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Meet Tyson Slocum 
& Public Citizen

• For more than 20 years, I have led 
petroleum, natural gas, and power market 
regulatory oversight. I frequently testify as 
an expert before Congress (most recently in 
February 2023) and intervene before the 
U.S. Dept of Energy and the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission.

• Public Citizen was founded in 1971, and we 
are a nonpartisan, nonprofit public interest 
watchdog. We are financially supported by 
our more than 500,000 dues-paying 
members across the country, including Port 
St. Joe residents. 
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https://youtu.be/Qtp4bgJJdQI?t=3443
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https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/fossil-fuels/as-lng-exports-soar-a-florida-community-fights-a-proposed-terminal
https://www.gulfcounty.news/stories/tensions-mount-over-proposed-lng-plant,16322
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/07052023/florida-port-st-joe-lng/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/gas-project-ej-concerns-collide-in-the-florida-panhandle/


https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=020CE074-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712


Nopetro LNG Ownership

38.2%
J.C. “Jay” Demetree Jr. & 

Hawley Smith, Jacksonville-
based real estate 

developers

36.8%
Jorge Herrera, 

Miami-based gas 
marketer

25%
Tom L. Ward, 

Oklahoma City 
billionaire natural 

gas producer
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Nopetro’s Proposed LNG Export Facility

Nopetro has authorization to export up to 51.75 billion cubic feet of liquefied 
natural gas per year, which would include exports from a proposed facility on 60 
acres in Port St. Joe on land owned by the St. Joe Company, obtaining the gas from 
Energy Transfer’s Florida Gas Transmission, an interstate pipeline originating in 
Texas. St. Joe Natural Gas―where Jason Shoaf serves as Vice-President―connects 
to this interstate pipeline. Nopetro stated to FERC that it “will receive natural gas 
through two [new] lateral lines from St. Joe Natural Gas Co.” Nopetro plans to 
operate 3 natural gas liquefaction trains to fill ISO shipping containers. Trucks will 
move those LNG-filled shipping containers 1,300 feet from the liquification trains to 
the newly constructed dock owned and operated by The St. Joe Company. Nopetro 
will build and operate a crane at this dock to load the LNG containers onto marine 
cargo vessels, destined for export to Latin America, the Caribbean and South 
America. 
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https://www.joe.com/
https://fgttransfer.energytransfer.com/ipost/FGT/maps/system-map
https://stjoegas.com/
https://www.psc.state.fl.us/library/financials/GU610-DOCS/ANNUAL-REPORTS/GU610-21-AR.pdf


Energy 
Transfer 
Pipeline 
Connects Gas 
Production To 
Port St. Joe

https://fgttransfer.energytransfer.com/ipost/FGT/maps/system-map
https://fgttransfer.energytransfer.com/ipost/FGT/maps/system-map


Nopetro LNG Timeline
• In mid- to late-2020, The St. Joe Company―partly in its capacity as the agent of the Port Authority―and St. Joe Natural Gas negotiate a lease and gas supply 

agreement with Nopetro.

• December 28, 2020: Nopetro applies to the U.S. Department of Energy for an authorization to export 51.75 billion cubic feet of natural gas per year from a planned 
Port St. Joe facility.

• March 23, 2021: Dept of Energy grants the authorization to Nopetro, which includes the right to transport LNG via truck to multiple export docks.

• April 20, 2021: Nopetro files a Petition for Declaratory Order with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) seeking a determination that FERC does not 
have regulatory authority over the proposed Nopetro facility.

• May 24, 2021: Public Citizen protests Nopetro’s petition.

• June 8, 2021: Stuart Shoaf, President of St. Joe Natural Gas, and Florida Rep. Jason Shoaf write separate letters to FERC in support of Nopetro petition.

• July 1, 2021: U.S. Rep. Neal Dunn writes FERC in support of Nopetro.

• March 21, 2022: Nopetro President Jack Locke urges FERC to quickly approve its requested exemption, writing: "Nopetro has a license with Port St. Joe in Florida 
under which Nopetro pays for the right to lease the property where the small-scale LNG facility will be located"

• March 25, 2022: FERC grants Nopetro its requested exemption from regulatory oversight.

• April 22, 2022: Public Citizen files a rehearing request with FERC.

• July 29, 2022: FERC dismisses Public Citizen’s rehearing request.

• September 27, 2022: Public Citizen sues FERC, asking a federal court to reverse FERC’s decision to exempt Nopetro from regulatory oversight (U.S. Court of Appeals 
DC Circuit Docket # 22-1251). 

• January 18, 2023: Public Citizen files opening brief in U.S. Court of Appeals DC Circuit Docket # 22-1251.

