
The People’s Advocate
New President Positions Public Citizen to Combat Corporations
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Throughout 2009, Public Citizen rallied on 
behalf of the American people on a variety 
of issues — ranging from health care to 
trade. (Above) James Ploeser, senior field 
organizer with Public Citizen’s Global Trade 
Watch division, speaks into a megaphone 
at a September protest of a deceptive 
public relations campaign by the Colombian 
government in Washington, D.C. (for more 
on this issue, see page 10). (Left) An activ-
ist holds a sign supporting single-payer, 
Medicare-for-All legislation at a July rally 
in Washington, D.C. (for more on this issue, 
see page 11).
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A Medicare-for-All, single-pay-
er health care system. Reform 
of the financial industry. Clean 
and sustainable energy. Eco-
nomic justice in the global econ-
omy. Accountability for bankrupt  
automakers.

These are some of the critical 
challenges the U.S. faced in 2009 
and will face in the upcoming 
year. And Public Citizen is deeply 
involved in every one of them, 
championing the public’s inter-
ests and striving to even a playing 
field on which corporations often 
have free rein.

We organized rallies. We lob-
bied federal and state lawmakers. 
We filed lawsuits. We engaged 
our activists. We did all this and 
more.

We also experienced a major 
change within the organization. 
Joan Claybrook stepped down 
from her position as Public Citi-
zen president in January 2009 
(she remains on Public Citizen’s 
boards of directors), and Robert 
Weissman took the helm of the 
organization full-time in Septem-
ber. Weissman is a corporate ac-
countability expert who worked 
for 20 years as editor of Multi-
national Monitor, a Washington, 
D.C.-based magazine that Pub-
lic Citizen founder Ralph Nader 
created to track the activities of 
multinational corporations, par-
ticularly in the developing world. 
From 1995 until he took over as 
Public Citizen’s president, Weiss-
man also served as director of Es-
sential Action, a project formed 
to carry out some of the change 
advocated in the magazine.

“This organization, with its rich 
history of holding power account-
able, is really something of a pub-
lic trust,” Weissman said. “We 
work on behalf of all Americans, 

and it’s a huge responsibility.”
Under Weissman’s leadership, 

Public Citizen already has seen 
success. 

For instance, in December, the 
House of Representatives passed 
a financial reform package con-
taining consumer protections for 
which Public Citizen advocated 
(see page 7). 

Public Citizen also was vic-
torious in making sure GM and 
Chrysler, which both went bank-
rupt in 2009, assumed respon-
sibility for dangerous vehicle 
defects that cause crashes (see  
page 6).

 We also called loudly for Con-
gress to consider single-payer 
health care and worked on the 

ground in several states against 
coal and nuclear plants (see pages 
11, 9 and 8, respectively). In the 
following pages, we detail our ef-
forts and achievements on these 
and many other fronts. 

Countering corporate power 
and standing up for consumers is 
at the core of all of our work. We 
continue the good fight in 2010.
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Automaker Accountability

2009 Highlights

Public Citizen Makes Sure Chrysler, GM Are Held 
Responsible for Post-Bankruptcy Liability Claims 

cIvIl juStIcE
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Public Citizen Litigation Group attorneys often gather to discuss current issues and cases. (Clockwise, from left) Litigation 
Group Director Allison Zieve, fellow Julian Helisek, and attorneys Michael Kirkpatrick, Adina Rosenbaum and Deepak Gupta 
participate in a meeting in December. Attorney Scott Nelson took part in this meeting via video conference.

The U.S. auto industry took a huge hit in 
2009 when two of the Big Three automakers 
— Chrysler and GM — filed for bankruptcy.

During the bankruptcy proceedings, these 
companies tried to insulate themselves from 
accountability to consumers who have been 
or will be injured in defective GM or Chrysler 
vehicles sold before the bankruptcy. Both 
companies wanted to be clear of product li-
ability claims — as well as lemon-law claims — 
for such vehicles.

Public Citizen and other consumer groups 
fought back successfully, saying that the com-
panies should be held accountable.

Public Citizen attorneys Adina Rosenbaum 
and Allison Zieve represented the organiza-
tion, as well as the Center for Auto Safety, 
Consumer Action, Consumers for Auto Re-
liability and Safety, and the National As-
sociation of Consumer Advocates, in chal-
lenging the automakers’ attempts to avoid  
accountability.

After pressure from the groups, GM an-
nounced in June that it would assume liability 
for claims arising from accidents that occur 
after the company’s bankruptcy, regardless 
of when the vehicle was purchased. The au-
tomaker also assumed liability for current and 
future lemon law claims.

And in August, Chrysler said it would as-
sume liability for claims brought by people 
injured in crashes that occur after bankruptcy 
involving cars sold before bankruptcy.

However, people injured in defect-related 
crashes that occurred before the automakers 
went bankrupt are not protected, Rosenbaum 
said. 

GM and Chrysler avoided responsibility for 
those claims.

“We didn’t get everything we wanted, but 
our work forced significant improvements 
that will greatly help consumers injured 
by defective GM and Chrysler vehicles,”  
Rosenbaum said. 

● Working to curb corporate influ-
ence in elections. In 2009, the U.S. 
Supreme Court decided to evaluate, 
in Citizens United v. Federal Election 
Commission, whether to allow corpo-
rations to spend unlimited amounts 
to promote or defeat candidates — 
even though doing so would overturn 
longstanding restrictions. In July, 
key congressional sponsors of the 
McCain-Feingold campaign finance 
law — represented by a legal team 
that includes Public Citizen — filed 
a brief urging the justices to uphold 
campaign finance restrictions. Public 
Citizen also rallied the public against 
the threat to democratic elections. 
However, the court ruled in January 
2010 that corporations have a con-
stitutional right to spend unlimited 
amounts of money to influence elec-
tion outcomes (see page 3). 
 

