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Dear Representative:

I am writing to encourage you to support the 2009 reintroduction of the Trade
Reform, Accountability, Development and Employment (TRADE) Act, and to sign on as
an early cosponsor. First put forward in the 110th session by Congressman Mike
Michaud, this bill creates a new agenda for trade—one that is beneficial to workers and
communities both here and abroad.

The IAM believes that in order for the global economy to work, it must work for
the world’s workers. That is why we have led the opposition to NAFTA, and the trade
agreements with Columbia, Peru, South Korea, and Panama. Each and every one of
these trade agreements fails to recognize and effectively enforce fundamental human
rights, like the basic right to form a union.

The |AM has called for the incorporation of human rights in all trade agreements,
as well as effective mechanisms to enforce these rights. We have witnessed the
tragedy that the current NAFTA model has incurred on our members and their
communities when Maytag left Galesburg, lllinois for Mexico and when Freightliner
turned its back on the workers that made it such a success. Unfortunately, the current
trade model has facilitated the closure of hundreds of other workplaces as corporations
chase cheap labor to the four corners of the global.

The current framework costs even more jobs as companies at home transfer
production and technology to other countries. The threat of moving jobs unfairly distorts
the collective bargaining process and is used to crush organizing efforts. Additionally,
the products, components, and services that are manufactured and performed
elsewhere can and do have major and significant safety and quality implications for
consumers here at home. Indeed, the issue of product safety extends far beyond toys
and tires.

The 1AM believes that an entirely new model for trade and the global economy is
critical if we are to regain our economic strength in the World. The first step is to throw
out the old, failed model. The second step is to begin to craft a new model that is based
on fairness and that will result in helping and not devastating workers.



The TRADE Act would begin the process of creating a new agenda for trade by
accomplishing four major objectives:

N

. Pausing negotiations on all new trade agreements.

2. Mandating a comprehensive review of all past trade agreements to better
understand economic and social impact of those trade agreements.

3. Setting standards beneficial to workers, communities, and the environment by
which any future candidate country for a trade agreement would be evaluated by.

4. Restoring Congress’ constitutional responsibility to oversee U.S. trade policy.

The TRADE Act represents a fresh new start to replacing the failed trade model
that continues to destroy jobs, lives, and communities.

We ask that you join your many colleagues who cosponsored the TRADE Act
last session, and sign on to the 2009 TRADE Act today. To join as a cosponsor, please
contact Kim Glas in Congressman Michaud'’s office (kim.glas@mail.house.gov).

If you have any questions, contact Legislative and Political Action Director
Matthew McKinnon at (301) 967-4575.

Sincerely,

R. Thomas Buffenbarger
International President



