James Murdoch, CEO

Lachlan Murdoch, Executive Co-Chairman
Rupert Murdoch, Executive Co-Chairman
21st Century Fox

1211 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10036

September 28, 2016
Dear James, Lachlan, and Rupert Murdoch:

Like most Americans, we are upset and concerned about the allegations of sexual
harassment at Fox News Channel. We urge you to take strong measures to address the
problem.

We are writing today because the change of leadership at Fox News Channel presents a
historic opportunity on climate change. We urge you to commit to turn the network around
on the issue—to ensure that news staff report accurately on climate change and provide an
amount of coverage commensurate with its importance, and that commentators, while
entitled to their views on matters of opinion, do not mispresent the facts on scientific
questions. We would like to meet with you to discuss this matter.

Climate change is the greatest challenge of this century. If we fail to respond adequately, it
will cause vast harm to people, property, economies, and governments worldwide. More
frequent extreme weather, droughts, and floods will damage infrastructure, raising the cost
of market goods and government outlays. The cost of food and water will rise and their
quality will fall. The public will suffer from increased heat-related and food- and insect-
borne illness. Eventually, trillions of dollars’ worth of coastal property, including whole
cities, will be virtually abandoned. Flooding and resource scarcity will cause mass
migration and foment violence on a scale that could threaten the stability of governments in
every part of the world.

There is every reason to believe we can mitigate the worst of these outcomes by assertively
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and shifting to a renewable energy economy. Our
principal challenge is not developing technological or policy solutions. We know how to
reduce a significant proportion of greenhouse gas emissions at reasonable cost—even at a
net economic benefit—using existing technology. Those actions, in turn, will buy time for
new technologies and decreases in cost to do the rest. Rather, our main obstacle is political.
We cannot secure the policies we need—we can scarcely begin to combat the most pressing
existential threat to our health, economy, and nation—because one of our major political
parties denies that the problem exists, demonizes and hounds the scientists who study it,
and works to stall, weaken, or block outright any attempt to respond to it.

It would be difficult to overstate Fox News Channel’s contribution to this political problem.
In the face of nearly universal scientific consensus regarding the mechanisms of climate
change and the role of human greenhouse gas emissions, reporters and commentators at
Fox News Channel have propagated an impression nearly opposite the truth to tens of



millions of viewers, including thousands of conservative policymakers, for nearly two
decades.

With the change in leadership at Fox News Channel, the problem of the network’s climate
coverage has become an opportunity: You can require the network to change course and
ensure both accurate reporting and adequate airtime on climate change. That single action
could make a momentous difference in the ability of the United States and the world to
avoid catastrophic outcomes.

We recognize that, even if you share our concerns regarding climate change, you will
understandably wish to avoid alienating your audience. However, you need not lose viewers
due to accurate reporting. Sound journalism on climate change will reveal that caring about
the issue is consistent with conservative values. Climate change threatens to harm nearly
everyone in the United States as well as the broader world. Military and intelligence
officials will testify to the threat to national security, and countless large corporations,
small business owners, and farmers will elucidate the threats to their businesses and the
economy as a whole. Fighting climate change means working to preserve our families, our
communities, and our nation against the most significant existential threat we face. In a
word, fighting climate change is deeply patriotic.

We urge you to ensure that Fox News Channel begins engaging in unbiased, excellent
journalism on climate change—and thereby becomes part of the solution, not the problem.

We would like to meet with you to discuss the issues raised in this letter. To arrange a
meeting, please contact David Arkush at (202) 546-4996 or darkush@citizen.org.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

David Arkush, Managing Director, Climate Program
Robert Weissman, President
Public Citizen

May Boeve, Executive Director
350.0rg

Sarah Stewart, President
Animals Are Sentient Beings, Inc.

Lisa Graves, Executive Director
Center for Media and Democracy

Kathleen Rogers, President
Earth Day Network

Erich Pica, President


mailto:darkush@citizen.org

Friends of the Earth

Mark Magana, President and CEO
GreenLatinos

Annie Leonard, Executive Director
Greenpeace USA

Russell Greene, Co-Chair
Justice Action Mobilization Network

Dominique Browning, Senior Director and Co-founder
Moms Clean Air Force

Tim Judson, Executive Director
Nuclear Information and Resource Service

Stephen Kretzmann, Executive Director
0Oil Change International

Marcus Raskin and Lynn Raskin, Founding Director
Our Common Earth

Debbie Mytels, Chair
Peninsula Interfaith Climate Action

Andrea Miller , Executive Director
People Demanding Action

Donna Smith, Executive Director
Progressive Democrats of America

Dan Becker, Director
Safe Climate Campaign

Michael Brune, Executive Director
Sierra Club

Stephen Bartlett, Executive Director
Sustainable Agriculture of Louisville

Daphne Wysham, Director
Sustainable Energy & Economy Network

Dr. Adrienne Hollis, Esq., Director of Federal Policy
WE ACT for Environmental Justice



