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• TCEQ Sunset
• Texas Emissions Reduction Plan 
(TERP)

• Climate Change
• The Railroad Commission & TCEQ
• Concrete and Aggregates

Today’s Subjects – a high-level 
view
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• People’s Hearings
• June 8, 2022 –

Statewide virtual
• April 30, 2022 –

Houston
• March 29, 2022 –

Dallas
• March 21, 2022 – San 

Antonio (watch)
• Complete transcripts 

available (link)

• Comments
• Nov. 2022 - Response 

to SAC decision (link)
• June 2022 - Comments 

on SAC report (link)
• Dec. 2021 - letter by 

41 orgs (link)
• Aug. 2021 - General 

comments (link)

TCEQ Sunset – Public Engagement

https://www.citizen.org/article/public-citizens-comments-on-tceq-issues/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpQrlQ4mMu4
https://www.citizen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-06-22-TCEQ-Peoples-Hearings-transcripts.pdf
https://www.citizen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-11-10-SC-PCTX-AAH-TCEQ-Sunset-decision-position.pdf
https://www.citizen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-06-22-PCTX-TCEQ-Sunset-Report-comments.pdf
https://www.citizen.org/article/our-proposal-to-reform-the-tceq/
https://www.citizen.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-08-03-TCEQ-Sunset-Self-Evaluation-Report-comments-1.pdf
https://www.citizen.org/article/public-citizens-comments-on-tceq-issues/
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TCEQ Sunset

The time to comment on a permit is extended to 36 hours 
past the public meeting.

The contested case hearing request deadline should also be 
extended. 

SECTION 5, P. 5, L. 16-20:
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TCEQ Sunset

Should be made clear a virtual meeting does not 
replace an in-person meeting.

SECTION 13, P. 11, L. 3-14:
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“Looking back over the last nine 
years, the total number of 
enforcement orders filed by 
TCEQ for air pollution events is 
less than 3 percent of the total 
number of unauthorized air 
pollution events recorded by 
the agency in that time.”

Note that this is the record for 
industry self-reported violations 
of the law.

TCEQ’s Enforcement Division  
simply cannot keep up

https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Illegal-Air-
Pollution-in-Texas-2020-EMBARGOED-for-10-14-21.pdf

https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Illegal-Air-Pollution-in-Texas-2020-EMBARGOED-for-10-14-21.pdf
https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Illegal-Air-Pollution-in-Texas-2020-EMBARGOED-for-10-14-21.pdf
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Fewer than 5% of TCEQ 
investigations are complaint based

TCEQ 2022 Annual Enforcement Report, https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/96e4cceaf365447eba51f00fb3b02789

Percentage of 
Investigations 

based on a 
complaint

2017 4.8%
2018 4.4%
2019 4.6%
2020 4.3%
2021 4.0%
2022 4.9%

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/96e4cceaf365447eba51f00fb3b02789
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TCEQ Sunset – further reform

Cumulative Impacts – SB 179 by Sen. 
Miles would require the TCEQ to consider 
the cumulative effects on health and 
property of multiple air pollution permits.
Environmental Justice – HB 642 by 
Rep. Reynolds would establish the Texas 
Environmental Justice Advisory Council.
“Economic development” removed 
from the agency’s mission.



10Aurora Ready Mix – search RN108966821 at https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/
https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/index.cfm?fuseaction=regent.showSingleRN&re_id=83740667
2016019

Cumulative Impacts – Aurora Ready Mix

https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/
https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/index.cfm?fuseaction=regent.showSingleRN&re_id=837406672016019
https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/index.cfm?fuseaction=regent.showSingleRN&re_id=837406672016019
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Map by Senator Miles (2017)
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Map by Senator Miles (2017)
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• Ozone (and particulate matter) are the proper focus.
• The Low-Income Vehicle Repair Assistance, 

Retrofit, and Accelerated Vehicle Retirement 
Program (LIRAP) is still an opportunity                  
(HB 1351 by Hernandez).

• The Diesel Emissions Reduction Incentive (DERI)
grant program is still the most cost effective.

• TxDOT’s Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ)
program does not work.

• The Light Duty Purchase or Lease Incentive 
Program (LDPLIP) is not meeting Electric Vehicle 
demand.

