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LULAC Opposes CAFTA 
Latino Groups Voice Unity Against Trade Agreement 

Washington, DC – The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) joins several immigrant 
rights and Latino community organizations today on Capitol Hill to oppose the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement (CAFTA).  The groups will present formal letters denouncing CAFTA and demanding 
that U.S. Members of Congress vote against the proposed free trade agreement. 

 

This month LULAC passed a resolution at its national assembly in opposition of the Central American 
Free Trade Agreement. The resolution explained the various reasons why CAFTA would cause further 
harm for U.S. Latinos and Hispanics abroad.  “Like NAFTA, the passage of CAFTA would cause more 
harm than good by further encouraging the relocation of manufacturing jobs to cheaper labor markets 
pitting U.S. Latinos and Mexicans against citizens of the global south in a race to the bottom,” said 
LULAC National President Hector Flores.   

 

In order to become law, CAFTA must be voted on by the US Congress and those six country's legislative 
bodies.  Business and government forces have been lobbying hard for CAFTA, and this week Salvadoran 
President Tony Saca met with President Bush about the deal, while trade and labor ministers from the 
region promoted CAFTA at a press event last week.  Meanwhile, labor unions and social organizations in 
the U.S, Central America, and the Dominican Republic have united in opposition to CAFTA.  

 
"LULAC is firmly committed to addressing the issue of equitable and sustainable economic development 
for Central America.  We fear that CAFTA will unleash enormous losses for workers in the region as it is 
currently designed.  LULAC not only works on economic development issues, but we are equally 
working to resolve immigration problems in the United States. If CAFTA is enacted, we fear that we will 
be trying to stem a tide of desperate undocumented immigrants.  The proof lies in the results stemming 
from the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which has more than doubled undocumented 
immigration from Mexico since its enactment," said Gabriela D. Lemus, Ph.D., LULAC National 
Director of Policy and Legislation.  
 
LULAC’s resolution describes the many reasons why CAFTA falls short of being acceptable, including 
its lack of adequate enforcement provisions for violations of internationally recognized labor and 
environmental standards; and it provisions that would allow corporations a substantial amount of power 
to challenge the countries’ governmental standards in these areas.  Accordingly, LULAC as an 
organization, resolved to call upon state-level organizations and local chapters to educate members about 
the negative impacts of NAFTA and the threat CAFTA poses to workers’ health and prosperity. 
 
The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) is the oldest and largest Latino civil rights 
organization in the United States.  LULAC advances the economic condition, educational attainment, 
political influence, health, and civil rights of Hispanic Americans through community-based programs 
operating at more than 700 LULAC councils nationwide.  # # # 