● Publicizing the dangers of cell phone 
use while driving. As part of a March 
court settlement, Public Citizen and 
the Center for Auto Safety forced 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) to release 
documents detailing the dangers of 
using cell phones — including hands-
free devices — while driving. Public 
Citizen had represented the Center 
for Auto Safety in a lawsuit filed to 
obtain the records. After NHTSA 
released the documents, The New 
York Times ran a front-page story 
on NHTSA’s failure to disclose this 
crucial safety information. That story 
and subsequent ones about the dan-
gers of cell phone use while driving 
sparked congressional hearings on 
distracted driving. 

● Protecting free speech on the  
Internet. Fox affiliate WFLD claimed 
that Progress Illinois, a leading state 
political blog, violated the station’s 
copyright by uploading excerpts from 
news broadcasts to YouTube and 
posting them on the blog. YouTube 
removed the clips and suspended the 
blog’s account. After Public Citizen 
defended the blog’s right to use 
the excerpts, WFLD backed down. 
YouTube restored Progress Illinois’ 
account and clips.  

● Ensuring public access to auto 
database. After 16 years of inaction, 
the federal government launched an 
online database (www.vehiclehistory 
.gov) allowing potential used car buy-
ers to check online — for a nominal 
fee — the validity of a vehicle’s title 
and mileage, and its history of theft 
or damage. Public Citizen had sued 
the government to force it to com-
ply with a 1992 law to establish the 
database. The system’s launch was in 
direct response to this lawsuit.
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Wall Street Reforms

2009 Highlights

‘Too Big to Fail’ Banks Should Be Split Up; People 
Should Have Protection From Predatory Practices

fINaNcIal rEform aND govErNmENt accouNtabIlIty
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Public Citizen President Robert Weissman enlivens the crowd at a rally held in November in front of the Capitol Hill headquar-
ters of Goldman Sachs. Weissman delivered the message that big banks need to be broken up.

● Forging a stronger ethics policy. In 
January, President Barack Obama 
announced a new ethics policy for 
the executive branch that is stricter 
than that of any previous administra-
tion. The best aspects of the policy 
are based on recommendations from 
Public Citizen. For example, the 
policy 1) requires administration ap-
pointees to recuse themselves from 
matters that affect their former em-
ployers and clients; and 2) prohibits 
appointees from accepting gifts from 
lobbyists.   
 
 

● Opening up presidential records. 
Also in January, Obama revoked a 
2001 order by President George W. 
Bush giving current and former presi-
dents, vice presidents and their heirs 
broad authority to withhold or delay 
the release of presidential records. 
Public Citizen sued over the order 
and won a partial victory in 2007, and 
it advocated vigorously that Presi-
dent Obama revoke the order. 
 
 

● Guaranteeing a day in court. In De-
cember, Congress passed a defense 
spending bill with an amendment 
by Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.) that 
prohibits the U.S. government from 
doing business with defense contrac-
tors that deny access to the courts 
to employees who have been raped 
or sexually assaulted on the job or 
discriminated against in violation 
of the Civil Rights Act. Throughout 
the year, Public Citizen lobbied ag-
gressively for this amendment and 
against forced arbitration clauses in 
other contexts. 
 
 

● Championing public financing of 
congressional elections. In March, 
the Fair Elections Now Act (H.R. 
1826, S. 752) was introduced. The leg-
islation, which has more than 125 co-
sponsors in the House of Representa-
tives and was the subject of a July 
House hearing, is modeled on parts 
of successful state public financing or 
“clean elections” programs. The idea 
is to create incentives for small-dollar 
donations and free lawmakers from 
being beholden to wealthy corporate 
donors. Public Citizen is working 
with a coalition of groups to advance 
the bills in both the House and  
Senate.

Public Citizen wants the government to 
break up “too big to fail banks.” And we want 
citizens to be protected from the predatory 
practices that contributed to the biggest eco-
nomic disaster since the Great Depression. 

When Congress addressed Wall Street re-
forms in 2009, Public Citizen and many other 
groups organized protests, lobbied and en-
gaged in grassroots organizing. 

These efforts demonstrated the public’s 
demand for radical changes to the financial  
industry.  

We have won some initial victories. In De-
cember, the House of Representatives passed 
the Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act of 2009 (H.R. 4173). The bill would cre-
ate the Consumer Financial Protection Agen-
cy, designed to protect consumers against 
abusive practices in the financial industry and 
ensure that consumers have the information 
they need to make good financial decisions. 
The bill includes new protections for inves-
tors, establishes liability for credit ratings 
firms, regulates some derivatives, limits the 
amount of debt that financial firms can carry 
and requires a public auditing of the Federal 
Reserve.

But the bill falls far short of what is needed 
to rein in Wall Street, and Public Citizen is lob-
bying the Senate to strengthen it in 2010. 

Some lawmakers are seeking Public Citi-
zen’s advice. 

The organization’s president, Robert Weiss-
man, testified before a congressional panel in 
October, noting that since the 2008 financial 
crisis, big banks have increased in size by swal-
lowing up failing banks. Among other things, 
he recommended that the government split 
up these banks and reinstate the Glass-Stea-
gall Act, which kept commercial banks sepa-
rate from investment banks and other enter-
prises that undertake risky investments. 

