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One of the year’s high-
lights was the three-day 
mobilization we helped 
organize in April called 
“Democracy Awakening.” 
Thousands of people came 
to Washington, D.C., from 
throughout the country 
to rally to get big money 
out of politics and restore 
voters’ access to the ballot 
box.

We continue to build 
on the energy generated 
at that event. Other high-
lights include halting the 
dangerous Trans-Pacific 
Partnership agreement; 
successfully persuading 
agencies to curb the use of 
forced arbitration clauses, 
which shut consumers out 
of courts; winning major 
court cases that help en-
sure consumers can band 
together to hold corpo-
rations accountable for 
wrongdoing; gaining stron-

ger protections for workers 
exposed to beryllium and 
silica; protecting patients 
and medical professionals 
from the dangers of pow-
dered gloves; and sending 
a strong message to phar-
maceutical companies that 
they can’t keep price goug-
ing.

We continue to press our 
lawsuit against the Fed-
eral Election Com- mission 
(FEC), contending that the 
agency was wrong when it 
failed to investigate Cross-
roads GPS for not regis-
tering as a political com-
mittee. We are urging the 
court to direct the FEC to 
reconsider.

This annual report high-
lights mile- stones of 2016, 
all united under a common 
banner of progressivism 
that maintains ambitious 
hopes for tomorrow’s pos-
sibilities. u

2016: ADVANCING A PROGRESSIVE AGENDA
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(Top) Thousands march past the U.S. Capitol as part of the Democracy Awakening 
mobilization in April. Participants called for an end to big money in politics. Photo 
courtesy of Rich Kessler. (Bottom) Activists rally at the White House in June 2016, 
demanding democracy reforms. Public Citizen file photo.

In 2016, Public Citizen drove forward an agenda of a more just and 
inclusive democracy; a trade policy that benefits people, not 
multinational corporations; safe workplaces; access for all to af-

fordable medications and safer health care; energy policies that benefit 
people, not major utilities; access to the courts so people can hold corpo-
rations accountable for wrongdoing; and much more. We did so by tap-
ping the energy of activists, building coalitions with local and national or-
ganizations, conducting research, arguing consumers’ interests in courts, 
and petitioning agencies.
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Since the U.S. Supreme Court’s di-
sastrous 2010 Citizens United rul-

ing, which gave corporations and the 
superwealthy the green light to spend 
unlimited sums in elections, Public 
Citizen has been fighting to get it over-
turned. We’ve been part of building a 
large and diverse movement of people 
and organizations that have come to-
gether to restore our democracy. 
 In April 2016—following months of 
organizing and coalition building—
more than 5,000 people converged 
on Washington, D.C., for Democracy 
Awakening—a historic three-day mass 

mobilization. Public Citizen was a lead 
organizer of the effort, which was en-
dorsed by 300 organizations and de-
manded that every voter have access 
to the ballot box and that big money be 
purged from the political system.
 Following Donald Trump’s victory in 
November, it is clear that we are enter-
ing an era of unprecedented conflicts 
of interest and potential for corrup-
tion. Public Citizen’s role as a watch-
dog in the nation’s capital is more es-
sential than ever, and we will be even 
more relentless and vigilant. Among 
the things we have done since the elec-

tion include calling on Trump to sell 
his business to avoid unprecedented 
and far-reaching conflicts of interest, 
releasing research showing the extent 
of corporate ties of his Cabinet nomi-
nees and running an ad during Fox & 
Friends highlighting Trump’s hypoc-
risy in appointing wealthy, elite Wash-
ington insiders to his team. We’ve 
been prominent in the media and have 
helped lead efforts among allies to de-
velop strategies to fight back.
 Follow Public Citizen's work to ex-
pose the real Donald Trump at  www.
citizen.org/trump. u

Public Citizen’s 2016 democracy reports include: 

• “Disrupting Democracy: How Uber Deploys Corporate Power to Overwhelm and Undermine Local 
Government” (May): Uber uses its vast wealth to lobby and undermine local governments.

• “District Development: D.C. Contractors Dominate 2016 District Primaries, Fair Elections Proposal 
Provides a Viable Alternative“ (June): In a city famed for corruption, 40 percent of D.C. Council 
candidates' funding came from the construction and real estate sectors. Public fi nancing of elections 
would restore balance.

• “Big Business Ballot Bullies: In 2016 State Ballot Initiative Races, Corporate-Backed Groups’ 
Campaign War Chests Outmatch Their Opposition by an Average of 10-to-1” (September): 
Corporations spent nearly $140 million in eight state ballot initiative races, crushing the opposition by 
as much as 24-to-1.

• “Promoting a Transparent and Democratic Presidential Transition” Series: A series of reports outlining 
good government principles that the new presidential transition team should adopt.  

• “Corporation-Backed Ballot Initiative Campaigns Spent More than $335 Million, Won 62% of Races 
Where One Side Was Mostly Funded by Corporate Interests” (November): Of 37 ballot initiative 
races in 17 states where at least one side was mostly funded by corporations and business interests, 
the corporation-backed side was victorious in 23 contests.

• “Corporate Interests Infest Trump Transition at Federal Agencies” (November): Of the 75 landing team 
members announced by the Trump transition, 70 percent have a corporate affi liation.
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Power to #WeThePeople

“Public Citizen fights the good fight, taking right action with no frills, no boasting – just knowing what 
has to be done and doing it. Honest, moral, hard working. They keep their eye on the most important 

thing – the promotion of equal rights, the defense of the individual, with compassion for all.”
 – Polly Cherner, Public Citizen member
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On previous page: Thousands march past the U.S. Capitol as part of the three-day Democracy Awakening mobilization in April. Photo courtesy of Rich Kessler. Above: A group 
demonstrates during a march in April. Public Citizen file photo.
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Activists rally at the White House in June, demanding democracy reforms and an executive order disclosing political spending. Public Citizen file photo.

