








Researchers at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and else-
where have shown that:

e Medicare-for-All would save money by reducing administrative
costs by $500 billion per year (U.S. health care spending totals
about $3.5 trillion per year) and allowing the government to nego-
tiate for more affordable medicines;

e Medicare-for-All would cost patients less than employer-spon-
sored insurance and improve access to community-based ser-
vices, including home health care;

e Under Medicare-for-All, there would not be increased wait times,
in part because improved financial incentives for providers would
mean better prioritization of care, leading to improved access and
areduction of unnecessary costs.

Industry groups aren’t just on the wrong side of the facts; they also

are on the wrong side of public opinion.

A Kaiser Family Foundation tracking poll has found a consistent
increase in support for a single-payer government health care system
over the past 20 years.

Additionally, a January 2019 Harvard/Politico poll found that 68 per-

Graphic courtesy of Isabelle Cardinal.

cent of all voters, including 70 percent of Independents, said provid-
ing health insurance coverage for everyone through a taxpayer-funded
national plan is an extremely important priority.

Public Citizen is investing more resources to ramp up a massive grass-
roots campaign to build the people power needed to overcome the cor-
porate opposition and eventually win Medicare-for-All.

On Feb. 14, thousands of Public Citizen members participated in a
virtual townhall meeting with Jayapal and Weissman to learn about the
details of the Medicare-for-All bill and the next steps in the campaign.

Hundreds of Public Citizen's members committed to urge their mem-
bers of Congress to sign on as co-sponsors to the Medicare-for-All leg-
islation and to educate their communities and local elected officials to
build a lasting movement to move Medicare-for-All over the finish line.

“The people power on this issue continues to intensify as Americans
feel the pain of a health care system that is focused more on profit than
it is on providing health care,” said Melinda St. Louis, Public Citizen’s
Medicare-for-All campaign director. “The American people won’t stop
pushing for significant change. The question is not if we will win — it
iswhen.” H
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OSHA Must Enforce Its Electronic Recordkeeping Rule

TAKING TRUMP

TO COURT

BY DAVID ROSEN

he federal government broke

the law by refusing to collect
worker health and safety data and
by hastily rescinding the require-
ment that it do so, two Public
Citizen lawsuits maintain. The
complaints — filed against the U.S.
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) — are
aimed at ensuring that the data
will be collected.

OSHA’s electronic record-
keeping rule, as issued in May
2016, requires certain businesses
with 250 or more employees and
employers in high-risk industries
with 20 or more employees to elec-
tronically submit an annual sum-
mary of work-related injuries and
illnesses. Under that rule, such
establishments also were required
to submit more detailed work-
place injury and illness records
to OSHA. The rule also included
anti-retaliation measures prohib-
iting employers from discouraging
workers from reporting an injury
or illness.

The data employers were
required to submit under the 2016
ruleis crucial to protecting worker
health and safety and to facilitat-
ing independent research into
workplace hazards. But the Trump
administration has attempted to
thwart the electronic reporting
rule at every turn.

Shortly before the July 2018
deadline for collecting the data,
OSHA announced that it would
not require, or even accept, the
submission of the forms used to
transmit the detailed workplace
injury and illness records from
employers to OSHA. Instead of
following notice-and-comment

rulemaking procedures required
by the Administrative Procedure
Act for altering regulatory require-
ments, OSHA simply announced
the suspension on its website.

OSHA’s suspension of the rule
prompted Public Citizen’s first
lawsuit, filed in July 2018. The
lawsuit was filed on behalf of
Public Citizen’s Health Research
Group, the American Public
Health Association and the
Council of State and Territorial
Epidemiologists. Then, in January
2019, the Trump administration
finalized a new rule rolling back
the requirement that employers
submit the detailed information
required by the 2016 rule.

In doing so, OSHA failed to
provide a reasoned explanation
for reversing its position on the
risks and benefits of requiring
establishments to electronically
submit the forms. Public Citizen
filed the second lawsuit, challeng-
ing the rollback, on the day that

OSHA announced it.

“When it issued the electronic
reporting rule after an exhaus-
tive process, OSHA concluded
that requiring the submission of
workplace injury and illness data
would greatly enhance worker
health and safety,” said Michael
Kirkpatrick, the Public Citizen
attorney handling the case. “Now,
OSHA has rushed through a new
rule drawing exactly the opposite
conclusion but has failed to pro-
vide any good reason for reversing
itself.”

