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December 6, 2002
The Eonorable Jaime Cusdra Somarriba
President
National Assembly
Managua, Nicarapua

Dear President Cuedra and Members of the National Assennbly:

As members of the U.S. House of Representatives, we write to degnonstrate our support for your
Tecent ground bresking legislation to suspend all privale coticessions mvolving water use uatil &
general water resoures masagement law czn be cregted. We understand that all 92 members of
tha National Assembly supported this Taw to suspend the privatization of water. This is an
important step towand protecting this most valushlc of all rescoress as a public trust for future
gencrations

As fellow legislators, we recognize that you are tasked with representng the people of
Nicarepiis, who have demanstrated staunch oppogitien to Torther privatization of publie services,
mecluding water. We appland your decision to allow time for a foll, poblic debate over water
mapagement in Nicaragua, rather than mshing to embrace privatizabion measues.

The voie in the Nicaragoan National Assembly earlier this year to support the suspension of
water privatization sets an importaat precedent in all of the Americas, 'We hope fhat as you
consider this issue again, your vote will not be undsarmined by pressures from intemnational
financial institutions such as the Jaternational Monetary Fand, the Werld Bank, or the Intex-
American Development Bank, We are congerned that many loan agrecments with these

We will be looking into this issue through discussions with the US. executive directors to the
International Monetary Fund, World Bank, and Imternational Development Bark, We send our
strong support and speouragement for your eourageous and firm stand behind your original vote.

Many of the same global water companies that operate in Latin Americs are now seeking access
fo new markets in the United States. As we seek to address this issne here, we express our

support for your efforts in Micaagua, Wa must etand together to appose the tranafer of water to
private hands against the will of the citizens we represent. It is our public duty.
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