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RE: Relevant Ex Parte Communications Omitted from Public Docket

Dear Dr. Runge,

Public Citizen is concerned that particular ex parte communications between the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the automobile companies Ford
and General Motors were not made available to the public in the agency’s docket.  These
emails, obtained by a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, are communications
between the agency and manufacturers regarding the industry’s baseline numbers for
light truck average fuel economy.

Relevant communications between NHTSA and the auto industry should be made
part of the public docket

The first email is from Ken Katz (the lead NHTSA Engineer on the rule) to Mark
Kemmer from General Motors.  This email, copied below, shows that the agency used
industry “estimates for the fuel economy of each technology.”  Unfortunately, these
estimates were never made public, nor were these direct communications.



The second email, from Ken Katz to Walt Kreucher, the Manager of Vehicle Energy
Planning shows that NHTSA used Ford’s projections that were less than the
manufacturers’ public commitment to increasing its SUV fuel economy average by 25
percent.

Both of these emails point to a direct relationship between NHTSA engineers and
industry representatives that should have been made public by the agency.

Sincerely,

Joan Claybrook
President, Public Citizen