Public Citizen also is emphasizing the im-
portance of changing international trade rules 
to make sure they do not undermine govern-
ments’ ability to make and enforce strong fi-
nancial regulations.

In addition, Public Citizen issued reports 
during 2009 about how the financial industry 
wields excessive influence over members of 
Congress. 

“Despite having destroyed their own indus-
try and crashing the national and global econ-
omy, Wall Street continues to dominate the 
policymaking process in Washington,” Weiss-
man said. “But if the public’s fury about the fi-
nancial meltdown and Wall Street bailout can 
be harnessed, we can defeat the banksters and 
win the far-reaching reforms we need. That’s 
Public Citizen’s mission for 2010.”
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energy and the environment

(Left) Public Citizen energy organizer Allison Fisher (far 
right) takes part in “A Christmas Peril,” a street theater 
parody of “A Christmas Carol,” held across the street from 
the Department of Energy in Washington, D.C., in Decem-
ber. The street theater, part of international “Don’t Nuke the 
Climate” action day, brought home the point that nuclear 
power is not a viable solution to climate change. (Above) 
Activists participate in the street theater.

Of all the dilemmas we face, 
the one that will become the de-
fining issue of the next half-cen-
tury is climate change, predicts 
Public Citizen President Robert 
Weissman. On a global level, it 
already is causing the oceans to 
rise, the planet to heat up and 
species to spiral toward extinc-
tion. But the U.S. has yet to take 
any significant steps to address 
climate change.

“The world is on a terribly wor-
risome trajectory,” Weissman 
said. “King Coal, Big Oil and the 
utilities, in addition to other in-
dustrial and agribusiness inter-
ests, have so far thwarted mean-
ingful policy responses to the 
threat of climate change.”

While the Obama administra-

tion is ensuring that the U.S. re-
enters the global dialogue on cli-
mate change, it needs to do more. 
So Public Citizen is pushing it and 
Congress to move quickly and as-
sertively to curb climate change. 

The organization also is chal-
lenging conventional thinking 
about carbon-based fuels and 
nuclear power, calling for a shift 
away from the current corporate-
based structure of energy pro-
duction, which relies on highly 
centralized electricity generation 
through giant coal and nuclear 
plants, and the like. 

Instead, the emphasis should 
be on rooftop solar power, small-
scale wind power and federal 
investment in energy efficiency 
technologies. We are advocating 

this change in philosophy — and 
funding — in legislation moving 
through Congress. The House 
of Representatives dropped the 
ball, passing legislation in June 
that could be a financial boon to 
fossil fuel industries and likely 
won’t do much to reduce green-
house gases. The Senate still is 
discussing its version of the bill 
(see page 1). Public Citizen is talk-
ing to lawmakers and their staffs, 
encouraging activists to get in-
volved and educating the media 
— all to ensure lawmakers keep 
the planet and ratepayers in mind 
as they move forward.  

We also are working at the state 
level. In October, we sued the 
Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality (TCEQ), charging 

that the agency is violating Texas 
law by refusing to regulate green-
house gases as air pollutants. Pub-
lic Citizen contended that, just as 
the U.S. Supreme Court decided 
in Massachusetts v. EPA that the 
U.S. Environmental Protection  
Agency (EPA) must regulate 
greenhouse emissions under fed-
eral clean air laws, Texas courts 
should interpret Texas law to 
stop the TCEQ from ignoring 
greenhouse emissions when con-
sidering applications from power 
companies to build fossil fuel-
burning power plants. 

Our work is receiving recogni-
tion. Tom “Smitty” Smith, direc-
tor of Public Citizen’s Texas of-
fice, received a prestigious Heinz 
Award in October for his renew-

The Climate Change Crisis
Public Citizen Presses Lawmakers to Take Quick, Assertive Action

● Influencing key energy advisory 
committee. Public Citizen’s Energy 
Program Director Tyson Slocum was 
appointed, effective in May, to the 
U.S. Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission’s Energy and Envi-
ronmental Markets Advisory Com-
mittee. As part of the 33-member 
advisory committee, Slocum pushes 
for fairness for consumers and more 
information to be made public about 
existing and planned energy markets.  
   Big investment banks, such as Gold-
man Sachs and JPMorgan Chase, are 
speculators in the futures markets, 
trading on the projected prices of de-
livering raw materials such as natural 
gas and oil.  
   The CFTC regulates the trades and 
contracts based on them. Too much 
speculation results in inflated prices 
for consumers purchasing gasoline or 
paying their utility bills, for instance. 
Slocum uses his seat to stand up for 
the enforcement of consumer  
protections. 

● Protesting new nuclear plants. Dur-
ing 2009, Public Citizen fought at the 
state and federal levels against pro-
posed nuclear power plants. Nuclear 
power is too expensive, dangerous 
and bad for the environment to be 
considered a viable energy alterna-
tive, Public Citizen maintains.  
   But the federal government still 
plans to issue $18.5 billion in federal 
conditional loan guarantees for four 
nuclear utility companies to build 
seven reactors in Georgia, Maryland, 
Texas and South Carolina.  
   The risk is high that the companies 
will default on the loans, meaning 
taxpayers would have to bail  
them out.  
   Public Citizen worked with other 
groups to hold rallies and draw public 
attention to the dangers of nuclear 
energy and the folly of loaning bil-
lions of taxpayer dollars to nuclear 
power companies.  
   Public Citizen organized opposition 
to new nuclear plants in Maryland 
and staged a street theater per-
formance near the Department of 
Energy in Washington, D.C. Public 
Citizen also helped organize opposi-
tion to nuclear plants in Texas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 Highlights 2009 Highlights

