United States De:pa:ctment of the Inteniar

' OFFICE OF THE
Washington, D& 2240

1= Dijanne Peinsteln -
United Stalas Sepate

Waghingion, D.C. 20510
Diear SenatcT Feinseein:

Thapk you for youl legey af Ocwbef a0, 2001, w0 Secse1aty of the Interios Gale A. Nomom.

" rhe ‘Empnal‘-'d Cadiz Groomdwars Srorage 2nd Dry-Tcar Supply Frograrm Seeretary
Weron has-asked me 16 respond-

1 amn pleased that you foand our seprernbe 2§ yegponse 10 YOI ezrher ety helpful in elanifying
soqne Of YU concerns egarding TS project. Az Yo e, we are in the final prolest peried for
this project, wiieh ends Navember 5- 'This prowesl perind, following eXIEnsive pulblic coSEDER

The BLM s planning regulations at 43 CFR, 1610.5-2 swi=: -Tpe protest shall be in writng aud
chall be fled with the Diractor. The protst <hall be filed within 30 days of the date the
Ervirounental Froprden AgECY published the notice of receddl of the foal enviropmeatal
jippact statement comtgining the plan of amendmeat 3 the w

: n io the rogulations e extension. She prots period 13 imited 18 30 deys 0l part
pecaass: B profester tnuks have Parﬁdpamd in the p}anrdug procEas amd bachuse They cEO anky
profest 3n isske alveady raised DY the puklis- The protest St only state why the responsible
official’s propos<d Aecision is brlieved 10 DE WIOTE: ep 71 =hould not TEE o than 30 Aays.

Mogeover, while the B1M hes commenty arprepded the Ueo ent” petind ol controversigl dratl
. pesoorce TATAgCEoent plans and El§s, we have newer gronted an extension To 4 Protest pexiad,
We do net believe it would be fair To the thousands of protestors: Who filed on omc of the
npndreds whe WeXs denied an extension te make an exceplion and grant one at this e,

I regrel thet we are unable 1o graGL 4B pxtensicn of the pra@st period. 1 do nore that yen have |
asked fous additional questions a5 B folloaup o Yo exrlier lewer. and 1 pove agked BLM
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gical Survey and the

Seaze Directol ke Pocl 2nd pis cowhterpats Ak the U.5-
questions 85 quichdy #S pogsible.
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