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Overwhelming Majority of Americans Support Medicare Negotiation
Public Citizen Analysis Finds Misleading Claims About Patient Support in Letter Opposing Efforts to
Reduce Prescription Drug Prices

On Tuesday January 15, the National Osteoporosis Foundation wrote members of Congress on behalf of
a claimed “224 patient organizations” opposing congressional efforts to empower the government to
negotiate lower drug prices for Medicare Part D through striking the so-called “non-interference clause.”

Public Citizen analyzed the signatories list and found only 223 groups listed. Nearly half (46%) are not
patient organizations at all.

102 Organizations on COF Letter who do not Primarily Represent Patient Interests

Group Type Number

Industry 53

Physician or Other Provider 33

Agricultural Group 5

General Non-Profit 4

Unknown 3
2
1
1

Government
Law Firm
Think Tank

53 are industry interest groups that do not represent patients, including trade associations like MassBio
and the Virginia Chamber of Commerce. The groups have a clear interest in maximizing drug
manufacturer profits on behalf of their member companies.

56 signatories are state affiliates of just 7 national organizations, leading to double-counting.

Of the 120 patient organizations signing the letter, at least 61 (51%) received financial support from
prescription drug corporations, which oppose government price negotiation on behalf of Medicare.
While such funding may not always influence organizational policies, it often makes groups more
sympathetic to industry positions and more willing to respond to industry requests for support on issues
which they may have little expertise.

A 2017 poll found that 92 percent of Americans support “allow[ing] the federal government to negotiate
with drug companies to get a lower price on medications for people on Medicare.”! Despite Big

Pharma’s attempts to confuse the debate, the choice for Congress should be clear.

The full findings appear below.

1 Kaiser Family Foundation, Kaiser Health Tracking Poll - Late April 2017: The Future of the ACA and Health Care &
the Budget, (2017), available at http://kff.org/report-section/kaiser-health-tracking-poll-late-april-2017-the-future-
of-the-aca-and-health-care-the-budget-rx-drugs/



Table 1:

102 Organizations on COF Letter who do not Primarily Represent Patient Interests

Organizatio | National | Type Source

n or State

Alliance for | National | Physician | https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-

Patient network/

Access

American National | Physician | https://www.plasticsurgery.org/

Society of

Plastic

Surgeons

BIO National | Industry https://www.bio.org/

Caregiver National | Other https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-

Action Provider network/

Network

Caregiver National | Other https://www.caregivervoicesunited.org/

Voices Provider

United

Council for | National | Industry https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Council_for_Affordable_

Affordable Health_Coverage

Health

Coverage

Healthcare | National | Industry https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Healthcare_Leadership_

Leadership Council

Council

HealthHIV | National | Other https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-
Provider network/

National National | Agricultur | https://www.nationalgrange.org/

Grange al Group

National National | Other https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-

Minority Provider network/

Quality

Forum

Robert F. National | General https://rfkhumanrights.org/

Kennedy Nonprofit

Human

Rights

The Latino | National | Industry https://www.thelatinocoalition.com/AboutUs

Coalition

The National | Industry https://www.nprchamber.org/about-us/

National

Puerto

Rican

Chamber of

Commerce

Third Way | National | Think https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/drug-
Tank trade-group-quietly-spends-dark-money-to-sway-policy-and-




voters/2018/07/30/7b1014ee-93df-11e8-818b-
€9b7348cd87d_story.html?utm_term=.d18774d141ad

U.S. Rural
Health
Network

National

Unknown

https://usruralhealthnetwork.org/

us
Chamber of
Commerce

National

Industry

https://www.uschamber.com/

Advocates
for
Responsibl
e Care
(ARxC)

State

Other
Provider

http://www.advocatesforresponsiblecare.org/who-we-are/arxc-
partners-and-patient-resources