Public Citizen argues that
OSHA’s rollback was not a prod-
uct of reasoned decision-making,
lacked supportive evidence, failed
to adequately respond to public
comments opposing it and will
undermine worker health and
safety. The suits asks the court
to ensure that OSHA require and
accept electronic recordkeep-
ing rule submissions of the more
detailed injury and illness data as

Graphic courtesy of John Tomac.

required by the 2016 rule.

A final ruling on the first law-
suitis expected this spring. Public
Citizen hopes that the court will
agree that OSHA acted improperly
by refusing to accept the required
worker health and safety data last
July and that it will order OSHA
to collect the data that the agency
previously turned away. A deci-
sion on the legality of the 2019
rule rolling back the reporting
requirement is unlikely to come
soon, as that litigation is in the
early stages.

“Injury and illness reporting
is critical to holding employers
accountable for hazardous work-
places,” said Shanna Devine,
Public Citizen’s worker health and
safety advocate. “OSHA’s rever-
sal of these basic transparency
requirements sends a clear mes-
sage to America’s workforce that
the Trump administration places
industry interests before worker
safety.” H
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"Self-Funded’ Trump Propped Up by Super PAC Megadonors

BY ALAN ZIBEL

As a candidate, Donald Trump
claimed to fund his presi-
dential campaign from his own
pocket and avoid big money
donors. As president, he is doing
the opposite.

Trump’s advisers have put
together a sprawling political
operation that continually col-
lects money from the wealthi-
est Americans, many of whom
have interests before the Trump
administration.

A Public Citizen analysis of the
largest contributors to Trump’s
political operation found that six
groups funded by ultrawealthy
donors concentrated in the gam-
bling, finance, real estate and
energy sectors raised more than
$54 million to support Trump and
his agenda from his inauguration
through mid-October 2018.

These six groups, including
America First Action and Trump
Victory, are fueled with contribu-
tions from corporate CEOs, retired
executives and other wealthy peo-
ple, as well as from dark money
groups that do not disclose their
donors.

Public Citizen’s deep dive into
Federal Election Commission

data found that since the start of
2017, the six pro-Trump groups
had raised $54.4 million from 136
megacontributors who donated
at least $100,000 each, with an
average contribution of nearly
$400,000.

The analysis excludes Trump’s
official campaign committee,
which is subject to the federal
$2,700 cap on individual dona-
tions. This money was used to
promote Trump’s agenda, support
Republican candidates and attack
their opponents during the 2018
midterms. These groups are now
mobilizing to support Trump’s
2020 reelection campaign.

The six groups raised more
than $150 million from all
donors, including smaller ones,
to aid Trump and Republicans
as of late 2018 according to the
Center for Responsive Politics.
The groups are on track to far
exceed what major donors spent
toreelect President Barack Obama
in 2012. That year, Priorities USA
Action, the super PAC endorsed
by Obama, raised $79.1 million.
Of that money, $73 million came
from 125 donors contributing at
least $100,000 each.

Public Citizen’s report got

under the skin of the pro-Trump
super PAC America First Action. A
spokeswoman dismissed it, telling
the Washington Post that Public
Citizen is “a radical left-wing anti-
Trump group.”

In response, Public Citizen
President Robert Weissman said,
“Trump’s super PAC is mad that
we exposed the core lie of his pres-
idency: Not only is he not taking
on the rigged political and eco-

nomic system, but he is abusing
and corrupting it in ways never
seen before in America.”

Public Citizen has long champi-
oned a constitutional amendment
to overturn the disastrous U.S.
Supreme Court’s Citizens United
decision as well as supported pub-
lic financing of campaigns to end
the massive influx of corporate
and special interest money into

our elections. ®

lllustration courtesy of Bob Savidge.

FDA Issues Warning on

BY GRIET VAN ACKER

n a striking clinical trial result,

the widely used gout medica-
tion febuxostat has been linked
to serious health risks but has no
distinctive benefits to its users. Its
removal from the market by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) should therefore be a top
priority, argues Public Citizen.

Public Citizen petitioned the
FDA in June 2018 to ban the
medication, stating that there is
“overwhelming evidence that
the serious cardiovascular harms
of febuxostat outweigh any pur-
ported clinical benefit.”