• March 24, 2023: Nopetro confirms to the U.S. Department of Energy that it retains its authority to export LNG to Chile, Columbia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, México, Nicaragua, Panamá & Perú.

• March 27, 2023: Nopetro files a letter with the DC Circuit in support of FERC’s brief.

• April 17, 2023: Public Citizen files Reply Brief with the DC Circuit. Oral arguments expected in September/October 2023, with the Court likely to rule in early 2024.
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https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2021/01/f82/20-167-LNG.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/fecm/articles/nopetro-lng-llc-fe-docket-no-20-167-lng
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=020CE074-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://www.citizen.org/article/nopetro-lng-effort-to-evade-federal-oversight-of-natural-gas-exports/
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=020DA63D-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=020DA63E-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=020DE644-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=09A1DECA-AB75-C676-8542-7FAE28B00000
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=9F3596A6-195D-C4CC-95B7-7FC2F6800000
https://www.citizen.org/article/rehearing-request-of-nopetro-lng-export-order/
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=96E356D3-9CC1-CFB5-9458-824B46C00000
https://www.citizen.org/litigation/public-citizen-v-ferc-2/
https://www.citizen.org/litigation/public-citizen-v-ferc-2/
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Withdrawal%20Letter.pdf
https://www.citizen.org/litigation/public-citizen-v-ferc-2/
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https://www.psc.state.fl.us/library/financials/GU610-DOCS/ANNUAL-REPORTS/GU610-21-AR.pdf
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Why Is Public Citizen Fighting To Ensure FERC Has 
Jurisdiction Over Nopetro LNG?

• FERC is responsible for authorizing the siting and construction of onshore LNG export 
facilities under Section 3 of the Natural Gas Act. As required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act, FERC prepares environmental assessments or impact statements 
for proposed LNG facilities under its jurisdiction. 

• FERC must conduct a comprehensive environmental assessment of a planned LNG export 
facility. During a FERC environmental review, PSJ residents can―free of charge― 
participate in the FERC proceeding, inspect documents, raise objections and file protests.

• On average this FERC review takes about three years. For example, Eagle LNG Jacksonville 
(controlled by a Houston-based private equity fund, Energy & Minerals Group) applied at 
FERC for permission to construct an LNG export facility on January 31, 2017, and FERC 
granted it on September 19, 2019.

Tyson Slocum • Public Citizen • tslocum@citizen.org • Twitter @TysonSlocum

https://ferc.gov/natural-gas/lng
https://emgtx.com/
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=01E74C50-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=01E74C50-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=0203D117-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712


FERC’s Approach To Performing National 
Environmental Policy Act Impact Analysis

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires FERC to take into account the environmental impacts of proposed 
LNG export facilities, including a requirement to address concerns the public may have. This process is referred to as 
scoping. The goal of the scoping process is to focus the environmental impact statement (EIS) on the important 
environmental, health and public safety issues. The public can actively participate, and can lodge protests to challenge the 
project.

A FERC EIS considers a proposed LNG export facility’s impact on:

 • geology and soils, land use, water resources and wetlands;
 • vegetation, fisheries, and wildlife;
 • cultural resources, socioeconomics and environmental justice;
 • air quality and noise;
 • endangered and threatened species;
 • public safety;
 • cumulative impacts.

Tyson Slocum • Public Citizen • tslocum@citizen.org • Twitter @TysonSlocum



What is Liquified Natural Gas (LNG)

Liquefied natural gas (LNG) is methane that has been condensed into a liquid form by reducing its 
temperature to -260°F. This process is known as liquefaction. LNG takes up about 1/600th of the volume 
of natural gas in its natural, vapor state, making it more economical to ship across oceans.

Liquification at a terminal like Nopetro’s involves large heat exchangers, which function as giant 
refrigerators. These heat exchangers are arraigned at the facility in a connected series, called trains. 
The natural gas enters the heat exchangers and cools it to -260°F, thereby turning it into a liquid.

Today, the United States is both the world’s largest natural gas producer and exporter. The recent 
explosion in LNG exports have resulted in dramatic domestic energy price spikes for American families.
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https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/liquified-natural-gas/liquefied-natural-gas-overview
https://www.citizen.org/article/letter-to-dept-of-energy-to-protect-consumers-from-lng-exports/


Health/Safety Impacts of an LNG Export Facility
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• Liquification facilities release air pollutants that are hazardous to human health, including 
particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic compounds, sulfur dioxide and carbon 
monoxide.

• The facility will feature on-site flaring (or burning) of pollutants.

• There will be heavy truck and marine vessel traffic associated with the operation of the facility, 
resulting in additional air emissions.

