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• Founded in 1971 by Ralph Nader, Public Citizen is a nonpartisan, not-for-profit research 
and advocacy organization based in Washington, DC. We are dedicated to holding 
powerful corporations accountable, and ensuring that laws and regulations serve to 
protect health, safety and democracy.

• Tyson Slocum has been an employee of Public Citizen since 2000, and today serves as the 
Energy Program Director, where he is active before the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission. tslocum@citizen.org and on Twitter @TysonSlocum

• Our goal in Port St. Joe is to assist the community in efforts to oppose the proposed 
Nopetro natural gas export facility.

• Learn more about Public Citizen at www.citizen.org
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https://machresources.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020-10-OGI-Magazine.pdf
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/article/developer-hawley-smiths-vision-patience-and-timing-led-successful-real-estate-career
https://www.ju.edu/publicpolicy/about/board-of-advisors.php#demetree
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What We Know About Nopetro’s Proposed 
Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) Export Facility

Nopetro has authorization to export up to 51.75 billion cubic feet of liquefied 
natural gas per year, which would include exports from a proposed facility on 
60 acres in the heart of Port St. Joe on land owned by the St. Joe Company. 
Nopetro will buy natural gas through two lateral pipelines from St. Joe 
Natural Gas, and operate three natural gas liquefaction trains to fill ISO 
shipping containers. Trucks will move those LNG-filled shipping containers 
1,329 feet from the liquification trains to the newly constructed dock. The 
dock will be owned an operated by the Port of Port St. Joe. Nopetro will build 
and operate a crane at this dock to load the LNG containers on to marine 
cargo vessels, destined for export to Central America, South America and the 
Caribbean. 
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https://www.joe.com/
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http://portofportstjoe.com/


Timeline of Nopetro LNG Regulatory Actions

• December 28, 2020: Nopetro applies to the U.S. Department of Energy for an authorization to export 51.75 billion cubic feet of natural gas per 
year from a planned Port St. Joe facility.

• March 23, 2021: Dept of Energy grants the authorization to Nopetro.

• April 20, 2021: Nopetro files a Petition for Declaratory Order with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) seeking a determination that 
FERC does not have regulatory authority over the proposed Nopetro facility.

• May 24, 2021: Public Citizen protests Nopetro’s petition.

• June 8, 2021: Stuart Shoaf, President of St. Joe Natural Gas, and Florida Rep. Jason Shoaf write separate letters to FERC in support of Nopetro 
petition.

• July 1, 2021: U.S. Rep. Neal Dunn writes FERC in support of Nopetro.

• March 25, 2022: FERC grants Nopetro its requested exemption from regulatory oversight.

• April 22, 2022: Public Citizen files a rehearing request with FERC.

• July 29, 2022: FERC dismisses Public Citizen’s rehearing request.

• September 27, 2022: Public Citizen sues FERC, asking a federal court to reverse FERC’s decision to exempt Nopetro from regulatory oversight.
• Opening brief due estimated January 2023; oral argument before the DC Circuit Court of Appeals perhaps by Summer 2023, with 

estimated Court decision issued 3 to 8 months after oral argument.
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https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2021/01/f82/20-167-LNG.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/fecm/articles/nopetro-lng-llc-fe-docket-no-20-167-lng
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=020CE074-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://www.citizen.org/article/nopetro-lng-effort-to-evade-federal-oversight-of-natural-gas-exports/
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=020DA63D-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=020DA63E-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=020DE644-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=9F3596A6-195D-C4CC-95B7-7FC2F6800000
https://www.citizen.org/article/rehearing-request-of-nopetro-lng-export-order/
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=96E356D3-9CC1-CFB5-9458-824B46C00000
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=94EBB2CF-7988-C97C-8D31-839F60200000
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Why Is Public Citizen Fighting To Ensure FERC Has 
Jurisdiction Over Nopetro LNG?
• FERC is responsible for authorizing the siting and construction of onshore LNG export 

facilities under Section 3 of the Natural Gas Act. As required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act, FERC prepares environmental assessments or impact 
statements for proposed LNG facilities under its jurisdiction. 