● Pushing for stronger fuel economy 
standards. For years, Public Citizen 
has pressured the government to 
issue strong vehicle fuel economy 
standards that would combat climate 
change. In 2009, we saw mixed  
results.  
   The model year 2011 fuel economy 
standard issued by the Obama ad-
ministration in March was not as 
tough as Public Citizen had wanted. 
Each manufacturer’s fleet of cars and 
light trucks, including minivans and 
SUVs, must achieve just 27.3 miles 
per gallon in model year 2011 — an 
improvement of only 2.3 miles over 
the current fleetwide standard of 25 
miles per gallon. But in September, 
the administration proposed much 
stronger fuel economy standards for 
model years 2012-2016, as well as the 
first national standards for green-
house gases from motor vehicles.  
   The proposal would require cars 
and light trucks to meet a fleetwide 
average of 34.1 miles per gallon and 
would limit carbon dioxide emissions 
to an average of 250 grams per mile 
by 2016 (no limit exists now).  
   The standards, which will be final-
ized in March 2010, could be better. 
For instance, the proposal provides 
overly generous “credits” that could 
allow automakers to meet weaker 
standards. Public Citizen has told the 
administration about the need for 
these and other problems to be fixed 
before the standards are completed.

● Rolling Beyond Coal. In September, 
as part of a “Roll Beyond Coal” tour, 
Public Citizen and the Lone Star 
Chapter of the Sierra Club toured 
Texas with a 20-foot-tall inflatable 
“coal plant” to bolster their protest of 
dirty coal-fueled power plants.  
   The two-week tour, part of Pub-
lic Citizen’s Coal Block campaign, 
targeted communities where new 
coal plants are proposed: Waco, Dal-
las, Abilene, College Station, Cor-
pus Christi, Bay City, Houston and 
Austin.  
   Eleven coal-fired power plants are 
proposed or under construction in 
the state.
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able energy advocacy.
We also are teaming up with 

organizations in Texas and 
Maryland to block new nuclear 
plants and in Texas to stop new  
coal plants.

To keep people posted on 
our energy work and energy-
related issues, our energy staff-
ers launched a new blog, www. 
PublicCitizenEnergy.org. 

“Public Citizen is fighting hard-
er than ever for a more sustain-
able energy future,” said Tyson 
Slocum, director of Public Citi-
zen’s Energy Program. “We will 
become even more determined 
— and even more vocal — as Con-
gress continues its debate over 
climate change legislation in 
2010.” 



10   2009 Year in Review PublIc cItIzEN NEwS

globalIzatIoN aND traDE
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James Ploeser (center), senior field organizer with Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch division, directs a September
Public Citizen protest of a deceptive public relations campaign by the Colombian government in Washington, D.C.
Public Citizen helped unmask the campaign as a thinly veiled attempt to promote a North American Free Trade Agreement-
style trade deal between the U.S. and Colombia.

A Positive Trade Agenda
Public Citizen Makes Enormous Strides in  
Promoting a Better Trade Agreement Model

2009 Highlights

● Blocking WTO expansion, demand-
ing WTO turnaround. History was 
made in November 1999, when 
citizen activists shut down the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) ministe-
rial in Seattle to protest the devastat-
ing impact of the WTO’s corporate 
globalization agenda on jobs, wages 
and the environment. Public Citizen 
played a leading role in organizing 
that successful opposition, which 
derailed an expansion of the WTO’s 
powers and scope. Ten years later, 
there is no WTO expansion despite 
repeated attempts. On Nov. 30, 2009 
— 10 years to the day of the Seattle 
protests — trade ministers and their 
corporate allies met in Geneva to try 
again to expand the WTO. Again, 
they failed, as our fight to turn 
around the damaging WTO regime 
gained momentum. Public Citizen 
helped activists organize 180 house 
party screenings of the film “Battle 
in Seattle” and organized an online 
petition signed by more than 10,000 
people to President Barack Obama, 
telling him to uphold his campaign 
promise to fix our failed trade policy. 

● Removing financial deregulation 
from “trade” agreements.  While 
international leaders at the G-20 in 
2009 called for the re-regulation of 
financial services in the wake of the 
global financial meltdown, they also 
called for WTO expansion — which 
would include further deregulation. 
Public Citizen has raised the alarm for 
policymakers, the press and public 
that the major financial institutions 
that wreaked havoc on the global 
economy have used agreements like 
the WTO to lock in their radical de-
regulation agenda and now are trying 
to expand it.  

● Derailing Bush-era pacts. Public Citi-
zen was instrumental in stopping the 
corporate push to revive the failed 
old trade agenda through the passage 
of three “Bush hangover free trade 
agreements.” These are pacts negoti-
ated under the previous administra-
tion that follow the same damaging 
model as the North American Free 
Trade Agreement. We highlighted 
critical reasons the pacts, which are 
pending with Panama, Korea and Co-
lombia, should not come to fruition.  
Our investigations brought attention 
to specific problems. For instance, 
the deal with Panama, which created 
a policy designed to create a compar-
ative advantage in tax-evasion and 
money-laundering services for such 
entities as the bailed-out American 
International Group, would eliminate 
existing tools used to combat finan-
cial crimes.

Through the years, Public Citizen has made 
great progress in halting the expansion of the 
damaging corporate globalization model im-
plemented by “trade” agreements such as the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAF-
TA) and the pact that created the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 

But more than just blocking harmful poli-
cies, Public Citizen has made huge strides, 
particularly in 2009, in promoting a better 
trade agreement model that can capture the 
benefits of trade without the backdoor attack 
on the public interest. 

