
Tobacco Industry Fake Grass Roots Campaign

This is a copy of a mass mailing by Brown and Williamson that was received May 12 and 
provided to Public Citizen. The mailing contains exaggerated and inaccurate claims about price 
increases in tobacco products and pre-printed, addressed and stamped postcards to U.S. 
Senators (see below) in an effort to simulate a grass-roots campaign. Not only does the mailing 
contain overblown price claims, the mailing ignores the fact that price increases have a significant 
deterrent effect on smoking rates, particularly for younger smokers who have less disposable 
income. Furthermore, the mailing ignores the real reason Big Tobacco is worried about national 
legislation. They fear the speical legal protections contained in the McCain Bill, S.1415, will be 
removed by an amendment on the Senate floor.

The Telegram:



The Pre-Addressed Postcards to Senators:




