
November 3, 2017 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell   The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 

Majority Leader      Minority Leader 

United States Senate     United States Senate 

Washington, DC  20510     Washington, DC  20510 

 

The Honorable Orrin Hatch    The Honorable Ron Wyden 

Chairman      Ranking Member 

Committee on Finance     Committee on Finance 

United States Senate     United States Senate 

Washington, DC  20510     Washington, DC  20510 

  

Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Schumer, Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member 

Wyden: 

 

The undersigned organizations, representing workers, healthcare providers, public health experts, 

women, people of color, consumers, and people of faith are committed to advancing public health, 

including by supporting rapid approval of funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), 

Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) and other vital health programs whose funding expired on 

September 30. Fully funding these programs is essential to ensuring that children and marginalized 

communities have access to the care that they need. 

 

We were encouraged by the cooperative approach taken in the Senate under the leadership of 

Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden to develop a strong, bipartisan bill to extend funding of 

CHIP for five years through the Keep Kids’ Insurance Dependable and Secure (KIDS) Act of 2017. 

 

At the Finance Committee markup of the bill, Chairman Hatch spoke to his work with Sen. Ted Kennedy 

in developing the program 20 years ago, stating:  

 

“[T]o this day, I remain proud of what we were able to accomplish with CHIP and believe that it 

is a prime example of what can accomplish when both parties work together.” 

 

We agree. That is why we were disappointed with the partisan approach taken regarding funding offsets 

for CHIP and community health centers in the House Energy and Commerce Committee. Rather than 

working in the bipartisan spirit that has helped keep CHIP a success for two decades, Chairman Walden 

advanced a partisan bill with poison pill offsets that undermine other vital healthcare programs. 

 

The proposed partisan offsets diminish U.S. health care1,2 through slashing funding for the Prevention 

and Public Health Fund, potentially weakening the universal nature of Medicare, imposing new 

challenges for people with limited means to maintain health insurance coverage by cutting the qualified 

                                                           
1 http://familiesusa.org/blog/2017/10/house-chip-bill-includes-harmful-partisan-funding-mechanisms 
2 https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/assessing-the-new-house-republican-chip-bill 



health program grace period, and making it more difficult for people who rely on Medicaid to receive 

prenatal and preventive pediatric care by altering third-party liability rules. 

 

We call on the Senate to reject the partisan approach taken in the House and instead to continue 

forward with the bipartisan approach taken in crafting and advancing the KIDS Act.  

 

The Senate should move forward with bipartisan healthcare measures that improve American’s access 

to health care by lowering prescription drug prices and stabilizing the individual insurance market. 

 

Polls3 repeatedly4 demonstrate5 that lowering prescription drug prices is a top health care concern for 

Americans. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) and Joint Committee on Taxation (JCT) estimated 

that eliminating cost-sharing reductions (CSRs) would raise premiums by 20% in 2018 and more in 

subsequent years.6 

 

We thus propose this menu of bipartisan policy proposals that would not only offset spending for CHIP, 

FQHCs and other health programs, but also strengthen American health care and lower costs for 

patients and consumers. 

 

 Stop the brand-name pharmaceutical industry from abusing regulations to prevent or delay 

generic competition. The CBO has estimated that the CREATES Act would save the federal 

government $3.3 billion over the next decade.7 The FAST Generics Act would save the federal 

government $2.35 billion over the next decade.8 

 Stop anti-competitive pay-for-delay deals between brand-name and generic drug companies 

that forestall price-lowering generic competition. The Preserve Access to Affordable Generic 

Drugs Act would save the federal government $2.9 billion over the next decade.9 

 Expediting access to biosimilars by reducing the period of biologic regulatory exclusivity from 12 

to seven years would save taxpayers $7 billion over the next decade.10 

 Stabilize the individual health insurance market by reinstating cost-sharing reductions. The 

Bipartisan Health Care Stabilization Act of 2017 would save taxpayers $3.8 billion over the next 

decade.11 

 

                                                           
3 https://www.kff.org/slideshow/public-opinion-on-prescription-drugs-and-their-prices/ 
4 https://www.harvard.edu/media-relations/stat-harvard-poll-dismayed-by-drug-prices-public-supports-
democrats-ideas 
5 https://cdn1.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/94/2017/09/POLITICO-Harvard-Poll-September-2017-
Top-Priorities-for-Congress.pdf 
6 https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/115th-congress-2017-2018/reports/53009-costsharingreductions.pdf 
7 https://www.leahy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/CREATES%20Act%20-
%20Press%20Background%20Materials%20updated%204.24.17.pdf 
8 https://welch.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/welch-mckinley-introduce-bipartisan-bill-increase-
consumer-access-drive 
9 https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/114th-congress-2015-2016/costestimate/s2019preliminary.pdf 
10 https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BUDGET-2017-BUD/pdf/BUDGET-2017-BUD.pdf 
11 https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/115th-congress-2017-
2018/costestimate/bipartisanhealthcarestabilizationactof2017_0.pdf 



Every one of the proposals listed above has received bipartisan support, and every one of them has 

spillover effects, beyond the savings provided to the federal government, that make health care more 

affordable for American patients and consumers.  

 

Please work together to pass funding for CHIP, community health centers and other important health 

programs and consider the policies above to maintain the bipartisan progress of the KIDS Act. 

 

Passing a health package that funds health care for children and other vital health programs as well as 

lowers drug prices and stabilizes the individual health insurance market would be a win-win for your 

constituents. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Public Citizen 

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 

American Muslim Health Professionals  

American Nurses Association 

Black Women's Health Imperative 

Breast Cancer Consortium 

Center for Medicare Advocacy 

Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes 

Connecticut Center for Patient Safety 

CPD Action 

Daily Kos 

Doctors for America 

Franciscan Action Network 

Health Care for America Now 

Housing Works 

Jacob's Institute of Women's Health 

National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 

National Black Justice Coalition 

National Council of Jewish Women 

People of Faith for Access to Medicines 

People's Action 

Protect All Children's Environment  

Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law 

School-Based Health Alliance 

Social Security Works 

The Society for Patient Centered Orthopedics 

Unite for Reproductive and Gender Equity 

Youth Alliance for Health and Human Rights 