That vision is embodied by the Trade Re-
form, Accountability, Development and Em-
ployment (TRADE) Act. The bill, sponsored 
by Rep. Mike Michaud (D-Maine) and Sen. 
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), would require an 
evaluation and renegotiation of major past 
pacts, while setting out what must and must 
not be in future U.S. trade agreements to ad-
dress urgent national concerns about food and 
product safety, environmental protection, 
job offshoring, national security and other is-
sues. The bill also sets forth a new negotiating 
procedure to replace the anti-democratic fast 
track system that has been used to push NAF-
TA, WTO and other pacts through Congress. 

Introduced in June in the House of Repre-
sentatives with more than 100 co-sponsors, 
the TRADE Act is designed to deliver on Amer-

icans’ expectations that members of Congress 
and the president will forge a new trade poli-
cy, as they promised during their campaigns. 
The Senate bill was introduced in the fall and 
has nine sponsors.

All too many Americans are personally fa-
miliar with the many harmful effects of the 
current trade regime, which limits U.S. safety 
regulation of imported food and products, 
provides foreign investors with rights to at-
tack domestic environmental and health laws, 
encourages companies to send jobs to low-
wage countries, provides the drug industry 
with patent extensions that jack up medicine 
prices and imposes financial deregulation.

By early 2010, the House bill had garnered 
support from a majority of Democrats. 

 “Considering that this bill is about some-
thing as factious as trade and globalization 
policy, having so many congressional sup-
porters is an amazingly hopeful sign for the 
prospects that President Obama’s campaign 
commitments to trade reform will become 
reality. The TRADE Act represents change we 
can believe in,” said Lori Wallach, director of 
Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch division. 
“It is unusual for so many lawmakers to agree 
on anything, much less 50 pages of very spe-
cific trade reforms also strongly supported by 
consumer, environmental, faith, family farm 
and labor groups.”
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hEalth aND SafEty
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Filmmaker Michael Moore speaks in support of a Medicare-for-All, single-payer health care system at a press conference 
held in September at Public Citizen’s headquarters in Washington, D.C. 

One of the biggest issues on everyone’s 
minds in 2009 was health care — specifically, 
providing it to the more than 46 million unin-
sured in the U.S.

Public Citizen pushed Congress to adopt 
a single-payer, Medicare-for-All health care 
system. Such a system would create a gov-
ernment-financed, national program funded 
by taxes — much like extending Medicare to 
everyone. This would eliminate the wasteful 
spending and high administrative costs of the 
private health insurance industry. A public 
option, which the House of Representatives 
has passed and the Senate rejected, would 
not provide adequate coverage for everyone 
or eliminate the wasteful bureaucracy of the 
health insurance industry.

“The only real solution to the health care 
crisis is to eliminate the health insurance 
middlemen, which would save us $400 bil-
lion a year,” said Dr. Sidney Wolfe, director 
of the Health Research Group at Public Citi-
zen. “A single-payer, Medicare-for-All sys-

tem is real health care reform that millions of  
Americans want.”

Throughout 2009, Public Citizen participat-
ed in rallies, made major media appearances, 
organized and hosted press conferences, 
and lobbied Congress to stand up for such a  
system.

In May, Wolfe appeared on PBS’ “Bill Moy-
ers Journal” to explain the need for a single-
payer system (to watch, visit www.citizen.
org/hrg). In July, he fired up a crowd at a rally 
in Washington, D.C., that attracted more than 
2,000 doctors, nurses, lawmakers, activists 
and others from across the nation.

And in September, the filmmaker Michael 
Moore voiced his support for a single-payer 
health care system at a press conference host-
ed by Public Citizen at our Washington, D.C., 
headquarters. 

Congress hasn’t yet quite gotten the mes-
sage: A single-payer system is what the pub-
lic wants. We’ll keep telling them; that’s why 
Public Citizen is here. 

Health Care for Everyone
Public Citizen Fights for What People Want: A  
Medicare-for-All, Single-Payer Health Care System

● Strengthening Botox warnings. In 
April, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) announced that it granted 
a Public Citizen petition that sought 
to warn doctors and patients about 
the dangers associated with botu-
linum toxin (Botox, Myobloc, Dys-
port). The FDA now requires warn-
ings about the product’s potential 
to spread from the point of injection 
and cause swallowing and breathing 
problems — in the form of a boxed 
warning, a letter to doctors and a 
medication guide handed to patients 
at the time of injection.  

● Rooting out problem doctors. In 
May, Public Citizen issued a report 
documenting that hospitals are fail-
ing to discipline doctors. Even when 
they do, the report showed, they are 
giving doctors lesser penalties for 
negligent or unethical behavior to 
avoid reporting problem doctors to 
the National Practitioner Data Bank 
(NPDB). Public Citizen recommends 
that the government be given the 
power to sanction hospitals that 
don’t adequately oversee doctors and 
to require that hospitals participat-
ing in Medicare abide by reporting 
requirements.  

● Promoting patient safety and de-
bunking medical malpractice myths. 
Public Citizen published three reports 
on this topic in 2009. A July report 
detailed how payments from medical 
malpractice claims fell to the lowest 
level on record in 2008. The second, 
published in August, identified 10 
simple patient safety reforms that 
would save, conservatively, 85,000 
lives and $35 billion per year. The 
third, published in December, shows 
that draconian medical liability re-
strictions in Texas have done nothing 
to improve the health care system or 
lower costs for patients.  

