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August 25, 2003

James D. Wolfensohn
President

The World Bank

1818 H Street
Washington, DC 20433

Dear Mr. Wolfensohn:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we are writing to you to register our concerns about
serious human rights violations in the Narmada Valley and to call on your intervention in a
project that is badly out of compliance with World Bank policy requirements and the terms of it’s
loan and credit agreements.

The conditions of the World Bank’s loan and credit agreements continue to apply to a project
until it is repaid. The Bank has supervision and monitoring requirements to ensure that Bank
policies are complied with during project preparation and implementation, and it has an
obligation to assist and oblige the borrower to bring troubled projects into compliance.

In the case of the Sardar Sarovar (Narmada) Project, World Bank General Counsel, Mr. Ibrahim
Shihata, in March 1993 advised Vice President for South Asia, Joe Wood, as follows:

In the brief Board discussion today of the cancellation of the Bank’s loan for the
Narmada Project, the impression was left that the Government of India was no longer
legally obligated to carry out its obligations under the loan agreement . . . this is not the
case. Section 6.06 of the General Conditions applicable to all Bank loans . . . provides
that ‘[n]Jotwithstanding any cancellation or suspension, all the provisions of the Loan
Agreement and the Guarantee Agreement shall continue in full force and effect except as
specifically provided in this Article.’

The loans have not been repaid, and the policies and loan and credit agreements therefore
continue to apply. The situation in the Narmada Valley has, once again, reached a point of crisis
as this year’s monsoon rains fall. The dam is currently at a height of 100m (plus three meter-high
“humps” on top of the dam wall). A Maharashtra government task force declared in October 2002
that 1,500 families in the state were at risk of submergence with the dam wall at 100m, yet had
not been resettled.

In Madhya Pradesh, where thousands of families are at risk of submergence with the dam at its
current height, the government has been trying to induce people to accept cash compensation
instead of land-for-land, in violation of all relevant policies. At the time of the loan agreement,
the Bank's Staff Appraisal Report specifically provided that “In no case shall cash payments be
made in substitution for actual rehabilitation.”



The first rainfall in July has already led to the reservoir destroying at least 60 houses. During
these rains, the Maharashtra government arrested 74 women, children and men from the village of
Chimalkhedi for refusing to leave their houses. While the villagers were being detained the
authorities brought in laborers to destroy the homes and belongings (including food grains) of 20
families.

There is nowhere for people facing submergence to go. The resettlement sites are not prepared.
There is not enough arable land available even to replace that which has already been submerged.
There is not an accurate and comprehensive survey of the numbers of people to be displaced or of
their assets, including land that they own or utilize, nor is there a comprehensive and realistic
resettlement plan.

The World Bank played a key role in funding and legitimizing this project in the 1980s and early
1990s, even when the project was in breach of Indian laws. The Bank thus shares with the
relevant Indian authorities the responsibility for the current suffering in the Narmada Valley. And
the Bank has a duty to act to end this suffering and ensure that no more people are harmed by the
Sardar Sarovar dam.

The World Bank must require and assist the borrowers—the government of India and the three
state governments—to bring the project into compliance with the terms of the resettlement policy,
the indigenous/tribal peoples policy, the environmental assessment policy and the credit and loan
agreements signed by the World Bank and the government of India and the three state
governments, and the terms of the Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal Award (which is
incorporated by reference in the loan and credit agreements).

In particular, the safeguard policies require that involuntary resettlement is avoided and
minimized, that indigenous people’s rights are respected, and that an adequate and comprehensive
resettlement and rehabilitation plan is in place and is being properly implemented—and here it is
important to caution about the disparity between words on paper and the reality on the ground.
The Bank must ensure that people who have been displaced receive assistance to regain and
improve their standard of living, and, according to the specific terms of the NWDTA, it must
ensure that all people who face the risk of submergence must be moved, resettled, and fully
rehabilitated at least six months before the monsoon that threatens them with submergence. Those
requirements are being flagrantly violated in the Narmada Valley.

The Bank must utilize its ongoing relationship with the Government of India and the state
governments of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra to call for full resettlement and
rehabilitation in compliance with the law and policy framework. This relationship was described
in a letter from Country Director Edwin Lim to Medha Patkar of the Narmada Bachao Andolan as
follows “Through our engagements in different sectors, including in the states of Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra, we continue to work to strengthen Governments’ and other
agencies capacities to address social and environmental impacts of development projects.”
(Letter dated March 7, 2002).