• The location is prone to storm surge flooding and damage from hurricanes, posing health and safety 
risks.

• Nopetro will need to store vast quantities of LNG onsite by stacking dozens or hundreds of ISO 
shipping containers as they await transport via ship or via truck on Route 98 to other ports.

• There will be disruption to St. Joseph Bay stemming from LNG terminal operations, dredging, and 
marine cargo ship congestion. 

• Recent explosions at U.S. LNG facilities raise systemic safety concerns.

https://environmentalintegrity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/LNG-Report-10.5.20-updated.pdf


Nopetro Could 
Result In 
Significant Rte 
98 Congestion

Nopetro’s approval from the U.S. Department of 
Energy to export 51.75 Bcf per year of LNG 
authorizes the company to export gas not just 
from Port St. Joe, but from multiple ports in and 
around Florida, including Pensacola, Panama City 
and Tampa. This means that Nopetro can liquify 
gas in Port St. Joe and either export that gas 
directly from its dock, or load the LNG onto trucks 
that would drive to Pensacola, Tampa and dozens 
of other ports in the region. This would result in 
significant, on-road hazardous cargo shipments 
moving in and around Port St. Joe, exposing the 
community to traffic congestion and associated 
safety problems. 
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https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2021/01/f82/20-167-LNG.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2021/01/f82/20-167-LNG.pdf
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https://www.nola.com/news/cameron-louisiana-town-evacuated-for-lng-tank-fire/article_0f5d7120-024c-11ee-aa52-5789579d89b3.html
https://www.nola.com/news/cameron-louisiana-town-evacuated-for-lng-tank-fire/article_0f5d7120-024c-11ee-aa52-5789579d89b3.html
https://www.nola.com/news/cameron-louisiana-town-evacuated-for-lng-tank-fire/article_0f5d7120-024c-11ee-aa52-5789579d89b3.html
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https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/freeport-lng-plant-suffers-explosion-nearby-residents-evacuated-police
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ya2IY5fY8xY
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https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-energy/freeport-texas-plant-explosion-was-caused-by-human-error
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/freeport-lng-provides-no-timeline-texas-export-plant-restart-2022-11-15/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/freeport-lng-provides-no-timeline-texas-export-plant-restart-2022-11-15/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/freeport-lng-provides-no-timeline-texas-export-plant-restart-2022-11-15/
https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/foia/freeport-lng-rcfa
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https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/lsquomiraclersquo-nobody-died-in-blast-at-eastern-washington-lng-plant/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/lsquomiraclersquo-nobody-died-in-blast-at-eastern-washington-lng-plant/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/lsquomiraclersquo-nobody-died-in-blast-at-eastern-washington-lng-plant/
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https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/files/docs/FIR_and_APPENDICES_PHMSA_WUTC_Williams_Plymouth_2016_04_28_REDACTED.pdf
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Nopetro Jobs 
/ Economic 
Development

• Nopetro privately informed Port St. Joe 
officials on October 14, 2022 that their 
facility would only create 12 jobs. This was 
revealed in an October 31, 2022 email 
from Gulf County Economic Development 
Coalition executive director Jim McKnight 
that we obtained through a public records 
request.

• LNG export terminals like Nopetro’s are 
designed to be as automated as possible 
and operate with minimal employees. 

• An LNG facility like this typically imports 
labor from outside the region, in this case 
likely Texas or Louisiana.
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https://www.citizen.org/article/records-requests-port-st-joe-florida/
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Discrepancy Between Michael Hammond Claims 
of Nopetro Tax Benefits vs. Jim McKnight’s

On September 27, 2022, Gulf County administrator 
Michael Hammond, in urging the Commission to 
vote to send a letter to the St. Joe Company 
approving the project, claimed that Nopetro’ project 
would provide “a tax base greater than the [St. Joe 
Company] paper mill had”; that it would bring $2.6 
million in annual property tax revenue to Gulf 
County & an additional $1.35 million to city of Port 
St. Joe; and that Nopetro would create “100+” jobs 
and “at a minimum, in the low 100s” of jobs. Based 
upon these statements by Administrator Hammond, 
Gulf County Board of Commissioners voted 5-0 and 
sent the letter to the St. Joe Company in support of 
Nopetro. 