● Ensuring consumer reforms. In 
2009, Public Citizen worked to 
ensure that the government prop-
erly implemented the Consumer 
Product Safety Improvement Act, 
which Congress passed in 2008 (after 
heavy lobbying by Public Citizen) to 
significantly strengthen the safety of 
toys and other consumer products. 
We combated industry attacks on the 
law and advocated before the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission 
on implementation of the new law. 
For example, we made recommen-
dations on how best to create a new 
consumer complaint database, which 
would provide the public dramati-
cally more information on  
safety defects. 

2009 Highlights
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Fiscal Year 2009 Financials

Leadership Support in Fiscal Year 2009*
(Oct. 1, 2008-Sept. 30, 2009)

gIvINg aND fINaNcIalS

Revenue and Support   
Individual Donations ......................................................... $5,979,629 
Publications and Subscriptions .......................................... $2,084,576 
Grants ............................................................................... $2,390,707 
Program Income ................................................................... $126,176 
Rental Income* ...................................................................  $298,098 
Other ..................................................................................... $17,084 
Income from Investments .................................................... $245,594 
Total Revenue and Support ............................................... $11,141,864 

Expenses   
Programs ........................................................................... $7,437,047 
Publications ....................................................................... $2,132,993 
Support Services ................................................................ $2,290,512 
   General and administrative ................ $1,414,590  
   Development ........................................ $875,922  
Total Expenses .................................................................  $11,860,552  
 
Change in net assets** ........................................................ $(718,688)

Torchbearers

Anonymous
Rosalind S. Abernathy
Jason B. Adkins
Winthrop Adkins
Wylie A. Aitken
Alex Aleinikoff
Harold P. Allen
John D. Allen
Laurie A. Amell
Peter G. Angelos
Aria Foundation
David Arpi &  
   Natalie Gubb
Derek Aspacher
Diana M. Attias
Ayudar Foundation
James Bartimus
Eric Bass
Charles W.F. Bell
John & Dee Dee Bell
Joseph Belluck
Joseph M. &  
   Marjorie Belth
Cecilia Junkermann  
   Benner
Tyler Berding
Esther E. Berezofsky
Alan & Susan Berlow
Richard C. Berner
Howard Betts
Mary Alice Bigham
Elizabeth Block
Jack Block
Lisa Blue
Elspeth G. Bobbs
James Bohart
Elizabeth Bohl
David Bonior
David Wm. Boone
Ruth McLean Bowers
Andrew W. Brainerd
Eleanor J. Brennan
Constantine R. Bricca Jr.
Bruce A. Broillet
Peter & Alice Broner
Judith M. Buechner
Linda Burkett
Jeffrey & Deanna Burns
Elizabeth J. Cabraser
Carol C. Campau
Scott Carruthers
Ann S. Carton
John Chamberlain
Nancy Chasen &  
   Don Spero
Mark A. Chavez
Randy & Polly Cherner
Myron M. Cherry
Lucio S. Chiaraviglio
Edward Cohen &    
   Charlene Barshefsky
Robert L. Conason
Roxanne Barton Conlin
Philip H. Corboy &  
   Mary Dempsey
Robert M. Cordova
Phillip & Ann Corin

For almost 40 years, Public 
Citizen has been fighting for 
consumers in every branch of 
government. We are proud to 
recognize the leadership of the 
following members and founda-
tions helping to make our work 
possible. We are enormously 
grateful for their support.

How can you become a 
leadership supporter? 

Contact Assistant Director of  
Development Alice Butler at 
(202) 588-7753 or abutler@ 
citizen.org. 

*Public Citizen strives for accuracy when 
recognizing our valued supporters. If you 
notice any inaccuracies in this list, please 
contact Allison Horowski at (202) 588-
1000 or ahorowski@citizen.org.

Joseph W. Cotchett
Wendell L. Covalt
Richard Cross
Jonathan W. Cuneo
Douglas &  Donna   
   Curling
O. W. Custis
C. Brooks Cutter
Kenneth C. Daly
Daniel Dell’Osso
John D. Diffenbaugh
Christine Doyle
Lewis Drabkin
Leo A. Drey
Richard Edward Dwyer
Carmen A. Eanni
Mike Eidson
Ruth E. Eisenberg
Charles A. Eldridge
Henry & Nancy  
   Elghanayan
Emmons & Elizabeth  
   Ellis
Arnold Ellison
Edith Everett
Richard Faidley
Thomas Fortune Fay
Michael & Miriam Ferris
James M. Finberg
Louis Fisher
Wayne Fisher
Wilmer Fong
Food & Water Watch
Ronald N. Forthofer
Jeffery Fried
Alan Fuchsberg
Harvey Furgatch
Eugene Gabrych
Marie Lee Gaillard
Glenn A. Garland
William C. Gentry
Jack Gillis
Kenneth G. Gilman
Rhoda R. Gilman
Sidney W. Gilreath
David & Sherry Gold
Jeffrey M. Goldberg
Theodore Goldberg
Harry Goldman
Joan Granlund
Ruth Russell Gray
Xan & Bonnie Gregg
Barbara Grodd
Bernard M. Gross
J. Gary Gwilliam
Patrick J. Hagerty
Elisabeth G. Hair
David Halperin
Richard G. Halpern
Frank T. Halpin
Anne Hammond
Hildegarde K. Hannum
Frances Harmon
Linda Louise Harmon
William & Renee Harrell
Cynthia & Leo Harris
Robert W. Harris
Ruth L. Harvey
Keith & Jodi Hebeisen

