
 
 
May 29, 2013 
 
 
Mr. Larry Page 
CEO 
Google Inc. 
1600 Amphitheatre Parkway 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
 
Mr. Sergey Brin 
Co-Founder 
Google Inc. 
1600 Amphitheatre Parkway 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
 
 
Dear Messrs. Page and Brin, 
 
We commend Google for its leadership on several important issues. The company has taken 
bold action to promote clean energy and improve the way our climate crisis is 
communicated to the public. Through its policies and actions, Google should be applauded 
for its commitment to sustainability and responsible corporate citizenship in the context of 
creating a heightened international focus on the climate crisis.  
 
In addition, the company’s efforts to protect its customer’s privacy by fighting against SOPA 
and PIPA in 2012 were also commendable.  
 
Beyond policy battles, Google also should be lauded for its dedication to empowering 
people to discover new knowledge. Throughout the world, the company is appreciated for 
its dedication to making the Internet accessible and transparent. The tools Google creates 
enable an unprecedented flow of information, allowing billions to connect with a global 
community.  
 
Because the strength of Google’s brand is so strongly tied to these principles, it is 
troublesome that the company has not yet adopted meaningful and transparent disclosure 
of its political spending, as well over 100 companies have. We believe this lack of 
transparency strongly undermines what makes Google appealing for users. 
 



It’s troublesome that the only thing you can’t Google is how the company spends its 
political dollars. 
 
Accordingly, we ask that Google agree to disclosure of direct and indirect corporate 
political spending. 
 
Along the same lines, it also is problematic that Google continues to be a member of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. This membership means providing financial support for a whole 
host of regressive policies that fly in the face of Google’s values. 
 
We are concerned that the company’s continued association with the U.S. Chamber brings 
into question the validity of Google’s dedication to making the Internet accessible, 
democratic, and transparent — a quality of the company that draws many people to use its 
products. While we commend Google for its leadership on climate and energy issues, and 
recognize Google as a founding member of the Global Network Initiative, formed to address 
threats to freedom of expression and privacy rights around the world, we are concerned 
that by maintaining its membership in the U.S. Chamber, Google will be perceived as 
privately endorsing controversial policies and positions which it publicly claims to oppose.  
 
As a trade association, the U.S. Chamber advocates for policies on behalf of its members, 
including Google. We are concerned that several of the positions that the U.S. Chamber has 
promoted – particularly those pertaining to climate change – are in direct opposition to 
what Google has publicly supported. For example, the U.S. Chamber has denied the science 
of climate change, sued the Environmental Protection Agency over its plans to regulate 
greenhouse gas emissions, and funneled an estimated 94 percent of its electoral 
contributions to candidates who have denied the scientific consensus on climate change1.  
 
We are further concerned about the position that the U.S. Chamber has taken on bills 
concerning the privacy of Google users. For example, the U.S. Chamber has strongly lobbied 
on behalf of its members in support of the recently re-introduced Cyber Intelligence 
Sharing and Protection Act (CISPA). In contrast, Google has independently lobbied against 
similar proposals to protect its customers’ privacy.  
 
More broadly, it is of great concern that the U.S. Chamber advances its agenda on these 
issues without disclosing the sources of its funding. This approach stands in stark contrast 
to Google’s dedication to transparency and an open flow of information.  
 
Several companies, including your competitors Yahoo and Apple, have already decided to 
leave the Chamber due to irreconcilable differences over positions on public policies. 
Specifically, Apple and several other companies quit the U.S. Chamber in 2009 in response 
to the organization’s threats to sue the Environmental Protection Agency over regulating 
greenhouse gases.  
 

                                                      
1 http://chamber.350.org/poster/   



We urge Google to protect its leadership position by withdrawing from the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 
On behalf of the undersigned Google users, citizens, and organizations, we hope that you 
will reaffirm the company’s dedication to its core principles by adopting these important 
measures.  
 
Sincerely,  
 