Alabama

Council for
Behavioral
Healthcare

State

Other
Provider

http://alcouncil.org/members/

Ames
Chamber of
Commerce

State

Industry

https://www.ameschamber.com/

AZ BIO

State

Industry

https://www.bio.org/council-state-bioscience-associations

Bio
Nebraska
Life
Sciences
Association

State

Industry

https://www.bio.org/council-state-bioscience-associations

Biocom

State

Industry

https://www.bio.org/council-state-bioscience-associations

BioForward
Wisconsin

State

Industry

https://www.bio.org/council-state-bioscience-associations

BioNJ

State

Industry

https://bionj.org/about-bionj

Bioscience
Association
of North
Dakota

State

Industry

https://www.bio.org/council-state-bioscience-associations

BioUtah

State

Industry

https://www.bio.org/council-state-bioscience-associations

Black,
Gifted &
Whole
Foundation

State

General
Nonprofit

https://www.blackgiftedwhole.org/

CalAsian
Chamber of
Commerce

State

Industry

http://www.calasiancc.org/

California
Association
of Area
Agencies
on Aging

State

Other
Provider

http://www.c4a.info/




California
Chronic
Care
Coalition

State

Other
Provider

https://www.californiachroniccare.org/?fbclid=IwAR1BrtixSGertS-
giZR6E7VNeScPnVxDODRIqwVqRIfpQALWgdagyWlmreo

California
Hepatitis C
Task Force

State

Other
Provider

http://www.californiahcvtaskforce.org/about.php

California
Life
Sciences
Association
— CLSA

State

Industry

https://www.bio.org/council-state-bioscience-associations

Central
Florida
Behavioral
Health
Network

State

Other
Provider

https://www.cfbhn.org/

Centro de
Mi Salud,
LLC

State

Other
Provider

http://www.centromisalud.com/page/

Chicago
Hispanic
Health
Coalition

State

Other
Provider

https://www.chicagohispanichealthcoalition.org/

Colorado
Bioscience
Association

State

Industry

https://www.bio.org/council-state-bioscience-associations

Colorado
Business
Roundtable

State

Industry

https://www.cobrt.com/

Community
Health
Action
Network

State

Other
Provider

http://www.chanhd.org/pages/how-it-works.php

Community
Health
Charities of
Nebraska

State

Other
Provider

https://www.chcne.org/what-we-do/

Connecticu
t
Bioscience
Growth
Council

State

Industry

https://www.cbia.com/bioscience/

CSRA Area
Agency on
Aging,
Augusta GA

State

Governm
ent

https://csrarc.ga.gov/area-agency-aging




Danio
Connect

State

Industry

https://www.danioconnect.com/

Danio Diary

State

Industry

https://www.daniodiary.com/about/

Delaware
Academy of
Medicine /
Delaware
Public
Health
Association

State

Physician

https://delamed.org/?page_id=48

Delaware
BioScience
Association

State

Industry

https://www.bio.org/council-state-bioscience-associations

First Step
House

State

Other
Provider

http://www. firststephouse.org/about-us

Florida
Society of
Rheumatol

ogy

State

Physician

https://www.floridarheumatology.org/about

Florida
State
Hispanic
Chamber of
Commerce

State

Industry

http://www.fshcc.com/

HealthCare
Institute of
New Jersey
(HINY)

State

Industry

http://hinj.org/

Illinois
Biotechnol
ogy
Innovation
Organizatio
n

State

Industry

https://www.illinoisinnovation.com/illinois-biotechnology-
innovation-organization

Indiana
Health
Industry
Forum

State

Industry

https://ihif.org/

lowa
Biotechnol

ogy
Association

State

Industry

http://www.iowabio.org/

lowa State
Grange

State

Agricultur
al Group

http://www.grange.org/iowastate/

Kentucky
Access to

State

Unknown

http://www.kyaccesstocare.com




Care
Coalition

Kentucky
Chamber of
Commerce

State

Industry

https://www.kychamber.com/

Kentucky
Life
Sciences
Council

State

Industry

http://kysciencecouncil.org/

Life
Sciences
Pennsylvani
a

State

Industry

http://www.lifesciencespa.org/

Los Angeles
Area
Chamber of
Commerce

State

Industry

https://lachamber.com/

MassBio

State

Industry

https://www.massbio.org/

Medical
Alley
Association

State

Industry

https://medicalalley.org/

Medical
Oncology
Association
of Southern
California,
Inc.

State

Physician

https://moasc.org/sponsors/

Metropolit
an
Milwaukee
Association
of
Commerce

State

Industry

https://www.mmac.org/

MichBio

State

Industry

https://www.michbio.org/?

