
June 15, 2004 
 
Bill Richardson 
Governor of New Mexico 
Office of the Governor 
State Capitol 
Room 400 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 
Dear Governor Richardson: 
 
We are writing to thank you for New Mexico’s intervention in the license application of the 
proposed Louisiana Energy Services (LES) uranium enrichment plant near Hobbs, and to 
encourage you to stand firm against this company and its plans that would create thousands of 
tons of radioactive and hazardous waste with no safe disposal method. 
 
The eyes of the environmental community across the world are on this project. As you know, 
LES is dominated almost entirely by the European company Urenco, which itself is a consortium 
composed of entities like British Nuclear Fuels, Ltd., which the U.S. Department of Energy, 
under your leadership, considered banning from U.S. contracts for its poor record in containing 
nuclear pollution. 
 
Moreover, LES has the dubious distinction of being the only company ever to be denied an 
operating license for a major nuclear facility by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. That 
happened, as you know, when LES tried to build an earlier version of this same plant in 
Louisiana, and was rewarded with a landmark verdict of environmental racism by an NRC 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board. 
 
More recently, LES attempted to locate in Tennessee, wooing local political and community 
leaders, exactly as they have done in New Mexico. But when those same leaders began asking 
basic questions of LES (e.g., Where will the waste go? How much uranium will be released into 
local water supplies?), honest answers were not forthcoming, and those officials put up legal 
roadblocks to prevent LES from operating in Tennessee. 
 
In short, LES has a well-earned reputation for evading the truth and its responsibilities, and in 
attempting to place the real burden of its proposed plant—the lethal waste it would produce in 
huge quantities—on local citizens and governments in perpetuity. 
 
As a global leader in the never-ending battle against nuclear proliferation, you also are surely 
aware of Urenco’s poor record at protecting some of the most highly-guarded secrets of the 
atomic age: the technology behind its uranium enrichment process, which can be used not only to 
make reactor fuel, but also material for nuclear weapons. 
 
Nearly every rogue nuclear country appears to have received its technology indirectly from 
Urenco. As you surely know, Pakistan’s nuclear capability was obtained from Urenco, through 
the now-notorious Abdul Qadeer Khan, who obtained highly-classified Urenco blueprints. Khan 
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then proceeded to sell this technology across the world, apparently to Libya, North Korea, Iran, 
and other heretofore non-nuclear countries. In addition, as has been noted in several reputable 
periodicals, other Urenco contractors have made Urenco blueprints available to non-nuclear 
countries, such as Iraq. Urenco itself is not blameless: as late as 1989, Urenco was training Iraqi 
technicians in the secret art of centrifuge welding, despite the fact that at that time Iraq was 
supposedly a non-nuclear country with no legitimate nuclear ambitions. 
 
Now, in 2004, with Urenco’s nuclear technology spread across the globe, threatening U.S. 
interests and the lives of our citizens, we are to think it is appropriate to reward this company 
with a license to operate in New Mexico? We think not. 
 
As a former ambassador to the United Nations, we are sure you will agree that allowing 
Urenco/LES to build a new uranium enrichment plant in the U.S. would undercut our nation’s 
efforts to prevent the construction and operation of similar facilities in other countries—striking 
a severe blow to nuclear non-proliferation efforts for decades. 
 
We are well aware that Urenco/LES argues that its proposed facility would mean jobs for eastern 
New Mexico, and jobs are important. But look at the reality. There are probably no trained 
uranium enrichment plant operators in eastern New Mexico. In reality, the centrifuges—the 
expensive, bulk part of this plant—would be built in Europe, and the construction jobs available 
would be short-term. The operational jobs would go primarily to existing Urenco personnel--the 
company has no other choice. The remaining jobs—security guards, secretaries, janitors, etc.—
would go to local people, but a billion-dollar-plus project should be able to provide more than 
that. The actual benefit to the region and to New Mexico has to be weighed against the risks of 
accidents, of long-term radioactive/hazardous waste disposal, of the national priority against 
nuclear proliferation. And, when that weighing is complete, it is clear that LES must not be 
allowed to operate in New Mexico or anywhere else in the United States. 
 
Again, we appreciate your administration’s skepticism toward this project and your willingness 
to ask hard questions in the appropriate forum. We urge you not to back down from this stand, 
and indeed, to use the full powers of state government to stop LES from building in New 
Mexico.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
NATIONAL 
FRANCISCAN OFFICE OF JUSTICE 
Rev. Lawrence Bernard, director 
 
GLOBAL RESOURCE ACTION CENTER FOR 
THE ENVIRONMENT (GRACE) 
Alice Slater, president 
 
GREENPEACE 
Jim Riccio 
 

NUCLEAR INFORMATION AND RESOURCE 
SERVICE 
Michael Mariotte, executive director 
 
PUBLIC CITIZEN 
Wenonah Hauter, director of Critical Mass 
Energy & Environment Program 
 
VOICES OPPOSED TO ENVIRONMENTAL 
RACISM (VOTER) 
Juanita Mendoza Keesing 
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INTERNATIONAL 
NIRS/WISE-UKRAINE 
Tetyana Murza 
 