• FERC must conduct a comprehensive, federal environmental assessment of a planned 
LNG export facility. During a FERC environmental review, local residents can―free of 
charge―participate in the FERC proceeding, raising objections and filing protests.

• Subjecting Nopetro LNG to FERC oversight provides an opportunity to the residents of 
Port St. Joe to fight against the granting of a FERC siting and construction permit. That 
process usually takes several years.
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https://ferc.gov/natural-gas/lng


FERC’s Approach To Performing National 
Environmental Policy Act Impact Analysis

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires FERC to take into account the environmental impacts of proposed LNG export facilities, 
including a requirement for it to address concerns the public may have about project. This process is referred to as scoping. The goal of the 
scoping process is to focus the analysis in the environmental impact statement (EIS) on the important environmental, public health and public 
safety issues. The public can actively participate, and can lodge protests and challenge the project.

A FERC EIS typically considers a proposed LNG export facility’s impact on:
• geology and soils;
• land use;
• water resources and wetlands;
• cultural resources;
• vegetation, fisheries, and wildlife;
• socioeconomics;
• air quality and noise;
• endangered and threatened species;
• public safety and reliability; and
• cumulative impacts.
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What is Liquified Natural Gas (LNG)

Liquefied natural gas (LNG) is natural gas that has been condensed into a liquid form by reducing its 
temperature to -260°F. This process is known as liquefaction. LNG takes up about 1/600th of the 
volume of natural gas in its natural, vapor state, making it more economical to ship across oceans.

Liquification at a terminal like Nopetro’s involves large heat exchangers, which function as giant 
refrigerators. These heat exchangers are arraigned at the facility in a connected series, called trains. 
The natural gas enters the heat exchangers and cools it to -260°F, thereby turning it into a liquid.

Today, the United States is both the world’s largest natural gas producer, and the biggest gas 
exporter. The recent explosion in LNG exports have resulted in dramatic domestic energy price 
spikes for American families.
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https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/liquified-natural-gas/liquefied-natural-gas-overview


Health/Safety Impacts of an LNG Export Facility

• In order to stay below a 1.5°C temperature increase and avert the worst of the climate 
crisis, the International Energy Agency concludes that new fossil fuel infrastructure 
cannot be built.

• In addition to greenhouse gases, liquification facilities release air pollutants that are 
hazardous to human health, including particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic 
compounds, sulfur dioxide and carbon monoxide.

• There will be heavy truck and marine vessel traffic associated with the operation of the 
facility, resulting in additional air emissions.

• The location is prone to storm surge flooding and damage from hurricanes, posing health 
and safety risks.

• There will likely be significant disruption to St. Joseph Bay from the LNG terminal 
operations, dredging, and marine cargo ship congestion. 
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https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-outlook-2021
https://environmentalintegrity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/LNG-Report-10.5.20-updated.pdf
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ya2IY5fY8xY
https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2022/06/08/reports-of-explosion-at-lng-oil-and-gas-company-near-surfside-beach-police-say/


Jobs / 
Economic 
Development

• Nopetro has thus far provided no 
detail on the estimated full-time jobs 
for its proposal. A similar proposal in 
Jacksonville, FL (Eagle LNG, FERC 
Docket CP17-41) informed FERC that it 
would only employ 8 to 12 full time 
employees during operations. In Public 
Citizen’s experience, fossil fuel 
companies rarely, if ever, hire locally 
for such facilities. They typically bring 
in labor from outside the region, in this 
case likely Texas or Louisiana.
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https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filedownload?fileid=01E74C50-66E2-5005-8110-C31FAFC91712


From the Port 
of St. Joe Port 
Authority 2021 
Master Plan:
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http://portofportstjoe.com/PORT%20MASTER%20PLAN%202021.pdf
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