Howard A. Heffron
John Michael Hershey
Jim Hightower
Arthur & Gwen Hiller
Marvin Hoffenberg
R. Ben Hogan
Wayne Hogan
Neil A. Holtzman &  
   Barbara Starfield
John Howell
Joy Howell
John M. Humphrey
James F. Humphreys
Thomas K. Hunt
Gilbert P. Hyatt
Alan K. & Cledith M.  
   Jennings
Robert L. Jennings &  
   Barbara H. Bott
Arthur W. & Anne H.  
   Johnson
Raymond Paul Johnson
David B. Jones
Milnor & Miriam Jones
Harold L. Kajellen
Helen B. Kaplan
Irving Kayton
Steve Kazan
Bryan Kemnitzer
Albert & Rosemary  
   Kemper
James H. Kendall
David Korten
Nobuko O. Kuhn
Frederick T. Kuykendall
Barbara Kyse
Helen P. Ladd
Evelyn J. Landgraf
Kurt Lang
Anita Suzanne Lanier
Chuck Lapine
Steve D. Larson
John N. Leebrick
Paul Lefort
Thomas Lehrer
Edward M. Levin
Aaron M. Levine
A.R. Levine
Diana Levine
Eleanor Lewart
Michael J. Lewis
David Litman
Dennis J. Loo
Claire S. Lui
Hugh M. Lynch
Mike Maher
Michael P. Malakoff
Patrick A. Malone
Hermine & Sumner  
   Marshall
Dean Mattson
Richard Mazess
Michael Meadors
Cyrus Mehri
John & Caroline  
   Merriam
Ellen Mertins
Thomas J. Methvin
Lisa M. Mezzetti
Wilma S. Mills
Jonathan Minkoff
Morton Mintz
Jean C. Mooring
Carl & Barbara  
   Morgenstern
Michael S. Morgenstern
Alan B. Morrison
Janet Morrow
Mary V. Morse
Kenneth F. Mountcastle
Michael A. Mullett
Thomas J. Murray
Barry J. Nace
Carl & Udine Nash

Anthony Navarro
Scott L. Nelson
Alexander Nerska
Jean G. Nicholas
Michael Nimkoff
North Pond Foundation
Barbara Norton
Jean Nunes
Merry T. O’Donnell
Tamaki Ogata
Gregory O’Kelly
Jack H. Olender
Carol Olwell
Nancy O’Rourke
Venice V. Ostwald
Joseph A. Page
Michelle A. Parfitt
Charlotte Perret
David Perry &  
   Rene Haas
Frank & Helene Pierson
Michael Piuze
Leslie Fay Pomerantz
William W. Pope
Helen Posey
Patricia Powers
Frederic & Maria  
   Ragucci
Judith Randal
Bernard Rapoport
Gertrude Reagan
Patrick M. Regan
Kenneth Reiner
Alec Rhodes
Edward M. Ricci &  
   Mary Lupo
John Richard
Nelson J. Roach
Rockefeller Family  
   Fund 
Catherine Rodriguez
Paul Rolke
Michael P. Rooney
Stanley M. Rosenblatt
Brent M. Rosenthal
Phil & Monica Rosenthal
Richard Rubin
Donald W. Runde
Allen I. Saeks
Dorothy Salant
Deborah Salkind
Margaret E. Saunders
David Schiff
Robert F. Schumann
Judith Screaton
Christian D. Searcy
Edward & Helen  
   Shanbrom
Leon J. Shapiro
Betty & Stanley  
   Sheinbaum
Stephen A. Sheller
Robert Shull
Will Siegfried &  
   Susan Powers
Stephen Silberstein
Steven Skalet
Bill Sklazie
Steve Skrovan &  
   Shelley Powsner
Meredith P. Smith
Gerson H. Smoger
Christine D. Spagnoli
Viola M. Spalding
Girardeau A. Spann
Harris A. Sprecher
Jennifer Stanley
David Stern
Larry S. Stewart
Mary E. Stinski
Harold L. Stokes
Sherwin Stone
Katherine Szaky
John F. Teague

Diana C. Terry
Robert F. Thompson
W. Michael Tierney
Stephen M. Tillery
Murray Tobak
Richard J. Townzen
Susan E. Tripp
Elsie P. Van Buren
David C. Vladeck
Barbara Wachtel
Mona Lisa Wallace
Betty J. Walters
Lorraine M. Ward
Sanford Waxer
J. Dix Wayman
Alan M. Weiner
Henry Weis
Fred Weisman
Mark M. Weiss
Kim S. Wennesland
George B. Whatley
M. Wright Williams
Deborah H. Winant
Sidney Wolfe
Frederick Wolff
F. R. Wollaeger
Amy Woods
George A. Zelcs
Stanley F. Zubel

Partners

Anonymous
Carol Adler
Adler Jarach Fund
Eugenie Ahders
Kelly Allan
Judith C. Areen
Aida M. Armaly
Artist’s Endowment of  
   CCCF
Richard H. Barsanti
Jere Beasley
Rudolf A.H. Bergmann
William T. Birge
Gregory M. Bobrowicz
Gertrude Bock
Silas Bolef
Charles Both
Charles Brainard
David J. Brennan
David Burnham
Stuart Calwell
Robert B. Carey
Judy L. Cates
Thomas S. Chang
Randy & Polly Cherner
Susan N. Clark
Frank Clemente
John L. Cleveland
Louis L. Colen
Basil A. Collins
Sally K. Craig
Asho I. Craine
Jeffrey L. Dennis
Candida M. Dixon
Eve Dorfzaun
David M. Dressler
Robert & Helen  
   Edelman
Louis F. Farese
Louise D. Farthing
Robert C. Fellmeth
Alan Field
Thomas W. Florsheim
Billie Garde
Gerald F. Gilmore
Helen W. Gjessing
Sarah B. Glickenhaus
Lee & Lulu Grodzins
H. David Grunbaum
Robert Hatten
Norbert Hauser
Mervyn L. Hecht

