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Promoting energy efficiency is a win-win for Ohio con-
sumers and the environment. 

• Energy efficiency programs required under the state’s 
clean energy laws have netted Ohio consumers more 
than $1 billion in savings from 2009 through 2012.2  

• Reports to the Public Utility Commission of Ohio show 
that investment in energy efficiency programs of $456 
million has resulted in savings of $1.03 billion. That’s $2 
saved for every $1 spent on energy efficiency programs.3 

• These same energy efficiency programs have helped avoid as 
much carbon pollution as 567,000 cars produce in a year.4 

• Ohio can reap even more benefits from energy efficiency 
by expanding the state’s   existing energy savings target, 
investing in cost-effective Combined Heat and Power, 
updating its building energy codes and implementing 
equipment standards. Adopting all of these policies 
would save Ohioan consumers $3.3 billion in 2030.5 

• Additionally, these policies would enable the state to 
avoid the emission of 27,000,000 tons of carbon dioxide, 
save more than $8,000,000 that otherwise would be lost 
from missed work days and prevent more than 12,000 
asthma attacks.6 

• Despite these benefits, fossil fuel interests succeeded 
this year in pushing through the state Legislature a mea-
sure intended to dismantle Ohio’s clean energy laws and 
eliminate the cost-savings programs.

• A strong carbon standard provides a huge incentive for 
Ohio to resume its investment in energy efficiency mea-
sures, which would result in reducing electricity bills and 
climate causing pollution.

Ohio should continue to capitalize on the expanding 
clean energy economy. 

• Targeted investment in green technology has revitalized 
Ohio’s manufacturing base. For example, Quasar Energy 
uses microorganisms to convert waste—including 
garbage from FirstEnergy Stadium, where the Browns 
play—into power for homes and vehicles. The firm used 
to import components from Europe but now buys 85 
percent of its parts from Ohio companies.7 

• The state ranks No. 1 in the nation for wind-related man-
ufacturing facilities, providing jobs for more than 5,000 
Ohioans in 2013.8

• Lake Erie Energy Development Corporation (LEEDCo) is 
undertaking the development of a 5,000-megawatt (MW) 
offshore wind farm north of Cleveland. The company 
projects that by the time the wind farm is operational, 
8,000 jobs will have been created.9 

• In 2010, Ohio had 105,000 out of the 2.7 million green 
jobs in the U.S.10 By contrast, the coal industry employs 
approximately 90,000 Americans,11 but only 3,000 are 
Ohioans, according to the Ohio Coal Association.12 

• Green businesses in Ohio are growing at a rate that far 
outpaces the state’s economy. Green technology jobs ex-
panded by 3 percent from 2007 to 2010 while the state’s 
economy lost 419,300 jobs over that same period.13 

• Efforts to dismantle the state’s renewable energy targets 
mean that the state could miss out on further invest-
ments in this growing industry. In response to legislation 
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On June 2, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) introduced a proposal to reduce carbon emissions from existing pow-
er plants—a critical step to address climate change in the U.S. The proposal, dubbed the Clean Power Plan, requires each state to 
design a state-specific strategy—including investing in more renewable energy and energy efficiency—to achieve carbon reduction 
targets by 2030. The EPA has proposed a 29 percent emission reduction target by 2030 for Ohio.1 The agency expects to finalize the 
Clean Power Plan in June 2015. Then, Ohio will have one year to develop a compliance plan and submit it to the EPA for approval.

The EPA rule means that Ohio must reduce its carbon emissions—but it also offers the state a significant opportunity to save its 
consumers money and boost its economy. The state must seize that opportunity if it wishes to serve its citizens and play a leadership 
role in the new energy economy. In fact, Ohio not only can meet the power sector emissions target, but it can achieve even greater 
reductions if the state resumes—and in some cases expands—its successful renewable and energy efficiency standards, and rejects 
efforts by state utilities to prop up their aging and uneconomical coal-fired plants. A strong Ohio carbon emissions standard would 
also enhance economic opportunity. Taking action to reduce climate causing pollution would sharpen Ohio’s competitive edge, spur 
innovation and create jobs in the state.
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passed this year that puts a freeze on how much electric-
ity utilities must get from renewable energy sources, the 
president of Milford’s Melink Corporation, which devel-
ops clean energy systems for companies, stated, ““We’re 
going to have to commit our investments to other states 
that embrace renewable energy. It’s a very unfortunate 
situation.”14 

Ohio can use renewable energy to move beyond fossils 
fuels altogether.

• Only 1 percent of the electricity generated in Ohio came 
from renewable sources in 2012, which means the state 
has not even scratched the surface of what’s possible. 

• Lake Erie Energy Development Corporation is looking to 
build the first offshore wind project in fresh water on Lake 
Erie. According to the National Renewable Energy Labo-
ratory, Ohio has the potential to install more than 46,000 
MW of wind capacity offshore. That’s more than twice the 
electricity used by all of Ohio’s households in 2011.15 

• According to data from the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory, Ohio’s onshore wind potential is 54,919 MW. 
Wind power is capable of meeting more than 98 percent 
of the state’s current electricity needs.16 

• Ohio averages four to five peak sun hours daily. With this 
level of sun energy, the state gets an estimated 40 per-
cent more solar energy than Germany, one of the world’s 
leaders in solar energy production.17 

Ohio is heavily dependent on fossil fuels, but clean en-
ergy policies, renewable energy potential and residents’ 
support for climate action can rapidly change Ohio’s 
energy portfolio. A strong and flexible carbon standard 
gives the state even greater incentive to shift away from 
fossil fuels.

• Ohio’s power plants produce more carbon dioxide than 
power plants in all but four other states. That’s because 
Ohio generates nearly 70 percent of its energy from coal-
fired plants, which are the most carbon-intensive way to 
produce electricity.18 

• Ohio’s power plants emitted 1,850 pounds of carbon pol-
lution per megawatt hour of electricity in 2012. The EPA’s 
proposal would require Ohio to reduce that rate to 1,338 
pounds by 2030.19 

• Efforts by Ohio’s three largest utilities—AEP, Duke and 
FirstEnergy—to lock electricity customers into buying 
power from their aging and uncompetitive coal plants 
is bad policy for consumers and will hinder the state’s 
ability to meet strong clean energy goals.  

• According to recent polling conducted by Public Policy 
Polling, Ohioans want more investment in renewable ener-
gy over fossil fuels, and an overwhelming majority of those 
polled expressed concern about air quality in Ohio.20  

Ohio is feeling the devastating effects of extreme weath-
er. We have a huge stake in cutting climate causing 
pollution.

• Lake Erie will see more invasive species and more algae 
blooms, and the quality of beaches will be degraded.21 

• In 2012, Ohio ranked eighth out of all U.S. states in the 
number of heat records set. It set 583 new high tempera-
ture records, which was three times the expected number. 
The state saw 49 times more high temperature records 
set than low-temperature records that year, and the new 
temperature records were, on average, hotter by 2.6° F.22 

• If no action is taken to slow down climate disruption, 
spring flooding could worsen in the Ohio River Basin 
beyond 2040. Droughts within the Basin could get longer 
and stretch beyond summer in mid-century and later.23 

• And about 80 percent of Ohio’s counties will face a high-
er risk of water shortage by mid-century.24 

For more information about the EPA carbon rule, visit http://www.citizen.

org/documents/public-citizen-consumer-case-for-clean-power-plan.pdf. 
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