
 
March 15, 2018 
 
Dear Speaker Ryan, Leader Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Leader Schumer, Chairman Frelinghuysen, Ranking 

Member Lowey, Chairman Cochrane, Vice Chairman Leahy, Chairman Cole, Ranking Member DeLauro, 

Chairman Blunt and Ranking Member Murray:  

 

Public Citizen is a national consumer advocacy organization with more than 400,000 members and 

supporters. We write to you today to urge you not cave to pharmaceutical industry demands to 

maintain its profiteering from the Medicare Part D donut hole. 

 

Last month, as part of the bipartisan budget deal reached in Congress, policymakers agreed to increase 

the discounts the pharmaceutical industry must provide for drugs purchased in the donut hole from 50 

percent to 70 percent.1 That increased discount is projected to result in modestly lower federal 

government and beneficiary spending for prescription drugs in Part D through lower premiums, as well 

as lower costs for health plans. But news reports suggest that the prescription drug industry is lobbying 

against this proposal to reduce its profiteering, and Congress is considering conceding to these 

demands. 2   

 

Nearly one in four Americans report that they or another family member did not fill a prescription 

because of cost.3 Patients across the country demand relief from high drug prices, not another giveaway 

to the pharmaceutical lobby.4 The last thing that Congress should do is include in the omnibus a pharma 

giveaway that would undo the modest improvement made to help lower patient and government 

spending on prescription drugs. 

 

Instead, Congress should advance measures to lower prescription drug prices by leveraging government 

negotiating power to attain lower drug prices for Medicare Part D, stopping price spikes by penalizing 

drug companies that pad their profits by sharply increasing prices, and curbing the monopoly abuses of 

industry that delay cost-lower generic competition.5 These are measures with overwhelming public 

support. 

 

                                                           
1 http://avalere.com/expertise/life-sciences/insights/impact-of-coverage-gap-discount-changes-in-budget-
agreement  
2 https://www.politicopro.com/health-care/whiteboard/2018/03/doughnut-hole-policy-likely-to-change-in-
omnibus-794389  
3 https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2545691  
4 https://www.kff.org/slideshow/public-opinion-on-prescription-drugs-and-their-prices/  
5 https://www.citizen.org/access-medicines-america  
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The CREATES Act (S. 974, H.R. 2212) is one commonsense measure that has robust support across party 

lines, throughout civil society, and from major health care industry groups.6 Congress should pass this 

measure without delay. 

 

We call on you to put the needs of patients and consumers around the country struggling to afford 

medicines ahead of the demands of prescription drug company lobbyists. Please do not decrease the 

pharmaceutical industry’s donut hole discount. 

 

Sincerely, 

Robert Weissman, President, Public Citizen 

Steven Knievel, Access to Medicines Advocate, Public Citizen 

                                                           
6 http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/372535-coalition-of-44-groups-calls-to-pass-drug-pricing-bill  
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