William B. Hillig
Sidney Hollander
Rose Hope
Lana Howard
James L. Hussey
Jay Ittleson
Richard Jenkins
Arthur C. Johnson
Wade C. Johnson
Stewart & Sherry Kahn
Bernard Kastin
Franklin R. Kellogg
David L. Kelston
Charles L. Kerstein
Catherine M. Key
Kelsay Kirk
Mark A. Kleiman
Carol & Richard       
   Klinker
C. L. Knowles
June & Richard Kramer
Henry E. Kudebeh
Stanley Kutler
Edward Labaton
Celinda Lake
Lorene S. Lamb
Betty Latner
Gloria Lechner
William S. Lee
Charles Leiwant
Michael R. Lemov
Joan D. Levin
Seymour Z. Lewin
Lawrence Lewis
Dorthy Lichtenstein
Michael Lighty
Victor Lindner
James Lindsay
Shannon Liss-Riordan
Donna Litowitz
Dorothy Lockspeiser
Aase A. Loescher
George Lord
Ruth Watson Lubic
Edgar Lyngholm
Pat Maloney
Redge A. Martin
Royceann Mather
Cathleen M. McGarity
Gerald McHugh
M. S. Meltzer
Henry A. Meyer III
Gerry H. Milliken
Minneapolis  
   Foundation
Tae Morgan
John Nash
Paul E. Nelson Jr.
Louie Nikolaidis
Kay H. Nosler
Victoria S. Nugent
O’Live Fund
John Oman
Edward Oppenheimer
Mark Pandapas
Charles C. Parsons
Edward J. Pelz
Peter Perlman
Hassel Perrel
Michael Pertschuk
Bernard F. Pettingill
Judy Pierson
David Pinkham
Stephen J. Plank
Marjorie E. Plant
Herbert H. Plever
Thomas A. Pluta
Miriam Pollet
Jean L. Potter
Joyce Reed-Rosenberg
Lois Robards
Diane Robertson
Sandra Robinson
Eugene Rondeau

*Net of Operating Expenses. ** In accordance with Statement of Financial Standards No. 116, Accounting for Contributions Received and Contributions Made, Public Citizen is required to record all grants and contributions in the current fiscal 
year even if the monies have not been received or related expenses have not been expended. As of Sept. 30, 2009, Public Citizen had temporarily restricted net assets of $2,067,811, which represent restricted grants and contributions whose 
donor-stipulated time or purpose restriction has not been accomplished. Several of the net assets included in this amount are intended to be expended over several subsequent years.   

John H. Rowland
William B. Schultz
Howard L. Shirley
Patricia J. S. Simpson
George T. Sinas
Donald H. Slavik
Stanley Sorscher
John M. Spencer
Tom Stanton
Andy E. Stein
Fred Strauss
Dorothy L. Swerdlove
Richard W. Teare
Norma Z. Thimot
Peter D. Thompson
J. L. Thorstenberg
Bettye H. Turitto
Ruth W. Van Horn
Robert Van Ry
Craig Vandergrift
Paul Varkell
Lawrence B. Wallin
Lyle Griffin Warshauer
William B. Wasserman
Barry Waxman
Marta Webster
Donald Weeden
James M. Wellman
Isabelle Werber
Lois Whitman
Wayne M. Willoughby
Michael Withey
James H. Worth
Ronald E. Yako
Nick Zeller

Foundations

Argosy Foundation
Brennan Center for  
   Justice
Center for Study of  
   Responsive Law
Chicago-Kent College  
   of Law
Common Cause
CS Fund
Irene Diamond Fund
The Educational  
   Foundation of  
   America
The Energy Foundation
Equal Justice Works
Ford Foundation 
Houston Endowment
Media Democracy Fund
The Moriah Fund
Park Foundation
Public Campaign
Public Welfare  
   Foundation

Rockefeller Brothers  
   Fund
Solidago Foundation
Union of Concerned  
   Scientists 
Wallace Global Fund
Edna Wardlaw  
   Charitable Fund

Bequests

We are grateful to the 
following individuals 
who recently passed 
away and had the 
foresight to name Public 
Citizen Inc. or Public 
Citizen Foundation 
beneficiary of their will, 
trust, life insurance 
policy or retirement 
plan, or to establish a 
charitable gift annuity.  
Their presence will be 
greatly missed.

Lucille M. Ablan 
Martin Brandeis
David A. Burton
James G. B. Campbell
Rollins K. Cushman
Patricia A. Eagan
Mary J. Frey
Jerome Gewirtz
Judson C. Gray
Urbane Jackson
The Walter P. Keeler  
   and Florence L. Keeler  
   Revocable Trust
Patricia R. Loeb
John J. Lugert
Miriam Lukens
Leo Mazur
Robert L. Morrison
Evelyn B. Neleson 
Meta Osborn
Ruby A. Pashby
Stanley I. Rappeport
James Morgan  
   Rasmussen 
Joann Schwartz 
Silverton Trust
Robert Simha
Francine F. Stauffer
Henry Sumid
Sesco Victor Tipton
George B. Whatley
Yvonne Wiener
Sherman Williams