Texas Emissions 
Reduction Plan (TERP)
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TERP Biennial Report (2021-2022)
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/air-quality/terp/publications/sfr/79-22.pdf

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/air-quality/terp/publications/sfr/79-22.pdf
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TxDOT received $81 million in TERP funds for Congestion Mitigation Air Quality. 
CMAQ achieved a cost effectiveness of $2,183,929 per ton of NOx reduced.

This makes CMAQ 248 times more expensive than DERI, which achieved a cost 
effectiveness of $8,787/ton NOx during FY 2020-2021.

CMAQ is not effective

https://ftp.txdot.gov/pub/txdot/gov/hb-4472-terp-report.pdf

https://ftp.txdot.gov/pub/txdot/gov/hb-4472-terp-report.pdf
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TERP Biennial Report (2021-2022)
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/air-quality/terp/publications/sfr/79-22.pdf

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/air-quality/terp/publications/sfr/79-22.pdf
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Climate Action
HB 57 by Rep. Zwiener – climate change impact
report, greenhouse gas inventory, and climate
change action plan.
HB 585 by Rep. Raymond – plan to protect water
treatment facilities from catastrophes
HB 846 by Rep. Reynolds – creating the Climate
Change Impact Assessment Council.
HB 1797 by Rep. Hernandez - public school policy
to prevent heat stress.
HB 3193 by Rep. Zwiener – updating rules on rainfall
intensity, duration, and frequency.
HB 3326 by Rep. Goodwin – extreme weather
adaptation plans for state agencies.
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HB 3193 – rainfall intensity

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Failures-of-floating-roof-
tanks-during-Harvey-12269513.php#photo-14156120;
https://www.citizen.org/article/under-water-unaware/

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Failures-of-floating-roof-tanks-during-Harvey-12269513.php#photo-14156120
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Failures-of-floating-roof-tanks-during-Harvey-12269513.php#photo-14156120
https://www.citizen.org/article/under-water-unaware/
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Methane and the Railroad 
Commission

Bills in Energy Resources:
HB 1276 by Rep. Hinojosa – reducing flaring on University lands.
HB 1385 by Rep. Gervin Hawkins – study on the accuracy of flaring 
reporting.
HB 1459 by Rep. Rosenthal – policy to eliminate routine flaring.

https://www.eenews.net/articles/how-epas-draft-methane-rule-targets-super-emitters/
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/08/05/epa-permian-basin-texas-methane-pollution-climate-change/

https://www.eenews.net/articles/how-epas-draft-methane-rule-targets-super-emitters/
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/08/05/epa-permian-basin-texas-methane-pollution-climate-change/
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P-13 – oil and gas wells for 
freshwater production

The 
Legislature 
should not
delegate 
authority for 
the P-13 
program to 
the TCEQ.

https://www.rrc.texas.gov/media/ltcaukal/finalp-13-92104.pdf

https://www.rrc.texas.gov/media/ltcaukal/finalp-13-92104.pdf
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Concrete & Aggregates Industry

Harris County 
Concrete Batch 
Plants (HCPCS, 
2022)

https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=4c19ad08f8574f70a6582a1
87ef2118d&extent=-96.1654,29.3493,-94.1371,30.3344

https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=4c19ad08f8574f70a6582a187ef2118d&extent=-96.1654,29.3493,-94.1371,30.3344
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=4c19ad08f8574f70a6582a187ef2118d&extent=-96.1654,29.3493,-94.1371,30.3344
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Concrete Batch Plant
Houston’s Third Ward
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Concrete Crusher
Houston’s Second Ward
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Aggregate Mining
Vulcan Quarry @ 1604 in San Antonio
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Cumulative Impacts - Gunter West Group of CBPs – Pic 4

Facing southwest, Taken Jan 2021

Nelson Bros Wildcatter Redi Mix

Preferred Mat LLCTerra EnterpriseMetroplex Gunite

Courtesy of Gunter Clean Air



26A.k.a. Yellow Jacket Ready Mix – search RN104920046 at https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/
https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/index.cfm?fuseaction=regent.showSingleRN&re_id=86155733
2006095

Setbacks – Integrity Ready Mix

https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/
https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/index.cfm?fuseaction=regent.showSingleRN&re_id=861557332006095
https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/index.cfm?fuseaction=regent.showSingleRN&re_id=861557332006095
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Road entrainment - Schumier Rd, Houston TX
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Dirt Roads Paved Roads
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Best Management Practices
• Traffic