In January, the organization
testified about the drug’s dangers
before a joint meeting of the FDA’s
Arthritis Advisory Committee and
Drug Safety and Risk Management
Advisory Committee. The advi-
sory committees met to con-
sider a request from Takeda
Pharmaceuticals America, maker
of the brand name febuxostat
product Uloric, to approve an
update of the medication’s label-
ing to include the trial’s results.

Febuxostat entered the market

in 2009 by the skin of its teeth;
initial clinical trials testing the
medication prior to FDA approval
linked it to possible increased
risks of serious adverse cardio-
vascular outcomes, including
heart attack, stroke and death.
The FDA rejected the medication
twice over these safety concerns
before approving it in 2009 on the
condition that the manufacturer
conduct a large, post-market ran-
domized clinical trial to further
evaluate the cardiovascular risks.

In the trial, which ran from
April 2010 through May 2017,
more than 6,000 gout patients
were randomly assigned to once-
daily doses of either febuxostat or
allopurinol, amuch older first-line
treatment for gout.

The results: The use of febux-
ostat increased the risk of death
from cardiovascular causes com-
pared with allopurinol. In addi-
tion, febuxostat was no better
than allopurinol in preventing
the symptoms and complications
of gout.

Gout is a form of inflammatory
arthritis that develops in some

people who have high levels of
uric acid in the blood. The acid
can form needle-like crystals in
a joint and cause sudden, severe
episodes of pain, tenderness,
redness, warmth and swelling.
Common pain relievers can help
during a gout attack, but more
often doctors prescribe medicines
that you can’t get over the coun-
ter, such as febuxostat.

“Before the FDA approved
febuxostat, there was troubling
evidence strongly suggesting that
the medication increased the risk
of serious adverse cardiovascular
events and death,” said Michael
Carome, director of Public
Citizen’s Health Research Group.
“The results of the FDA-mandated
post-market trial now provide
additional strong evidence of a
causal link between treatment
with febuxostat and an increased
risk of death, particularly death
from cardiovascular causes.”

Carome argued that the FDA
almost certainly would not have
approved febuxostat had data
from the postmarket trial been
available when the FDA was con-

Deadly Gout Medication

sidering the medication in 2009.

Consistent with the precau-
tionary principal of public health,
he urged the committee to recom-
mend that the FDA grant Public
Citizen’s petition and remove
febuxostat from the market.

On Feb. 21, the FDA denied
Public Citizen’s petition to ban
febuxostat. However, the agency
did approve changes to the drug’s
label, including adding a black-box
warning, the strongest warning
that the agency can require, about
the increased risk of death from
cardiovascular causes compared
with the older gout drug allopu-
rinol. The agency also narrowed
the approved use of the drug;
the black-box warning states that
febuxostat should be used only in
patients who had an inadequate
response to maximal doses of allo-
purinol and who are intolerant to
allopurinol.

Although the FDA allowed
febuxostat to remain on the mar-
ket, Public Citizen’s petition likely
helped prompt the agency to
require the new black-box warn-
ing on the drug’s label. B
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PUBLIC CITIZEN IN YOUR STATE

Much of Public Citizen's work focuses on federal policies, but the organization also works in the public interest at the
local and state levels. Here's what Public Citizen has been doing in your state lately.

At Detroit Auto Show,
Activists Denounce Ford’s
Greenwashing

As the international auto industry descended
on Detroit in January to take in the latest auto-
mobile offerings, Public Citizen, Sierra Club,
Safe Climate Campaign, Breast Cancer Action
and the Center for Auto Safety gathered in
Ford's hometown to highlight the company’s
complicity with the Trump administration in
attempting to roll back vehicle fuel economy
and greenhouse gas emissions standards,
known as the clean car standards.

