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Outside Spending Nearly Matches 

Political Party Spending 
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2012 Fed Outside Spending: $719.4 Million Spent by 

Conservatives vs $292.8 Million Spent by Liberals, 2012 

Source: Center for Responsive Politics (www.opensecrets.org).
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% Of Groups Disclosing Funders of 

“Issue Ads”

Sources: Public Citizen, “Fading Disclosure,” September 2010 (www.citizen.org/documents/Disclosure-report-

final.pdf) and Public Citizen, “Disclosure Eclipse,” November 2010 (www.citizen.org/documents/Eclipsed-

Disclosure11182010.pdf).
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Tom Steyer’s NextGen Climate 

Action Won’t Be Enough
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$440 Million to $14.5 Million

2012 Top Electioneering Groups Featuring Energy/Climate In Ads

Anti Enviro/Climate Pro Enviro/Climate

American Crossroads/GPS 176,429,025$   League of Conservation Voters 10,978,702$       

Restore Our Future 142,097,336$   Environment America Action Fund 1,303,396$         

Americans for Prosperity 36,352,928$     Sierra Club Independent Action 1,194,073$         

US Chamber of Commerce 36,177,665$     CREDO Mobile Super PAC 764,343$             

Freedomworks for America 19,636,548$     Defenders of Wildlife Action Cmte 342,827$             

Americans for Job Security 15,872,866$     

American Commitment 11,341,559$     

American Energy Alliance 2,339,960$       

Total 440,247,887$   Total 14,583,341$       
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Freedom Partners Chamber of Commerce 

Spent $250 Million in 2012
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TC4 Trust Another Key Koch Vehicle in 

2012, Spending $28.4 Million
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Americans for Prosperity Spent $122 Million in ‘12 

– More Than All Other Years Combined
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“Partnership for a Better Energy Future”

A coalition of industry heavyweights on Thursday launched what its calling a do-or-die campaign to 

influence the regulation of U.S. energy production.

Seventy-six business groups, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the National Association of 

Manufacturers (NAM) and the American Gas Association, have agreed to dedicate necessary 

resources to “vigorously participate” in every facet of President Obama’s effort to tackle climate 

change through regulation, said Karen Harbert, president of the Chamber’s Institute for 21st Century 

Energy.

“We plan to be present every step of the way,” Harbert said.

That includes everything from lobbying to litigation, as well a full-court press on agencies drafting new 

rules that business groups fear will stunt the nation’s domestic energy boom.

Confirmed contributors to the US Chamber of Commerce: Chevron, Dow Chemical, AEP, Exelon, 

Dominion Resources, Noble Energy, Alcoa, Entergy, Chesapeake Energy, ConocoPhillips, Occidental 

Petroleum, Southern Co, Xcel, Apache Corp
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fixtheuschamber.org

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

$136,300,000 Lobbying 2012

$35,657,027 federal political spending

$6,576,389 direct contributions to 

candidates & parties

Tyson Slocum • Public Citizen • 

tslocum@citizen.org • twitter @TysonSlocum

http://www.fixtheuschamber.org/
http://www.fixtheuschamber.org/


Chevron Contributes Directly To 

GOP SuperPAC
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American Petroleum Institute’s 

Vote4Energy
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Chevron’s “Human Energy” 

Campaign
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Colorado Is Just One Flashpoint of Oil & Gas 

Money Flooding the Airwaves
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Solutions
1. Pass a Constitutional Amendment democracyisforpeople.org

2. Fair Elections Now Act – Caps Donations to $100, With Rest 

Public Financing
www.citizen.org/fair-elections-now-act

3. DISCLOSE Act of 2013 (HR 148) – Requires Electioneering 

Funding Disclosure
State Initiatives Alaska – Ads must list top 3 donors

North Carolina – disclosure of electioneering comms

4. Tell SEC to Require Corporations to Disclose Political Spending 

(we already have 700,000+ signatures) 
http://action.citizen.org/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=9213

5. Shareholder Protection Act (S825&HR1734) – Shareholder 

Approval of Political Spending
Iowa – Corporate Boards must approve political spending

Maryland – Shareholders must be informed of political spending
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States Where Disclosure Could Be Imposed by Regulation 

Green states:  Most favorable 

Yellow states: Some discretion 

Red states: Least favorable 
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It’s Not Just Corporations:     

Co-ops Are Problem Too

Possible Strategy: Pressure Ag Companies 

In Co-op Service Territories
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