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April 2, 2009 

 

 

Dear Chairman Rangel, 

 

Public Citizen is a national consumer advocacy organization representing over 70,000 members. Our 

Health Research Group has expertise in the area of health insurance and health care, and we respectfully 

request that you invite our organization to testify at any hearings on health reform held by the Committee 

on Ways and Means. As the leading national organization of physicians in favor of national health 

insurance, with over 15,000 members, Physicians for a National Health Program should also be invited to 

any hearings on health reform held by your committee. 

 

Universal access to high-quality care for every American should be the goal of health care reform this 

year. We believe that only a single-payer system of financing can provide the necessary savings from 

reduced administrative spending and global mechanisms of cost-control to achieve this. Other proposals, 

all of which maintain the central role of private insurers, will ultimately fail to provide everyone with the 

same standard of high-quality coverage, and also will fail to restrain rapidly increasing health care 

spending. 

 

Tremendous support for single-payer already exists among health care professionals and the public. A 

national survey conducted in 2008 shows that 59% of American physicians support legislation to create a 

national health insurance program. Public opinion polls have consistently shown that 60-70% of 

Americans support the creation of a national health insurance program that covers everyone and is 

financed by taxes. In stark contrast, the public has been told repeatedly that single-payer is “off the table” 

of what Congress will consider. Also, experts who can explain how a single-payer system would work 

have yet to be invited to any hearing on health care reform this year. 

 

The pandemic of uninsurance and underinsurance – now affecting close to 100 million Americans – is an 

urgent public health emergency that causes tens of thousands of deaths annually. Therefore, legislation to 

create a national health insurance program and overhaul our current fragmented system is needed during 

this Congress. We urge you to invite Public Citizen and Physicians for a National Health Program to 

testify before the Committee on Ways and Means. Please contact us at 202-588-1000 or 

jfloyd@citizen.org. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

James Floyd, M.D.    Sidney Wolfe, M.D. 

Researcher, Public Citizen   Acting President, Public Citizen 

 

cc: Representative Stark, Becerra, Davis, Lewis, McDermott, Meek, Sanchez, Yarmuth, Camp 


