August 12, 2026

Steve Hasker

President and Chief Executive Officer
Thomson Reuters

End the Sale of Commercial Surveillance Products
Circumventing Fourth Amendment Protections

Dear Mr. Hasker,

We, the undersigned organizations, write to express our deep concern regarding reports that
Thomson Reuters Special Services continues to provide federal law enforcement agencies access to
CLEAR, an investigative platform capable of aggregating vast amounts of personal information
about millions of people in the United States.' At its core, this issue is about whether private
companies should profit by selling the government access to information that would otherwise
require a warrant to obtain.> We urge you to stop the practice of selling such information, including
by withdrawing from existing contracts and refraining from entering into any future such agreements.

The Fourth Amendment exists to protect people from unreasonable government searches.’ It requires
judicial oversight before the government may intrude upon some of our most sensitive private
information.* Yet an expanding commercial surveillance marketplace has created a dangerous
loophole.® Rather than obtaining a warrant or demonstrating probable cause, government agencies
increasingly circumvent constitutional protections by purchasing access to commercially assembled
dossiers containing extraordinarily revealing information about our lives.®

According to public reporting, CLEAR enables investigators to rapidly compile extensive profiles
using information drawn from numerous public and proprietary sources, including addresses,
telephone records, utility records, vehicle registrations, license plate information, social media
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activity, geolocation information, and other personal data.” Their aggregation creates an
extraordinarily detailed portrait of a person’s life, movements, relationships, and activities.®

The Supreme Court has repeatedly recognized that digital technologies capable of revealing the
“privacies of life” require heightened constitutional scrutiny.” Constitutional protections cannot
depend upon whether the government collects this information directly or simply purchases access to
a commercially assembled version. And they should not be so simple to circumvent through private
contracts between the federal government and companies like yours.

Thomson Reuters is actively participating in the creation and expansion of a commercial surveillance
ecosystem that enables unprecedented access to Americans’ personal information. As one of the
world’s most prominent legal and information companies, Thomson Reuters has long offered legal
resources and education to court systems, law students, and nonprofit organizations.'® That
commitment should extend beyond the courtroom. Respect for constitutional rights requires refusing
to facilitate practices that undermine the fundamental protections upon which our constitutional
system depends.

Accordingly, we call upon Thomson Reuters to:

e [mmediately cease providing government agencies access to products that enable the
warrantless acquisition of commercially aggregated personal information.

e Commit not to develop, market, or sell investigative products whose primary value derives
from enabling government agencies to circumvent constitutional privacy protections.

e Publicly disclose all government contracts involving CLEAR or substantially similar
investigative platforms, including the agencies involved, categories of data made available,
and oversight mechanisms governing their use.

e Publish a comprehensive human rights and civil liberties impact assessment evaluating how
CLEAR and related products affect privacy, constitutional rights, and democratic
participation.

e Adopt a publicly available corporate policy committing that Thomson Reuters will not profit
from products that undermine Americans’ constitutional protections through commercial data
aggregation.
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The rapid growth of the commercial surveillance industry presents one of the defining civil liberties
challenges of the digital age. Technology has dramatically expanded the government’s practical
ability to know where people go, whom they associate with, what they read, what they buy, and how
they live. Constitutional protections must evolve to preserve meaningful privacy in that environment.
The fact that loopholes in current law may permit a particular business practice does not mean that it

is compatible with the values of privacy, liberty, and the rule of law.

We urge Thomson Reuters to cease eroding our privacy protections by ending the sale of products
that enable government surveillance through commercial circumvention of constitutional protections.
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