NO MORE NUCLEAR POWER, HELSINKI, 
FINLAND 
Anna-Liisa Mattsoff 
 
PEACEFUL YOGA , JAPAN 
Walter Reece 
 
WORLD INFORMATION SERVICE ON ENERGY,  
AMSTERDAM 
Peer de Rijk 
 
THE ZHABA COLLECTIVE, BUDAPEST, 
HUNGARY 
Daniel Swartz 
 
ARIZONA 
THE NUCLEAR RESISTER 
Jack Cohen-Joppa, editor 
 
CALIFORNIA 
CENTER FOR SAFE ENERGY 
Francis Macy, co-director 
 
ECOBRIDGE 
Joe Mirabile, director 
 
THE GUACAMOLE FUND 
Tom Campbell, executive director 
 
PROGRESSIVEPORTAL.ORG 
Steve Freedkin, publisher 
 
SAN LUIS OBISPO MOTHERS FOR PEACE 
Rochelle Becker, spokesperson 
 
PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY-AREA CHAPTER 
Robert M. Gould, president 
 
NUCLEAR GUARDIANSHIP PROJECT 
Wendy Oser 

 
HEALING OURSELVES AND MOTHER EARTH 
(HOME) 
Jennifer O. Viereck, director 
 
REDWOOD ALLIANCE 
Michael Welch, volunteer 
 
COLORADO 
GLOBAL RESPONSE 
Paula Palmer, program director 
 
INTERNATIONAL DEPLETED URANIUM STUDY 
TEAM (IDUST) 
Dan Bishop, president 
 
CONNECTICUT 
PEOPLE’S ACTION FOR CLEAN ENERGY, INC. 
(PACE) 
Judi Friedman, chairperson 
 
DELAWARE 
CENTER FOR ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY 
John Byrne, director 
 
GREEN DELAWARE 
Alan Muller, executive director 
 
FLORIDA 
SAWMILL SLOUGH 
Sarah Stewart, president 
 
GEORGIA 
ACTION FOR A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT 
Adele Kushner, executive director 
 
GEORGIANS AGAINST NUCLEAR ENERGY 
(GANE) 
Glenn Carroll, coordinator 
 
IDAHO 
RADIO FREE MOSCOW 
Eva Hallvik 
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IDAHO, continued 
SNAKE RIVER ALLIANCE 
Jeremy Maxand 
 
ILLINOIS 
CHICAGO MEDIA WATCH 
Margaret Nagel 
 
MCLEAN COUNTY GREEN PARTY 
Matthew Alec Dobrowolski 
 
NUCLEAR ENERGY INFORMATION SERVICE 
Dave Kraft, director 
 
NO NEW NUKES 
Sandra Lindberg, founding member 
 
INDIANA 
VALLEY WATCH, INC. 
John Blair, president 
 
IOWA 
INTEGRATIVE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS 
Merle P. Prater, Ph.D., founder 
 
KENTUCKY 
COALITION FOR HEALTH CONCERN 
Corinne Whitehead, president 
 
LOUISIANA 
ALLIANCE FOR AFFORDABLE ENERGY 
Micah Walker Parkin, interim executive 
director 
 
MASSACHUSETTS 
CITIZENS AWARENESS NETWORK 
Deb Katz, executive director 
 
C-10 RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION 
Sandra Gavutis, executive director 
 
MINNESOTA 
INSTITUTE FOR LOCAL SELF-RELIANCE 
John Bailey, energy policy analyst 
 

NEVADA 
CITIZEN ALERT 
Peggy Maze Johnson, executive director 
 
NEW JERSEY 
NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL LOBBY 
Marie A. Curtis, executive director 
 
NEW MEXICO 
ECOLOGY MINISTRY, CATHOLIC OFFICE OF 
SOCIAL JUSTICE,  ARCHDIOCESE OF SANTA FE 
Joan Brown 
 
INTERFAITH STEWARDS OF CREATION 
Rose Marie Cecchini 
 
LAKE SHORE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION  
Susan Peterson Gateley, secretary 
 
NUCLEAR WATCH OF NEW MEXICO 
Jay Coghlan 
 
OFFICE OF PEACE, JUSTICE AND CREATION 
STEWARDSHIP, GALLUP DIOCESE 
Rose Marie Cecchini 
 
PEACE ACTION NEW MEXICO 
Peggy Prince 
 
CITIZEN ACTION 
Sue Dayton 
 
SOUTHWEST INDIGENOUS URANIUM FORUM 
Anna Rondon 
 
NEW YORK 
CITIZENS FOR SAFE ENERGY 
Mary Jane Shimsky 
 
CONSUMERS HEALTH FREEDOM COALITION 
Arnold Gore, research director 
 
FINGER LAKES CITIZENS FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT 
Linda Ochs, director 
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NEW YORK, continued 
LAKE SHORE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
Susan Peterson Gateley, secretary 
 
PAX CHRISTI METRO NEW YORK 
Rosemarie Pace, coordinator 
 
NORTH CAROLINA 
PROTECT ALL CHILDREN’S ENVIRONMENT 
E.M.T. O’Nan, director 
 
OREGON 
NORTHWEST ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCATES 
Nina Bell, J.D., executive director 
 
OREGON PEACEWORKS 
Yaney LA MacIver, program director 
 
PENNSYLVANIA 
CONCERNED CITIZENS OF MILFORD 
TOWNSHIP 

ENVIRONMENTAL COALITION ON NUCLEAR 
POWER 
Judith H. Johnsrud 
 
TEXAS 
HUDSPETH DIRECTIVE FOR CONSERVATION 
Linda Lynch 
 
WISCONSIN 
THE SPARROW SINGS 
Don Timmerman and Roberta Thurstin 
 
DOWNRIVER ALLIANCE 
Guy Wolf, co-chair 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Ani DiFranco 
 
Bonnie Raitt

Kim Haymans-Geisler 
 
 
 
cc:  Patricia Madrid 
 Attorney General of New Mexico 

P.O. Drawer 1508  
Santa Fe, NM 87504-1508 
Fax: (505) 827-5826 

 