Pushing for disclosure of dark money in elections

In August, Public Citizen appeared in court for 
a key hearing in Public Citizen v. Federal Elec-
tion Commission (FEC). We asked the court to 
declare that the FEC was wrong when it failed 
to investigate Karl Rove's Crossroads GPS for 
not registering as a political committee, and to 
direct the FEC to reconsider.
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From Wells Fargo’s fake accounts 
scandal to Volkswagen’s emissions 

cheating, the onslaught of corporate 
crime and corruption in 2016 was unre-
lenting.
 That’s why Public Citizen stepped 
up efforts to hold big businesses ac-
countable for wrongdoing and defend 
public protections. During 2016, Public 
Citizen fought for greater disclosure of 
corporate political spending, stronger 
and more effective regulation of big 
business and tougher enforcement of 
Wall Street reforms, and pushed back 
against industry attacks on the public 
interest.
 After Wells Fargo was caught open-
ing millions of fake accounts, Public 
Citizen’s policy experts were among the 
loudest voices calling for a multiagency 
investigation into the bank’s wrongdo-
ing, a clawback of executive bonuses, 
prosecution of top bank executives, an 
end to forced arbitration rip-off clauses 
that blocked victims from suing and a 
breakup of the bank. As Public Citizen’s 
financial policy advocate Bart Nay-
lor argued in a book released in June, 
megabanks have grown “too big to fail, 
too big to jail and too big to manage.” 
Wells Fargo’s widespread fraud was 
just a case in point.
 We need regulatory protections and 
tougher enforcement to hold big banks 
and other bad corporate actors ac-
countable, but it’s taking far too much 
time to write the rules that would do 
so. Public Citizen released a series of re-
ports this year illustrating the problem 
of excessive regulatory delay. Contrary 
to the claims made by big business and 
Republican politicians, public protec-
tions now take more than three years 
on average to work their way through 
the federal rulemaking process, and 
rules finished in the final months of a 
presidential administration take even 
longer.
 The attacks on regulatory protec-
tions were part of a coordinated assault 

backed by corporate-funded groups 
like the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
Public Citizen released a report this 
year showing that most of the fund-
ing for the Chamber comes from just a 
handful of corporate megadonors, and 
another report showing how the Cham-
ber uses small business owners as un-
witting pawns in its fight to dismantle 
public protections and rig the rules in 
favor of big business. 
 To push back on corporate political 
power, Public Citizen urged the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
to craft a rule requiring publicly traded 
companies to disclose their political 
spending to shareholders.

As part of that campaign, Public Citizen 
pushed Vanguard, the nation’s largest 
manager of retirement savings, to sup-
port political spending disclosure by 
the companies in which it invests. Pub-
lic Citizen delivered nearly 60,000 peti-
tions in favor of disclosure from current 
and prospective Vanguard customers, 
pressured the company on Twitter and 
pushed the company in traditional and 
social media to advocate disclosure.
 With corporate crime on the upswing 
and an incoming administration packed 
with corporate titans, Public Citizen’s 
government and financial reform work 
is going to be more important than ever 
in 2017. u
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Fighting Back Against Corporate Power 

Top photo: Speakers gather in front of the U.S. Capitol for a press conference in July on a financial 
transaction tax bill to curb speculative Wall Street trading. Lisa Gilbert, director of Public Citizen's Congress 
Watch division, is fourth from the left. Lower photo: Bart Naylor, financial policy advocate at Public Citizen, 
speaks at the "Too Big to Fail" book release in June. Public Citizen file photos.
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Fighting Back Against Corporate Power 
Exposing the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce

While the U.S. Chamber of Commerce may 
claim to represent the interests of hundreds 
of thousands of small businesses, two reports 
from Public Citizen’s U.S. Chamber Watch pro-
gram prove that it is, in fact, a mouthpiece of 
huge corporations.

According to the “The Gilded Chamber” 
report, just 74 entities provide almost 60 per-
cent of the Chamber’s funding, making it ap-
parent that the Chamber is not a voice for the 
vast majority of American businesses, but in-
stead is a tool for those whose ultimate aim is 
the corporate capture of our government.

The second report, “The Chamber of Litiga-
tion,” proves that of the 1,110 lawsuits in the 
past 10 years that the Chamber has been in-
volved in, the Chamber’s legal filings support-
ed at least one Fortune 500 company almost 
60 percent of the time, but supported a small 
business only 7 percent of the time.

Debunking myths about
“midnight regulations”

In July, Public Citizen issued a study con-
cluding that regulations completed during 
the transition periods at the end of the past 
two presidential administrations took more 
time to be developed than those during oth-

er administrations. The report effectively 
debunked claims that rules finalized near 
the end of a presidential administration are 
rushed or sloppily drafted.

While conservative scholars, activists and 
elected officials like to claim fealty to the idea 
that “midnight regulations” are “rushed,” 
“flawed” and the product of “cutting corners,” 
the report exposed this alarmist rhetoric for 
what it is: a simple ploy to prevent agencies 
from promulgating regulations in the final 
months of an administration.

Combating hidden ads
on Instagram

In 2016, Public Citizen pushed for the gov-
ernment to help ensure greater disclosure in 
digital advertising. In a letter to the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC), Public Citizen ex-
horted the agency to strengthen oversight and 
bring enforcement actions to stop the perva-
sive practice of hidden ads on Instagram, a 
picture-sharing social media platform.

Instagram ads disguised as endorsements 
lead consumers to believe that their favorite 
celebrities are making enthusiastic product 
endorsements, when in fact, those celebrities 
were paid and may not even use the touted 
brand. Public Citizen’s research documented 
more than 100 examples of posts made by ce-

lebrities, athletes and average consumers on 
Instagram that most likely were paid ads. Pub-
lic Citizen has continued to call on the FTC to 
enforce its policy requiring paid ads and en-
dorsements to be identified as such.

Campaigning against ads
in national parks

The National Park Service (NPS) proposed 
a policy to actively seek donations from cor-
porate vendors, liberalize rules on “donor rec-
ognition,” drop the current policy that parks 
must be free of commercialism and lift restric-
tions on naming rights in parks. Public Citizen 
opposed the NPS’ plan to sell naming rights 
and advertising space within America’s parks, 
because to do so would dishonor and degrade 
these national treasures now and for future 
generations.

