
Please Call or Write These Energy Planning Council Members and Ask 
Them to Vote for the Renewable Subcommittee Suggestions!   

5000 mw by 2012 and 10 % renewable energy by 2020 
with a 1% set-aside for solar or farm based renewables! 

Victor Carrillo of Austin chairs the Texas Railroad 
Commission, which Perry appointed him to in 2003. He 
is a former Taylor County Judge, and previously served 
as an attorney in the energy section of the General 
Land Office. In that role, Carrillo was responsible for ad-
vising the state’s land commissioner on oil, gas and en-
vironmental law issues. From 1988 to 1994, he was a 
petroleum geophysicist with Amoco Production Com-

pany in Houston. A graduate of Hardin-Simmons University, 
Carrillo received a master’s of science degree in geology 
from Baylor University and a law degree from the University 
of Houston Law Center.  

Jerry Patterson of Austin was elected in 2002 as the 
27th Land Commissioner of the Texas General Land 
Office, where he oversees administration and steward-
ship of state lands and resources. Patterson served for 
six years as a State Senator from District 11. During his 
senate service, he passed legalization authorizing a 
constitutional amendment allowing home equity lend-
ing, the state coastal management plan and creation of 
the Texas State Veterans Home Program. A graduate 
of Texas A&M University, Patterson served in the 

United State’s Marine Corps and the Marine Corps Reserve, 

Sen. Ken Armbrister of Victoria has served in the 
Texas Senate since 1987. He chairs the Senate 
Natural Resources Committee and the Select Com-
mittee on Water Policy. He also serves as a mem-
ber of the Business and Commerce, State Affairs 
and Government Organization committees. During 
his time in the Texas Senate, Armbrister has au-
thored legislation creating the Edwards Aquifer Au-
thority and was named by Gov. Perry to the Task 

Force on Homeland Security. Sen. Armbrister is a graduate 
of Sam Houston State University and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation National Academy. 

Rep. G.E. “Buddy” West of Odessa was first elected to the 
Texas House of Representatives in 1992. He currently chairs 
the House Energy Resources Committee and serves as a 
member of the House Environmental Regulation and Admini-
stration committees. He also chairs the Oilfield Clean-up Ad-
visory Committee and serves as Vice-Chair for the National 
Energy Council which represents seven oil producing states 
and three foreign countries. He has been appointed a board 
member to the Council on State Governments and is a par-
ticipant in the American Legislative Exchange Council and 

the National Conference of State Legislatures. West received his 
bachelor’s degree in business management from the University 
of Texas of the Permian Basin. 

Julie Parsley of Austin has served on the Public Utilities 
Commission since 2002. She previously served as the first 
female solicitor general in the Office of the Attorney General 
where she maintains an appellate practice before state and 
federal courts representing the State of Texas and its agen-
cies. A member of the State Bar of Texas and the Texas Bar 
Foundation, she formerly served as an adjunct professor of 
appellate advice and litigation support at the University of 
Texas at Austin School of Law. A 1984 graduate of Texas 

A&M University, Parsley received a law degree from Texas Tech 
University School of Law in 1990.  

Larry Soward of Austin was appointed by Gov. Perry to the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in 2003. So-
ward recently served as an executive assistant to Lt. Gov. 
David Dewhurst. Before joining the lieutenant governor’s staff, 
Soward was the deputy land commissioner at the General 
Land Office managing the agency’s operations. He also over-
saw the operations of the Veterans’ Land Board, the School 
Land Board and the Coastal Coordination Council on the 
commissioner’s behalf. Soward received a bachelor’s degree 

from the University of Texas at Austin and a law degree from the 
University of Texas School of Law.  



F. Scott LaGrone has served on the Lower Colorado 
River Authority Board of Directors since 1999. He is one 
of the founders and principals of the Radian Corpora-
tion, an environmental service firm, where he worked for 
twenty-eight years and retired as senior vice president. 
LaGrone’s primary fields of expertise include computa-
tional analysis, environmental electronic instrumentation 
and precision ambient air quality measurement program 

design. He served for 25 years as a member of the Air and 
Waste Management Association. LaGrone received a bache-
lor’s degree and master’s degree in physics from the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. 

Michael Flores of Flower Mound is Texas director of so-
lutions business for Johnson Controls, Inc., an energy 
services company. He is a member of the Texas Munici-
pal League, Texas Association of Counties and the Texas 
Association of School Business Officials. Flores received 
a bachelor’s degree in business administration from the 
Robert O. Anderson School of Management at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico. 

Kim Godfrey of Bellaire is is a senior director for 
Power Marketing and Business Development with FPL 
Energy. She is a member of the Electrical Reliability 
Council of Texas (ERCOT), Gulf Coast Power Asso-
ciation and the Texas A&M University Association of 
Former Students.A graduate of Texas A&M University 
with a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering, 
Godfrey received her master’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Houston Bauer College of Business. 

R. William “Bill” Jewell of Houston is business vice presi-
dent of energy at Dow Chemical Company. He serves as di-
rector of the Texas Institute for Advancement of Chemical 
Technology at Texas A&M and past director of the Industrial 
Energy Consumers of America. While at Dow, he led the 
company’s fuel cell program with General Motors and repre-
sented industrial consumers on the National Petroleum 
Council’s “Balancing Natural Gas Policy” study. A graduate 
of the University of Kentucky with a degree in civil engineer-
ing, Jewell received his master’s degree from the University 

of Chicago. 

