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FOIA 2018-00513 
  
March 16, 2018 
  
Paul Alan Levy 
Public Citizen Litigation Group 
1600 - 20th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 
plevy@citizen.org 
  
Dear Paul Alan Levy: 
  
Subject: Freedom of Information Act Requests dated March 1, 2018 and March 8, 2018 
National Park Service (NPS) National Mall and Memorial Parks (NAMA) National Capital Region 
(NCR). 
 
This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests dated March 1, 2018 and 
March 8, 2018, in which you requested: 
 

(1) The complete, unredacted permit application for the "talent show" that is to take place on the 
National Mall on March 25, with March 24 as a rain date, application F-18-052; 
(2) All documents that show the date when Application F-18-052 was received; 
(3) All documents showing whether and when additional markings were added to Application FR-
18-052 after it was originally submitted; 
( 4) All documents pertaining to the handling of Application F-18-052, including communications 
to and from the applicant, such as about the "conflicting" application to use the National Mall for 
"March for Our Lives"; 
(5) All documents pertaining to the handling of the application from Deena Katz for the use of the 
National Mall on March 24, 2018, for "March for Our Lives"; and 
(6) Applications F18-050, F18-051, F18-053, and F18-054. 

 
Upon further review, your request is granted in part and denied in part. Regarding item 3 of your request, 
we have no responsive records. Five files that are responsive to items 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 of your request 
were previously posted on our FOIA Frequently Requested Documents website: 
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/foia/foia-frd.htm. Portions of 17 pages, however, were redacted from the 
posted files under Exemption 6, which allows us to withhold information that if released would 
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.   
 
The records you have requested are maintained within a Privacy Act System of Records (NPS-1) and 
contain information relating to individuals other than yourself. The information being withheld consists of 
personally identifiable information (PII), including social security numbers, home addresses, personal     
email addresses, and cell phone numbers.   
 
While reading news stories relating to upcoming permitted special use activities on the National Mall, we 
noted potentially threatening comments being posted to online media sites in response to several news 
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stories. A number of these comments were directed specifically at the individuals who applied for and 
were granted filming permit F18-052. Commenters demanded to know the identity of the applicants so 
that they could  “approach”, “shame”, or “steamroller” them in order to “convince”, put “pressure on”, 
“persuade”, or demand that the applicants “give up”, “withdraw”, “pull”, or “yield” their permit in favor 
of the March for Our Lives event.  
 
As such, we have determined that disclosing the identity of the applicants for F18-052, including 
information relating to the name and organizational affiliation of their student group, prior to such time as 
they conduct their special use activity, could subject these individuals to online harassment, bullying, 
intimidation, threats or even possible physical harm. Accordingly, we find that the individuals to whom 
this information pertains have a substantial privacy interest in withholding it.  
 
The National Park Service has publicly released permit applications received before and after the 
application for F18-052. In addition, documentation relating to the processing of F18-052 has also been 
made available on our FOIA website. We have therefore determined that disclosing either the identity of 
the applicants for F18-052 or the name and organizational affiliation of their student association, which 
would link directly back to one of the permit applicants, would shed little or no light on the operations or 
activities of the National Park Service. Because the potential harm to personal privacy is greater than 
whatever public interest might be served by disclosure, we have determined that the release of the 
information that is being withheld would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy of these 
individuals. Accordingly, it was withheld under Exemption 6. 
 
Pursuant to regulation, 43 CFR 2.24(b) the following persons are responsible for this denial: 
 

Christopher Watts 
NPS NCR FOIA Officer 

 
Charis Wilson 
NPS FOIA Officer 

 
Additionally the following attorney was consulted during the preparation of this response: 
 

Jason Waanders, Office of the Solicitor 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

 
After receiving your March 1, 2018 request we classified you as “other” for the purposes of calculating 
fees. We also note that you requested expedited processing and a fee waiver in your March 8, 2018 
request. However, we do not bill requesters for FOIA processing fees when the material is readily 
available to the general public and/or the fees are less than $50.00, because the cost of collection would 
be greater than the fee collected. See 43 C.F.R. § 2.49(a)(1). Accordingly, your request for a fee waiver 
and expedited processing are moot.  
 

You have the right to appeal this denial of your request. You may file an appeal by writing to: 
 

Freedom of Information Act Appeals Officer 
Office of the Solicitor 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
MS-6556-MIB, 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
foia.appeals@sol.doi.gov 
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Your appeal must be received no later than 90 workdays after the date of this final response. The appeal 
should be marked, both on the envelope and the face of the appeal letter, with the legend "FREEDOM OF 
INFORMATION APPEAL." Your appeal should be accompanied by a copy of your original request and 
copies of all correspondence between yourself and the National Park Service related to this request, along 
with any information you have which leads you to believe the records are available, including where they 
might be found, if the location is known to you. Please note, appeals received after 5 p.m. EST will be 
considered to have been received as of the following day. 
 
Also as part of the 2007 OPEN Government Act FOIA amendments, the Office of Government 
Information Services (OGIS) was created to offer mediation services to resolve disputes between FOIA 
requesters and Federal agencies as a nonexclusive alternative to litigation. Using OGIS services does not 
affect your right to pursue litigation.   
 
You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways: 
 

Office of Government Information Services (OGIS)  
National Archives and Records Administration  
Room 2510 
8601 Adelphi Road 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
Email:   ogis@nara.gov  
Phone:   301-837-1996 
Fax:   301-837-0348 
Toll-free:   1-877-684-6448 

 
Additionally, because the National Park Service creates and maintains law enforcement records, we are 
required by the Department of Justice to provide the following information, even though it may or may 
not apply to your specific request. Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and 
national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV 
2010). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a 
standard notification that we are required to give all our requesters and should not be taken as an 
indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 
 
We appreciate your interest in the National Park Service. If you have any questions about this letter, 
please contact me at christopher_watts@nps.gov or cwatts@nps.gov.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact FOIA Liaison, Charis Wilson at (303) 969-2959 or via email at 
charis_wilson@nps.com with any further questions or concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Christopher Watts 
Freedom of Information Act Officer, National Capital Region 

cc:  
Ms. Charis Wilson, Ph,D., CRM 
NPS FOIA Officer 
12795 W. Alameda Parkway 
P.O. Box 25287 
Denver, Colorado 80225-0287 