Working with allies, Public Citizen delivered 
more than 200,000 signatures opposing the 
proposed ad policy, with a particular focus on 
the dangers of permitting alcohol ads in parks. 
Despite the massive public outcry, on Dec. 28, 
2016, NPS Director Jonathan Jarvis finalized 
the policy, including the permission of part-
nering with alcohol companies.  But NPS did 
remove a provision from the draft document 
that would have permitted corporate logos on 
exhibits and waysides within parks. u
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT
“We have long been supporters of the wonderful work done by Public Citizen. There are groups 
that try hard to do the right thing, but are so marginalized as to have almost no effect; others seem 
to lose sight of their true goals because they are so intent on gaining or maintaining influence. To 
our mind, Public Citizen represents the ideal of a group that sticks to its (our) best principles while 
continuing to be an important public voice in the fight for social justice.
 Public Citizen has always fought for things that matter, and while it is most important that each 
of us participates actively, in our own communities, to whatever extent we can, it is also imperative 
that we do what we can to support larger and more influential groups, of which Public Citizen is 
a shining example.”

Jerome & Annie Hoffman
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One of Public Citizen’s hallmarks is 
staying power; we push for policies 

that benefit the public until we win. In 
2016, persistence paid off. First, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
banned powdered gloves—18 years after 
we first called for them to be removed 
from the market. Second, the U.S. Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (OSHA) beefed up its protection 
of workers exposed to silica dust, which 
Public Citizen had urged for years. (See 
below.) Similarly, Public Citizen in 2016 
continued its 15-year campaign to press 
OSHA to lower its workplace beryllium 
limit from an outdated level set in 1971 
and achieved victory in January 2017.
 Public Citizen’s access to medicines 
group has long worked with partners in 
developing countries, to help them im-
prove health policies and save lives at 
home while defending against Big Phar-
ma bullying out of Washington. This year, 
our work helped Colombia significantly 
reduce the price of a lifesaving cancer 
medicine. We helped Ecuador’s govern-
ment begin taking competitive bids on 
medicines for the first time in years. And 
we narrowed U.S. government opposi-
tion, driven by pharma lobbyists, to a 
lifesaving provision of Indian law, which 
makes it a little easier for India to contin-
ue to supply lifesaving affordable generic 

medicines to the world. 
 Another organizational hallmark is 
standing up to companies that put the 
profit over public safety. The poster child 

for corporate greed in 2016 was Mylan, 
the pharmaceutical giant that became no-
torious for hiking up the price of EpiPens, 
which millions of allergy sufferers carry 
in case of a severe reaction to a bee sting, 
peanuts or other allergen. After jacking 
up the price of a pair of EpiPens from $100 
to more than $600, Mylan faced swift and 
unrelenting national outrage.
 Public Citizen launched a petition call-
ing for the pharmaceutical company to 
reverse course, and the organization de-
livered more than 700,000 signatures 
to Mylan headquarters outside of Pitts-
burgh. Public Citizen also released re-
search showing that Mylan’s EpiPen price 
in the United States was between three 
and nine times higher than the price in 
other wealthy countries. Mylan respond-
ed to the outrage by offering discounts to 
customers. Our demands for meaningful 
change at Mylan  continues. 
 The focus on Mylan was part of Pub-
lic Citizen’s expanded emphasis on high 
drug prices, which will continue into 
2017. Public Citizen is calling for solutions 
ranging from a windfall profits tax on Big 
Pharma to empowering Medicare to ne-
gotiate drug prices. Public Citizen used 
research to advance other public health 
initiatives in 2016, ranging from limits on 
medical residents’ work hours to access 
to health care information. u

Standing Up to BigPharma

Win! Powdered gloves banned: In December, 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
prompted in part by a 2011 petition from Public 
Citizen, banned powdered surgical and medical 
examination gloves from the market because they pose 
unacceptable dangers to both patients and health 
care workers, and because safer alternatives exist. 
Now, health care workers and patients will be spared 
life-threatening adverse reactions. Public Citizen fi rst 
petitioned for the ban in 1998.

Win! Workers get stronger silica 
protections: The U.S. Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) made history in March 
by updating workplace protections to reduce illnesses 
and deaths related to crystalline silica dust. Public 
Citizen pushed for years for an updated standard.

Public hospitals end formula marketing: 
Nearly all of the largest public hospitals in the country 
have ended infant formula marketing, according to a 
Public Citizen study released in April. 

County jails are ill-equipped to handle 
mentally ill inmates: A comprehensive national 
survey of staff in county jails released in July by 
Public Citizen and the Treatment Advocacy Center 
revealed that county jails are unequipped to deal 
with mentally ill inmates. The study described 
challenges faced by county jail staff, as well as 

solutions including programs to prevent the mentally 
ill from entering the criminal justice system in the 
first place, the provision of adequate mental health 
treatment for seriously mentally ill inmates in jails, 
and diversion of these inmates to treatment in the 
community.

Poll shows patients want limits on work 
hours for medical residents: A national opinion 
poll commissioned by Public Citizen and released in 
September showed that the vast majority of Americans 
favor restricting the work shifts of medical residents 
to no more than 16 straight hours without sleep. The 
poll came as a national accrediting body considered 
allowing fi rst-year residents to work up to 28 hours 
straight—far more than the current 16-hour limit. 

Study shows the need for greater vigilance 
of state medical boards: For years, Public 
Citizen has pushed state medical boards to be more 
accountable in disciplining dangerous doctors. 
A groundbreaking study by Public Citizen health 
researchers underscored the need for continued 
vigilance. Using data from the National Practitioner 
Data Bank, Public Citizen researchers discovered that 
70 percent of U.S. physicians who had engaged in 
sexual misconduct that led to malpractice payments 
or sanctions by hospitals or other health care 
organizations were not disciplined by state medical 
boards for their unethical behavior. 

