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Water is nature’s gift. The right to water is a natural basic right of all living beings, and a
human and fundamental right for human beings.

Communities are the custodians of water resources and the highest rights for
conservation, management, sustainabale utilisation and equitable distribution should be
with the community.

Water cannot be commodified and privatised.

Rivers are natural living systems, which are the lifelines of ecosystems, biodiversity and
human settlements.

Water conservation and rejuvenation, and river rejuvenation need afforestation of
catchments and decentralised water harvesting and management throughout the basin.

Increasing water availability requires reduction in water wastage in agriculture, mining,
industry and urban domestic utilisation. Excessive water demands for wasteful activities
is the main driving force for long-distance transfer and over-exploitation. Recycling,
pollution prevention and improving water use efficiency are necessary. In the urban
context, water supply for potable and non-potable use should be separated.

Sustainable traditional water systems in rural and urban areas should be rejuvenated and
resources for their maintenance and repair should be ensured to all local authorities to
keep water as a common natural resource.

We reject the water privatisation in the New Water Policy and demand that the
Community Rights be the foundation of the New Water Policy.

Water cannot be treated as private property or an asset to be bought and sold, but as a
natural common resource.

We condemn the backdoor privatisation through schemes like the Pani Panchayat in
Orissa and Water Users’ Associations across the country, Swajal in Uttaranchal and Uttar
Pradesh and Swajal Dhara. Using Panchayats and NGOs to dismantle public systems and
universal entitlement is the first step towards privatisation.

Across the country communities have created sustainable alternatives that conserve water
through reforestation and water harvesting, and improved efficiency through water



prudent agriculture such as organic farming. Rivers have come alive as in Alwar,
Rajasthan, and ground water levels have risen as result of people’s community efforts.

In spite of the proven experience of improving water availability and quality through
conservation, reduction ofwaste, preventio of pollution, the government is rushing
through the River Linking Project which will be socially and ecologically destructive,
killing our rivers and creating newere sources of endless conflict.

Water is a state subject. The River Linking Project amounts to a subversion of the federal
structure of the Constitution and the balance of rights between state and centre.

The Project is being rushed through without assessment, proper planning or transparency,
or any attempt to secure a people’s mandate. We condemn this fait accompli and its use
for narrow political agendas.

We demand that all project documents related to River Linking Project be put in the
public domain and that the entire planning exercise be subjected to the Right to
Information.

No implementation of this Project should begin without democaratic clearance through a
people’s mandate and scientific clearance through independent evaluation. The JAL
SWARAJ ABHIYAN and the RASHTRIYA JAL BIRADARI will be doing such
evaluation through the JAL YATRAS that are being undertaken across the country.

If all of the above conditions are not met, the JAL SWARAJ ABHIYAN and the
RASHTRIYA JAL BIRADARI will be compelled to launch JAL SATYAGRAHAS.
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