We are enclosing for your information a report on the human rights violations in the Narmada
Valley issued by the Delhi-based Habitat International Coalition. We are also enclosing a copy of
a recent letter from Dana Clark to all members of the Bank’s Board on behalf of the International
Accountability Project. The letter summarizes the ways in which this project is in violation of
international human rights law, World Bank policies, and the requirements of national and state
laws and policies. In addition, the letter urges the Board to call on Management to report to the
Board on the content of its supervision and monitoring of the Sardar Sarovar Project, including



the present status of dam construction, resettlement and rehabilitation, and whether the project
has received the proper environmental clearances. (Both of these documents, along with
additional information about the situation in the valley, are available at www.narmada.org.)

The specific demands of the people of the Narmada Valley are that there be a moratorium on any
further increase in the dam height—a further 40m are planned to be added to the dam—until such
time as the project is brought into compliance with all applicable laws and policies, including the
18 October 2000 ruling of India’s Supreme Court.

In addition, we are calling for the Bank to initiate an independent Development Effectiveness
Remedial Team (DERT) to develop and monitor implementation of remedial measures in
consultation with local affected people, their designated representatives, and other stakeholders.
The DERT should be comprised of experts from outside the World Bank Group and should have
community representatives, including people who have directly experienced development-
induced displacement. The DERT should report to the Board, and be independent of
Management. Reports of the DERT should be made publicly available—in the project area, on
the web, and through the Bank’s InfoShop.

The objective of the team would be to develop and oversee the implementation of appropriate
remedial measures. It would work to ensure that the Sardar Sarovar Project was brought into
compliance with the Bank’s policies, and foster greater understanding of and respect for those
policies by Bank staff and borrowers.

Activities of the DERT could be financed out of the Bank’s net income, which in fiscal year 2002
was $2.78 billion. Local people have long borne the brunt of the costs of noncompliance,
including hunger, drowning, lost lands, lost livestock, lost livelihoods, arrest and imprisonment,
homelessness, beatings, and other violations of their rights. The costs of assessing and
implementing lagging R&R provisions and in conducting needed environmental and baseline
socio-economic studies for Sardar Sarovar should be recognized as a cost of the failure to ensure
that the project was designed, implemented and supervised in accordance with Bank policies.

We thank you for your prompt and timely interest in this matter, and look forward to a reply.

Sincerely,

Patrick McCully Smitu Kothari
International Rivers Network (IRN) Lokayan

1847 Berkeley Way 13, Alipur Road
Berkeley, CA 94703 Delhi 10054

USA India

Dana Clark Heffa Schucking
International Accountability Project (IAP) Urgewald

1315 Carlotta Ave Von-Galen-Strasse 4
Berkeley, CA 94703 D-48336 Sassenberg

USA Germany



cc: World Bank Board of Executive Directors
William Schuerch, US Treasury Department
Medha Patkar, Narmada Bachao Andolan
Michael Carter, South Asia Country Director, World Bank
Sumir Lal, External Affairs, World Bank

On behalf of:
ARGENTINA Pamela Foster
Halifax Initiative Coalition
Elba Stancich
Taller Ecologista CHINA
AUSTRALIA Kevin Li
Globalization Monitor
Ruth Rosenhek, John Seed and friends Hong Kong
Rainforest Information Centre
COSTA RICA

BANGLADESH

Zakir Kibria
BanglaPraxis

BELGIUM

Martina Roels

KWIA: Support Group for Indigenous Peoples

BOLIVIA

Luis Sanchez-Gomez
Comite Social Pro Vida, Cochabamba

Oscar Olivera

Federation of Factory Workers from
Cochabamba

Coalition for the Defense of Water and Life

Gabriel Herbas

Foro Boliviano del Medio Ambiente,
Cochabamba

BRAZIL

Jean Pierre Leroy

FASE/Sustenable and Democratic Brazil Project

Rio de Janeiro
CANADA

Barnard-Boecker
Centre Foundation
Victoria, BC

Gabriel Rivas-Ducca
COECOCEIBA-Friends of the Earth

Emily J. Yozell
Justicia para la Naturaleza

ETHIOPIA

Mulugeta Tefera
CARE Int. in Ethiopia

FRANCE

Damien Millet

Comité pour 1'Annulation de la Dette du Tiers-

Monde CADTM

Gerard Botella
Les Amis de la Terre

GERMANY

Dorothy Guerrero
Asienhaus

Daniel Mittler
BUND: Friends of the Earth

Steffen Keulig
Freunde der Naturvolker e.V.
German Branch of fPcN

Heffa Schuecking
Urgewald



Heike Drillisch
W E E D - World Economy, Ecology &
Development

GHANA

Richard Koranteng Twum Barimah
Volta Basin Development Foundation

HONDURAS

Martin Martinez
Comite de Emergencia Garifuna de Honduras

INDIA

Charul and Vinay
Abhigam Collective, Gujarat

Nitin Paranjepe
Abhivyakti Media for Development,
Maharashtra

Madhuri
Adivasi Dalit Jagruti Sangathan, Madhya
Pradesh

C.K. Janu
Adivasi Gothra Mahasabha, Kerala

Vijay and Nikunj
Adivasi Mukti Sangathan, Madhya Pradesh

Neeta Deshpande
Alternative Law Forum, Bangalore

Suniti S.R.
Andolan, Maharashtra

P. Chennaiah
APVVU, Andhra Pradesh

Sandeep Pandey
Asha

Arthi Ware
Bahujan Student Network, Mumbai

Rajkumar Sinha
Bargi Bandh Visthapit Evam Prabhavit Sangh,
Madhya Pradesh

Dr. B.D. Sharma
Bharat Jan Andolan

Ravi Hemadri
Bisalpur Bandh Samanvaya Samiti, Rajasthan

Daniel Mazgaonkar
Bombay Sarvodaya Friendship Centres,
Maharashtra

R. Ashok Kumar
Bombay Sarvodaya Mandal

Sharachchandra Lele
Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in
Environment & Development, Bangalore

Anna Pinto
Centre for Organisation Research and Education

Roy Laifungbam

Centre for Organisation Research & Education
(CORE), Manipur

Citizens Concern for Dams & Development
(CCDD), Manipur

John Desrochers
Centre for Social Action, Bangalore

Yogendra Yadav
Centre for the Study of Developing Societies

S. Unnikrishnan
Chalakudy Puzha Samrakshan Samithi, Kerala

Prasad Nooranadu,
Communist Party of India, Kerala

Souparna Lahiri
Delhi Forum, New Delhi

Vinod Koshy
Democratic Youth Federation of India (DYFI)

Johnson
Dynamic Action, Kerala

C.R. Neelakantan Namboodiri
EARTH Society, Kakkanad, Kochi, Kerala

Rajesh Khindri
Ekalavya, Bhopal

Leo Saldanha
Environment Support Group, Bangalore

Nityanand Jayaraman
Forum on Corporate Accountability and
Environmental Health



Neera Adarkar
Girni Kamgar Sangathan, Maharashtra

Girishbhai Patel
Gujarat Visthapit Sankalan Samiti, Gujarat

Sunil Scaria
Indian People's Tribunal on Environment and
Human Rights, Mumbai

Joe Athialy and Maju Varghese
Initiative, Mumbai

Patsy Khan
Institute of Social Service

Dr. Sathish Chandran Nair
Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH)

Amrish Brahm Bhatt
Jyoti Karmachari Mandal, Gujarat

Manjibhai
Kadana Visthapit Sangarsh Samiti, Gujarat

Sunilbai
Kisan Adivasi Sangathan, Madhya Pradesh

Ravi
Koyna Jeevan Haq Sangathan, Maharashtra

Rajendra Ravi
Lokayan

Shripad Dharmadhikary
Manthan Resource Centre

Vimalbai
Mathu, Tehri

Aruna Roy/Shankar
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan, Rajasthan

Santhosh George
Mediact, Trivandrum, Kerala

Ravi Pragada
Mines, Minerals and People

V.Gayatri
NAPM, Karnataka

Harekrishna Debnath
National Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF)
Uma Shankari

NeeTi Samakhya/Water Collective, Andhra
Pradesh

M.J Vijayan
Other Media

Sujith Patwardan

Parisar, Maharashtra

Swati Desai

Paryavaran Sanrakshan Samiti, Gujarat

Saji P George
Pennamma Bhavanam, Kerala

Gabriele Dietrich
Pennurimai Iyakkam, Tamilnadu

Kiritbhai Bhatt
People's Union for Civil Liberties, Baroda

Yesudas Varappuzha

Periyar Malineekarana Virudha Samithy, Kerala

Sr.Shalini Mulackal

Presentation Sisters Indian National Trust for Art

and Cultural Heritage

Pratibha Shinde
Punarvasan Sangarsh Samiti, Maharashtra

Gajanan Kathu
Samajwadi Jana Parishad, Maharashtra

Sanjay M.G.

Samajwadi Jana Parishad

Vidyarthi Yuwajan Sabha

National Alliance of People’s Movements
(NAPM)

Jyotibhai Desai
Sampoorna Kranti Vidyalaya, Gujarat

Usha
Samvada, Bangalore

Bittu Sahgal,
Sanctuary Magazine, Mumbai

Manohar
Sangama, Bangalore

Ulka Mahajan
Sarvahara Jan Andolan, Maharashtra



Siddharaj Daddha, Amarnathbai and Sawai
Singh
Sarva Seva Sangh

Geo Jose
Sarvodaya Mandalam, Kerala

Sonia George
SEWA, Kerala

Himanshu Thakkar
South Asia Network on Dams, Rivers & People

Masqura
Student Action Committee Mumbai, Kerala

Jacob Vadancherry
Swayashra Vyppen, Kerala

Com.Geeta
Tamilnadu Kattida Thozhilalar Sangam,
Tamilnadu

Sunilbhai
Tava Visthapit Sangh, Madhya Pradesh

Bablu Ganguly
Timbaktu Collective, Andhra Pradesh

Sudhir Binniwale/Thakurbhai Shah
Vadodara Kamdar Union, Gujarat

C.F. John,
Visthar, Bangalore

Minar Pimple
YUVA

Thomas Kocherry
World Forum of Fisher Peoples (WFFP)