In August, Public Citizen and other activists delivered 
more than 700,000 petition signatures to Mylan's 
corporate headquarters outside of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
demanding Mylan stop price gouging American 
consumers. Public Citizen file photo.
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Consumers rely on a variety of tools 
to hold corporations accountable 

for wrongdoing: for example, filing in-
dividual lawsuits against a corporation, 
banding together as a group to sue and 
writing online criticisms to warn others 
of bad service or fraudulent behavior. 
In recent years, corporations have tried 
to blunt these tools. Public Citizen has 
fought back, working to preserve con-
sumers’ access to the civil justice system 
and to preserve their First Amendment 
right to criticize companies for poor 
products or service. In 2016, the organi-
zation achieved several key victories.
 A few of our achievements involve our 
continuing effort to eliminate “forced 
arbitration” clauses from consumer con-
tracts. Corporations routinely hide these 
“rip-off clauses” in the fine print of take-
it-or-leave-it contracts to block consum-
ers from suing in court if they are victims 
of hidden fees, fraud, or other illegal or 
abusive behavior. Instead, these clauses 
require consumers to file grievances 
through corporate-friendly arbitration. 
In that private system, consumers gen-
erally have no right to appeal.
 For several years, Public Citizen has 
led a coalition to persuade the Consum-
er Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) 
to curb the use of arbitration clauses in 
financial contracts. In April 2016, Public 
Citizen wrote a letter joined by 163 allies 
calling on the agency to restrict forced 
arbitration in consumer contracts. The 
CFPB responded in May by proposing to 
prohibit forced arbitration clauses that 
prevent consumers from participating 
in class-action lawsuits in court—a cru-

cial step forward. During the rule’s pub-
lic comment period, Public Citizen and 
allied groups flooded the agency with 
more than 100,000 comments from in-
dividual consumers backing the pro-
posal. The CFPB is expected to finalize 
the rule in early 2017, although its fate 

in a Trump administration remains un-
certain.
 Students at predatory for-profit col-
leges also have been victimized by 
forced arbitration clauses embedded in 
enrollment paperwork. Many for-profit 
schools target specific populations of 
students— articularly people of color, 
low-income individuals and veterans—
using questionable recruitment prac-
tices. Many of these schools provide an 
inferior education with low-quality pro-
grams, few support services and abys-
mal graduation and job placement rates.
 In 2016, Public Citizen spearheaded 
an effort to pressure the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education to curb the use of 
forced arbitration clauses by colleges. 
In February, Public Citizen submitted a 
citizen petition to the department ask-
ing it to bar the use of forced arbitration 
by colleges that receive federal funding. 
Public Citizen then submitted extensive 

comments and suggestions on the de-
partment’s subsequent proposed rule. 
In October, the department finalized a 
rule prohibiting colleges that participate 
in the federal Direct Loan program from 
using forced arbitration clauses in en-
rollment forms. The new rule is a game-
changer for thousands of students who 
will finally have a realistic opportunity 
to have their day in court if defrauded by 
their higher education institution.
 Nursing home contracts are a third 
arena where arbitration clauses have 
harmed people. Public Citizen and oth-
ers last year called on the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
to prevent nursing homes from taking 
away the legal rights of their residents 
through the use of forced arbitration. 
Such clauses have blocked seniors and 
their loved ones from accessing the 
court system when they are victims of 
severe neglect, abuse, serious injury or 
death at a facility.
 In September 2016, CMS issued a rule 
that would block the use of forced ar-
bitration in admission contracts, but 
in November, a federal judge in Missis-
sippi blocked its implementation. Public 
Citizen will continue to push for it to be 
fully implemented and enforced. In ad-
dition, the U.S. Supreme Court is consid-
ering a case involving the use of forced 
arbitration clauses in powers of attorney 
signed by family members of patients in 
nursing homes, and Public Citizen has 
submitted an amicus curiae brief sup-
porting the lower court’s decision that 
the arbitration clauses at issue in that 
case are unenforceable. u
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Preserving Access to Courts

Appellate court reverses decision shielding 
complaints about immigration judges: More than 
three years after Public Citizen filed a public records lawsuit 
on behalf of an immigration group seeking information on 
alleged misconduct by immigration judges, an appellate 
court reversed a lower court decision ruling against us. 
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit disagreed with the government’s contention that 
the privacy interests of immigration judges categorically 
outweigh the public’s interest on disclosure, particularly 
when the complaints concern on-the-bench conduct and 
repeat offender judges. The court sent the case back to the 
district court with instructions that the government make a 
more specific showing.

Win! U.S. Supreme Court upholds class-action 
suit against Tyson Foods: In a victory benefiting 
thousands of workers, the U.S. Supreme Court in March 
ruled 6-2 in Tyson Foods Inc. v. Bouaphakeo that Tyson 
Foods workers were entitled to litigate, as a class, their 
claims for lost wages due to violations of wage and hour 
laws. The company had argued that the workers should not 
have been able to join together in a single lawsuit because 
each worker’s claimed loss was different. Public Citizen 
served as co-counsel for the workers in the Supreme Court.

Public Citizen wins precedent-setting Yelp 
case: A Texas state court dismissed a lawsuit against a 
couple who was being sued for criticizing a Dallas pet-
sitting business on Yelp. The case is believed to be the 
first involving a non-disparagement clause in a consumer 
contract in which a court has held the clause unenforceable. 
Companies are increasingly using such clauses—which 
forbid the consumer from posting criticisms online—to 
silence dissatisfied consumers. Public Citizen represented 
the couple, arguing that they had a First Amendment right 
to criticize the company online. 

