
 

                                                

March 15, 2005 

 

 
Dr. Kevin D. Crowley, Director 
Board of Radioactive Waste management 
National Research Council 
The National Academies 
500 Fifth Street, NW, 6th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
Dear Dr. Crowley: 
 
We are responding to a December 3, 2004 letter written to you by Luis 
Reyes, Executive Director of Operation, U.S. NRC regarding the 
proposed unclassified report concerning the National Academies’ study 
on the safety and security of commercial spent nuclear fuel.  
 
The Congressional Appropriations Committee instructed the National 
Academies to release a classified report and an unclassified summary 
report for the public. In NRC’s December 3rd letter, NRC requests that 
the proposed unclassified summary report not be released because it 
contains information “that would be useful to potential adversaries and 
could reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect on the common 
defense and security.”  
 
We wonder how this could be because the NRC has repeatedly stated 
that the spent fuel pools are “‘well engineered’ and ‘robust’ structures 
that have features that could blunt the impact of an outside force in an 
attack.”1

 
1 INSIDE NRC, Copyright by Platts, McGraw Hill Companies, Inc. June 28, 2004, 
“NRC Response: NRC has repeatedly said the agency has taken additional measures 
since the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks to shore up security at nuclear plants. Chairman Nils 
Diaz and other agency and industry officials also have called spent fuel pools “well 
engineered” and “robust” structures that have features that could blunt the impact of 
an outside force in an attack. 
 
NRC said in a “fact sheet” issued last August in a response to a spent fuel pool 
hazards paper published last year in the Princeton University’s Science & Global 
Security journal that the agency has addressed pool safety and security. The fact 
sheet notes that NRC had directed licensees to develop strategies for maintaining and 
restoring spent fuel pool cooling “using existing or available resources” if the 
cooling is lost or disrupted. Also, there have been improvements to “protective 
strategies for ground attacks on spent fuel pools.” 
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Clearly from NRC’s response we conclude that spent fuel pools are not the “well-engineered” 
and “robust” structures advertised by NRC - otherwise NRC would not be worried about NAS’ 
report becoming public. NAS must not have reached the proper conclusion, from NRC’s 
perspective, in the report that analyzed spent fuel risks and options to reduce risk. 
 
We see NRC’s response to NAS as simply another chapter in NRC’s history of covering up the 
status of security at reactor sites – and avoiding requiring the industry to provide real security at 
commercial nuclear reactors. For example, on March 27, 2003, NRC Commissioner McGaffigan 
responded to the study “Reducing the Hazards from Stored Spent Power-Reactor Fuel in the 
United States” by Alvarez, Beyea, Janberg, Kang, Lyman, Macfarlane, Thompson, and von 
Hippel published in Science and Global Security2 that established the need for a safer method to 
store the highly radioactive fuel rods now stored at reactor sites throughout the country - simply 
by asking NRC staff to deep-six it. Specifically NRC Commissioner Edward McGaffigan 
ordered his subordinates to produce “a hard-hitting critique…that sort of undermines the study 
deeply.”3   
 
NRC in the December 3 letter also requested NAS to spend more time on the study -in other 
words delay issuing any report and subsequent required remedial action. However, we know that 
terrorists will not necessarily wait until the NRC is ready. 
 
We ask that NAS ignore the NRC and issue the report as required by Congress. We recognize 
that James Madison provided us with wise warning when he stated that “a popular government, 
without popular information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a prologue to a farce or a 
tragedy.”  
 
The NRC has shown itself time and time again to be a lapdog of the industry and that is precisely 
why Congress directed NAS, and not the NRC, to perform the analysis and issue the report. 
 
We request that the public report be issued expeditiously and that it will contain enough 
information so that both the public and decision-makers can understand the vulnerability of spent 
fuel pools to attack, potential consequences and options to reduce vulnerability. Without this 
information, the will to require the necessary remedial action will not be mobilized. It will not 
become the national security priority issue that it deserves to be. We are confident that this can 
be done without compromising national security.  
 
Why is this important? Nuclear reactors are terrorist targets and are vulnerable. Spent fuel pools 
are densely packed, vulnerable to attack, and if targeted the consequences horrific. Yucca 
Mountain may open anytime between 2015 and never; and it is estimated that waste generated 
nationally by 2013 will fill Yucca’s maximum capacity. Hence, properly securing fuel on-site is 
a long-term concern.  We are especially concerned about the vulnerability of BWR Mark I and 

                                                 
2 Reducing the Hazards from Stored Spent Power-Reactor Fuel in the United States by Alvarez, Beyea, Janberg, 
Kang, Lyman, Macfarlane, Thompson, von Hippel. Science and Global Society, 11:1-51, 2003 
 
3  U.S.NRC, Briefing On The Status Of Office Of research (RES) Programs, Performance, And Plans, March 27, 
2003, page 44 
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Mark II reactors and feel that they should be prioritized. As you know, their spent fuel pools are 
high up in the main reactor building, outside primary containment, with a thin roof overhead – 
making them vulnerable from three sides.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deb Katz, Executive Director 
Citizens Awareness Network 
P.O. Box 83 
Shelburne Falls, MA  01370 
Tel 413 339 5781 
Email:  deb@nukebusters.org  
 
Jim Riccio 
Greenpeace 
702 H Street, NW  
Washington, DC  20001  
Tel 202 319 2487 
Email: jim.riccio@wdc.greenpeace.org  
 
Gordon Thompson 
Institute for Resource & Security Studies 
27 Ellsworth Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
Tel 617 491-5177 
Email: irss@igc.org  
  
Paul Gunter 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service  
1424 16th St. NW, #404 
Washington, DC  20036 
Tel. 202 328 0002 
Email: pgunter@nirs.org  
 
Wenonah Hauter, Director 
Public Citizen’s Energy Program 
215 Pennsylvania Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
Tel 202 454 5130 
bhoffman@citizen.org
 
 
 
 

David Lochbaum 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
Washington, DC 
Tel 202 223 6133 
Email:  dlochbaum@ucsusa.org  
 
David Agnew, Director 
Cape Downwinders 
173 Morton Rd. 
South Chatham, MA  02659 
Tel 508 432 1718 
 
Tim Judson 
Central New York-Citizens Awareness 
Network 
P.O. Box 3123 
Oswego, NY  13126 
Tel 315 425 0430 
Email:  cnycan@nukebusters.org  
 
Adrienne Esposito, Executive Director  
Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
225-A Main St. 
Farmingdale, NY  11735 
Tel 516 390 7150 
Email:  aesposito@citizenscampaign.org
 
Kathleen Curtis, Executive Director 
Citizens' Environmental Coalition 
33 Central Ave. 
Albany, NY 12210 
Tel 518 462 5527  
FAX 518 465 8349 
Email:  ceckathy@igc.org  
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Geri Winslow 
Citizens’ Regulatory Commission 
30 Mullen Hill Rd. 
Waterford, CT 06385 
Tel (860) 442-6536 
 
Michael Keegan 
Citizens Resistance at Fermi Two 
Monroe, MI  48161 
Tel 734 735 6373 
Email:  mkeeganj@comcast.net  
 
Eric J. Epstein, Coordinator 
EFMR Monitoring 
213 South Union Street 
Middletown, PA  17057 
Tel 717 944 3007 
 
Jed Thorp 
Energy Campaign Organizer 
Clean Water Action 
36 Bromfield St., Suite 204 
Boston, MA 02108 
Tel 617 338 8131 
FAX 617 338 6449  
Email:  jthorp@cleanwater.org
 
Sal Mangiagli 
Connecticut-Citizens Awareness Network 
54 Old Turnpike Rd. 
Haddam, CT 06438 
Tel 860 345 2157 
Email:  ctcan@comcast.net  
 
Jane Magers  
Earth Care 
1922 Lincoln Avenue 
Des Moines, IA  50314-1561 
Tel 515 280 5129 
Email:  jemsun@juno.com  
 
Glenn Carroll 
Georgians Against Nuclear Energy  
Tel 404 378 9542 
Email:  atom.girl@mindspring.com  
 

Judith Johnsrud 
Environmental Coalition on Nuclear 
Pollution 
433 Orlando Ave. 
State College, PA  16803 
Tel 814-237 3900 
Email:  johnsrud@uplink.net
 
Linda S. Ochs 
Finger Lakes Citizens for the Environment 
2400 Homestead Dr. 
Waterloo, NY  13165 
Tel 315 539 5607 
Email:  lsochs@localnet.com  
 
Gerald Pollet, Executive Director 
Heart of America Northwest 
1305 4th Ave, Suite 208  
Seattle, WA  98101 
Tel 206 382 1014  
FAX 206 382 1148 
Email: office@heartofamericanorthwest.org  
 
Leslie Perrigo 
Independent Environmental Conservation & 
Activism Network 
2504 N. Harrison St., D3 
Davenport, IA  52803 
Email:  wntrlark@hotmail.com  
 
Robin Miller, Co-chair 
Justice Through Peace Initiative 
192 West Fifth Street 
Oswego NY 13126 
Tel 315 342 7933  
Email:  rmille29@twcny.rr.com
 
Christine Shahin, Director 
Kids Against Pollution 
309 Genesee Street, Box 6 
Utica, New York, 13501 
Tel 315 868 7960 
Email: christine@kidsagainstpollution.org  
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Susan Peterson Gately 
Lakeshore Environmental Action 
12025 Delling Rd. 
Wolcott, NY  14590 
Tel 315 594 1906 
Email:  susan@silverwaters.com  
 