INDONESIA

AR Wahab
Serikat Petani Indonesia/West Java Peasant
Union

ITALY

Antonio Tricarico
Campagna per la riforma della Banca mondiale

Dr. Philip Pinto
Congregation of Christian Brothers
Rome

Scramoncin Gianni
Green Party

IRAN

Fatemeh Zafar-Nejad
Green Peace of Iran

JAPAN

Tomoyo Saito

Japan Center for a Sustainable Environment and
Society (JACSES)

MALAYSIA

Vishalini Arumugam
Malaysia University of Science and Technology

MEXICO

Tony Valenzuela
Indigenas Sin Fronteras

NEPAL

Sunil Manandhar
SEWA

NETHERLANDS

Henneke Brink
Both ENDS

Dinyar Godrej
New Internationalist Publications

NIGERIA

Hope E. Ogbeide and Etiosa Uyigue

Society for Water & Public Health Protection
(SWAPHEP)

PAKISTAN

Wasim Wagha

Aurat Foundation

Lahore

Muhammad Nauman
Creed Alliance

Mushtaq Gadi
Land, Forests and Water (MAUJ)



Naeem Igbal
Pakistan Network for Rivers, Dams and People
(PNRDP)

Hussain Bux Thebo
Sindh National Council

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Brian Brunton
Alotau Environment Ltd

Damien Ase

Center for Environmental Law and Community
Rights Inc./FoE

PARAGUAY

Cristian Escobar
Sobrevivencia/Amigos de la Tierra

KOREA

Denise Yoon,
Korean Council for Local Agenda 21

SOUTH AFRICA

Philip Owen
GeaSphere - SAWaC

Norton Tennille
Southern African Environmental Project (SAEP)

SWITZERLAND

Christine Eberlein
Berne Declaration

Bruno Gurtner
Swiss Coalition of Development Organizations

THAILAND

Masao Imamura
EarthRights International Thailand

Chainarong Sretthachau
Southeast Asia Rivers Network (SEARIN)

UK
Shams Rehman

Anti Mangla Dam Extension Committee
UK/Kashmir

Fabien Lefrancois
Bretton Woods Project

Nicholas Hildyard
The Corner House

Tom Griffiths
Forest Peoples Programme

Geoff Nettleton
Indigenous Peoples Links
UK/ Philippines

Oxford South Asia Forum
South Asia Solidarity Group in Britain
URUGUAY

Teresa Perez
World Rainforest Movement - International
Secretariat

USA

The W. Haywood Burns Environmental
Education Center and

Arbor Hill Environmental Justice Corp.
Albany, NY

Aniruddha Vaidya
Association for India's Development - SF Bay
Area Chapter

Association for India's Development - Portland
Oregon Chapter

Mishka Zaman
Bank Information Center

Shivani Chaudhry
Center for International Environmental Law

Katie Redford
EarthRights International

Nicholette Lustig

Educational Network for Global and Grassroots
Exchange, ENGAGE

USA and Thailand

Manoj Saranathan
Friends of River Narmada

Dr. Brent Blackwelder
Friends of the Earth



Nadya Connolly Williams
Global Exchange

Amit Shrivastava
Global Resistance

Paula Palmer
Global Response

Sarah Baden
Grand Canyon Trust

Kevin Murray
Grassroots International

Mary Turgi
Holy Cross International Justice Office

Ned Bertz
International Alliance for People's Movements

Bruce Rich
International Program, Environmental Defense

Diana Bohn
Nicaragua Center for Community Action
Berkeley, CA

Diana Ruiz
Project Underground

Wenonah Hauter
Public Citizen's Water for All Campaign

Frank Groznik
River Restoration Northwest, Inc
Lake Oswego, OR

Mojgone Azemun
Ruckus Society

Stephen Mills
Sierra Club

Marty Bergoffen
Southern Appalachian Biodiversity Project

Tashi Tsering
Tibet Justice Center

Rev. Douglas B. Hunt
United Church of Christ Network for
Environmental & Economic Responsibility

Neil Watkins
World Bank Bonds Boycott
Center for Economic Justice

Steve Watrous
Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign

Lady Lou Vejerano Idos
Yuri Kochiyama Leadership Institute



