Ohio Senate
Statehouse

Columbug, Ohio 43215
‘March 31, 2004
Governor Robert Taft
77 South Hiph Street
30" Floor

Columibus, Ohio 43215
Dear Governor Taft,

Tn Septenmber 2003, the United States Trade Representative (USTR) Robert Zoellick sent
a letter to governors around the country urging them 1o sign on 10 the government
procarement provisions in trade agreements curreatly under negotiation - as well as all
future trade agreements.

What the Zoellick letter fails to explain is that signing on to these procurement
apreements effectively overturns many current state procurement policies and ties the
hands of states that want to control their own state procurement policies, create good
local jobs, and protect the interest of consumers.

Not only does consent to the U.8.T.R_"s request constrain our state’s ability to ymplement
sound public policies that benefit the citizens of our state- it also upsets the delicate
balance of power between the state’s execulive and legislative braoches. Good
povernment demands that the state legislature - afier public hearing and debate — vote on
any decision that permanently binds a state to intemnational rules on procurcment.

Stopping the export of American jobs has becoroe one of the top issues in voters’ minds.
‘The national news ynedia as well as state and Jocel newspapers run stoxies on this issue
each day. Formately, our state has not yet signed on to existing and proposed
agreements that deal with procorement issues. '

On behalf of our constituents, we nrge you not 10 give consent to be bound by these or
any other future trade agreements dealing with procurement issues. Instead, any decision
about whether or not 1o be bound by farure trade agreements should be submitied to the
state legistature. T hope you will work with us 1o preserve our ability to use state tax
dollars w support working families and good jobs right here in Ohio. We lock forward 1o

~working ‘with you on this important issue.
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