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October 30, 2001

The Honorable (ale Norton
Secretary of the Interior
Department of the Interior
1849 C 5., N.W. '
Washington, D.C. 20240-0001

Dear Secretary Norton:

I appreciate your response 1o the August 1 letter that Conpressman Calvert,
Congressman Lewis and 1 sent you asking aboul the Cadiz water project. You helped to
clarify some important issues af concern.

1 would like to teke the opporhunity to ask some additional questions about the
menitoring plan that [ hape you odn also pravide clarification on. I would also like to
Tequesl an extension of the protest pesiod that is set to expire on November 5 sa that [ and
other interested parties have sufficient time io Tespond 1o any new information that you
raay be able to provide about the project. ' :

|, [t was not clear to me how much natjve groundwater the proponents of
this project sesk 10 take out over the 50-year life of the project. The
Final E18 does not seem to indicate the target or projected quantity of
native groundwater 10 be cxtracted. Can the BLM and the general
public determine whether the project will make gconomic sense and the
likelihood of snvirenmental impacts without that information?

2.  What are the prnpnsad mitigation measures for the project's potential
environmental impact? Is this consisient with what is reguirad by
NEPAT

3 At least one geologist that Thave heard fron claims that the recharge
rate is a necessary picce of information to tuly agsess the likelihood and
severity of impacts from this prajeet on the aquifer and overlying lands.
What leads you to believe that such i formation is nol vitat before
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bepinning the projuct?

4. Ciiven the scientific and public crificism of the monfroring sysiem and
the preponderance of evidenes that the recharge raté is no more than
5 000 aore-feet/ycar why doesn't BLM simply limit the project 10
Colorade River water stoTage and no more than 5,000 acre-feetfyear of
gruundviatur mining? g

I apyprociate your attention 1o this matter.

Sineersly yours,

T
P S Teeain
Tianne Feinstetn
United Staics Senatar



