once that process is complete, Port Houston plans to evaluate the property to
determine the best future uses for the sites and then support the transition to those uses.

The Houston Ship Channel is the nation’s number one waterway, supporting millions of
jobs and nearly a trillion dollars in economic value nationwide. It is imperative that this vital
waterway is both maintained and expanded to meet future needs. As the major advocate
of the Channel, the team at Port Houston will continue to work closely with USACE to
support our Channel. We appreciate your support and welcome an in-person meeting in
the future if you have any follow-up questions.

Sincerely,

Kerrick Henny %

Chief External Affairs Officer
Port Houston

Attachment: Letter “HSC ECIP Project 11, Segments 5/6 Sims Bayou to Turning Basin”
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May 29, 2026

Col. David W. Dake

Commander and District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Galveston District (SWG)
2000 Fort Point Rd

Galveston, TX 77550

RE: HSC ECIP Project 11, Segments 5/6 Sims Bayou to Turning Basin
Col. Dake:

Port Houston understands that at this stage of design of Segments 5/6 of Project 11, the Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) has determined that the least cost, environmentally acceptable
option for the dredged material from construction and advanced maintenance is to beneficially
place the material offshore at the USEPA-approved Ocean Dredged Material Disposal Site
(ODMDS), located in the Gulf of Mexico, approximately two (2) nautical miles outside the
Galveston Entrance Channel. Port Houston understands that the USACE will review and validate
that determination during the remaining design milestones and construction procurement.

Port Houston appreciates the USACE leadership and partnership in safely and efficiently
maintaining the Houston Ship Channel system in accordance with the federal standards for cost
effectiveness, environmental protection, and beneficial use goals.

If the determination to place material offshore is confirmed through the remaining design and
procurement milestones, Port Houston would like to work with the USACE to retire the Glendale
and Filterbed federal dredged material sites and terminate the current USACE easements. Once
that process is complete, Port Houston plans to evaluate the property to determine the best future
use for the sites and then support the transition to those uses.

Thank you for your leadership and partnership in advancing Project 11, launching the Project 12
planning process, and maintaining the Houston Ship Channel as the vital economic engine for
the region and the nation.

Sincerely,

Lori Brownell, P.E., BC.NE, F.ASCE
Chief Channel Infrastructure Officer

Cc: Byron Williams, USACE-SWG
Liz Fiocchi, USACE-SWG
Charlie Jenkins, Port Houston
Eric Casey, Port Houston
Leia Wilson, Port Houston
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