On display to make the case were dino-
saurs — including a 10-foottall inflatable
Tyrannosaurus rex — and activists in costume.
The prehistoric figures were stationed out-
side the convention center entrance and were
meant fo illustrate Ford’s outsized pollution. The
annual climate pollution emitted from the com-
pany’s Expedition SUV (9 tons) is the equivalent
of the weight of a Tyrannosaurus rex. Ford and
the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers have
engaged in a costly multi-year lobbying effort to
persuade President Donald Trump to roll back
clean car standards. In August, the Trump admin-
istration delivered, proposing fo freeze the clean
car standards at 2020 levels and revoke the
Cadlifornia waiver, which allows that state and 12
others to protect their citizens from harmful tail-
pipe pollution. In response, more than 350,000
Americans submitted comments in strong support
of the existing rules. A final rule is pending. The
groups plan to take the Tyrannosaurus rex to
more auto shows across the country this winter
and spring. — Rhoda Feng

Public Citizen Supports Bill
to Curtail Construction Injuries
in Maryland

When a 36-year-old construction worker was
killed in December after being struck by an exca-
vator in Maryland, it was yet another reminder of
the dangers construction workers face in the state.
From 2015 to 2017, Maryland recorded 15,000
construction industry accidents, and 63 construc-
tion workers were killed on the job. In 2017,
the construction industry accounted for nearly 30
percent of workplace deaths in Maryland. Public
Citizen in January testified before Maryland state
lawmakers in support of a bill (HB 24), introduced
by U.S. Del. Cheryl D. Glenn (D-Baltimore City),
that would require the state to screen contractors
for their safety and health records when awarding
public work contracts.

In testimony before the Maryland House
Economic Matters Committee, Shanna Devine,
a worker health and safety advocate for Public
Citizen's Congress Watch division, explained
that if the state considered safety and health
records when selecting contractors, companies
would take steps to stop preventable construction
industry injuries and deaths. An identical bill that
was infroduced in 2015, 2016 and 2017 was
influenced by a Public Citizen report showing
that insufficient safety practices cost Maryland

$712.8 million between 2008 and 2010. A sub-
sequent Public Citizen report found that nearly
half of the major construction contracts awarded
by Maryland have gone to companies cited for
worker safety violations. — Rhoda Feng

Dallas Takes Decisive
Action on Climate Change

In January, Dallas stepped up for its citizens’
right to clean air by launching its own climate
plan to help clean the air and cool the planet.
The launch was the culmination of an effort by
Public Citizen’s Texas office and allies, begun in
2018, to push for the creation of a community-
wide climate action plan. To gain traction for the
initiative, Public Citizen’s Texas office circulated
a petition and launched a postcard writing cam-
paign in April 2018 during the EarthX Expo in
Dallas, calling on the city to begin the climate
planning process.

The Dallas climate plan will include: complet-
ing a greenhouse gas inventory, involving the
Dallas community in climate planning and push-
ing for wider adoption of solar power. Public
Citizen’s Texas office provided the city a list of
stakeholders to participate in the climate plan-
ning process, and in January, the Dallas City
Council approved the selection of AECOM, an
international, Fortune 500 consulting firm, to
help develop a climate and environmental plan
for Dallas and the surrounding community. Also,
Dallas passed a resolution in January directing
the city manager to join C40, a network of mega-
cities committed to addressing climate change.
— Rhoda Feng

FERC Rejects New
England Committee
Press Ban

In January, the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) rejected a request by the
New England Power Pool (NEPOOL) Participants
Committee to ban members of the press from
becoming NEPOOL members. NEPOOL is the
official organization tasked by FERC to develop
electric rate policy for all of New England. It holds
meetings at which electric rate policy is set for six
states: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont.

Public Citizen in July asked FERC to require
NEPOOL to open its meetings — at which billions
of dollars in electric rate policy are developed —
to journalists and the public. FERC's rejection of
the press ban marks a partial victory for the pub-
lic and freedom of the press — partial, because
FERC's order applies only to banning journalists
from being NEPOOL members. FERC declined
to issue a broader rule on NEPOOL's current
policy of banning the general public from meet-
ings where proposals to change New England’s
power market rules are developed, deliberated
and voted upon. And currently the only way for
journalists to attend NEPOOL meetings is to pay
$500 for a membership. — Rhoda Feng

Working Toward Fair Elections
in New York

One hundred individuals spent more on elections
in New York state in 2018 than 137,000 small
donors combined. There is now a movement
pressing for a statewide fair elections system,
under which candidates who pledge to limit large
donor contributions receive matching small-dollar
donations to empower the voices of everyday
New Yorkers.