Win! Preserving class actions: In Campbell v. Ewald, 
the U.S. Supreme Court rejected a corporate push to block 
the use of class actions for wrongdoing that inflicts small 
losses on large numbers of people. In this case, consumers 
sued a company that sent thousands of marketing text 
messages without their consent. The company offered the 
named plaintiff $1,503 to settle the case. Although the 
plaintiff rejected the offer, the company argued that the 
case should be dismissed because of the offer. In January, 
the Supreme Court held that a defendant in a class-action 
lawsuit cannot avoid liability to an entire class by offering 
to pay damages only to the named plaintiff. Public Citizen 
served as co-counsel for the plaintiff in the Supreme Court.
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In 2016, Public Citizen challenged big 
energy corporations in a number of 

arenas, making significant gains.
 In Texas, Public Citizen helped ensure 
that electricity rates will decrease for 
all residential Austin customers. When 
Austin Energy, the city-owned electric 
utility, went through a process to adjust 
rates earlier this year, Public Citizen’s 
Texas office made sure that rate 
decreases will extend to all residential 
customers and that Austin Energy 
develops a financial plan to retire at least 
one unit of the coal-fired Fayette Power 
Project by the end of 2022. 
 The outcome of another initiative 
bodes well for Illinois energy consumers. 
In January 2016, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) ruled 
that the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator (MISO) rules for the 
2016-17 power auction were not just 
and reasonable. This came after Public 
Citizen filed a complaint alleging that 
the auction for 2015-16 violated the 
Federal Power Act’s requirement that 
all electric rates be just and reasonable, 
because Houston-based Dynegy, Inc. 
had manipulated the capacity auction. A 
future order will address Public Citizen’s 
allegations surrounding the 2015-16 
auction; Illinois residents could see a 
refund of tens of millions of dollars.
 Because FERC is difficult to navigate, 
especially for individuals, in March, 
Public Citizen led a coalition of more 
than 30 consumer and environmental 
organizations in petitioning the 
agency to create and fund an Office 
of Public Participation. Such an office 

was authorized by Congress in 1978 
but never created. Among the duties 
of such an office would be to provide 
financial compensation to public interest 
intervenors.
 Another agency that is tough to navigate 
for consumers is the U.S. Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission (CFTC). 
Public Citizen’s Energy Program director, 
Tyson Slocum, is a member of the CFTC’s 
Energy and Environmental Markets 
Advisory Committee, and watchdogs the 
agency from that perch.
 In February, The New York Times 
covered his successful efforts to blow 
the whistle on and stop an effort by 
the lone Republican commissioner to 
collude with Wall Street and the oil 
industry to undermine critical Dodd-
Frank consumer protections in energy 
markets, called position limits.  Position 
limits stop a single or small group of 
energy traders from controlling too 
much of a given market, and they are 
critical to protecting consumers from 
efforts by speculators to corner a market 
and drive up prices.  
 Finally, Public Citizen worked on the 
state and federal front to stop the state 
of New York from providing $8 billion 
in ratepayer-funded payments to three 
of the state’s old nuclear reactors via tax 
credits.
 The unprecedented bailout would 
prop up a financially unsustainable 
industry and divert resources away from 
investments in renewable energy and 
energy efficiency.
 Public Citizen is challenging the 
bailout at the FERC.

Addressing climate change
Last year was the hottest year on record 
globally. With climate change continuing 
to pose an existential threat to the planet, 
Public Citizen worked on multiple fronts 
to move the country away from fossil 
fuels and toward renewable energy.
 In Texas, Public Citizen ramped up 
its campaign to ensure that when the 
Panama Canal expansion sends more 
traffic into the Port of Houston, it doesn’t 
also increase diesel emissions at the port 
through additional truck and rail traffic. 
As part of the campaign, Public Citizen 
released a poll showing that air pollution 
is a serious problem for Houstonians and 
they support emissions reductions.
 Public Citizen in 2016 continued 
to promote the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Clean Power 
Plan, the first-ever federal rule curbing 
carbon pollution from power plants. In 
September, Public Citizen filed a brief in 
support of the EPA with the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, which heard 
an industry challenge to the plan. Because 
Texas refused to adopt a plan to implement 
the new federal rules, our Texas office has 
been hosting meetings with more than a 
dozen other groups to develop strategies 
to comply with the Clean Power Plan 
absent state leadership.
 Public Citizen also participated in a 
coalition demanding the U.S. Department 
of Justice investigate Exxon’s climate 
science cover-up, and we led a coalition 
letter with 30 other groups to Fox News, 
urging it to use the summer management 
shakeup as an opportunity to start 
reporting accurately on climate change. u
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Public Citizen helped organize a protest at the D.C. Public Service Commission in 2016 over a proposal by the energy giant Exelon to take over Pepco, the local utility. 
Public Citizen file photo.

Protecting Consumers Against Predatory Energy Corporations

Watchdogging the oil and gas industry
When it comes to regulating the oil and gas industry, 
other oil and gas producing states outshine Texas, a Public 
Citizen study released in August shows. Public Citizen 
looked at the best practices of eight states that produce oil 
and gas and are facing similar issues to Texas in terms of 
seismic activity and water contamination. Public Citizen 
is calling for the Texas agency that oversees the industry 
to undergo significant changes in structure, transparency, 
funding, inspections and environmental protection. 

Protecting people from nuclear waste
Public Citizen, along with three other leading national 
and Texas groups, in October called on the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission to terminate its review of the license 
application for a controversial nuclear waste dump. Waste 
Control Specialists wants to build an interim high-level 
nuclear waste dump in Andrews County, West Texas, 
that would require up to 40,000 metric tons of highly 
dangerous nuclear waste to be shipped by rail to Texas 
from throughout the country. 
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“I support Public Citizen because it is one of the few organizations that focuses on the core principle of 
democracy: One person, one vote. Campaign finance reform, fair and representative districting, automatic 
voter registration, and a constitutional amendment to make the presidency based on the total popular vote 

are all practical steps toward equal representation that Public Citizen supports.”
– Jay McClelland, Public Citizen member

GLOBALIZATION & TRADE
9

Delegates protesting the TPP at the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia in July 2016. Credit: exposethetpp.org

Victory: Stopping the TPP in 2016
Throughout 2016, Public Citizen’s 

Global Trade Watch focused relent-
lessly on educating the public about the 
dangers of the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP). Ultimately, the United States 
withdrew from the TPP process.
 But that’s not all our trade program 
did in 2016.

