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Why was the U.S. so 

Vulnerable toCOVID -19?

ÂDeteriorating health status.

ÂWeakened public health capacity.

ÂIncreasing economic inequality.

ÂRacism that harms people of  color and 
erodes support for safety-net programs.

ÂWasteful health care system that 
prioritizes profitability over needs.



Life expectancy in the US and 

other G7 countries, 1960ð2018

Source: J. Bor based on OECD 2020







US Health Expenditures Started 

Diverging from Other Nationsõ ~1980 

Source: A. Gaffney based on OECD data, 2020



Why Did US Longevity 

Stall and Health Costs 

Soar Starting in ~ 1980?



Neoliberalism
(AKA Market Fundamentalism)

ÅMarkets regulate themselves

×They give everyone what they deserve

×Unions distort markets, impede formation of

merit-based hierarchy

ÅGovernment is incompetent

×Taxes and regulation should be cut

×Public services should be privatized

ÅSeeking equality is counterproductive and morally

corrosive

Background photo from The American Prospect





òThe most terrifying words in the 

English language are: ôIõm from 

the government and Iõm here to 

helpõ óRonald Reagan

òThe era of big government is overó

Bill Clinton

Many Democrats Joined the

Neoliberal Bandwagon



Weakened Public Health 

Capacity







How the ACAõs $15 bil . Public Health 

and Prevention Fund shrank to $8.6 

billion

Â ACA promised $15 billion over 10 years.

Â 2012 -$6 billion cut to pay for Medicare òdoc fixó

Â 2O13 -HHS used $450 million to build ACAõs federal 

exchange, $67 million for ACA navigators

Â 2016 - $3.5 billion cut as part of  the 21st Century Cures 

Act.

Â 2017 - $750 million cut by continuing resolution.

Â 2018 - $1.35 billion cut over 10 years.





Trump Further Weakened 

Pandemic  Response Capacity
Â2017 Hiring freeze at CDC left 700 vacant 

positions.

Â2018 - Abolished Global Health Security team of  
the National Security Council

Â1600 government scientists have left positions since 
January 2017.

ÂMany key science policy positions (e.g. OSHA 
Administrator) remain vacant.

ÂDefunding WHO in 2020 ðA crime against 
humanity.



Increasing Economic 

Inequality

























ñThe data suggest that cycling people 

through Cook County Jail alone is 

associated with 15.7 percent of all 

documented COVID-19 cases in Illinois.ò
(Health Affairs 6/4/20)



Prisoners Face Copays for Care

Å42 states + federal prison system charge copays 

for a visit.

ÅAverage copay = $3.47/visit.

ÅIn Oklahoma, prisoners earning 5 cents/hr. face 

a $4 copay (80 hours of work income, equivalent 

to $580 for a minimum wage workers.)

Source: The Marshall Project, May 30, 2018



> 400,000 kids in NYC Live in Poverty



Increasing Economic 

Inequality Harms Health











The Uninsured

















Medicaid:

Poor Access, But 

Better Than Nothing





Many Specialists Wonôt See Kids 
With Medicaid

Bisgaier J, Rhodes KV. N Engl J Med 2011;364:2324-2333













Under-Insurance

On the Rise