On Feb. 27, Public Citizen helped organize
hundreds of people to go to Albany and urge law-
makers fo act immediately fo make the Legislature
work for all New Yorkers, not just big donors. Public
Citizen and activists met with state legislators, rallied
and even wore “big money” costumes around the
Capitol. Just a few days prior, on Feb. 23, Public
Citizen spearheaded a town hall for democracy
in New York City to build support for state and
federal democracy reforms, including the For
the People Act (H.R. 1), a package of reforms
designed to restore democracy nationwide.

Elected officials spoke about opportunities to
get big money out of politics, give everyday New
Yorkers a bigger voice and lead the way on vot-
ing rights. The push comes on the heels of the
New York Legislature passing election reforms
in January aimed at breaking down barriers to
voting. These included early voting (previously
unavailable in the state), constitutional amend-
ments for same-day registration, pre-registration
of 16-and 17-year-olds, and noexcuse absentee
ballots. — Rhoda Feng M
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Corporate Lawbreakers Continue to Flourish Under Trump

BY DAVID ROSEN

So much for being a “tough-
on-crime” president, at least
when it comes to corporate crim-
inals. Corporate enforcement
actions at the U.S. Department of
Justice (DOJ) fell for the second
year in a row under President
Donald Trump, according to a
Public Citizen report released in
January, “Corporate Impunity
Worsens Under Trump.”

In Trump’s second year, the
DOJ completed just 227 cases
against corporate offenders, 14
fewer than in 2017, and down
heavily from 308 in President

Barack Obama’s final year in
office.

The combined penalty totals
for Trump’s first two years — $20.6
billion — are 80 percent lower than
Obama’s last two years, $101.2 bil-
lion. While the Trump DOJ’s finan-
cial penalties increased to $15.7
billion in 2018 from $4.9 billion,
the 2018 level is below Obama-era
penalties.

Additionally, more than 60
percent of the 2018 total is attrib-
utable to just four cases against
big banks — the Royal Bank of
Scotland, Wells Fargo, Barclays
and HSBC — that were initiated

by the Obama administration for
financial crisis-era allegations.

“The sustained decline in
corporate enforcement is the
predictable outcome of corpo-
rate leniency policies the Trump
administration has embraced —
even while pursuing ‘zero toler-
ance’ enforcement toward border
crossings and street crime,” said
Rick Claypool, a Public Citizen
research director and author of
the report. “This is two-tiered
justice at its worst.”

The analysis follows a July 2018
Public Citizen report that found
DOJ penalties for corporate viola-

tions plummeted by 90 percent
during Trump’s first year in office,
and that corporate enforcement
declined significantly at nearly
all federal agencies under Trump
appointees.

“The declines in corporate
enforcement reflect an array of
policy decisions and allocation
of enforcement resources, all of
which aim to let corporations
escape accountability when they
pollute our air, endanger work-
ers, cheat the government, bribe
foreign officials and more,” said
Robert Weissman, president of
Public Citizen. H
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

The following are highlights from our recent media coverage.

Robert Weissman, Public Citizen
president

On Public Citizen’s opposition of
Trump’s fake national emergency dec-
laration: PBS, CNN, Common Dreams,
Raw Story, The Leslie Marshall Show. On
President Donald Trump’s government
shutdown: Wall Street Journal, The
Nation, Democracy Now!, The Cap Times.
On Public Citizen’s lawsuit against the
U.S. Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) challenging
the Trump administration’s rollback
of workplace safety rules: Government
Executive. On Miriam Adelson receiv-
ing the Presidential Medal of Freedom
after donating $500,000 to a fund set
up to pay legal expenses incurred
by Trump’s aides: ThinkProgress. On
nationwide demonstrations against
Trump’s national emergency declara-
tion: Common Dreams, SFGate, Detroit
Free Press.

Lisa Gilbert, vice president of
legislative affairs

On New York Attorney General Letitia
James’ plans to investigate Trump’s
finances: CNN. On U.S. Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) taking on Wall
Street and joining the U.S. House
Financial Services Committee: Politico,
Newsmax. On Democratic lawmakers
in the 115th Congress introducing an
ethics overhaul package that will rein
in corruption: CQ RollCall. On former
lawmakers escaping the lobbying dis-
closure law to become lobbyists before
they’re allowed to be: ThinkProgress.
On the $1 billion weekly economic
damage of the government shutdown:
Politico Pro.

