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Presentation Notes
Hello and Good Afternoon. My name is Reshma Ramachandran. I am a rising 4th year medical student at Brown Medical School and serving as fellow this year with the American Medical Student Association. In the next few minutes, I’ll be going over what we perceive as the impact of the TPPA on Clinical Practice.



AMSA Quick Facts 
• AMSA 

– Oldest, largest, student-governed, independent 
organization representing physicians-in-training in the 
United States 

– More than 32,000 members 
– Over 500 chartered chapters in the U.S. and abroad 

• Aspirations 
– Quality, Affordable Healthcare for All 
– Global Health Equity 
– Enriching Medicine with Diversity 
– Professional Integrity, Development,  
 and Student Well-Being 
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Presentation Notes
The American Medical Student Association or AMSA is the oldest and largest independent organization representing physicians-in-training in the US. We are comprised of over 32,000 members and have over 500 chartered chapters in the US and abroad.AMSA is a member organization of the International Federation of Medical Student Associations which is the largest student organization in the world, founded like many after WW2. IFMSA currently has 108 member orgs from 103 countries spanning across 6 continents.



The Heart of Medicine 
• Medical Professionalism 

“employ independent, objective judgment in their 
decisions based on their understanding of best 
practices and best interest of their patients and not 
act of personal self-interest or at the behest of 
interested others” 
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Presentation Notes
At the heart of medicine lies a guiding principle for providers setting a set of ethical standards and motivations by which we should practice by. This concept is called medical professionalism – the American Association of Medical Colleges defines this concept as the expectation that physicians will employ independent, objective judgment 



Most commonly prescribed drugs 
(United States)  

• HCTZ – High Blood Pressure 
• Metformin - Diabetes 
• Amoxicillin – Bacterial Infection 
• Azithromycin – Bacterial Infection 
• Omeprazole – Reflux, Ulcers 
• Amlodipine Besylate – High Blood Pressure 
• Levothyroxine Sodium - Hypothyroidism 
• Lisinopril – High Blood Pressure 
• Simvastatin – High Cholesterol (LDL) 
• Hydrocodone – Pain  
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Today, noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), mainly cardiovascular diseases, cancers, chronic respiratory diseases and diabetes represent a leading threat to human health and development. These four diseases are the world’s biggest killers, causing an estimated 35 million deaths each year - 60% of all deaths globally - with 80% in low- and middle-income countries.



Case Study: Statins 
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When statins became generic, it became much easier for us to provide preventative care for MIs, strokes, etc.



Strengthening patents = limiting choices 

• GPhA study results (8/2/2012) 
– $193 billion in savings in 2011 
– More than $1 trillion in the last decade 

• Meds – largest expense in households 
 
• Our concerns 

– Patent monopolies  Innovation? 
– Innovation = Drug Isomers? 
– TPP Access Window 
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Independent analysis showed cost savings to American consumers and US healthcare system of $1 billion every other day. Study from Niens et al in PLOS Medicine shows that if households were to purchase necessary medicines, a much larger percentage of those who purchased brand name meds would be pushed below the international poverty line compared to those who purchase generic meds



Diagnostic, Therapeutic, and Surgical 
Methods 

• U.S. Patent Law 
– Sought by the American 

Medical Association 
(AMA) 

– Allows patent owners to 
seek damages from 
device manufacturers 
used in procedures but 
not against the medical 
practitioner/hospital 

• TRIPS 
• AUSFTA 
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Examples of Diagnostic, Therapeutic and Surgical MethodsUS Patent Law: Will not fault surgeons and other healthcare providers from performing the best procedure for patients but instead will fault the device manufacturersTRIPS: Article 27 includes exception on patentability for surgical, therapeutic, and diagnostics procedures for humans and animalsAUSFTA: Similarly offers this exception



Drastically Diverged Interests 
• Who are we accountable to? 
• Who are you accountable to? 

 



Thank you for your time and attention. 
 
Questions? Comments? 
Email pff@amsa.org 
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