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Congressional Briefing — Thursday, April 22

Water and Qil Do Mix: Corporate Scandals and Human Rights
Abuses in West Africa

Ageil 12, 2004
Dear Colleague:

I encourage you to join me at 6 Congressicnal Briefing on the topic of “Water and Oil Do
Mix: Corporate Scandals and Human Rights Abuses in West Africa™ on Thursday, April
22" from 10 am-11:30 a.m. in HC-7 in the Capital Building, Two renowned civil society
leaders from Nigeria and Ghana will discuss their concerns about Wotld Bank policics in
their respective countries. Please join me in welcoming:

«  Asume Csuoks, Ollwatch Africa Coordinatar for Environmeatal Rights Action
and Friends of the Earth, Nigeria

« Rodolf Amenga-Etego, Integrated Social Developtnent Centre wnd Campaign
Coordinator for the National Coalition Against the Privatization of Water, Ghana

M. Osuoka and Mr. Amengg-Etego will be presenting firsthand reports on the impact of
rezources such as oil, gas and water. Exvironmental Righty Action was founded 1993 as
an envirommental pressure group, and joined Friends of the Barth International (FoED in
1996, The organization is dedicated to the defense of human ecosystems in terms of
human rights, and to the promotion of environmentally responsible governmental,
commercial, community and individual practice in Nigeria through the empowerment of
local people. Much of the work has concentrated on multinational oil companies and the
protection of the Niger delta M. Osuoka survived imprisonment by the previous
Abacha regime, His advocecy on behalf of hvman and natural environments in Nigeria
has inspired activists around the world.
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M, Amenga-Etegp, & lawyer by taining, became sctive in water issnes in 1999 after e
group of hig neighbors in the capitsl, Accra, along with many other communitics across
the city, were struggling as water rates doubled, many fell behind in payments and others
had their water cut-0ff. Backed by the World Bank and the IMF, Ghana's government
was readying its water system for privatization. "1 realized that if we subjected water to
market forces, we were going to price out a lot of our citizens from accessing safc water,"
says Amenga-Etsgo. Globally, more than one billion people lack access to water services
and more than 5 million people, mostly children, die sach year from. preventable water
bome diseases. Mr, Amenga-Etego argues that water, cssential for all humen and
planetary life, is a besic human right and should not be treated as a market commodity
nor Jeased and managed by mujor {ransnational corporations.

I hope you will joins us for this important event,  Should you have questions, pleass feel
free to call Kerry McKenney of Congressman Payne's staff at 53436.

Sincerely,

Member of Congress
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