Lori Wallach, director of Public Citizen's
Global Trade Watch

On the unsubstantiated claim that a
revised North American Free Trade
Agreement will pay for Trump’sborder
wall: The Nation, CBS News, PRI, Bustle.
On a claim that Mexico will pay for the
wall: HuffPost, CNBC.

Dr. Michael Carome, director of Public
Citizen’s Health Research Group

On the government shutdown’s impact
on public health: U.S. News & World
Report, Modern Healthcare. On the
recall of a blood pressure drug due to
cancer risk: USA Today, The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution. On the dangers of
pelvic mesh products: The Wall Street
Journal, The International Consortium
of Investigative Journalists, KVUE-TV,
MedTech Dive, Medtech Insight.

Public Citizen Litigation Group
On Public Citizen’s lawsuit against
Trump’s national emergency declara-

tion: The Washington Post, The New York
Times, Los Angeles Times, Democracy
Now!, ThinkProgress, Politico, CNN, The
New York Post, USA Today, The Daily
Mail, CBS, BBC News, Bloomberg, the
Associated Press, The Hill, Time, SFGate,
Bustle, Buzzfeed News, Rolling Stone,
Reuters, Fox News. On Public Citizen’s
lawsuit against OSHA challenging the
rollback of workplace safety rules: Vox,
JD Supra. On Public Citizen’s lawsuit
against Trump’s rollback of clean car
standards: Politico, Reuters, NGT News,
Jurist.

Craig Holman, government affairs
lobbyist with Public Citizen’s Congress
Watch division

On U.S. House Democrats pushing for
tougher ethics rules: USA Today. On
members of Congress acting as unreg-
istered hiddenlobbyists: Miami Herald.
On Trump shielding acting agency
chiefs from the scrutiny of U.S. Senate
confirmation hearings: HuffPost. On
authoritarian regimes paying mil-
lions of dollars to K Street lobbyists:
Bloomberg. On the overly broad inter-
pretation of ethics in Congress: CQ
RollCall. On former lawmakers acting
as stealth lobbyists: News Tribune,
Sun Herald (Miss.), Kansas City Star.
On Washington, D.C., Mayor Muriel
Bowser’s inaugural committee taking
in nearly $1 million in seven weeks:
Washington City Paper.

David Arkush, managing director of
Public Citizen’s Climate Program

On Public Citizen’s report on how the
U.S. media underreported climate
change: Media Matters for America.

Tyson Slocum, director of Public
Citizen’s Energy Program

On evidence that grid operator PJM
used ratepayer money for political
activity: Utility Dive. On American
energy’s global impacts on profits,
public health and climate change:
Newsy.

Peter Maybarduk, director of Public
Citizen’s Access to Medicines Program

OnU.S.Sen. AmyKlobuchar’s (D-Minn.)
proposals for lower prescription drug
costs: The Eagle, Star Tribune. On 2020
Democratic presidential contenders’
positioning on drug pricing plans: CQ
RollCall.

Adrian Shelley, director of Public
Citizen’s Texas office

On Texasregulators’ approval of a pro-
posal that would boost revenues for
power generators: Houston Chronicle,
The Texas Tribune, My San Antonio.
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FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT: Public Citizen Crossword

Free for All sy smaunian
Across

1. Fix, as a cat

5. Metallica member Ulrich

9. Put up with

13. 1492 ship that isn't the Pinta or
the Santa Maria

14. "I vehemently agree!"

15. They're no bench warmers

17. *Daily break for high school
students

19. Guitar for Mark Knopfler of
Dire Straits

20. Folks from Indiana

22, "Mars Attacks!" vessel

23. “It's enough to live on”

26. *Preliminary test

28. Org. that opposes bump stock
bans

29. Common cereal grain

31. Disfigures

32."  Your Enthusiasm" (HBO
comedy)

34. Complete ranges

37. *Tag that helps secure a spot
41. Deem appropriate

42. Has yet to pay

45. Slovenly

48. Tentative taste

51. Many a Dogfish Head Brewery
output

52. *One of an amorous pair

55. Reach a peak

57. "At once!"