Highlighting dangers of the Inves-
tor-State Dispute Settlement sys-
tem
We helped to raise concern about In-
vestor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS), 
a previously little-known provision in 
corporate-rigged “trade” deals. This 
system empowers multinational com-
panies to sue the U.S. government be-
fore a panel of three corporate lawyers 
to obtain unlimited sums of money 
from taxpayers when a corporation be-
lieves U.S. laws or policies violate their 
special foreign investor privileges.
 Public Citizen intensified a public ed-
ucation campaign through social media 

and a website,  ISDScorporateattacks.
org. Collaborating with the Columbia 
Law School’s Center for Sustainable In-
vestment, we organized a letter against 
ISDS, signed by more than 200 preemi-
nent legal and economics scholars, in-
cluding President Barack Obama’s Har-
vard law mentor Lawrence Tribe, former 
California Supreme Court Justice Cruz 
Reynoso and Nobel-winning economist 
Joseph Stiglitz. Public Citizen’s Global 
Trade Watch also created a live web fea-
ture that allows people to find the firms 
in their state and community that could 
attack domestic public interest policies 
were pacts like the TPP implemented. 

Laying out a positive trade agenda
In September, Lori Wallach, director of 
Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch, 
worked with Jared Bernstein, former 
chief economist for Vice President Joe 
Biden, to publish a booklet laying out 
progressive “rules of the road” for trade 
and globalization and write a cover sto-

ry for The American Prospect. Public Cit-
izen has released a short video on this 
agenda, available at tradewatch.org. 

Monitoring results of past “trade” 
deals
In 2016, Public Citizen’s Global Trade 
Watch continued to track the outcomes 
of past pacts and produced economic 
and analytical materials for civil soci-
ety and policymaker allies. Among the 
key outcomes of this work were regular 
press releases tracking the failings of 
the free trade agreements (FTA) with 
Colombia, Peru, Korea and Panama that 
helped prove the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) model was a 
failure that should not be expanded via 
the TPP. The group also maintained the 
only complete summary and tracking 
of all U.S. FTA investor-state cases; and 
launched new web features providing 
state-level breakdowns of the outcomes 
of past agreements on jobs, wages, agri-
culture and more. u
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2016 LEADERSHIP GIFTS

TRUSTEES 
($25,000+)
Elizabeth Cabraser
Mark Chavez
Polly and Randy Cherner
Abe and Ida Cooper Foundation
Thomas Fortune Fay
Caragh Fay
Andrew Friedman
Jonathan Gertler
D. Howard Gold
The Sheila Gold Foundation
Neil Holtzman
Thomas and Evelyn Hunt
Ray Kahler
Taras Kick
Shannon Liss-Riordan
Brad Moore
Daniel Shih
Stephen Silberstein
Ian Simmons
Steve Skrovan and Shelley Powsner
Gerson Smoger
Jeremy Stoppelman
Roger Townsend

PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
($10,000-$24,999)
Jason Adkins and Karen Kraut
Franz and Marcia Allina
Bob and Jacquelin Apsler
Robert Bramson
Daniel Castellaneta and Deborah 
Lacusta
Jeanne Cebulla
Elliot Conn
Michael Donovan
George Farah
Steven Fineman
Food & Water Watch
Gary Gwilliam
Margie Haley
Keith Hebeisen
Molly Hoffman
Bob Jennings and Barbara Bott
Adam Koranyi
Alice La Prelle
Laura Lichtenstein
Jacob and Lini Lipton
Michael and Louise Malakoff
John McKee
Cyrus Mehri
Maria Ragucci
Gertrude Reagan
Patrick Regan
William and Helen Silvka
Steve Skalet
Marsha Soffer
Natalie Sticesen
Marjorie White
Jamie Wolf
John Zavez

DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE
($5,000-$9,999)
Elizabeth Abbe and Lewis Schneider
American Constitution Society
Richard Barsanti
Steve Berger and Paula Hughmanick
Garrett Boone
Alison Carlson
Steven Cohen
Alfred Contarino
Joseph Cotchett
Jonathan Cuneo
Sandra Davidson
Florence Dembling
Gilbert Dembo
Jim and Maggie Dunn
Charles Eldridge
Electronic Privacy
Information Center
Ronald and Mary Forthofer
Steven Freidkin
Pamela Gilbert
Bernard Gross
Donald Henley
Scott Hunter
Gloria Jarecki
Kristin Kemnitzer and Adam McNeile
Bryan Kemnitzer and Nancy Barron
Jerome Kohlberg
Nobuko Kuhn
Charles LaDuca
Kurt and Gladys Lang
May Lesar
James Littlefield

Richard and Susan Master
Edward and Paula Merritt
Thomas Methvin
Michael Murray
Andrea Nace
Barry Nace
Chris Nace
Matthew Nace
Peter Nicholl
Martin Nickerson
Bruce Pfaff
Project on Government Oversight
Phil and Monica Rosenthal
Michael Royce and Alexis Rappaport
Stanley Sandrowicz
Michael Shoop
Lois Sontag
Robert Sophrer
John Vail
Gibson Vance
Carol Wardell
Alan Weiner and Nancy Maizels
Elsa Wood
James Worth
Joyce Zaitlin
George Zelcs

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
($1,000-$4,999)
Carol Adler
Paul Allen
Greg Allen
Sue Ananda
Susan Anstrand
Alan Appleford
Richard and Sherry Aronson
David Arpi
Russell Atha
The Attorneys Information
Exchange Group
Timothy Bailey
Brook and Judith Baker
Alan and Gloria Baker
David Balamuth
Robert Barlow
Sheldon Baskin
Eric Bass
Colleen and Darryl Bates
Jere Beasley
John Bednarski
Andrew Bell
Rowland Bell
Bruce Bell
Aytan Bellin
Joseph Belth
Cecilia Junkermann Benner
Bella Berlly
Anne Berndt
Diana Bingham
Thomas Bird
William and Ilene Birge
Daniel Birkhaeuser
Oliva Blanchette
Alex Bloom
Elizabeth Boardman
David Bonior
Scott Borison
Benjamin and Susan Boxt
Stephen Boyd
John Boyd
Hugh Brady
Ronald Brady
Ann Bramwell
David and Kay Brennan
Benjamin Breslauer
Walter Brissenden
Bruce Broady
Alice Broner
Harold and Stephanie Bronson
William Brown
Christopher and Susan Brown
Judith Buechner
Alexander Burke
Lon Burnam
Shirley Buttrick
Bill Campbell
James Causey
John Cawley
Michael Charney
Charles Charrow
Nancy Chasen and Don Spero
Dennis Cheasebro
Jarrett Cherner
Jeffrey Chester
Diane Chicoine
Susan Clark
Ellen and Richard Clattenburg
Kathryn Cochrane
Edward Cohen
Ted Cohn