Ken Kelley of Amarillo is CEO of the Kelley Family of Com-
panies and founder and CEO of ALT-USA. He is a member 
of the Compressed Gas Association, South Coast Air Quality 
Management, Gases and Welding Association and the Na-
tional Tank Truck Carriers. Kelley serves as treasurer of the 
Natural Gas Vehicle Coalition and on the West Texas A&M 
University College of Business Advisory Board. He is a 
graduate of Texas Christian University.  

Irwin “Irv” Kowenski of Houston is president of Occidental 
Energy Ventures Corp. He formerly served as energy direc-
tor for Occidental Chemical Corp. Kowenski received his 
bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering and master’s de-
gree in business administration from Cleveland State Univer-
sity. 

Paula Harris of Houston is a global manager of col-
laborative projects with Schlumberger Limited. She 
is a member of the Society of Petroleum Engineers, 
National Society of Black Engineers, the Society of 
Women Engineers and has served on the Engineer-
ing Advisory Board at Texas A&M University. She 
was nationally honored as one of the 2001 Women 
of Color in Technology by US Black Engineer and 

Women in Engineering magazines and appointed to the Na-
tional Science Foundation’s Coalition for Higher Learning 
Board. Harris received her bachelor’s degree in petroleum 
engineering from Texas A&M University. 

Jerry Langdon of Houston is executive vice president and 
chief administrative officer of Reliant Energy. He co-founded 
the Natural Gas Producers Forum and has twice been nomi-
nated to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. Lang-
don served as an appointed member to the Interstate Oil & 
Gas Compact Commission and chaired the coordinating sub-
committee of the National Petroleum Council. He is a gradu-
ate of the University of Texas at Austin. 

Steve Mayer of San Angelo is secretary and treasurer of T 
Half-Circle Ranch, Inc. He is president of the National Asso-
ciation of Royalty Owners and past-president of the National 
Association of Royalty Owners-Texas. Mayer serves as a 
member of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers and the 
Texas Independent Producers and Royalty Owners Associa-
tion. He is a graduate of Southern Methodist University. 



Lawrence O’Donnell III of Houston is president and 
chief operating officer for Waste Management, Inc. He is 
a member of the American, Texas and Houston bar as-
sociations, American Society of Civil Engineers and past 
member of the University of Texas Medical Branch De-
velopment Board. He serves as a director of the Ameri-
can Arbitration Association and previously served as a 
director of the Texas General Counsel Forum. A gradu-

ate of the University of Texas at Austin, O'Donnell received 
his law degree from the University of Houston.  

Ronald Oligney of Katy is director of the Texas Energy 
Center, a public-private sector effort to address long 
term energy needs. He previously served as adjunct pro-
fessor and director of research development at the Uni-
versity of Houston and as professor and research direc-
tor at Texas A&M University. Oligney is a member of the 
Society of Petroleum Engineers and the National Asso-
ciation of Science Writers. He is a summa cum laude 

graduate of the University of Alaska at Fairbanks. 

Charles Patton of Austin is president and chief operat-
ing officer in Texas for American Electric Power. He 
was appointed to serve on the Texas Energy Coordina-
tion Council and appointed by Gov. George Bush and 
Gov. Perry to serve on the Interstate Oil and Gas Com-
pact Commission. A graduate of Bowdoin College in 
Bruswick, Maine, Patton received his master’s degree 
from the LBJ School of Public Policy at the University of 

Texas at Austin. 

Grant Swartzwelder of Dallas is president and managing 
director of PetroGrowth Advisors. He is a member of the 
Independent Petroleum Producers Association, the Per-
mian Basin Petroleum Association, Association of Energy 
Service Companies and the Texas Independent Producers 
and Royalty Owners Association. A graduate of Texas 
A&M University, Swartzwelder received his master’s de-
gree from Harvard Graduate School of Business Admini-

Joel Trouart of Jewett is vice president of engineering 
and environmental services for Northwestern Resources 
Co. She has served as an at-large representative to the 
American Society of Surface Mining and Reclamation and 
was a member of the Surface Mining Workshop planning 
group in conjunction with Texas A&M University. Trouart 
is an active member of the Texas Mining and Reclamation 
Association where she has chaired the lignite and envi-
ronmental committees.  Trouart is currently serving as the 

chair of the executive committee to the Texas Mining and Recla-

William Wallace of Midland is president of Wallace Petro-
leum Investments, Inc. He serves as vice president of re-
gion 6 of the Texas Independent Producers & Royalty 
Owners Association, vice president of the Committee of 
Texas Independents, Inc. and a member of the Permian 
Basin Landman’s Association and the Financing Explora-
tion and Production Association. Wallace is a graduate of 
the University of Texas at Austin.  

Douglass C. Robison of Midland is general counsel at 
Henry Petroleum LP. He serves on the board of direc-
tors of the Permian Basin Petroleum Association and 
the executive board of the Texas Independent Produc-
ers and Royalty Owners Association. He is a member 
of the Texas Bar Association and the Texas Oil and 
Gas Association. A graduate of Texas Tech University, 
he received his law degree from Texas Tech School of 
Law.  