58. Forces

60. Hill interviewed by John Oliver
62. *Heat source for many a
residence

66. Less dangerous

67. Hall of Fame ballplayer
Slaughter

68. Fight, to Shakespeare

69. Require

70. In need of guidance

71. Word that should describe
Medicare, and can precede both
parts of the answer to the
starred clues

Down

1. Show on which Stiller portrays
Cohen, casually

2. More, in music

3. Coulter who occasionally
(and somewhat ironically) trolls
Trump

4. Vessel that Bernie Sanders is
unlikely to own- I assume he'd
prefer a rowboat

5. Jackson who was revealed to
be the Alien on "The Masked
Singer"

6. French friends

7. Forward, as payment

8. Make a villainous expression
9. R-Rated Billy Bob Thornton
holiday film

10. Judge depicted by Choi in
The People v. 0.]. Simpson

11. Neaten rough metal edges,
post-lathing

12. Severe scolding

16. Drops trou for shock value
18. One with a bindle for baggage
21. Throw together, as a tempo-
rary fix

23. Ltd., in the states

24. "Dispicable Me" antagonist
25. Wyatt of the West

Answers, page 16 p

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

’ .

13 14

16

17

-20

23

28

32

45

52

- .58

60

66 67

.69 -

27. Stock holder?

30. Cry at the end of the work
week... which no one really says
anymore (Did they ever?)

33. Count on the keys?

35. Singer DiFranco with the
album "Up Up Up Up Up Up"
36. Executive grps.

38. Barbarossa on the high seas
39. Enter, as a PIN
40.DolapsattheY

43. Org. currently headed by
Wheeler

44. Lisa Simpson's instrument,
casually

45. Arm bones

46. Former White House speech-
writer Peggy

47. Peg Bundy, for one

49. Least friendly

50. Commoner, for short
53."I'm a __just for kicks, now"
("Feel It Still” lyric)

54. Brand many use before call-
ing a plumber

56. Estimates incorrectly

59. Mil. aides

61. Peg for Arnold Palmer

63. Airport info next to "Dep"
64. 1979 Sally Field film "Norma

"

6_5. Go platinum?

Jim Quinlan constructs the crossword gratis. Public Citizen appreciates his generous contribution.

Public Citizen Recommends ...

‘Can American Capitalism
Survive?': Why Greed Is Not
Good, Opportunity Is Not
Equal, and Fairness Won't
Make Us Poor

By Steven Pearlstein; $27.99; St.
Martin’s Press.

Can American
ism survive?

capital-

market capitalists’ key premises
and envisions an economic sys-
tem that is equitable and just.
Pearlstein maintainsthat weare
in a new gilded age “in which the
benefits of economic growth are
being distributed more unequally
than they have been at any
time since before the economic
reforms of the

That’s what
Pulitzer Prize-
winner Steven
Pearlstein sets
out to answer in
his new book.
But first, what
kind of capital-

“Pearlstein offers sensible ideas for rescuing American capitalism by reconnecting
it to our ideals of community, virtue, and responsibility.”

—WALTER ISAACSON

LCAN _J

WHY GREED IS NOT GOOD,

LAMERICAN

OPPORTUNITY IS NOT EQUAL, AND

Progressive Era
and the New
Deal.” But peo-
ple are growing
disillusioned:
“Americans are
no longer will-
ing to accept

ism do we want? V-IRVNNEI (- the glaring
The former FAIRNESS WON'T MAKE US POOR injUSticeS cre-
Washington ated by the eco-

Post reporter
deftly shows
the fallacy of
many of free

STEVEN PEARLSTEIN

WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE

nomic system
simply because
that system
provides them

with a higher-standard of living.
For starters, many feel their stan-
dard of living is now falling, not
rising.”

It used be that businesses ben-
efited society by paying a living
wage and providing benefits and
job security. But globalization,
deregulation and rapid techno-
logical changes shrunk profits,
Pearlstein says.

In the 1980s, corporations
became targets of corporate
raiders and became increasingly
focused on share price — an
obsession driven by Wall Street,
the courts and executive pay
packages. CEOs no longer make
long-term investments in their
companies, instead doing what-
ever it takes to keep stock prices
high — cutting workers, lowering
pay, avoiding taxes and opposing
government regulations.

This path is not moral,
Pearlstein argues, and a mar-
ket economy can’t be successful
it if is amoral. Inequality slows

economic growth and reduces
productivity.

But we can choose a different
path, Pearlstein says.