Prentiss and Lee Cole
Christine Compeau
Robert Cordova
Wendell and Ginger Covalt
Jean Craig
Harte and Ann Crow
Elizabeth Cullington
Katrin and Kevin Czinger
Mohammed and Tehmeena Dar
Margaret Davis
Dorothy Dayton
Samuel De Merit
Victoria De Toledo
John Dear
Mary Charlotte Decker
Sarah Delaney
Harriet Denison
Carole Denney
Jeffrey Dennis
Elisabeth Desmarais
Mary Ann Diamond
Frederick Dick
Richard Dodson
James Donnell
Eve Dorfzaun
Benjamin Douglas
David Dressler
David Dunlop
Carmen Eanni
Marion Edey
Risa Ehrlich
Jeffrey Eisenberg
Ruth Eisenberg
Nancy and Henry Elghanayan
Margaret Elizares
Charlotte Elsner
Kent Emison
Wes Ernsberger
Susan Farrell
Rosemary Faulkner
Roger Feinthel
Judy Feldman
Sylvan Feldstein
Robert Ferguson
Harvey Fernbach M.D. M.P.H.
Evelyn Fizell
Wilmer Fong
Barbara Forster
Barbara Franjevic
Jennifer and Scott Frank
Deborah Freedman
Walter Frey
Richard Friedberg
Benjamin Friedman
Alene Friedman
David Froba
Grace Gabrielsen
Jon Geist
Don Gentry
David Gerson
John Giannikas
James Gibbons
Bruce Gillam
Rhoda Gilman
John Girardi
Jackson and Barbara Goffman
Danny Goldberg
James Goldstein
Sidney Goldstein
Gail Gorlitz
Fay Graning
Joan Granlund
Jerry Greenfield
Robert Greenwald
David Greer
Xan and Bonnie Gregg
Frank Grobman
Duane Grove
Richard and Christine Guldi
George and Betty Haakenson
Robert Habush
Robert Hagge
Jon Hagler
Corky Hale
Thomas Hall
Robert Hallsted
David Halperin
Benjamin Hammett
Sean Hammons
Peter Hanauer
Olivia Hansen
Melinda Hardin
Virginia Hardy
Linda Harmon
Amy Harr
Virginia Harris
Leo Harris
Robert Hart
Kriss Hart
Ruth Harvey
John Heitner
Stephen Herman

John Hershey
Tim Hesterberg
Nancy Heymann
William and Beth Hillig
John Hirschi
Cynthia Hobart
Rosemary Hobson
Jerome Hoffman
Wayne Hogan
Michael and Linda Honigfort
Helen Hopkins
Stephen Hopkins
Theron Hosford
Derek Howard
Joy Howell
Don Huddleston
Diane Ichiyasu
Corliss and Joseph Jacobs
Scott Jeeves
Per Jensen
Anne Hale Johnson
Michael and Patricia Johnson
David Jones
Miriam Jones
Giff and Mary Jones
Mary Jones
Stephen Jones
Scott Jones
Emily Kahn
Morton and Merle Kane
Michael Kaplan
Helen Kaplan
George Karnoutsos
Amalie Kass
Debra Katz
Sarah Kellam
Michael Kelly
Douglas Kinney
Willis Kleinenbroich
Jean Kliewer
Richard Klinkner
Jay and Brown Kogen
David and Frances Korten
Albert Kramer
Alisa and Ernest Kretzmer
William Krieg
Robert Kuehlthau
Barbara Kyse
Sharon La Rocca-Miranda
Anthony Larocco
Richard Latterell
Nadine Lauru
Paul and Eileen Lefort
Charles and Carol Leiwant
Marie Lennan
Helena Lesher
Seth Lesser
Helmut Lewis
Peggy Lichter
Lois Lighthart
Dorothy Lockspeiser
Patricia Lodewick
Dennis Loo
Ruth Lubic
Joanne Lyman
Theodore Lynn
Ted Lyon
Kerry Madigan
Virginia Maher
Patrick Malone
Christopher Manz
Hermine and Sumner Marshall
Redge and Carole Martin
Victor Martino
Bill Masters and Gail Berman
Christopher Mathews
John Mc Grosso
Connie McEvoy
Christopher McGinn
Hugh McLean
Howard Mechanic
Barbara Meislin
Ilse Melamid
Ellen Mertins
Robert Messerschmidt
Paulette Meyer
Lindsay Mickles
Laura Miller Wolens
Nancy Milliken
Herbert and Nancy Milstein
Emily Mintz
David Mirkin
William Mitchell
Mary Morgan
Tae Morgan
David and Lida Morgenstein
Roberta Mork
Mary Morse
Lois Mottonen
Celia and Eric Mueller
Christopher Nace
Carl Nash