Tyson Slocum • Public Citizen • tslocum@citizen.org • Twitter @TysonSlocum

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cHJ2hLTdww&t=2081s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cHJ2hLTdww&t=2081s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cHJ2hLTdww&t=2081s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cHJ2hLTdww&t=2081s
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Any tax benefit will likely be mitigated by tax breaks negotiated 
by Nopetro – Eagle LNG secured a $23 million property tax 
break from City of Jacksonville in exchange for a pledge to 

create 12 jobs

Tyson Slocum • Public Citizen • tslocum@citizen.org • Twitter @TysonSlocum

https://jaxcityc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4247967&GUID=54A67400-98AD-4E75-9C34-54AC661377EC
https://jaxcityc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4247967&GUID=54A67400-98AD-4E75-9C34-54AC661377EC


Eagle LNG In 
Jacksonville Will Be 

Located In An Existing 
Industrial Area With 
No Homes Nearby
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Nopetro 
Remains Active 

In Pursuit of 
Port St. Joe 
LNG Export 

Terminal
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https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Withdrawal%20Letter.pdf


The St Joe Company & The Port Authority Are Actively Negotiating With Additional Polluting 
Industries To Build In PSJ
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May 2022 
Discussion 
About SRM 
Concrete/ 

Smyrna 
Readymix 

https://www.citizen.org/article/records-requests-port-st-joe-florida/


Example of SRM Concrete/Smyrna Readymix Facility
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https://www.smyrnareadymix.com/


A Photovoltaic Solar Facility Can Be 
Constructed at the Nopetro Site To Power 
2,500 Homes

• The 60+ acre site of the former paper mill is suitable for a 20 MW solar PV array, 
subject to a formal feasibility study.

• The most important need for a planned solar project is whether it can plug into 
existing infrastructure―and it appears the adjacent power lines are 15kw, which 
are appropriate for a 20 MW system.

• Reinforced steel pilings and other hardened construction techniques can ensure 
the facility’s infrastructure is hurricane ready, and the arrays can be elevated to 
deal with storm surges. 

• The PV solar system could be paired with onsite battery storage to provide 24 
hour a day power supply for PSJ.

• Both of Florida’s major utilities ― NextEra’s FPL and Duke Energy’s Progress ― 
have extensive PV solar development experience.

• While permanent job creation will be minimal (1-3 full time local jobs, post-
construction), it would add to local tax base.
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Financial Incentives For 
Developing Solar on 
Contaminated Site

• Because the former St. Joe Co paper mill 
site is contaminated, it qualifies as an 
Energy Community in the Inflation 
Reduction Act of 2022, entitling solar 
developers to lucrative bonus tax credits. 
Additional grants could be available 
through the U.S. EPA’s Land Revitalization 
Program and RE-Powering America’s 
Land that convert former brownfield 
sites for renewable energy development.

• Port St. Joe could become a producer of 
zero emission clean electricity, increase 
its tax base and ensure hurricane 
resiliency without adverse impacts on 
the community’s health.
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https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ169/PLAW-117publ169.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ169/PLAW-117publ169.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-23-29.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/land-revitalization
https://www.epa.gov/land-revitalization
https://www.epa.gov/re-powering
https://www.epa.gov/re-powering
https://www.oswegocountynewsnow.com/news/company-plans-to-convert-brownfield-site-into-solar-project/article_420846f0-bd45-11ed-8375-b728677e8690.html
https://www.oswegocountynewsnow.com/news/company-plans-to-convert-brownfield-site-into-solar-project/article_420846f0-bd45-11ed-8375-b728677e8690.html


St. Joe 
Company 

Should Pursue 
Sustainable 

Development 
in PSJ
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• Industrial or LNG export development is incompatible 
with the St. Joe Company’s three operational 
segments (residential, hospitality and commercial), 
and generous federal incentives make solar 
development the right choice for PSJ.

• Bruce Berkowitz is the Chairman of St. Joe Company’s 
board, and his Miami-based hedge fund Fairholme 
Capital Management owns >41% of St. Joe’s stock.

• We are coordinating with As You Sow to convince 
institutional investors to commit St. Joe Company to 
a pledge of sustainable development for the land it 
owns in PSJ. 

https://www.sec.gov/ix?doc=/Archives/edgar/data/745308/000155837023001760/joe-20221231x10k.htm
https://www.sec.gov/ix?doc=/Archives/edgar/data/745308/000155837023001760/joe-20221231x10k.htm
https://www.fairholmefunds.com/
https://www.fairholmefunds.com/
https://www.asyousow.org/
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https://www.foxweather.com/extreme-weather/americas-first-solar-powered-town-did-not-lose-power-ian-hurricane
https://www.foxweather.com/extreme-weather/americas-first-solar-powered-town-did-not-lose-power-ian-hurricane
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https://www.reuters.com/article/puertorico-solar-microgrids/feature-in-puerto-rico-solar-power-microgrids-boost-hurricane-resilience-idINL8N36E5CZ
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