His policy prescriptionincludes
a constitutional amendment to
limit special interest money in
politics, a guaranteed minimum
income in exchange for national
service (paid for in part by a higher
income tax and a financial trans-
actions tax), profit sharing for all
employees, an end to class seg-
regation in public schools, a res-
toration of competition to overly
consolidated markets through
more aggressive antitrust enforce-
ment, reform of copyright and
patent law, and greater reliance
on customer-owned financial
institutions.

Will American capitalism sur-
vive? It can if we have the will-
power to transform it. l
— Angela Bradbery

To order books, contact the publisher
or visit your local bookstore or library.
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Consumer Protection Enforcement
Sinks Under ‘“Tough-on-Crime’ Trump

BY ALAN ZIBEL

One government agency fined
alender accused of swindling
veterans just one dollar. Another
agency didn’t punish a corpora-
tion responsible for defective jog-
ging strollers that caused nearly
100 injuries.

They are just two examples of
how law enforcement activity at
three large U.S. consumer protec-
tion agencies has fallen sharply
under President Donald Trump,
highlighting how the White House
continues to put corporate inter-
ests ahead of the middle class.

A Public Citizen report,
“Consumer Carnage,” examined
enforcement activity at the U.S.
Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau (CFPB), Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC) and
Federal Trade Commission (FTC)

in cases that resulted in fines of

$5,000 or more. The analysis found

that during Trump’s first two years
in office, these agencies completed

a total of 84 enforcement cases.

That marked a 37 percent decline

from 133 cases completed at the

same agencies during President

Barack Obama’s last two years in

office.

More specifically, Public Citizen
found that enforcement activity
against corporations:

» Sank by more than 50 percent
at the CFPB once the Trump
administration assumed con-
trol over the agency in late
2017.

» Fell to only seven cases at the
CPSC during Trump’s first two
years in office, compared with
13 in Obama’s final two years.

The change at the CFPB in par-

ticular has been egregious. Public
Citizen found that under Trump,
the CFPB has moved to terminate
investigations, settled cases, low-
ered fines or imposed no fines
at all in at least 10 instances. In
one recent case, the CFPB fined a
lender accused of swindling veter-
ans out of their benefits just one
dollar after the lender claimed he
couldn’t pay.

At the CPSC, two Democrats
on the commission have written
strong dissents to the agency’s
settlements in cases involving
defective jogging strollers whose
front wheels could detach sud-
denly during use (at least 50 chil-
dren and 47 adults were injured)
and trash cans whose protective
collars could become dislodged,
exposing a sharp edge (at least 60
people have been injured). And the

Completed CFPB Enforcement Cases By Year

41
23 24
I I :

2015

2016 2017

2018

Source: Public Citizen analysis of Violation Tracker database and CFPB press releases.

FTC, at press time, has yet to sanc-
tion Facebook over potential viola-
tions of a 2011 FTC consent decree
over privacy issues.

For the report, Public Citizen
examined enforcement cases at the
three agencies from 2015 through
2018 and used the Violation
Tracker database compiled by
the Corporate Research Project of
Good Jobs First.

“Members of the Trump admin-
istration have made abundantly
clear they perceive their function
as serving and assisting corpo-
rations instead of holding them
accountable for lawbreaking,”
said Robert Weissman, president
of Public Citizen. “Under this
president, federal agencies have
slashed fines, declined to bring
cases against corporate wrongdo-
ers and gutted enforcement pro-
grams. The result is a government
that is eager to throw consumers
under the bus.” &
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IN THE NEXT ISSUE...

We release a report on lost
regulatory safeguards. l

Charitable Gift Annuity

A gift that gives back to you!

A charitable gift annuity is a simple contract between you and Public Citizen Foundation that supports us while providing you (and
another individual) with a charitable deduction and payments on a quarterly basis for the rest of your life. The minimum gift to establish
this annuity is $10,000 using cash or securities, and the minimum age is 65. The following are some of the payments we offer for one
individual. Payments for two people are available upon request.

esmapLishen  AMWUTYRATE  BhceroN'Sin.onn
65 years 5.1% $510
70 5.6% $560
75 6.2% $620
80 7.3% $730
85 8.3% $830
90 and over 9.5% $950

For a confidential, free sample illustration, or more information, please contact
Amanda Fleming at 800-999-1906 or afleming@citizen.org.
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