John and Shirley Nash
D.J. and Youngmi Nash
Dianne Nast
Bruce Nayowith
Scott Nelson
Peter Neumann
Lee Newman
North Pond Foundation
Ronald Nowek
Victoria Nugent
Jeanne Nunes
Harold Oaklander and Isabelle Rapin
David Oberweiser
Jack Olender
Victoria Olson
Gilbert Omenn
Michael Osborne
Terry Oxford
Nancy and Chris Parkinson
Wayne Parsons
Malcolm Peabody
Eve Pell
Carlos Perez
Israel Perla
Hassel Perrel
Charlotte Perret
Michael Pertschuk
Harriet Pickett
Michael Piuze
Gary Pomerantz
Lucia Port
Russell and Suzi Posch
Margaret Poucher
Henry Powsner
Julia Quagliata
John Rattunde
Rita Rausch
Emily Reed
Robert and Mary Resnik
Alec Rhodes
Lesli Rice
Jose Rigau Perez
David Rigsby
Charles Rizzo
Abby Rockefeller
John Roddy
Audrey and John Rogers
Frank Roosevelt
Jay Rosenberg
Brent Rosenthal
Rick Rosenthal
Elizabeth Ross
David Rossetti
Greg Roth
Craig Rothburd
Christopher Rothko
Maria Rubin
Kenneth Rule
Paul Sack
Michael Sacks
Allen and Linda Saeks
Dorothy Salant
Norbert Salz
Laura Sanborn
Steven Sanders
Samantha and Mark Sandler
David Santos
Herminia Sayre
Sandra Schmaier
Frances Schreiberg
Deborah Schumann
Susan Schwartz
Judith Screaton
Christian Searcy
Joseph Sellers
Marc Seltzer
Karen Seriguchi
Holly Setzer
Kathleen Shanley
Michael Shannon
Margaret Sharp
Max Sherman
Beverly Shulman
Aaron Shure
Will Siegfried
Harriet Silber
Jerry Silbert
Sam and Susan Simon
Donald Smart
George and Carolyn Snelling
Anthony So
Stephen Soble
Vivian Sodini
Amy Solomon
Christine Spagnoli
Lawrence Sromovsky
Ann Stack
Jean Stanfield
Jennifer Stanley
Marlowe Steege
Eric Steele
Norman Steiner

David Stern
Anne Stillwell
Jewell Stindt
Virginia and Warren Stone
Faith Storng
Genevieve Szuba
Stephen Taylor
Jack Taylor
Ted and Rita Williams Foundation
Beth Terrell
Sylvia Thayer
The Artist's Endowment
The Winky Foundation
Thomas and Tricia Theodores
Kate Thill
Camilla Thomason
Stephen Tillery
Jennifer Tomkins
Barbara and Fuller Torrey
James and Mary Trevey
William Trippet
Matthew Turner
Rachel Unkefer and Dan Doernberg
Elsie Van Buren
Elizabeth Verbeck
Eileen Vizcaino
Barbara Walden
Betty Walters
Jeanne Warnke
Leonard Wasserman
Sanford Waxer
J. Dix and Barbara Wayman
Jacob and Audrey Weiss
David Werdegar
Peter Webb
Jack Westman
Timothy Wheeler
Barbara and Steven Whitney
Beverly Wickstrom
Mary Williams
Carol Wills
Lorraine Wilmoth
Scott Wilson
Theodore Winsberg
Andrew Wolf
Ralph Wolfe
Amy Woods
Council Wooten
Annie Yackshaw
Charles Yeager
Michael Yessik
Jean Yngve
George Yntema
Peg Yorkin
Neil Young
Faith Young
Barbara Zeluck
Arthur and Charlotte Zitrin
Foundation

FOUNDATIONS
11th Hour Project of the Schmidt 
Family Foundation
Arca Foundation
The Bauman Foundation
Bread for the World
C.S. Fund 
Deer Creek Foundation 
Edna Wardlaw Charitable Trust 
Energy Foundation
George and Cynthia Mitchell 
Foundation 
Houston Endowment-Ports 
J.M. Kaplan Fund 
JMG Foundation 
Johnson Family Fund
Marisla Foundation 
Media Democracy Fund
Mertz Gilmore Foundation 
Moriah Fund
Open Society Foundations 
Open Society Policy Institute 
Panta Rhea Foundation 
Passport Foundation 
Park Foundation 
Perls Foundation
Public Welfare Foundation
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Tides Foundation 
W. K. Kellogg Foundation 
Wallace Global Fund
Western Conversation Foundation
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Public Citizen Salutes Our 2016 Major Donors
(Oct. 1, 2015-Sept. 30, 2016)



Revenue and Support ACTUAL

  Individual Donations ................ $ 6,208,275
  Publications and Subscriptions .. $ 1,513,003
  Grants ...................................... $ 3,611,841 
  Program Income ....................... $ 196,903
  Other ........................................ ($114,342)
  Income from Investments ......... $ 654,224 

Total Revenue and Support .......... $ 12,069,904

**  In accordance with Statement of Financial Standards No. 116, Accounting for Contributions 
Received and Contributions Made, Public Citizen is required to record all grants and contribu-
tions in the current � scal year even if the monies have not been received or related expenses 
have not been expended. As of September 30, 2016, Public Citizen had temporarily restricted 
net assets of $2,781,514 which represent restricted grants and contributions whose donor-stip-
ulated time or  purpose restriction has not been accomplished. Several of the net assets 
included in this amount are intended to be expended over several subsequent years.

Statement of Activities for 
Public Citizen Foundation

Expenses ACTUAL

  Programs .................................. $ 8,309,021
Public Information and Education $1,665,882
Health Research Group ............. $924,721
Litigation Group ....................... $1,137,150
Congress Watch ........................ $900,635
Access to Medicines .................. $333,817
Global Trade Watch................... $885,399
Energy Program ........................ $265,586 
Publications ............................. $ 1,527,329
PC Texas .................................. $668,502  

  Support Services .......................
  General and Administrative ...... $1,006,474
  Development ............................ $ 767,125 

Total Expenses ............................ $ 10,082,620
Change in Net Assets** ................. $ 1,987,284
Ending net assets ......................... $ 10,581,295

1600 20th St. NW
Washington, D.C. 

20009
202.588.1000

www.citizen.org
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Public Citizen Foundation
Board of Directors

Mark A. Chavez, Chair
Jim Bildner
Ann Brown
Robert C. Fellmeth
David Halperin
Annie Leonard
Cynthia Renfro
Steve Skrovan
Gerson Smoger
Robert Weissman, 
Ex-O�  cio

12