• Traffic optimization to limit 
residential exposure

• Speed limits (10 mph 
paved/5mph unpaved)

• Roads
• Paved Roads
• Water dust suppression on 

roads
• Vacuum sweep paved areas 
• Road sweepers
• Hand sweeping and 

damping of road edges and 
pathways

• Process Areas
• Paved process areas
• Water mist dust suppression 

in working areas
• Chlorides or other chemical 

dust controls on unpaved 
areas

• Vehicles
• Cover vehicles carrying 

loose material
• Wheel washing facilities
• Designated vehicle location
• Delivery and off-loading 

procedures 
• Truck loading bay roof and 

enclosure
• Loading bay control 

equipment 

• Operational
• loading rate limits
• Loading sequence controls
• Immediate spill cleanup to 

minimize waterway 
contamination

• Increase suppression activity 
during dry/windy periods

• Suppression for dry/dusty 
deliveries

• Equipment
• Covered conveyor belts 
• Drive-over hoppers
• Enclosed or covered 

conveyors 
• Conveyor belt cleaners
• Underground or covered 

transfer

• Stockpiles
• Underground aggregate 

bunkers
• Wet dust suppression
• Bin storage, bin enclosure
• Wind shields
• hoardings and/or sheeting to 

reduce migration

• Vegetative cover 
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Best Management 
Practices

Covered conveyors

Wide, paved roads

Fuel containment

Courtesy of Jill Shackelford, former owner/operator.

Dry plant technology

Dust suppression
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Concrete & Aggregate Reform
• HB 94 by Rep. J. Johnson – allows the executive director of the TCEQ to consider local
impacts when approving a concrete batch plant permit.
• HB 124 by Rep. J. Johnson – concrete batch plants in municipalities without zoning
must apply for the “enhanced controls” permit.
• HB 344 by Rep. J. Johnson – written notice to residents of concrete batch plant permit
applications in large cities.
• HB 372 by Rep. J. Johnson – doubling the residential setback to 880 yards for rock
crushers and certain concrete plants.
• HB 406/407 by Rep. Collier, HB 926 by Rep. Dutton, HB 1387 by Rep. Walle –
allowing schools, places of worship, day-cares, hospitals, and medical facilities to
request a contested case hearing for a concrete plant. HB 406/407 also allows people
within 880 yards of a concrete plant to request a contested case hearing (increased
from 440 yards).
• HB 758 by Rep. Walle – clarifying that a request for a contested case hearing may be
made any time during a comment period that the TCEQ has extended.
• HB 759 by Rep. Walle – providing an administrative appeal of the TCEQ executive
director’s decision to approve a concrete batch plant permit.
• HB 2391 by Rep. S. Thompson – municipalities may request contested case hearings
on concrete batch plants.
• HB 2392 by Rep. S. Thompson – giving approval authority for concrete batch plant
permits to certain large cities and counties without zoning (Houston and Harris County).
• HB 137 by Rep. S. Thompson – combines HB 2391 & HB 2392.
• HB 2905 by Rep. Goodwin – concrete batch plant permitting reform.
• HB 3624 by Rep. Isaac – reclamation plans for rock crushers.
• HB 3658 by Rep. Isaac – air monitoring at aggregate and concrete facilities.
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Questions?

Adrian Shelley, ashelley@citizen.org, 512-477-1155

mailto:ashelley@citizen.org

	Slide Number 1
	Today’s Subjects – a high-level view
	TCEQ Sunset – Public Engagement
	Slide Number 4
	TCEQ Sunset
	TCEQ Sunset
	Slide Number 7
	Fewer than 5% of TCEQ investigations are complaint based
	TCEQ Sunset – further reform
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Texas Emissions �Reduction Plan (TERP)
	Slide Number 14
	CMAQ is not effective
	Slide Number 16
	Climate Action
	HB 3193 – rainfall intensity
	Methane and the Railroad Commission
	P-13 – oil and gas wells for freshwater production
	Concrete & Aggregates Industry
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Cumulative Impacts - Gunter West Group of CBPs – Pic 4
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Concrete & Aggregate Reform
	Questions?