Frank Gorke, Energy Advocate 
Massachusetts-PIRG  
44 Winter Street, 4th floor 
Boston, MA  02108 
Tel 617 747 4316 
FAX 617 292 8057 
Email:  frank@masspirg.org

 
Tim Rinne, State Coordinator 
Nebraskans for Peace  
941 'O' Street, Suite 1026 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
Tel 402 475 4620 
FAX 402 475 4624 
Email:  nfpstate@redjellyfish.net  
 
Peter Alexander 
New England Coalition on Nuclear 
Pollution 
PO Box 545  
Brattleboro, VT 05302  
Tel 802 257 0336  
FAX 802 257 0336 
Email:  necnp@necnp.org   
 
Emily Rusch, Energy Advocate 
New Jersey Public Interest Research Group 
11 N. Willow St. 
Trenton, NJ  08608 
Tel 609 394 8155  
Email:  erusch@njpirg.org  
 
Jason Babbie 
Environmental & Energy Policy Analyst 
New York-Public Interest Research Group 
9 Murray Street, Floor 3  
New York, NY 10007-2223  
Tel 212 349 6460 
Email:  jkb@nypirg.org  

George Crocker  
North American Water Office 
P.O. Box 174 
Lake Elmo, MN 55042 
Tel 651 770 3861 
Email:  gwillc@mtn.org  
 
Dave Kraft, Executive Director 
Nuclear Energy Information Service  
P.O. Box 1637 
Evanston, IL  60204-1637  
Tel 847 869 7650  
FAX 847 869 7658  
Email:  neis@neis.org   
 
Magdaline Volitis 
Nuclear Free Vermont 
110 Dorsch Hill Rd 
Putney, VT  05346 
Tel 802 387 4569 
Email:  magdaline@mindspring.com
 
Vicki Baker 
People's Environmental Network of New 
York (pENNY) 
4432 South St 
Jamesville, NY  13078 
Tel 315 469 5347 
Email:  ennewyork@hotmail.com  
 
Mary Elizabeth Lampert 
Pilgrim Watch 
148 Washington Street  
Duxbury, MA  02332  
Tel 781 934 0389 
Email:  lampert@adelphia.net  
 
William Abbott, Founder 
Plymouth County Nuclear Information 
Committee (PCNIC) 
50 Congress St, Suite 925 
Boston, MA  02109  
Tel 617 523 5520 
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Stephen A. Smith, DVM Guy Wolf, Co-Chair 
Executive Director La Crosse Coalition for Peace and Justice 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy N3421 Mohawk Valley Road 
P.O. Box 1842 Stoddard, WI. 54658 
Knoxville, TN 37901 (608) 788-7293 
Tel 865 637 6055 Email: wolfclan2@earthlink.net 
Email: sasmith@cleanenergy.org  

Ira Helfan  
Physicians for Social Responsibility Sara Barczak, Safe Energy Director 
ihelfand@igc.org Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
 3025 Bull Street, Suite 101 
Glenn Carroll 
Coordinator 
GANE - Georgians Against Nuclear Energy 
P.O. Box 8574 
Atlanta, GA 30306 
404-378-4263  

Savannah, GA 31405 
Tel 912 201 0354 
Email:  sara@cleanenergy.org  
 
Jessica Maxwell 
Syracuse Peace Council 

 
Rochelle Becker 

924 Burnet Ave. 
Syracuse, NY  13203 

San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace Tel 315 472 5478 
PO Box 164  Email:  jessica@peacecouncil.net  
Pismo Beach, CA 93448  
 Eric J. Epstein, Chairman 
Sandra Gevutis TMI-Alert 
C-10 4100 Hillsdale Road 
44 Merimac St Harrisburg, PA  17112 
Newberry Port, MA  01950 Tel 717 541 1101  
978-465-6646 Email:  ericepstein@comcast.net  
  
Jim Warren 
Executive Director 
North Carolina-Waste Awareness and 
Reduction Network 
P.O. Box 61051 

Norm Cohen 
UNPLUG Salem Campaign and the 
Coalition for Peace and Justice 
321 Barr Ave. 
Linwood, NJ  08221 

Durham, NC 27715-1051 
(919) 490-0747 
Email:  Jim@ncwarn.org  

Tel (609) 601-8583/-8537 
Email:  ncohen12@comcast.net 
 
Amy Shollenberger  
Vermont-Citizens Awareness Network  
P.O. Box 403   
Putney, VT  05346   
Tel 802 387 4050  
Email:  hilljoy@mail.sover.net  
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