Michigan
Osteopathi
c
Association

State

Physician

https://www.domoa.org

Missouri
Biotechnol
ogy
Association
(MOBIO)

State

Industry

https://mobio.org/

Montana
BioScience
Alliance

State

Industry

https://www.montanabio.org/




NAACP
New York
State
Conference

State

General
Nonprofit

https://www.nysnaacp.org/

National
Association
of Hispanic
Nurses
Houston

State

Other
Provider

http://nahnhouston.org/

NC State
Grange

State

Agricultur
al Group

https://www.ncgrange.com/

Nevada BIO

State

Industry

http://www.nevbio.org/

New
England
Biotechnol

ogy
Association

State

Industry

https://www.newenglandbiotech.org/

New Jersey
Association
of Mental
Health and
Addiction
Agencies,
Inc.

State

Other
Provider

https://www.njamhaa.org/about-us

New
Mexico
Biotechnol
ogy &
Biomedical
Association

State

Industry

https://www.nmbio.org/

NJ Mayors
Committee
on Life
Sciences

State

Governm
ent

https://www.njlm.org/466/Mayors-Committee-on-Life-Sciences

North
Carolina
Biosciences
Organizatio
n

State

Industry

http://www.ncbioscience.net/

Ohio
Association
of Free
Clinics

State

Other
Provider

https://ohiofreeclinics.org/who-we-are/frequent-questions.html

Ohio State
Grange

State

Agricultur
al Group

http://www.ohiostategrange.org/

Oregon
Bioscience

State

Industry

https://www.oregonbio.org/




Oregon
State
Grange

State

Agricultur
al Group

http://orgrange.org/

Rio Grande
Valley
Partnership

State

Industry

http://rgvpartnership.com/

Rogue
Valley
Urology

State

Physician

https://www.roguevalleyurology.com/

Senior
Voices NW

State

Unknown

https://twitter.com/seniorvoicesnw

South
Dakota
Biotech

State

Industry

http://www.sdbio.org/

Tennessee
Association
of Adult
Day
Services

State

Other
Provider

https://www.taads.net/

Texas
Association
of Business

State

Industry

https://www.txbiz.org/

Texas
Association
of
Manufactur
ers

State

Industry

https://manufacturetexas.org/

Texas
Healthcare
and
Bioscience
Institute

State

Industry

https://www.thbi.com/

The
Psychosoci
al
Rehabilitati
on
Association
of New
Mexico

State

Other
Provider

http://psranm.com/

Utah
Advocates

State

Law Firm

https://www.utahadvocates.com/

Utah
Coalition of
La Raza

State

General
Nonprofit

https://www.uclr.org/

Virginia Bio

State

Industry

https://www.vabio.org/




Virginia
Chamber of
Commerce

State

Industry

https://www.vachamber.com/

Virginia
Hispanic
Chamber

State

Industry

https://www.vahcc.com/

Visa

State

Industry

https://www.visa.com/globalgateway/

Visiting
Nurse
Association
of
Pottawata
mie County

State

Other
Provider

https://www.vnatoday.org/

Visiting
Nurse
Association
of the
Midlands

State

Other
Provider

https://www.vnatoday.org/

Wilderman
Physical
Therapy,
LLC

State

Other
Provider

https://www.wildermanphysicaltherapy.com/

Wisconsin
Association
of
Osteopathi
¢ Physicians
& Surgeons

State

Physician

https://www.waops.org/Pages/Welcome.aspx

Wisconsin
Manufactur
ers &
Commerce

State

Industry

https://www.wmc.org/

Wisconsin
Nurses
Association

State

Other
Provider

https://www.wisconsinnurses.org/

Wisconsin
Rheumatol

ogy
Association

State

Physician

https://wi-rheum.org/about-us/mission-statement.html

Yuma
Chamber of
Commerce

State

Industry

https://www.yumachamber.org/

Table 2:

56 State Affiliates of 7 National Organizations

Organization

Affiliates

National Alliance on Mental Iliness

18




US Chamber and state/local chambers 11

BIO and related state industry organizations 10

Easter Seals

Grange

Mental Health America

Visiting Nurse Association

Table 3:

61 Patient Organizations on COF Letter that Take Pharma Funding

Organization

National
or State

Pharma Funding Source

ADAP
Advocacy
Association

National

http://www.adapadvocacy.org/support.html

American
Autoimmune
Related
Diseases
Association

National

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-383027574

Colorectal
Cancer
Alliance

National

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-860947831

Community
Access
National
Network
(CANN)

National

http://www.tiicann.org/partners.htmltcipl

IFAA —
International
Foundation for
Autoimmune
&
Autoinflammat
ory Arthritis

National

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

Lupus and
Allied Diseases
Association

National

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

National
Hispanic
Council on
Aging

National

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

National
Osteoporosis
Foundation

National

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-363350532

RetireSafe

National

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/




The AIDS
Institute

National

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

The American
Liver
Foundation

National

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-362883000

US Pain
Foundation

National

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

ZERO —The
End of
Prostate
Cancer

National

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-593400922

1in9 The Long
Island Cancer
Action
Coalition

State

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

Alzheimer’s
and Dementia
Alliance of
Wisconsin

State

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

Cancer
Support
Community
Central Ohio

State

https://www.cancersupportcommunity.org/

Coalition of
Texans with
Disabilities

State

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

Des Moines
Womenheart

State

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.womenheart.org/resource/resmgr/Financial/
Standard_31.pdf

Dia de la Mujer
Latina

State

http://diadelamujerlatina.org/events/sponsors/

Easter Seals
North Georgia,
Inc.

State

http://www.easterseals.com/northgeorgia/who-we-are/partners/

Epilepsy
Alliance Ohio

State

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-237284156

Idaho Chapter
— National
Hemophilia
Foundation

State

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#all-organizations

Latino
Commission
on AIDS

State

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-133629466

Lupus
Colorado

State

http://www.lupuscolorado.org/

Massachusetts
Association for
Mental Health

State

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/




Mental Health | State https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

America of

California

Mental Health | State https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

America of

Franklin

County

Mental Health | State https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

America of

Montana

NAMI Alabama | State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-
Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI Cayuga State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

County Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI Dona State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

Ana County Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI FR State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-
Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

Huntington Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI Indiana State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-
Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI lowa State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-
Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI Kansas State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-
Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

Maryland Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI North State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

Carolina Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI North State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

Dakota Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI Ohio State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-
Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI Sioux State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

Falls Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI South State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

Dakota Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI St. Louis | State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-
Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI St. State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

Tammany Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI Utah State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-
Corporate-Sponsorships

NAMI State https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Our-Finances/Major-Foundation-

Wyoming

Corporate-Sponsorships




Northeast
Kidney
Foundation

State

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

Northwest
Parkinson’s
Foundation

State

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-911923159

Prevent
Blindness,
Ohio Affiliate

State

https://www.preventblindness.org/our-partners

Rush to Live

State

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

Scleroderma
Foundation
Washington
Evergreen
Chapter

State

http://www.scleroderma.org/site/PageServer?pagename=wa_home#.XD-
ZcPIKhPY

Sickle Cell
Disease
Foundation

State

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-956155962

Sickle Cell
Foundation,
Inc.

State

https://sicklecellfoundation.org/partners-2/

Sisters
Working It Out

State

http://www.sistersworkingitout.org/

Southern
Arizona AIDS
Foundation

State

https://saaf.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/SAAF16_17 AnnualReport_Email.pdf

Texas Renal
Coalition

State

https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/

The ALS
Association
Greater
Sacramento
Chapter

State

http://www.alsa.org/about-us/sponsors-partners/

The Wall Las
Memorias
Project

State

https://khn.org/patient-advocacy/#organization-954468225

Valley AIDS
Council

State

https://www.aidsunited.org/News/Default.aspx?id=1178

WomenHeart
of Jamestown

State

https://www.womenheart.org/page/About_UsPartners

Wyoming

Epilepsy
Association

State

https://www.wyomingepilepsy.org/partners.html and
http://pubaffairsco.com/steve-knuth/

Methodology Note: We searched organizational websites and publicly available databases to track
pharmaceutical donations. If a parent group accepted pharmaceutical funding, then we assumed the

state affiliate had as well.




