TOMAMY G. THOMPSON.

Governor
Srare of Wiscoasin

Juta 17, 1992

T™He Homorgble Caris A, Hills
Unitwd States Trade Repregentative
800 - 17th Btreat, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20608

pasar Ambascador H117a;

1 hmve carefully raviswsd your proposal to include satate goverrmant
procursments under the Government Procursment Code on a voluntary
basis. On behalf of the Btate of wisconwin, @ would like to formally
commit the Wisconsin Dapartmant of Administration (ODA) to be includsd
under the Code. We do have wome concerns ralated to a mmber of
adminigtrative requiremsnts such as the lengthy peried for tendering
bids, the challengs of provigions recquiring court participation, mnd
the difficult reporting raguirements. 1 understand you sre working
with the National Assooiation of State Purchasing Officials on thoss
imsums. Resciution of those concarns wWill enable us to Tully and more

oumily comply with all provisiona of the Codm. wWe ars happy to asniet
your oftice with thess isgues.

Whils the Deoartment of Adminiatration spent 225 millien in FY "91 in
procuremants, or only 5 percent of tha Gtats total, 1t has avarsight
authority for all state purchases. Therefors, a cammitment from DOA
is squivalent t& a comwitmapt for 100 percent participacion from etale
agencies and the University of Wisconsin System campuses. It would

not, however, include construction contracte or highway dovelopsent,
ainoe they are Not considored procursments under StATA STRTUTES.

The Stata of Wisconsin currently adherss €5 opon, competitiva, and
non-digcrisinatory proecurement principles. Furthermore, we will take
whatever futurs stsps necessury to ensure compliance with the Code,
eubject to rempiution of the igsuss nnted above. Indesd, 1 am

delightad at tha prospset of more opsn procurament worldwide. You are
to ba commendagd for your Tine offorts in this ares.

HW' —
TOMMY H.W
goveyfior

GC: SEcretdary Jamsks R. Xlsuser
Deparcment of Administration
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